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Pacquiao’strunksworth B7 ‘Hello Manny’ text 
i message circulates 


an estimated P5 million 
ByMichaelLimUbac  -paaqavao 
aeoea 


By Nini Valera 5 
and Luige A. del Puerto 
MANNY PACQUIAO WORE TRUNKS WORTH AT 
BEFORE THE FIGHT IN 


{east PS million for his nontitie bout with Mexi- 

‘can Erik Morales yesterday. Las Vegas, a text message 
Pacquiao, who endorses products ranging about a supposed phone 

from socks and laundry detergent to pharma- conversation between 

‘ceuticals, was peddling advertising space on President Macapagal-Ar- 

his shorts for as much as P1.5 million a patch royo and Manny Pacquiao 
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SWEET revenge for 


‘Thurt him 
every time 
I hit him’ 


LAS VEGAS—MANNY PACQUIAO 
avenged his defeat 10 months 
ago, handing Erik Morales the 
‘worst beating of his career before 
finally stopping him in the 10th 
round with an impressive display 
of speed and power. 

Tt was the first time Morales 
had ever been stopped in what 
had been a spectacular career, 
and it came with a stellar perfor- 
mance by a fighter who never 
stopped punching. 

The end came at 2:33 of the 
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` ONE NATION 
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‘champ TKOs 


By Christine O. Avendaño and PDI Bureaus 


SOON AFTER SCORING AN ELECTRIFYING VICTORY 
in Las Vegas, ring sensation Manny Pacquiao expressed 
one wish for his country: “Sana magkaintindihan na po 
tayong lahat (1 hope we'll all finally end our differences; td 


And for three or four hours yester- 
day, Filipinos looked like they did. 


In Metro Manila and elsewhere in 
the country, families stayed glued in 


10th round when Morales, who 
had barely gotten up in time from 
the first knockdown of the fight, 
was knocked back down with a 
flurry of punches. Referee Kenny 
Bayless wasted no time in stop- 
ping the fight. 

“I saw I hurt him every time 1 
hit him in the body.” Pacquiao 
said after the WBC super feather- 
‘weight title eliminator, 

Morales’ face was a mess of 
welts and he had lumps on his 
forehead and head after taking 
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HELLO/A20 


Mexican legend | 


front of their television sets, many 
motorists and jeepney drivers stayed 
off the streets, traders closed their 
shops and others set up TV monitors 
in markets to watch their idol ham- 
mer Erik Morales to submission. 

In one hospital in Quezon City, 
doctors and nurses burst into 
cheers, although a patient was un- 
dergoing surgery in a nearby operat- 


ingroom. (See story on Page A20.) 

Communist guerrillas and Moro 
separatist insurgents also listened to 
or watched the fight. 

Even if only fleetingly, a people 
deeply divided over their President 
had united behind a former bakery 
worker. 

Pacquiao expressed his wish for his 
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| JUDGES’ SCORE | 
Paul Smith 87-84 


Jerry Roth 87-84 
Dave Moretti 86-85 


More stories 
on Page A20 


Mexican 
rushed. 
to hospital 


By Recah Trinidad 


LAS VEGAS—MANNY PACQUIAO, 
taunting hishandlers for appearing 
very nervous, took a giant step out 
of his dressing room at the Thomas , 
& Mack Center here to win his “ 
biggest fight and claim instant im- 
mortality via a crushing 10th 
round knockout of Mexican boxing 
great Erik Morales yesterday. 

The conquest of Morales, 
adored by his own countrymen as 
a national treasure like Pacquiao, 
was so total and merciless that 
promoters were left wondering if 
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‘Military headed to crisis Manila prelate raps 


rumormongers, 


with controversial appts’ cha-cha backers 
Analyst says GMA shattered AFP morale on metres cau Sn an ny ii 


MANILA ARCHBISHOP GAU- Rosales was also wary of the 
dencio Rosales yesterday criti- moves to amend the 1987 Consti- 
By T] Burgonio, Luige A. del Puerto and Christine O. Avendaño rightist group that mounted ase. der AFP rules, unless appointed cized those spreading coup ru- tution, ostensibly to pave the way 
ries of rs coups Ses the as AFP) ie oe ate rel relentlessly push- for the shift from the presidential 
Aquino administration in the late “A policy is like the law. If you ing the efforts to amend the Con- to a parliamentary system of gov- 

A MILITARY ANALYST YESTERDAY WARNED "80s. break it, you should be me stitution to favor selfish political ernment. 
that an increasingly politicized military was The analyst, however, main- ished," he said. interests. “If it would be good for the 
cS isis” i ii tained he had not seen any signs Junior officers have also ex- Rosales was concerned rumors country, why not?” he said. “But 
headed to a crisis following the controversial Ghat the “underground rebel pressed disappointment at the would scare away foreign in: whatifit would only cater to the 
appointments of the so-called “Hello Garci” gen- movementwasplottingacoup._ level of politicization in the vestors like the series of armed eres of other people? The 
erals to key posts. But yesterday, the Young Offi- Armed Forces. uprisings during the Aquino ad- Constitution won't be good if in- 

‘ cers Union new generation A Marine captain said the In- ministration inthe late 1980s. jected with these interests.” 

‘“{t’s headed to a crisis. It’s go- Habaconwasmentioned inthe (yOUng), a shadowy group quier headline story yesterday “Irs. saddening even ifit’sjusta He said he was particularly ap- 
ing to blow up. The only problem “tapes that suggested electoral claiming to be composed of ju. saying cracks were showing inthe rumor,” Rosales said in Filipino in palled by “family dynasties” that 
ing eo blo api the analyst, who fraud may have been committed nior military officers, predicted military was “a valid observation," an interview over the Church-run generally preside over the coun- 
asked not to be named. in Mindanao. ' the downfall of the Arroyo ad- In its statement, the YOUng Radio Veritas. “Yes, we have a try’ politics. 

The military, he said, has in- Danga headed the Intelligence ministration soon. wared of bloodshed, saying they problem, but is that [a coup] the Before making any changes to 
creasingly lost its insulation from Service of the Armed Forces of 2 were ready to fight “fire with fire.” solution?” the Constitution, he said that in- 
politics as shown by, among other the Philippines when President Country bleeding In the end, a coup, or simply dividuals should first seek “indi- 
things, the recent appointments Arroyo and former Election Com- "We cannot postpone this any Defensor threatened rumors of it, would be costly for vidual conversion” to come up 
byPresident Macapagal-Arroyo. missioner Virgilio Garcillano longer because the country is And if fighting erupted, the Filipinos, he said, witha better Charter. 

“f you don’t insulate it from were wiretapped supposedly bleeding profusely as a result of YOUng said, it would make sure The prelate, who normally Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, 
politics, thesecurity ofthestateis talking about rigging the 2004 unbridled corruption and insa- that presidential chief of staff avoids commenting on political president of the Catholic Bishops 
weakened, and the professionals presidential elections. tiable greed for power of Ms Ar. Michael Defensor’s blood was the issues, urged the publictoconsid- Conference of the Philippines, 
tend to rebel against the situa- On Friday, Sen. Rodolfo Biazon royo and her crooked followers,” first to be shed. er how coup rumors would affect gave the same recipe to achieve 
tion,” said the analyst, “You're admitted the appointments were said the YOUng statement signed On Friday, Defensor had warmed the country’s image with foreign national transformation. 
weakening their will to fight, dis- fanning discontent that could bya Lt. Col. Arsenio Alcantara. that Malacafiang would fight the investors. ‘Amid today’s debates in the 
affecting, even encouraging eventually lead to a rerun of the A ranking military officer yes- rebel troops “fire with fire.” “Foreign investors are losing political arena, Rosales appealed 
mutiny.” July 2003 Oakwood mutiny. terday confirmed objections to Defensor, however, dismissed trust in us and won't want to start to the nation’s leaders and the 

‘The analyst was referring to a the appointment of certain offi- the YOUng’s threat as “probably a business here because of our at- public to turn their attention to 
the recent appointments of Maj. Favoritism, revolving door cers to key positions which went part of psywar operations again titude," he said. the worsening poverty in the 
Gen. Gabriel Habacon and Rear On top of this, perceived fa- against established rules. by certain individuals.” Rumors of an impending mil- country. 

‘Admiral Tirso Danga as chiefs of voritism and the revolving door The officer said the militaryhad As this developed, Malacafiang itary uprising against President “Ws hair-raising,” said the 
the Southern and Western com- policy or the practice of appoint- violated its own rules and that yesterday denied rumors spread Macapagal-Arroyo were resur. prelate, who said he had been vis- 
mands, respectively, who both ing officers to key posts on a boded ill forthe organization. through text messages that AFP rected following the escape of iting the poorest communities in 
figured in the “Hello Garci” wire- short-term basis, were leading “The policy is violated, and this Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Sen- four junior military officers his diocese. 

tapping scandal. the AFP to that “critical point,” will become a precedent, and it ga had resigned. known as the Magdalo groupof His main -weapon against 

By appointing the duo to theanalystsaid. can happen again in the future. “These text messages are the mutineers from Army head- poverty is the "Pondo ng Pinoy,” 
“strategically choice positions” in “If you remember, the RAM Masisira ang organisasyon (It will handiwork of the old gang who quarters at Fort Bonifacio on a program encouraging people 
disregard ofthe recommendation (Reform the Armed Forces Move- ruin the organization),"hesaid. have kept trying a power grab but Jan, 17. to set aside at least 25 centavos 
de eeard ei of generals, he Pres- ment) was formed after the AFP" He pointed out that Habacon have utterly failed at every turn,” „Two weeks before that, Marine daily for the poor. Contribu- 
ident shattered the morale of the hierarchy threw away the merit had less thanayearleftintheser- Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, one ofthe tions are placed in a general 
“rest of the AFP leadership,” the system in the promotion of offi- vice, and therefore could no said in his weekly “View from the Magdalo leaders of the failed July fund for feeding and livelihood 
analyst said. cials,” he said, referring to the Jonger qualify for promotion un- Palace” column. 2003 Oakwood uprising, fled af- projects. 
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NA) JSU - AMOSUP 
AZ- He 
ested Mariners Fome 
: 
| 
| A JOINT PROJECT BY THE ALL JAPAN SEAMEN’S 
UNION (JSU) AND THE ASSOCIATED MARINE 
OFFICERS’ AND SEAMEN’S UNION OF THE 
PHILIPPINES (AMOSUP) FOR THE WELFARE OF 
THOUSANDS OF FILIPINO SEAFARERS WORKING, ON 
BOARD JAPANESE-OWNED, OPERATED AND 
MANAGED VESSELS, THE MARINERS’ HOME 
PROVIDES SECURE, DECENT AND COMFORTABLE 
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR TRANSIENT SEAFARERS 
RIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE CITY OF MANILA. 


SYMBOLIZING THE FRATERNAL BOND, BETWEEN 
JSU AND AMOSUP, THE MARINERS’ HOME IS A 
LASTING TRIBUTE TO THE HIGHLY SKILLED, 
COMPETENT, CAPABLE, DISCIPLINED, Ok uae 
WORLD-CLASS FILIPINO SEAFARERS, Jl HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED TO THE STRONG. DEVELOP: E) 
THE JAPANESE MARITIME INDUSTRY At, 

prenne 


ON JANUARY 23) 2006 AT 1765 DR. 
| ee 
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Attend Council meet, pro-GMA solons beg antis _ 


By Michael Lim Ubac longbeenmadeknowntoher” bythe Palace upon thesuggestion change, the government's eco- Gabriel Claudio said itwas possi- Claudio said five senators had 

and Christine O. Avendaño ‘Gy said recent developments of former President Fidel Ramos. nomic programs and the imple- ble the council would take up the confirmed their attendance at the a 
ikefaikofacoupanditseffecton It intends to take up the cur- mentationofelectoral reforms. recent attempts at destabilizing meeting but he did not identify 

‘THEADMINISTRATIONCAMPyes- the peso and stockmarket provid- rent initiatives on Charter Presidential Political Adviser the administration. them. 

terday virtually pleaded with the ed compelling reasons for the op- 

‘opposition to support the Council of position to join in discussing the - — : = 

State meeting called for Jan. 24 by nation’s fate. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo. He said the decision of opposi- 

‘Administration Representatives tion leaders to boycott the meet- 
Rep. Edwin Uy (Lakas, Isabela), ing was “tantamount to turning 
chair of the House committee on their backs on the nation’s wel- 
bases conversion and development, fare in favor of their own agenda 
and Eduardo Veloso (NPC, Leyte), a to seize power.” 

‘member of the Commission on Ap- Veloso, for his part, deplored 
pointments, asked Senate President the opposition leaders’ decision 
Franklin Drilon and other opposi- to boycott the meeting as this 
tion leaders who had chosen to skip “showed their unwillingness to Cleene leaves Iittie residue A Cleene cotton ball 
tomorrow's meeting to “reconsider” set aside their political interests.” 
for the sake of the nation. “if they believe the discussions 

“The people will greatly appre- are going nowhere during the when bumed because | can absorb water 24 times 
ciate it to see our leaders unite for meeting, then they could leave. 
our nation’s sake, The opposition But to reject outright the Presi- 
and even all those not supportive dent's invitation with their usual 
of the government should partici- excuses is not good for the na- 
pate in this process,” Uy said. tion,” he said. 

Besides Drilon, former President  Malacafiang, however, does 
Corazon Aquino and the minority not want to keep the opposition 
leaders of Congress—Sen. Aquilino in the dark about what would 
Pimentel Jr and Rep. Francis Escud- transpire at the meeting. 
ero—dedined the invitation coursed Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
by Malacafiang through Executive said yesterday the Palace would 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita. make sure those who would not 

So far, only former President Fi- be at the meeting would receive 
del Ramos, Speaker Jose de Vene- copies ofits highlights. 
cia, Majority Leaders Rep. Pros- Bunye reiterated thatthe Palace 
pero Nograles and Sen. Francis respected the decision of those 
Pangilinan, Senate President Pro who had opted not to attend. 
‘Tempore Juan Flavier andthe pres- “Be that as it may, the meeting 
idents of local government execu- will push through for the national 
tives’ associations had confirmed interest and copies of the high- 
theirattendance at the meeting. lights will be sent to those who 

Escudero said that if the object cannot come,” he said in his 
ofthe meeting was solely to inform “View from the Palace” newspa- 
Ms Arroyo of the issues “affecting per column. 
national interest, those issues had The Jan. 24meeting was called 


In RP cost of doing 
business includes 
paying tax to rebels 


PENARANDA—BUL- executives can be tion money from 
lets and Molotov ambushed, he said. politicians, funds 
cocktails rained Construction, min- skimmed off govem- 
down on a telecom ing and logging, facto- ment or foreign-fund- 
signal tower in this ries, ranches and com- ed development pro- 
northern Philippine mercial fisheries, bus jects, and proceeds 
town recently as the lines, truckers and port from organized crime. 
“taxman” paid Globe operators, sugar and The funds raised 
Telecom a midnight coconut mills, and are invested in strate- 
visit to force the big poultry and livestock gic businesses 
mobile phone firm to farmers across the through dummy cor- 
play its part in counuyareall‘taxed.” porations in shipping ener omer 
bankrolling the com- The resulting cashis and other industries, s RENERE AOSA 
munistrevolution. laundered through while the rebels even | he Wns 
olon sa) 


Neighbors roused “bank to bank” pay- get to play “in the (Oy ie 
| “Bal ‘iit 


it's 100% pure cotton its weight. 


that's why it's super absorbent. No wonder, Philusa made it. 


No wonder, Philusa made it 


by the gunfire called ments, lending institu. world’s | top _ stock 
for help as the cabin tions, foundations and markets," one gov- | AT 


of the tower burned nongovernmental or- ernment source said, 
in this farming town, ganizations (NGOs). citing captured docu- 
just 80 km north of ove ments. AFP 
Manila. But by the Paymentinkind 
time soldiers arrived, The communist levy 
the unwelcome visi- can also be paid in 
tors had melted into kind, including “high- 
the dark, leaving be- powered firearms, ex- 
hind a shaken dis- plosives, medicine, 
armed security guard communication equip- 
who has not shown ment like satellite 
upforworksince. phones, computers, 
Theattackwasnot vehicles, or safe hous- 
unusual as gunmen es,” said Purugganan. 
spouting Mao em- Cecilio Salvador, 
ploy strong-arm leader of a New Peo- 
methods more close- ple's Army (NPA) 
lyassociated with or- guerrilla front south 
ganized crime and of Manila, insists. the 
impose a hefty cost rebel tax is voluntary. 
on doing business in “Unlike the Mafia 
the Philippines, offi- that is shunned,” Sal- 
cialsandexpertssay. vador told AFP in an 
i interview, “when big 
Compromise companies enter a 
“In terms of revolu- consolidated area, 
tionary tax, (business- they usually talk to us 
men) compromise,” before they set up a 
said Abraham Purug- business there.” 
ganan, aformerunder- Globe Telecom says 


Secretary for special about two dozen of its te skin’ i tions 
poate A pr roe AR fone) Lose your skin's remaining imperfection 


Remove the faintest hint of open pores. Get 

t M S he s 
fe pages eae ers f rid of even the smallest brown age spot 
provides antiterrorism bombed in the past F y freckle or spider vain. Say a final goodbye to 
and risk management year after it stood up to i S dark pigmentations. Call now and book a 
advice to government the rebels’ demands, S a free consultation for Facial Care's superipi 


agencies and private Such sabotage has O i 
companies, driven up the insur- expertise with IPL Intense Pulsed Light 


Seven or eight in ance premiums on the 
10 companies that towers, each worth P7 
receive communist million, Globe 
demand letters fork spokesperson Jones 
over the euphemisti- Campos told AFR 
cally termed “revolu- "We will never pay 
tionarytaxontheen- any tax that is not le- 
emy classes" because gitimate," he said. 
“there are a lot of 
things that they can P4B a year 
do against you,” Pu- One goverment 
ugganan told APR study shown to AFP es- 

Strikes by commu- timated the rebels raise 
nisled unions that about P4 billion every 
dominate industries year forthe 37-year old 
can shut down facto- insurgency, induding Q 3 
aA CALL B92 -SKIN 7548) 
vehicles can be dam- from companies, 
aged, and company The rest i prote- 
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I hurt him every time I hit him, says Pacquiao 


‘CENTER FOR, 
GLOBAL BEST PRACTICES 


in collaboration with 


PHILIPPINE INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
AND CORPORATE GOVERNANCE INSTITUTE OF THE PHILIPPINES 


presents 


Essential Guide for 


Directors & Boards. 
in Family Businesses 


8:15 to 5:30 pm 
February 24, 2006 


Venue : Peninsula Hotel 
Makati City, Philippines 
[i mm 


HAVING AN EFFECTIVE BOARD THAT GOVERNS AND GUIDES MANAGEMENT PROPERLY CAN GREATLY 
ENHANCE THE PERFORMANCE, PROFITABILITY, AND COMPETITIVENESS OF BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS, 


LEARN THE BEST PRACTICES IN HOW PROFESSIONAL BOARDS WORK AND DELIVER VALUE TO ORGANF 
ZATIONS. THIS PRACTICE-ORIENTED SEMINAR AIMS TO HELP PARTICIPANTS BECOME BETTER BOARD 
DIRECTORS BY TEACHING THEM THE RIGHT COMPETENCIES TO OPTIMIZE THEIR PERFORMANCE FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF THE BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS. 


Panel of Lecturers: z 


Who Should Attend 5 < 
re 
l- Family Business Owners & Members| 
|- Board Chairman Directors 
MERCEDES B. SULEIK - Fellow, Australian Institute of Company 


| i 
EA HEEB. e Na aen Conmtvon ay carporees | CO POEA Samtang 
(Governance. Facilitator, Institute of Corporate Directors (ICD). | Legal Counsels 


CELSO P. VIVAS - Chair, PICPA National Committee on Corporate 
Governance. Vice-Chair & CEO, CGIP. Fellow, Australian Institute of 
Company Directors. Independent Director of listed companies. Expe- 
rienced Consultant in family-owned and controlled corporations. 


Atty. SAMUEL PADILLA - Leading advocate and expert practitioner of |- Stakeholders In family Businesses 
EE. eave Secretaryship. Corporate Secretary, AFP Savings and Loan |- Business Advisors & Consultants 
Association, Inc. (AFPSLAI). CPA & Lawyer. 

|- Anyone interested to learn how 
JOSELITO S. TAYAG, JR. - Chairman, Committee on Ethics, PICPA. | 
ROSELITO 5. TAYAG, 2, nis Upan] Pricewaterhouse Coopers -| DIF@Ctors pox Ener oe 


LIMITED SLOTS ONLY. CALL (+63 2) 842-7148 or 59. EMAIL: bestpractices8888@yahoo.com 
REGISTER NOW and avail of EARLY BIRD & GROUP DISCOUNTS. 
Seminar investment is US$129 or P6,800 NET (Inclusive of Meals, Resource Kit, and Certificate) 
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mS 
The Republic of the Philippines 


Invites the Owners of 


Each Series of Eligible Bonds’ 


to submit, in an auction for each series of Eligible Bonds, offers to exchange: 
3-Year Eligible Bonds of each series for 3-Year Philippine peso-denominated Bonds 
due 2009 (the "3-Year Benchmark Bonds") 
5-Year Eligible Bonds of each series for 5-Vear Phi 
due 2011 (the "5-Year Benchmark Bonds") 
7-Year Eligible Bonds of each series for 7-Year Philippine peso-denominated Bonds 
due 2013 (the "7-Year Benchmark Bonds") 


lippine peso-denominated Bonds 


‘The 3-Year Benchmark Bonds, the 5-Year Benchmark Bonds and the 7-Year Benchmark bonds are 
collectively referred to as the Benchmark Bonds. 


THE INVITATION TO EXCHANGE 3-VEAR ELIGIBLE BONDS WILL EXPIRE AT 4:00 P.M. | 
(MANILA TIME) ON FRIDAY, 10 FEBRUARY 2006, UNLESS EXTENDED OR EARLIER 
TERMINATED. 


THE INVITATION TO EXCHANGE 5-YEAR AND 7-YEAR ELIGIBLE BONDS WILL EXPIRE AT 
4:00 P.M. (MANILA TIME) ON FRIDAY, 24 FEBRUARY 2006, UNLESS EXTENDED OR 
EARLIER TERMINATED. 


The Republic of the Philippines (the Republic’) hereby invites owners of Eligible Bonds to submit 
offers to exchange Eligible Bonds for Benchmark Bonds, broken down into three subgroups as referred to 
above (the “Invitation"), The terms and conditions of the exchange offer are set forth in the Offering Circular 
dated 18 January 2006, copies of which may be obtained from the website of the Bureau of the Treasury of 
the Philippines, which can be accessed through the Internet addresses wuww.treasury.gov.ph, or from a 
Government Securities Eligible Dealer ('GSED'). Interested owners of Eligible Bonds should contact a GSED 
for any questions they may have. 


‘The purpose of the Invitation is to create new series of Benchmark Bonds which wil be larger in size 
than existing series of peso bonds. Benchmark Bonds are Intended to be more liquid and therefore, would 
trade in the secondary market more efficiently. By creating Benchmark Bonds. the Republic alms to improve 
markets for investors and thereby lower its borrowing costs over time. The invitation is part of a broader 
program of the Republic to manage its liabilities. 


‘Tis announcement isnot an offer or a solckaton of offers. Tho Instation is mado solaiy pursuant, and subject to, the Offering 
Crestor Wiman you make your Investment decision, you should rely oniy on the Information contained or incorporated by reference 1 
the Otfeing Creular and on any futher announcements or communication that may be expressly authorizad by the Reputc. The 
FRopubic nas not sutnorizod anyone to provide you wath information that is dilorot. The invtanon does not constituia, and may not 
apua i connection wth, on offer or sotcitailon by anyone in any Jurisdiction in which such olfer or soctation is not permitted by 
Tomor in which the porson making such offor or slletatlon is not quaified to do $0 or to any parson to whom is uniawltui to mako- 
such offer or sotctaion 


7 A tui ising of he Engle Bonds can be found in the ering Circular dated 18 January 2006 which is avatataa on the wobsta of 
the Bureau of Treasuryof the Phappines {wer treasury gov.) 
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the beating of his career. It was the third loss 
in the last four fights for the Mexican who had 
held titles in three different weight classes 
and had been in some bruising fights. 

“Iwas tired because of making weight and I 
was tired because of all the tough fights I've 
had,” Morales said. 

Morales (48-4) had beaten Pacquiao in a 
12-round decision in March last year, a loss 
Pacquiao attributed to problems with his pro- 
moter, the taxman and his gloves. He went in- 
to.the ring Saturday (Sunday in Manila), say- 
ing he was 100-percent fit and that there 
would be no excuses, win or lose. 

‘The first fight was a 12-round brawl, and 
the rematch promised to live up to expecta- 
tions early with both fighters trading punches 
freely and landing clean shots to the head. 
Pacquiao was busier though and seemed to 
win some early rounds through the sheer vol- 
‘ume of his punches. 

No title was at stake, but a lot of national 
pride was in the bout that drew 14,618 fans to 
the UNLV campus arena, many cheering their 
countrymen on. 

As the fight went on, it was Pacquiao's sup- 
porters doing the most cheering as their idol 
wore down Morales and landed shot after 
shot to the head and body. 

“I could see he was having problems taking 
my punches,” Pacquiao said. “I had no prob- 
Jem taking his.” 


Big punch in Round 2 

Pacquiao (41-3-1, 32 knockouts) landed a 
big punch in the second round, a left hand that 
sent Morales backward and forced him to grab 
onto the top rope to stay up. Morales also ap- 
peared ready to go down at the end ofthe sixth 
round after a series of punches inthe comer, but 
bounced off referee Kenny Bayless and stayed 
upright as the bell sounded to end the round. 

Morales outboxed Pacquiao in Rounds 3, 4 
and 5. However, that effort seemed to sap the 


PACQUIAO delivers a hard blow to the face of Morales in Round 9 of their grudge fight. 


energy of the 30-year-old Mexican as lie of- 
fered less resistance to Pacquiao's pressure as 
the fight progressed and Morales looked in- 
creasingly weary. Between rounds, he com- 
plained that his legs hurt and his cornermen 
rubbed them. 

Morales’ comer tried to get their fighter! to 
keep the pressure on, saying Pacquiao didn't 
know how to fight backward. But Pacquiao 
didn't have to because he stayed in front! of 
Morales, bouncing back and forth and throw- 
ing punches at every angle. > 

“The tide turned in the sixth round,” said 
Pacquiao's trainer, Freddie Roach. “I could see 
Morales was fading from all the body punches 
and Manny's right hook was beautiful.” 


‘He's all gone’ 

Morales was known all his career as a big 
puncher who never backed up. But for the last 
20 seconds of the ninth round he ran from Pac- 
quiao, trying not to take any more punishment. 

“He's all gone,” Roach told Pacquiao after 
the ninth round. 

Roach was prescient as Pacquiao came out 
and kept the pressure on Morales, whose face 
was marked with the sheer number of punches 
he took. Midway through the round, Pacquiao 
landed a huge left hand in the middle of a com- 
bination that put Morales on the canvas. 

Morales stayed there with his arm over a 
ring rope before finally getting up at the count 
of nine. Pacquiao then was all over him, land- 
ing a flurry that put a defenseless Morales 
down and ended the fight. 


4 got hit alot’ 

“He hit me with a lt of real good hard shots,” 
Morales said. “I got hitin the head alot.” 

Pacquiao got $2 million for the fight, but 
more importantly kept his stature as a natión- 
al hero in the Philippines. 

With the victory Pacquiao was installed as 
the World Boxing Council's No. 1 contender 
in the division in which Mexico's Marco Anto- 
nio Barrera holds the title. ‘AB AFP 


Mexican rushed to hospital 


From page Al 


the rematch clause in the fight contract was 
worth honoring. 

El Terrible, 29, who had never been floored 
in 51 previous fights, got a terrible beating. 
The courageous, complete boxer was a pic- 
ture of total surrender when he was waved 
out by referee Kenny Bayless with 27 seconds 
Jeftin the 10th round, 

Morales was puffed—eyebrows busted, 
nose bleeding, lips cut. The handsome Mexi- 
can fighter appeared like a school kid who 
had been mauled by a gang of thugs at the 
end of the contest. 

‘The numbing demolition, crafted before a 
big, restive audience that included world 
champions like Floyd Mayweather Jr. and 
Winky Wright, produced contrasting results 
in the 18,000-seat center. 

While Mexicans stood blankly, some of 
them with tears in their eyes, Filipinos 
jumped, embraced one another and danced, 
some shrieking in supreme delight. 

Tt was a scene out of Liberation, as Pac 
quiao’s scintillating triumph lifted the sagging 
national spirit. 

Pacquiao, in a white and red outfit, a whit 
bandana across his forehead, crossed himself, 
knelt and prayed in his comer upon entering 
thering. 

‘He was ahead at midring at the first bell 
when he clipped Morales with stiff jabs and 
combinations. 

He sustained his hot start through the second 
round but Morales recompased himself and 


Corrections 

IN YESTERDAY'S ISSUE, the front-page 
banner story misstated the Philippine 
Military Academy class that adopted 
President Macapagal-Arroyo as its hon- 
orary member, Ms Arroyo, who was the 
Vice President then, was adopted an 
honorary member by PMA Class 
1978—not 1974. 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
son of al errors in wring the Day 
esk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Buildin 
Chino Roce, Avenue comer Mascardo Seet 
Makati iy, Jax Nox 897-47.93/94; emal 

address: daydesk@ınquirer.com ph. 
‘Complalnes about Yack of fairness or objec- 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
or advocate, email address: readersadvo- 
fareGanguireccom. ph or fox Nos, 697-47- 
SASA, mune Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897.8808 Local 342. 


took charge in the next round until the fifth. 


A mismatch 

While their first encounter was a close one, 
bloody and dramatic, Pacquiao proceeded:to 
turn the second fight into a mismatch starting 
in the second half by outgunning and over- 
powering Morales, who had to be rushed tò a 
hospital after. 

Al three judges had Pacquiao ahead at the mo- 
ment of stoppage, a tribute to the Filipino boxing 
superstars newfound skills and sharpness. 

Paul Smith and Jerry Roth had it 87-84, 
Dave Moretti 86-85, all for Pacquiao. 

‘The Inquinen scored it 87-84 for Pacquiao. 

‘The fight was for the lowly WBC Interna- 
tional super featherweight title, reserved for 
fighters ranked 11th and lower but the re- 
ward for Pacquiao last night was boundless, 


Feat a first 
‘The awesome feat was the first of its mag- 
nitude and impact for any Filipino athlete. 
“Til be OK,” Pacquiao assured his handlers 
who were visibly shaking in their shoes when 
the sensational fighter was called into the ring, 
His job done, Pacquiao returned to his dress- 
ing room to rib his now ecstatic team members. 
“told you I'd do it, di ba?” Pacquiao, sport- 
ing only a gash over the left eye, quipped. 
Pacquiao, a poor boy from Mindanao, had 
his taste of boxing action while working in the 
construction company of Polding Correa, his 
first manager. 
Correa was at ringside here yesterday, a 
special guest of Pacquiao. i 
Pacquiao, a former WBC flyweight champion, 
won his second world crown, the IBF super ban- 
tanweight title, when he stopped Lehlo Ledwabah 
of Africa as a last-minute substitute in 2001, 


He never gave up 

His stock, however, rose prodigiously fol- 
lowing his 11th-round demolition of Magco 
Antonio Barrera, a Mexican boxing legend 
like Morales, in Texas in 2003. 

Barrera is the reigning WBC super feather- 
weight champion and the possibility of him 
clashing with Pacquiao anew was revived folldw- 
ing the humiliating loss suffered by Morales. ; 

Pacquiao, a heavy favorite, was cut, blood- 
ied and outpointed by Morales in their first 
fight last March, 

He, however, refused to give up. 1 

He clamored fora rematch. Í 

Yesterday, with the whole boxing world 
watching, Pacquiao's boundless perseverañce 
‘was rewarded with his instant elevation as ong of 
the greatest Filipinos to put on boxing gloves. + 
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to see justice 
in rape case 


By Volt Contreras 


TO AVOID A BACKLASH FOLLOWING ITS 
« Tefusal to hand over four American Marines 
‘accused of rape, the US Embassy in Manila 
‘yesterday sought to assuage the Philippine 
government that the United States also 
"wanted to see justice done in the case and 
‘the guilty punished. 

“We recognize that a case like this stirs 
strong emotional and political reactions,” the 
‘US Embassy said, “We believe that the judicial 

yi process should take its course in order for jus- 
ice to be served.” 
S. The US Embassy stressed that Washington 
“had the “deepest respect for the sovereignty of its 
{Nally as shown by its cooperation with local au- 
thorities since the start of the rape investigation. 
ay. “Regarding the current incident, the US and 
‘athe Philippines share the same goal—we want 
“Fro see justice done. Rape is a terrible crime, and 
‘its perpetrators should be punished whenever 
‘and wherever they are found guilty in a fair and 
impartial trial,” the embassy statement said. 
s+, Bat the embassy also issued a reminder on the 
5 steote principle” of Philippine and US laws that an 
< accused is presumed innocent until proven guilty. A 
aa The Visiting Forces Agreement, it said, clarifies gers y 
the legal status of visiting American troops and Ne A E 
provides the framework for cases to “move for- s 
ward” if they are charged under Philippine laws. 
„Irate legislators, however, want the VFA a fẹ% 3" i 
‘seven-year-old accord between the US and > s 
_the Philippines, tobe puton hold and renego- |} OTHER TREATMENTS: 
tiated following the embassy’s refusal to yield [i s MESOTHERAPY *AQUAMID 
the US Marines, || «SKIN WHITENING "BOTOX 
| Toappease thelawmakers, the USEmbassy |i «RESTYLANE  *PERLANE 
cited both the militaryand humanitarian ben- |} «LASER ACNE TREATMENT 
„efits of the VFA. [| SWART REMOVAL _ =FACIAL 
S% Since the VFÄs signing in 1998, both countries |} 
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2s, training tens of thousands of US and Philip- 
pine soldiers and bringing “significant humani- 
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‘darian assistance and community service to the 
S Philippines,” it said in the Jan. 20 statement. 
During a recent joint exercise dubbed “Talon 
‘Vision/Phiblex,” it said, around 5,000 American 
‘and Filipino troops not only trained together to 
{improve operational compatibility and readiness 
Prbut also “renovated schools and classrooms in 
Tarlac, donated computers and school supplies, 


www.slimmersworld.com.ph 
Inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph 


ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Sherry/Roda/Olive 365-7653 
CEBU Luisa/Chryso 231-3254 
GREENHILLS Eleanor 726-6505 

LEGASPI VILL. Lani/Jonah 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 


MEGAMALL Gina/Maureen 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan 887-1335 

say Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Lorie/Dino 681-5333 
SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 
SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 


TRAFALGAR Anna 814-0138 w 


‘tand provided free medical and dental services to 
ore than 2,000 Philippine citizens.” 


[KIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750587/09163912510_ BINONDO 2420728/09178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09194986196 
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Line up for the Chinese New Year. 


Celebrate the Year of the Dog by getting in line at the Rialto in Enchanted Kingdom. 
Now featuring The Funtastic World of Hanna Barbera on its big screen. 


You'll even get free Ang Pao envelopes as soon as you enter the Park from January 25 to 29. 
Plus enjoy a spectacular Lion and Dragon exhibition at 4pm on January 28. 


So start planning your visit today. Check out our Park and Shuttle Service schedules below: 


PARK SCHEDULE: SHUTTLE SERVICE: 

Wednesday to Friday 10:00am to 7:00pm From Ayala Center Bus Terminal 
Saturday to Sunday 10:00am to 10:00pm Wednesday to Friday 10:30am 

With Fireworks at 9:00pm during weekends and holidays Saturday to Sunday 10:30am and 12:30pm 


From the Park 
7:00pm 
7:00pm and 10:00pm 
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PACQUIAO flashes the victory sign after knocking dawn Morales in 


Round 10 of their 12-round bout. 


Pa 


One nation... . 


From page Al 
country on national and cable tele 
vision when interviewed in his 
dressing room after the fight. 

The boxer was surrounded by 
Filipino officials, led by First Gen- 
deman Jose Miguel Arroyo. 

Pacquiao profusely thanked 


J the nation for supporting him 


“He who sings well, prays twice” 


-St. Augustine 
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BIBLE MODE: 
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with its prayers. He admitted he 
felt like crying over the huge sup- 
port his compatriots gave him. 

“I hope you would continue to 
support me and, especially to Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo, thank 
you, thank you very much and to 
you all, thank you very much,” Pac- 
quiao said. “God bless you al.” 

Pacquiao also spoke by phone 
to Ms Arroyo, who watched the 
bout from Malacañang. 

“ join Filipinos from every cor- 
ner ofthe Philippines and the world 
in congratulating Manny Pacquiao 
on his very convincing victory” Ms 
Arroyo said in a statement. 


An inspiration 

She said Pacquiao's win should 
serve “as an inspiration and con- 
stant reminder to all our country- 
men that the Filipino can be the 
best in any endeavor when he 
puts his heart into it.” 

While the fight was going in Las 
Vegas on Saturday night (Sunday 
moming in the Philippines), there 
were only a few shoppers in the big 
malls in Metro Manila, despite it 
being a Sunday. 

Many of the usual mall customers 
apparently stayed home or had gone 
elsewhere to watch the bout. 

Shoppers began to come in at 
about 3 p.m., when the fight was 
over. 


Cheering every punch 

Only light traffic flowed along 
stretches of Edsa, 

In Pampanga, many jeepney 
and tricycle drivers in San Fer- 
nando stopped plying their 
routes and watched the fight ón 
television at their terminals, 

Every Pacquiao punch that 
found Morales’ chin or stomach 
set up roars of cheering. 

“The victory of Manny is a moral 
booster to all of us Filipinos, espe 
cially during these times,” said 
driver Nestor Ocampo. 

In Baguio City, traffic was at its 
lightest in, years because most 
residents stayed home to watch 
the fight, according to the police. 

Hundreds of people converged 
on Malcolm Square downtown to 
watch a delayed telecast of the 
‘match on a widescreen set up by 
the ABS-CBN network, 


Pretext for reunions 

In Barangay Dominican, families 
used the match as an excuse to hold 
reunions. Jeepney and taxi drivers 
also took a breather to watch the 
‘match before plying their routes. 

But cab driver Marvin Tang- 
ganan kept on working. 

"| decided to ear a living be- 
cause the radio already broadenst 
the fight, and [already knew who 
won,” Tangganan said, 

Wiulle in Las Vegas watching 
the fight, Hocos Sur Gov, Luis 
Chavit" Singson acted as the 
“plow-by-blow commentator” of 


aradio station in Vigan. 7, 

Singson interrupted a religious! 
program of the dwRS Commando 
Radio to deliver his fight com- 
mentary. 

In Sorsogon City, hundreds of, 
passengers going to different 
towns were stranded for hours af." 
ter jeepney drivers grounded, 
their vehicles to watch the bout. 


Deserted streets 
‘The streets were deserted, a 
scene experienced only during, 
Good Friday. Tricycle drivers also 
stopped plying their routes. 
Restaurants with TV sets were 
-ked with jubilant customers. ° 
But Grace Pascual, administra- 
tive officer of SN-dzRS, refused to 
watch the fight, saying she wouldn't 
beable to bear it if Pacquiao lost 
From their hideouts some- 
where south of Luzon, the Com: 
munist Party of the Philippines 
and the New People's Army 
joined the nation in celebrating, 
the victory of Pacquiao and that, 
of another Filipino, Jimrex Jaca, 
inan undercard. 


Victory for the people 

“We salute them for their victory., 
‘Their win is also the victory of the 
people,” communist spokesperson, 
Gregorio "Ka Roger” Rosal said ina 
text message. He said he followed: 
the fight on radio. 

When. asked if the rebels mo- 
mentarily stopped their opera 
tions against government forces 
so they could monitor the bout, 
Rosal said: “The NPA operations: 
against the enemies continued; 
even while some of the Red fight 
ers were monitoring the fight.” 

Tn Cotabato City, the Moro Isy 
lamic liberation Front congratulat- 
ed Pacquiao on his feat. À 

“We expected that he would 
win the bout. We join the Filipina, 
people not only in the country but 
those overseas as well in celebrat-: 
ing his victory,” MILF spokespery: 
son Eid Kabalu said on the 
phone. 

“We support him. We are happy 
that even in sports, our group feels, 
the spirit of unity,” Kabalu added, 

He said the front provided its 
forces in the field with TV sets so, 
they could watch the fight. 

Politicians were also ebullient. 

Sen, Richard Gordon sald the? 
fight was spectacular and noted: 
how Pacquiao was “focused” 
throughout, 

“That's one thing we Filipinos: 
lack. He also showed the Pinoy is 
world-class," Gordon said. 

Sen, Edgardo Angara said of 
Pacquiao: "He's a national treaz. 
sure. Let's take care of him and; 
let's not push him to exhaust him 
self” x 

Sen. Francis Pangilinan calle 
Pacquiao “truly the Filipino peo 
ple'schampion.” With reports, 
from Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen-; 
tral Luzon Desk; Leoncio Balbin’ 
Jr, Frank Cimatu and Vincent, 
Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau; Delfin T. Mallari Jr. and, 
Bobby Labalan, PDI Southern; 
Luzon Bureau; Michael Lim: 
Ubac, Luige del Puerto and TJ, 
Burgonio in Manila, and PDE 
Mindanao Bureau, AFP 


MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2006 


Tutors score 
GSIS, want 
insurance fund 
of their own 


By Alcuin Papa 


EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA- 
tion (DepEd) want out of the Government Service 
Insurance System (GSIS) because of the alleged 
inefficiency of the state-run pension fund. 

Instead, they are proposing the creation of 
a separate insurance system to cater exclu- 
sively to both teaching and nonteaching per- 
sonnelof the DepEd. 

DepEd National Employees Union presi- 
dent Domingo Alidon said the creation of 
their own insurance system will finally ad- 
dress teachers’ complaints against the GSIS. 

He said the GSIS had been remiss in its 
handling of teachers’ records. 

“Until now, our records at GSIS are incorrect 
and incomplete. Our dividends are not accu- 
rately computed,” Alidon said. He said most of 
the complaints they received were from em- 
ployees who were supposed to receive P2,000 
(n dividends) annually but received only P120. 

The DepEd is the largest government employer 

in the country with over half a million workers, 
the majority of whom are public school teachers. 
* Alidon said the union would present to 
Congress a draft bill that would provide for 
the creation of a separate insurance body for 
the DepEd similar to the insurance system for 
soldiers. 

He said that DepEd employees could not 
avail of loans from the GSIS because Union 
Bank, which has a contract with the GSIS to 
service its electronic card (E-Card), had 
stopped processing loans because of the incor- 
rect, inaccurate and sometimes non-existent 
records of DepEd employees with the GSIS. 

‘The DepEd union had earlier protested the 
allocation of P17.2 million to the GSIS for the 
updating of DepEd records. The union said 
the amount was “unfair and unreasonable if 
not illegal.” 

“It is very disadvantageous for the mem- 
bers to suffer the consequences for the incom- 
petence and inefficiency of the GSIS manage- 
ment,” Alidon said. 

Instead of spending the amount to correct the 
SIS’ mistake, “the money could have been con- 
verted into dividends in favor of the members.” 

‘Alidon also asked the GSIS to post and up- 
date payments already made by DepEd em- 
ployees, saying they had been religious in 
paying their loans and premiums to the GSIS. 


Probe set of huge 
Semirara oil spill 


‘THE SPECIAL BOARD OF MARINE INQUIRY 
will start its investigation into the massive oil 
spill that contaminated some 40 sq km of the wa- 
ters off Semirara island in Antique last month 
and destroyed mangroves and corals in the area. 

SBMI Iloilo board member Lt. Donette A. 
Dolina said the board has summoned the Na- 
tional Power Corp., whose barge spilled some 
198,000 liters of oil off Semirara on Dec. 18. 

“Irs a clarificatory hearing, more on fact 
finding to determine if it was an accident or if 
Napocor has a liability,” Dolina said. 

‘The hearing will be held on Jan. 31 in Ioi- 
lo, the district of the Philippine Coast Guard 
‘which has jurisdiction over the contaminated 
waters, The original hearing was scheduled 
for Jan. 18 but Napocor sought an extension 
because its lawyer could not appear earlier. 

The PCG estimated that the massive oil 
spill damaged 236 hectares of mangroves 
bordering the island, of which 80 ha were old 
growth. The PCG also noted dead seagrass 
and corals in the area, 

“The administrative penalties would depend 
onthe volume of the oil spilled,” Dolina said. 

‘The SBMI is composed of four members—a 
lawyer, chief engineer, master mariner and a 
line officer of the PCG, which in this case is 
Commander Ignacio Dilaflor, deputy first 
commander of the district. 

Napocor has hired about 50 casual workers 
to clean up the oil spill, according to the PCG, 
which estimated the total cost of the cleanup 
would reach P80 million and take four 
‘months to finish. Blanche S. Rivera 
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Don't let your time deposit 
be locked up by maturity dates. 


Presenting the Citibank Withdrawable Time Deposit. 
This is another breakthrough solution from Citibank. It combines 
the best of both worlds: the power of a high-yield time deposit 
and the convenience to withdraw anytime. 


The new Citibank Withdrawable Time Deposit is a one-year term 
deposit that allows you to break your placement into a maximum 
of 10 certificates, with a minimum of P50,000 per certificate. 
Now you can withdraw the amount you need - when you need it. 


Interest rate 
Minimum Booking Interest Rate | on amount withdrawn 


Amount fort year before maturity***__| 


P500,000* T% pia. 4% p.a. 


Visit any of our Citibank branches or call 247-9850 in Metro Manila 
or 234-9037 In Metro Cebu. Log on to www.cltibank.com.ph 
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1" International Conference on 


REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH MANAGEMENT 


Creating Impact in Communitites 
May 3 -5 ,2006 + The Westin Philippine Plaza} 


‘Editor Luverne B, Gueco 


Israel hints it is 
preparing military 
action against Iran 


JERUSALEM—DEFENSE MINISTER SHAUL MOFAZ ON SATURDAY 
hinted that Israel is preparing for military action to stop Iran's nucle- 
ar program, but said international diplomacy must be the first course 


“y 


With its theme "Creating Impact in Communities," Manila's 1st Intemational Conference on Reproductive Health 
Management brings together leaders, managers and advocates in the reproductive health sector to give them re 
opportunity to take stock of what has been done so far, to share and learn from one another and to chart more fective, 
oppaat e ways of pursuing their organizations’ missions and objectives in the light of the Millenium Development 
Goals (MDGs). 


‘Who Should Attend? 


| Y° Board Chairs and Members 
7 Executive Directors“ 


V. Donor Agency Officials“ °¥- Rural Health Officials and Worters, 
7 Development Consultants . ` -¥ Youth Leaders 

|, V NGO/PO Managers» Resource Mobilization Officers “7: Others interested in Reproductive Health. 
|v: ProgranvProject Manağers Advocacy Officers zy < and Community Development 

| Y Project Officers & Coordinators” -7 Health Practitioners 


‘The conference tracks focus on the six (6) elements of 
Reproductive Health 

1. governance, ethics, policy & standards 

2 organization & human resource dev't & management 
3. service delivery & operation management 

4 resource mobilization, partnership & alliance building 
5. knowledge management 

6. social enterpreneurship & enterprise development, 

insttatonaliation & sustainability 


cross-cutting concerns, to be highlighted in each session track 
include: 
fo adolescent & youth reproductive health & rights 
$ prevention & management of Ts, STs & HIVIIDS 
© famiy planning 
maternal & child health & nutrition 
S prevention & management of abortion & its complications 
$ prevention & management of violence 
‘against women & chidren 
o prevention & treatment of infrtity & sexual disorders 
men's reproductive health & involvement 
jucation & counseling on sexuality & sexual health 
$ prevention & management of breast & reproductive tract 
‘cancers & other gynecological conditions 


‘The conference will feature plenary & parallel sessions, skiis 
building workshops, exhibits, field visits, sociais & networking nights, 
showcasespostersfim showings. 


REGISTER NOW and avail of the EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT (only until 28 February 2006) 
LOCAL DELEGATES: Early Bird = Php5,000.00 Regular = Php5,500.00 
FOREIGN DELEGATES: Early Bird = US$250.00 Regular = PhpUS$300.00 
rates are incase of one f1) conference tit, two (2) snacks B ane (1) hunch per day for hee (3) days, optional City Tour & Welcome Diane} 


PRESENT A PAPER and enjoy INCENTIVES! 

Abstracts of PAPERS FOR PRESENTATION must focus 

on the CONFERENCE TRACKS and must be submitted 
NOT later than 28 February 2006. 


The Conference also offers excellent 
‘opportunities for product or service promotions. 
EXHIBITORS and SPONSORS are WELCOME. 


—_—____—_. 
Full details of the Conference, including application farms and abstract guidelines, are downloadable at www.phansup.org 
“Or call She or Kate at (63-2) 855-8342 to 45. 

——— 


MAJOR PARTNERS ox 9 srr 208 


"The David and Lucile Packard ere varons 


noran mamnanonas, 


ANE werner ce 


ORGANIZER: TO REGISTER CONTACT KATE of SHE: 
ABIA PACIFIC RH DEVELOPMENT CENTER WORLDEXEO, INC, Event Manager. 
Panpin NGO Supper Program, le co Fan ODs 
Ke VOSS Bonar. 0-8 Panay Cay 102, Popes 
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For all employers in the government 
and private sectors 


EFFECTIVE January 1, 2006, a new PhilHealth premium contribution schedule for 
the employed sector will be implemented per PhilHealth Circular No. 01, s-2005. 
Below is the contribution schedule for reference: 


Monthly 
Salary 
Bracket 


Total Monthly 
Contribution 


Monthly Salary 
Range 


Salary Base 
(s8) 


Employee Share (EeS) 
(EeS=05x TMC) 


Employer Share (ErS) 
(ErS=0.5x TMC) 


100.00 
1250 
150.00 
17500 
200.00 
22500 
250.00 
27500 
300000 
3500 
35000 
‘37500 
400.00 
42500 
“450.00 
47500 
500.00 
B00 
36000 
875.00 
600.00 
625.00 


P5000 
6250 
750 
CEJ 

1000 

11250 

125.00 

13750 

1500 

16250 

17500 

GEJ 

200.00 

EEJ 

250 

GEJ 

20.00 

EEJ 

T7500 

EEJ 

300000 

KEJ 


P4,989.99 and below 
5,000.00 to 5,999.99 
6,000.00 to 6.999.399 
7,000.00 to 7,999.39 
8,000.00 to 8,999.99 
8,000.00 to 9,999.99 

10,000.00 to 10,999.99 
11,000.00 to 11,999.99 
12,000.00 to 12,990.99 
13,000.00 10 13,909.99 
14,000.00 0 14,990.99 
75,000.00 10 15,999.99, 
76,000.00 0 16,908.99, 
17,000.00 0 17,998.99, 
18,000.00 to 16,980.09 
19,000.00 0 19,908.99, 

720,000.00 0 20,999.39 

27,000.00 t 21,986.90 

72,000.00 0 22,989.39 

23,000.00 10 23,990.90 

724,000.00 to 24,999.39 

726,000.00 and up 


4,000.00, 
5,000.00 
6,000.00 
7,000.00 
8,000.00 
9,000.00 

40,000.00 

41,000.00 

42,000.00 

13,000.00 

14,000.00 

15,000.00 

16,000.00 

417,000.00 

6,000.00 

19,000.00 

20,000.00 

2,000.00 

72,000.00 

23,000.00 

24,000.00 

725,000.00 


50.00 
6250 
75.00 
8750 

1000 

11250 

150 

137.50 

150.00 

16250 

175.00 

18750 

EX 

21250 

250 

2750 

25000 

2260 

275.00 

2750 

300.00 

31250 


| 

Contributions from the public and private sector employers should be remitted on or before the 10th calendar day of the month 
following the applicable month at any PhilHealth Offices or through accredited collecting agents and their! branches nationwide. 
Employers are also enjoined to submit the Quarterly Remittance Reports (RF-1) onor before the 15th day of the month following 
the applicable quarter, 


Fallure to deduct andlor consequently remit the said premiums and lo submit the RF-1 shall make the employer fable for 
reimbursement of payment of a properly fled claim in case the concemed employee. or hsiher qualified dependenls, avails 
‘Of PhilHealth benefits, without prejudice to the imposition of other penaliies provided for inthe revised Implementing Rules and 
Regulations (IRR) of the National Health Insurance Act of 1995 (RA 7875 as amended). 


©% PhilHealth 
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ofaction. 

“We are giving priority at this stage to diplo- 
matic action ... but in any case we cannot toler- 
ate a nuclear option for Iran and we must pre- 
pare ourselves,” Mofaz said at a prestigious aca- 
demic conference in the coastal town of Herzliya, 
north of Tel Aviv. 

“We must develop the option of our defense 
with all that implies,” Mofaz said without provid- 
ing further details. 

“We must treat the (Iraniani) threat responsi- 
bly and with utmost seriousness,” Mofaz said, re- 
newing accusations that Tehran was supporting 
“terrorism” by funding militant groups. 

“Iran gives (Lebanese Shiite group) Hezbollah 
$100 milion per year, and part of this money 
goes to Palestinian terrorist groups,” ‘he said. 

“in addition, Iran is the primary source of 
money for Islamic Jihad which committed the 
majority of suicide attacks against Israel last 


Mofaz’s comments were likely to add to the 
growing tensions with Iran. 

Israel has come to view the Islamic republic in 
‘Tehran as its number one enemy and its fears 
were heightened when Iranian President Mah- 
moud Ahmadinejad in October called for the 
Jewish state to be “wiped off the map.” It accuses 
the Tehran government of pursuing nuclear 
‘weapons. 

Tran faces the threat of being referred to the 
UN Security Council for resuming sensitive nu- 
dear fuel research work that Israel and the West- 
em powers fear would give the regime the know- 
how to build a bomb. 

‘Tehran insists sach work is legal given it has 
signed the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and 
has branded atomic weapons “un-Islamic; 

Mofaz welcomed the US-led effort to bring 


Iran before the Security Council, saying sanctions 
and intemational oversight of Iran's nuclear pro- 
gram is the “correct policy at this time.” But he 
suggested that Israelis preparing for military ac- 
tion ifthe diplomatic efforts fail. 

“Israel will not be able to accept an Iranian nu- 
lear capability and it must have the capability to 
defend itself, with all that that implies, and this 
we are preparing,” Mofaz said. 

“The defense minister's remarks came after in- 
terim Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said Tuesday 
that Israel would not let anyone who threatened 
its existence obtain weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

“Israel cannot allow in any way or at any stage 
someone who has such hostile intentions against 
us to obtain weapons that could threaten our ex- 
istence,” Olmert said in talks with President 
Moshe Katsav. 

Israeli leaders have repeatedly said they hope 
the crisis can be resolved through diplomacy, and 
that any military action would have to be part of 
an international effort. Israeli officials have de- 
nied having plans for a unilateral preventive 
strike. 

The Jewish state has never acknowledged the 
existence of a nuclear arsenal, though it is widely 
believed to possess hundreds of atomic weapons. 

Mofaz accused Iran of helping mastermind a 
suicide bombing that wounded 20 people in Tel 
Aviv last week. Iran said on Saturday that the al- 
legations were baseless. 

During a trip to Syria last week, Ahmadinejad 
met with leaders of Islamic Jihad, the group that 
carried out the bombing, and challenged Europe 
to take back the Jews who emigrated to Israel I 
was the latest in a string of comments question- 
ing Israels existence. ARAFP 


Kosovo’s President Rugova 
dies; delicate talks delayed 


PRISTINA, SERBIA-MONTENEGRO—KOSOVO 
President Ibrahim Rugova died of cancer at the 
age of 61 on Saturday, his office said, forcing the 
United Nations to delay delicate talks on the con- 
tested s furure status. 

Rugova's death at his home in the provincial 
capital Pristina came just four days before the 
first face-to-face talks on Kosovo between Alba- 
nian leaders and the Serbia government were to 
beheld in Vienna. 

In the talks, the negotiating team represent- 
ing Kosovo's ethnic Albanians, which Rugova 
was due to lead, is demanding nothing short of 
independence from Serbia, which the govern- 
‘ment in Belgrade firmly opposes. 

“Rugova died in his residence, where be has 
been treated for his illness, surrounded by his 
family, personal doctors and US doctors,” said a 
presidential office statement, adding he had 
shown “enormous courage and high morale” in 
his battle with the disease. 

“The president’ death is a great loss for the 
Kosovo people in a decisive moment for our fu- 
ture,” said Kosovo's government. “The govem- 
ment calls upon the citizens to remain peaceful 
and continue working toward building a beter 
furure forall.” 

‘The government later said it had proposed 
five days of mourning. Rugova's funeral would 
be held Wednesday, pending agreement by his 
family and procedures. 

“The chief UN special envoy for the talks, for- 
mer Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari, said in 
Helsinki that the talks would be postponed until 
early February. 

It was nor clear who would replace Rugova as 
the head of the Albanian talks team, but his po- 
sition as president was temporarily filled by 
Kosovo Parliament Speaker Nexhat Daci. 

Ahtisaari joined other worid leaders by urg- 
ing Kosovars to keep their calm. 

Ethnic tensions remain despite the end of the 
conflict between Serbian forces and separatist 
Albanian rebels more than six and a half years 
ago. 

‘Tm certain that President Rugova would 
have liked to see that we will proceed with sta- 
tus negotiations so that results can be achieved,” 
said Ahtisaari, adding he hoped “the situation 
Will remain calm.” 

Serbian President Boris Tadic said the death 
of Rugova would be a “great loss” for Kosovo Al- 
banians. He said he hoped his absence would 
not derail effort to find a peaceful compromise 
acceptable to both parties. 

Rugova, who symbolized the peaceful resis- 
tance to the repression of the regime of former 
Yugoslav leader Slobodan Milosevic, was a 
chain-smoker who revealed in September that 
he was suffering from lung cancer 


RUGOVAis seen in photo taken Dec. 23, 
2005, the last time hewas seen in public, A? 


Despite appearing in public on Dec. 23, his ill- 
ness had caused further instability in Kosovo be 
cause the status talks team had not been able to 
meet for 40 days. 

Kosovo has been run by the United Nations 
and Nato since June 1999, when alliance ait 
strikes led Serbian forces under Milosevic to 
withdraw from the province, where they had 
been cracking down on separatists. 

Rugova was bom in Kosovo on Dec. 2, 1944, 
‘and went on to Paris’ Sorbonne University be- 
fore becoming a prominent author and leading 
intellectual in ex-Yugoslavia, 

He first appeared on the diplomatic scene in 
1989 and founded his Democratic League of 
Kosovo party the next year in response to Milo- 
sevic's decision to revoke Kosovo's autonomy. 

Seen by many as the “father of the nation,” 
Rugova maintained close ties with the West, 
particularly Washington. Although he never 
sought the limelight, he was awarded the 
Sakharov Prize for freedom of thought in 1998, 

He was criticized for his description of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army (UCK) guerrillas as a 
group “possibly formed by Belgrade, which aims 
to discredit peaceful Kosovo Albanian polities.” 

A political feud ensued between his party and 
the UCK, which quickly won the support of the 
ethnic Albanian population. 

Rugova was also an easy target for hardliners 
who charged he collaborated with Milosevic on 
April 1, 1999, by meeting with him in Belgrade, 
a few days after the start of the 78-day Nato 
bombing campaign and appearing on Serbian 
iclevisin to call fora “political solution.” 
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Where ARE You A FLOATER oR SINKER? 
you find Do a daily health check by 


looking down the toilet bowl. If 
th h t it’s a floater it's a healthy stool, if 
e pesi, it’s a sinker, you're not eating 
e R Aue yous Boater Tanggal L Ubo.. al Giginhawa. Boses Gaganda! 

CLium*Fibre 100% Natural & 
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Ayan atE MT: i ostaen oe Exclusively Imported & Distributed by: Available in plastic pack ne 
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GlobeQUEST TouchPoint: 
Enabling Multi-Channel 


Fo TECHNOLOGY MOVES : 


Dueto the rapid advancements 
in technology, bank customers 
have become more demanding 
and impatient than ever. They | ; I 
expect banks to provide | | 


services that are conveniently 
available anytime and 


se) ONLY THE DYNAMIC | 


As a result, the banking sector 
suddenly finds itself obligated 
to not just provide competitive 
products to customers, but 
speedy and accurate services 
as well. Self-service | 
transactions, collectively 
known as e-banking are now 
made possible through the 
Internet, ATM machines, | 
landline and mobile phones, 
POS terminals, kiosks, and 
call centers. 


This development pushed 
GlobeQUEST, the corporate 
arm of Innove 
Communications, Inc., to 
expand its service lines and | 
come up with a complete | 
solution that will address the 
e-banking needs of the 
banking industry. Thus, the 
creation of a GlobeQUEST 
TouchPoint. 


GlobeQUEST TouchPoint is a 
solution that provides the 
interface to a fully managed 
and hosted e-Banking 
middleware. It enables banks 
to conveniently provide 
services to their clientele 
through multiple and 
integrated delivery channels, 
thereby enhancing end- 
customer experience and 
improving operational 
|. efficiency. 


‘Through this solution, banks 
are enabled to offer Internet 
banking, Mobile banking, and 
Phone banking without the 
need for typical start up 
expenses, plus it gives them a 
faster, time to market the 
service. The delivery 
channels supported are: 
Internet (Broadband, WiFi, 
dial-up), SMS, WAP, GPRS, 
and Phone (via an Integrated | 
Voice Response System). 


At GI QUEST, 

not being able to m i rd way of thidking has éarried us:the trust of the most successful bu: in the country: By 
GlobeQUEST TouchPoint is Continuously im u estoa 1n technology and sence: 

an end-to-end service that os ‘ hegter i A 

allows banks to stay at pace 
with. the trends and keep 
customers happy by giving 
them round the clock access to 
their accounts. 


Cory 
GlobeQUEST 


Contact Us: 7 B), mia b iquestcóriRh w 
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EEN Special Promo Package 


HONGKONG 


‘OTHER INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC 
TICKETS/PACKAGES ARE AVAILABLE 
WE ALSO OFFER PASSPORTING. 
VISA ASSISTANCE & NSO 


HOLIDAY TREA 

Coden 

oe ee se oe 
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AFFORDABLE FARES ND LOCAL PICKAGES ARE ALSO VLA 
pede TRAVEL & TOURS 
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252 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


REN Canon: Olivetti. Savin 
Also Avaliable: LIQUID COPIERS 


NESSCARE ST.C. me" 
BS BUSINESSCARE 2.6 me yẸX 


E Opportunity knocks 


but one, 


Ae i every Sunday wih he 
Pipe Daly ge. 
$ 99 [KUALA LUMPUR § 267] i 1 
HONGKONG REGULAN PACKAGE Š 169 | SAIGON Pkg $283 
HKG+SHERTHEN-+ONNEILAND $ 198| MACAU Pkg $148 
BANGKOK PACKAGE, $216 GUAM Pkg $435 Harkel 
SINGAPORE PROMO PACKAGE $ 251 | SAIPAN Pkg $426 : 


MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2006 


Showdown looms 
in Nepal as king 
refuses v budge 


KATHMANDU — AS 
thousands of pro- 
democracy protesters 
fought running bat- 
tles with police on the 
streets of the capital 
this weekend, Nepal's 
king sat regally un- 
moved hundreds of 
miles away in the east 
of the country. 
When he returns 
to Kathmandu on 
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Sunday, after a three- 
week “informal visit” 
to the countryside, 
his reaction to the 
latest twists in a long- 
running political cri- 
sis will be closely 
watched. So far there 
is no indication that 
he is prepared to 
compromise, ana- 
lysts and diplomats 
say. 

“Things are head- 
ed for confrontation 
if he doesn't respond 


500 Locals Expandable 


“intel Communication Corp. 
$a ces mg 1.9m oe Geuco Gy 
soss - 364-8277. 


demanding,” said 
Yubaraj Ghimire, edi- 
tor of the Samay 
news weekly. "Then 
we would get into a 
phase of bloodshed 
and more repres- 
sion.” 
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‘Swiss WATCHES 


secondo er last February, fi- 


with politicians he 
accused of ruining 
the country, But royal 
rule has brought no 
relief to his dirt-poor 
Himalayan kingdom, 
with civil liberties 
squeezed, human 
rights trampled and a 
Maoist rebellion. un- 
deterred. 

“He has all the 
characteristics of an 
autocrat,” said one 
Western diplomat. 

“What we have 
seen in the last year is 
a systematic attempt 
to destroy major 
democratic parties 
and to undermine 
their leadership, and 
to place monarchists 
in key positions in lo- 
cal government, the 
civil service, security 
forces and constitu- 
tional bodies." 

Reuters 
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US made the whipping boy 
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in tense Canadian election 


MONTREAL—PRIME MINISTER PAUL MARTIN 
once made nursing Canada's bruised relations 
‘with Washington a priority—but has used Amer- 
ica as a whipping boy in his desperate bid to re- 
tain power, 

Facing defeat in Monday's general election, 
Martin has accused his main rival, Conserva- 
tive leader Stephen Harper, of harboring a se- 
cret hardline agenda more in tune with US 
arch conservatives than mainstream Canadi- 
ans. 

‘Annoying Canada’s southern neighbor and 
biggest trading partner—not to mention the 
world’s sole superpower—may seem ques- 
tionable diplomacy. 

But in a country with a social safety net 
more in line with liberal Europe than conser- 
vative America, and where suspicion of Bush 
runs high, it can be good politics. 

Martin's Liberal Party warned in an attack 
ad that a Harper win would “bring a smile to 
George W. Bush's face.” 

‘And the prime minister himself has not 
been shy of slinging his own mud, claiming 
Harper's agenda is “really drawn from the ex- 
treme right in the United States.” 

‘And he has even sparred with the US am- 
bassador to Canada, after ticking off Wash- 
ington for its refusal to join a multilateral 
plan to cut greenhouse gases which 
emerged from a US climate conference here 
in December. 


change, which Cana- 
da has ratified, 
though fallen short 
on implementing. 

He signaled he 
would review Mar- 
tin’s decision last 
year not to join the 
US missile defense 
shield. 

Harper has also 
pledged to boost the 
military, a move that 
would also be popu- 
lar in Washington, 
where officials are 
disdainful of Cana- 
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Harper shares US criticisms of da's ability to secure the neigh- 
the Kyoto accord on climate 
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Pakistan says US strike at al-Qaida 
leaders was ‘counterproductive’ 


ISLAMABAD—PAKISTAN’S — OPPOSI- 
tion Islamic alliance said Sunday it will 
step up protests against a US missile 
_ strike that targeted al-Qaida’s leaders 
‘ but killed 13 civilians, and the presi- 
dent told the US to halt such actions. 

‘The opposition has already launched 
demonstrations against the Jan. 13 at- 
tack, with thousands burning effigies of 
US President George W. Bush—and 
many vowing to fight a Jihad, or holy 
‘war, against the United States. 

‘The strike apparently targeted—but 
missed—al-Qaida’s No. 2 leader Ayman 
al-Zawahri at Damadola town near the 
Afghan border in Pakistan's mountainous 
Bajur region. Pakistani officials believe it 
wiped out four other top al-Qaida opera- 

+ tives, but also killed at least 13 civilians 
"including women and children. 


ME 


Pakistan does not allow US forces in 
Afghanistan to pursue militants across 
the border, or to launch strikes without 
permission. Washington has refused to 
publicly discuss the attack on Damadola, 
with officials mostly saying the United 
States will continue pursuing terrorists 
no matter where they were. 

In comments aired Sunday on Pak- 
istan's independent GEO television st 
tion, visiting US Undersecretary of 
State Nicholas Burns would only say 
Washington has full “respect” for Pak- 
istan’s government. 

“The government of Pakistan has tak- 
en the lead in commenting on this situa- 
tion, and it is proper because this is your 
country” said Bums, who is on a tour of 
South Asia. “Its a sovereign entity, we re- 
spect that... [think we've handled this sit- 


T 


O 
TRO 


nY 


uation in an appropriate way” 

The assault has caused friction be- 
tween Islamabad and Washing- 
ton—and widespread outrage in the Is- 
amic nation of 150 millio 

The latest protest was set for later 
Sunday in Inayat Qala town near 
Damadola. 

On Monday, a mass march was slated 
to move from Pakistan's capital, Islam- 
abad, to the radical hotbed of Peshawar 
and then on'to Damadola, said Shal 
Shamsi, a spokesperson for the opposi- 
tion alliance called the Mutahida Ma- 
jlis-e-Amal, or United Action Forum. 

On Saturday, Pakistan's President Gen. 
Pervez Musharraf told the United Statesit 
cannot repeat such attacks, while Foreign 
Minister Khursheed Kasuri called the as- 
sault “counterproductive” given the “pre- 
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vailing public sentiment.” 

Mushan 
happened in Bajur must not be repeat 
ed,” a foreign ministry official said on’ 
condition of anonymity due to policy. € 

“While reaffirming Pakistan's commit- 
‘ment to counterterrorism, the foreign min-‘: 
ister underlined the need for the two coun- 

ies to work ina manner that precludes re- 
cent incidents like Bajur,” a foreign ministry 
statement said Saturday night. 

GEO television station also said 
Musharraf told Burns that Pakistan is, 
“fully capable of defending its fron- 
tiers,” and that repeated attacks could 
affect cooperation in the war on terror, 

Islamabad is a top US ally. 

Shamsi said Musharraf's first publi- 
cized comments on issue were simply 
“too late.” AP 
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Kuwait in crisis a 
to oust new emi 


KUWAIT CITY—KUWAIT 
plunged into crisis Saturday as 
the Cabinet decided to start un- 
precedented procedures to re- 
move the country’s ailing new 
emir, who in tumn insisted on tak- 
ing the oath of office, 

The Cabinet decision was an- 
nounced following a lengthy emer- 
gency meeting chaired by powerful 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Ah- 
mad al-Sabah, who has been anoint- 
ed by a majority of members of the 
ruling family to replace the emi. 

‘The move apparently came after 
last-minute goodwill moves failed 
to persuade the emir to abdicate, 
as Sheikh Saad al-Abdullah al- 
Sabah asked parliament Saturday 
to convene a special session so that 
he could be sworn in. 

A government statement said 
“the Council of Ministers .. decid- 
ed to initiate constitutional proce- 
dures stipulated in Article 3 of the 
1964 Emirates Inheritance Law,” 
which stipulates the removal of the 


Japan gov't hit 
over US beef flap 


‘TOKYO—OPPOSITION LEADERS IN JAPAN 
took the government to task Sunday for lift- 
ing a ban on US beef imports last month, only 
to be forced to reimpose it over a shipment 
containing banned animal matter, 

“The govemment’s political responsibility 
is extremely grave,” Yoshihiko Noda, chief of 
parliamentary affairs for the main opposition 
Democratic Party, said on a panel discussion 
carried by public broadcaster NHK. 

“The government dared to take the deci- 
sion (on the resumption of US beef imports) 
without guaranteeing the effectiveness of the 
inspection system,” he said. 

Tokyo had agreed to resume US beef im- 
ports last month provided they came from US 
cattle no more than 20 months old and risky 
animal parts, such as brains and spinal mate: 
rial, were removed. 

But a US beef shipment flown into Tokyo's 
Narita airport on Friday was found to include 

al columns, prompting Japan to reimpose 
the ban over fears of mad cow disease 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe on Sat- 
urday pledged to lodge a formal protest with 
the US,administration when Deputy Secre: 
tary of State Robert Zoellick holds talks with 
top officials in Japan this week. 

‘Abe, a close ally of Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi, and Foreign Minister Taro Aso were 
scheduled to meet Zoellick here on Monday. 

Noda said a fact-finding team from his par- 
ty had determined that US facilities to inspect 
beef for export were poorly organized. AFP 


China draws $96B 
from tourism in ’05 


BEUING—CHINAS TOURISM SECTOR 
earned $96 billion last year and will likely 
grow by 8 percent this year as the country 
climbs up the ladder of top travel destina: 
tions, state media said Sunday. 

China received 120 million overseas visi“ 
tors in 2005 and saw 31 million outbound 
ravellers, the Xinhua news agency reported, 
‘Travellers from Hong Kong, Macau and Tai- 
wanare considered overseas visitors. 

Income from domestic tourism reached, 
528.6 billion yuan ($66 billion) while earn- 
ings from international travellers surpassed 
$29.3 billion, Xinhua cited the China National, 
Tourism Administration as saying. 

China's tourism industry has been develop- 
ing rapidly in recent years, with inbound, out- 
bound and domestic markets growing pros- 
perously. 

Shao Qiwei, director of the administration, 
predicted China would see 130 million in: 
bound travellers this year, up 8 percent from 
the previous year, Xinhua said, 

‘The industry is expected to grow by eight 
percent a year until the end of the decade, AFP 
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Under the law, if the emirs 
health prevents him from carrying 
out his duties, the Cabinet should 
ask parliament to relieve him of his 
powers, paving the way for the ap- 
pointment of a new ruler 

‘To depose the emir, parliament 
needsa two-thirds majority of the 
65-member house, which in- 
cludes 16 Cabinet ministers who 
can also vote. 

If Sheikh Saad is removed, it 
would be the first time a ruler has 
been stripped of his powers for 
more than a century. 

‘On Friday, an official statement 
on the meeting at Sheikh Sabah’s 
house run by the official KUNA 
news agency did not refer to Sheikh 
Saad as emir, but the Cabinet's 
statement on Saturday did so. 

State-run_ television showed 
hundreds of members of the rul- 
ing family gathered at Sheikh 
Sabah's house, expressing their 
loyalty to him and asking him to 
“lead” the country. AFP 
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Pope’s personal army 
marks 500th anniversary 


VATICAN CITY—THE SWISS GUARD, THE POPE'S PER- 
sonal army of mercenaries and an unlikely relic of Europe's 
troubled, war-torn past, on Sunday celebrates its 500th an- 
niversary. 

Tewill be a birthday party to remember. There will be a 
cascade of ceremonies over the next few months, culmi- 
nating in a mass celebrated by Pope Benedict XV himself 
on May 6, the day each year when new recruits are admit- 
ted to the world’s smallest and oldest standing army. 

‘The commemorative festivities will begin in the Sistine 
Chapel on Sunday with a mass for the 110 members of 
the Pontiff’s guard, presided by the Vatican’s Secretary of 
State Angelo Sodano. 

Later the same day a 70-strong honor guard, decked 
lout in their medieval military costumes of blue, red and 
yellow, will receive the Pope's blessing in St. Peter's 
Square. This event reenacts the moment five centuries 
ago when the first contingent of 150 Helvetian sol- 
diers—renowned for their fighting prowess—passed 
through the Porto del Popolo and into the Vatican, where 
they were blessed by Julius IL. 

” Ever since then, the requirements for joining this elite force 
have been almost the same: "I am a Swiss citizen, a Roman 
Catholic faithful, of good moral ethical background, between 
19.30, at least 174 centimeters tall, and not married,” reads a 
partial list addressed to potential applicants. 

‘On April 7, a contingent of ex-guards from Switzerland 
will;begin’ a four-week “march toward Rome” along the 
same.route taken by their military forebears, arriving in 
ime for the swearing-in ceremony presided over by 
Benedict XVI. 

“Me attendant parade usually takes place in the San 
Damasco Courtyard, but this year will be in St. Peter's 
Square for the first time. 

‘Driven from their impoverished, Alpine cantons in the 
15th and 16th centuries, thousands of young mercenaries 
enrolled in the armies of the fiefdoms, kingdoms and city 
States that were constantly at war in France, Italy and 
Germany during the early Renaissance. AFP 
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Lost whale that stole heart of Londoners dies 


LONDON—A LOST NORTHERN BOT- 
tle-nosed whale that swam up the River 
‘Thames into central London and cap- 
tired the heart of Britons died Saturday 
after rescue workers tried to ship it back 
to the wild. 

In an operation watched by river- 
bank crowds and covered live on televi- 

ion, marine experts hoisted the whale 
onto a barge after having tracked it 
since Friday, and sailed it back down 
the Thames toward the sea. 

But the health of the five-to six-meter 
whale, ailing and exhausted after its 
‘mysterious two-day sojourn in freshwa- 
ter, took a tum for the worse on the 
barge as it sailed toward the Thames es- 
tuary. 

“We had a phone call from the vet 
saying that it had started convulsing 
and while he was on the phone it 
died,” said Alan Knight, chair of the 
British Divers Marine Life Rescue 
group. 

“lt was still about two hours away 
from the planned release place.” 


Cut through the hassles 
of bills payment 


‘The time of death was around 7 p.m. 

‘Though no cause of death was imme- 
diately available, experts had warned 
that the whale might not be able to cope 
with the noise and chaos around it as 
well as the pressure of its own weight 
onits internal organs. 

‘They also said its lungs and eyes 
might have been damaged in the fresh- 
water. 

‘Such a rare sight in London—the first 
northem bottlenose record- 
ed here since records began 
nearly a century ago—trig- 
gered popular wonder, 
amazement and sympathy, 
all summed up in a Daily 
Mail headline: “Free Willy!” 

‘And it generated round- 
the-clock live television 
coverage. 

Hopes had risen at one 
point of a happy Holly- 
wood ending, as in the 
movie on which the head- 
line was based. 


But when it ended tragically, Sky 
News was flooded with sad and wistful 
e-mails from the nation. “So very sad 
that thé magnificent efforts of so many 
to save the Thames whale were in 


vain,” wrote Ken Benge. 

It had all started as a curiosity 
when first reports emerged early 
Friday of a whale in the British 
capital when a man traveling on a 
train called the authorities after 
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first thinking he was hallucinating. 
Soon Londoners and foreign tourists 
had flocked to the banks of the Thames 
to catch a glimpse of the disoriented 
whale, which had swam more than 40 
miles from the open sea. AFP 
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Fight 


E VEN IF HE HAD LOST, BOXING ICON MANNY PAC- 


quiao still would have done the country proud. He 
had learned his lessons from the first fight with 
Mexican superstar Erik Morales 10 months ago and, as 
teachers say approvingly of exemplary students, applied 
himself, Yesterday's rematch showed a disciplined athlete 
doing what had to be done: Pacquiao used his right hand 
more often, gunned for the body, put up 
EDITORIAL his hands in defense throughout, re- 
membered his footwork. As a result, he. 

fought a much better fight than the last time. 

Another thing: He had also learned to be patient. He 
did not put all his hopes on a knockout win; instead, he 
followed the game plan as much as he could, willing to 
win the match on points, but ready to go for the quick end 
if the chance offered itself. 

Even if he had lost, Pacquiao would have honored his 
many fans, simply by fighting the good fight. But he 
went on to avenge last year’s loss, and in memorable 
fashion. 

‘We salute Pacquiao on his decisive win; it is a victory 
made-even more emphatic by the fact that he is the first 
boxer to knock out Morales, a three-time world champi- 
on, Now his triumph will be appropriated by everyone 
with'a point to make or a product to sell; everyone will 
find in this bounce-back-from-defeat classic a metaphor 
to suit any need. 

The question is: Will we in fact learn the right lessons? 

Much will be made of Pacquiao's fighting spirit, espe- 
cially because he was also on the receiving end of some 
staggering blows from Morales, a peerless counter- 
puncher. But this second fight proves that, to stay at the 
top, heart is not enough. One needs the yoke of discipline. 
One needs to submit to the sometimes harsh requisites of 
training, the repetitive instructions of the coach, the un- 
forgiving timetables of conditioning. 

Pacquiao started training in Los Angeles in mid-De- 
cember; he spent his birthday and the Christmas holi- 
days in training camp. That kind of dedication helps ex- 
plain why he did not lose wind even in the last rounds of 
the fight. 

Much will also be made of Pacquiao's power punches, 
and the fact that this time around he wore the thinner 
Cleto Reyes gloves. But this second fight proved that, to 
beat the best in the world, it is not enough to rely on one’s 
instincts or natural gifts, or to depend on the improvisa- 
tional ability the Filipino is famous for. One needs to craft 
a plan, and then to stick to that plan. 

‘Morales won the first bout in part because Pacquiao de- 
pended too much on his powerful left hand; once Morales 
figured that out, he was able to dictate the pace of the 
fight, But in yesterday's fight, Pacquiao finally learned to 
trust his right (which his coach last year rather prema- 
turely called “Manila Ice”). In the clutch, especially in the 
early rounds and at the start of the seventh, he could have 
reverted to his natural stance and become “left-hand hap- 
py” all over again (another memorable phrase from his 
coach). But he stuck to the plan, and in the end wore 
Morales down. 

Much will also be made of Pacquiao’s role as a national 
symbol, of his gift for concentrating national pride in his 
person, And in fact the public seemed as one yesterday, 
with millions of Filipinos watching the fight or listening 
to it. But the second fight also proved that not even an 
epic bout can erase the divisions that disfigure the na- 
tion. For some reason, some Filipinos thought it was fun- 
ny to circulate false messages about the outcome of the 
fight, even before it had started. And in movie houses 
and function rooms that broadcast the fight live, audi- 
ences tittered when they suddenly saw Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Chavit Singson appear in the ring, and groaned when 
they saw First Gentleman Mike Arroyo loom beside Pac- 
quiao. 

Boxing is both an impossibly demanding sport and a 
sportswriter’s “sweet science.” It is not, however, a substi- 
tute for politics; it is not a means of political dispute reso- 
lution. If anything, a fight like yesterday's was only a 
respite from politics. So a word to the wise: Beware of 
politicians or political wannabes who seek to make politi- 
cal capital out of (or draw the wrong lessons from) Pac- 
quiao’s stirring victory. They only cheapen it, 
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Are gov't men being bribed with pay hike? 


WHEN CONTEMPORARY PHILIPPINES BE- 
comes history, the administration of Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo will be remembered for its 
principal policy—bribery. To get what she 
‘wants, she resorts to buying people. Money is 
no object because she is not spending her own 
money anyway but that of the taxpayers. 

‘The latest group of people she is bribing is 
the government employees. She announced at 
Plaza Miranda a few days ago that she would 
allocate P13.1 billion (that’s billion) for in- 
creases in the salaries of all government offi- 
cials and employees. 

Where would the money come from? I 
thought the government is bankrupt, that is 
why itis increasing taxes again. 

Malacafiang said it will come from “savings” 
(Savings? Why can't the government pay its obli- 
gations if it has savings?) and—get this—from 
the taxes to be collected when the expanded val- 
tue-added tax (EVAT) is raised to 12 percent next 
month. The money has not been collected yet, 
but Are Glue is already spending it 

The money has not even. been appropriated 
yet. The P1.05 trillion budget (that's in trillion, 
the biggest in Philippine history; Filipinos can’t 
even fathom how much is P1 trillion) has not yet 
been passed but that’s no problem for Are Glue. 

‘A separate appropriations bill for P13.1 bil- 
lion for the salary increases has already been 
filed in the House of Representatives. And 
House members want to pass the pay hikes 
even ahead of the regular budget. 

Why is Ate Glue in such a hurry? Because 
her popularity rating is still plunging, and at 
the rate it is going down, it may soon come out 
at the other side of the earth. Because she 
‘wants to save herself from being kicked out of 
Malacañang. 

Yes, she is bribing government personnel to 
cling to power. She is trying to buy their sup- 
port and loyalty. 

Government employees are not the only 
ones she is bribing. They are only the latest. 
Before them, there were the Comelec officials 
to make sure she won in the 2004 elections; 
there were the military officers who helped 


LOCAL MEDIA CARRIED AN INTERESTING 
item late last week. A Gallup Poll International 
survey called "The Voice of the People” said 
most people in the world think politicians are 
dishonest, have too much power and are easily 
swayed. The survey interviewed 50,000 peo- 
ple in 60 countries. The respondents had a bet- 
ter regard for business leaders, but only in rela- 
tion to politicians—61 percent said politicians 
were dishonest; only 43 percent said so of busi- 
ness leaders. 

In fact, there is nothing new in that survey, 
which merely reiterates the findings of previ- 
ous surveys on the same subject. In Britain last 
year, a couple of weeks before the voters 
trekked to the polls, a survey by Ginsters 
showed an all-time distrust of politicians by 
the public. “Politicians,” some of the respon- 
dents said—with an almost Filipino weakness 
for puns—should instead be called “po-lie-ti- 
cians.” Tony Blair got the dubious honor of be- 
ing awarded the second biggest liar in history, 
next only to Jeffrey Archer. He was a worse liar 
in British eyes than even Richard Nixon and 
Bill Clinton. The reason for it, of course, was 
the “dodgy dossier” he regaled the public with 
to draw Britain into George W. Bush's war. 

In November last year, Ipsos-Reid discov- 
ered from a survey of randomly selected adult 
Canadians that nine out of 10 Canadians be- 
lieved politicians were “likely to lie” when they 
made statements to the media about impor- 
tant issues, Quite interestingly, also high in the 
Liars Index were journalists and priests/minis- 
ters. Lowest were police officers, doctors and 
teachers. That might very well be the same re- 
sults for this country, except for the part about 
police officers. They will probably come sec- 
ond in our Liars Index, next to politicians. 

All this merely confirms fairly scientifically 
what we already know reasonably intuitive 
But my alarm does not lie in these findings, 
lies in what conclusions we are deriving from 
them. Chief of them—as gleaned from the re- 
marks of both “analyst” and man-in-the-street 
interviewed on TV—are: one, we are no better 
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them; there were the administration congress- 
men to make sure she was proclaimed winner 
and, later, to block the impeachment case 
against her; there were the witnesses in the 
‘congressional investigations who perjured 
themselves to contradict damning testimony 
and evidence linking the First Family to vari- 
ous scandals; and—always and as regularly as 
the sun rises and sets—there were the corrupt 
legislators kept in line by the pork barrel. 

"And because they are the main supporters of 
President Estrada (the man from whom she 
stole her first presidency) and of Fernando Poe 
Jt. (the candidate from whom she stole the 
presidency for a second term), she is bribing 
the poor with P3 billion worth of food hand- 
outs. Not only did she “rob” (read: deprive) the 
poor of their two rightful presidents, she 
‘would turn them into beggars. 

T suggested in an earlier column that, in- 
stead of spending the money for food handouts 
that would last only a few days, the govern- 
ment better use it to generate more jobs. The 
poor, I said, would prefer jobs more than the 
handouts that rob them of their dignity. Give 
them jobs; don’t make them beggars. 

Three billion pesos for food handouts. 
‘That's a lot of money. Add the amount to the 
P13.1 billion for salary increases, that will 
make for P16.1 billion in all! A president 
‘would have to be pretty stupid not to be able to 
generate jobs with that much money. How 
many factories would that much money capi- 
talize? How many new jobs would that create? 

‘Of course, government employees will want 
to get their salary increases first. But they 
should think of the millions of other Filipinos 
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and no worse than other countries; and, two, 
pare-pareho lang sila, you change one deceitful 
politician, you get another. Those are falla- 
cious, indeed deceitful, conclusions, and lead 
only to more apathy and cynicism. 

‘There is lying and there is lying. Some lies 
are worse than others. Some lies are more 
harmful than others. True enough, Filipino 
politicians will probably beat even con men in 
tuntrustworthiness in the public eye; they are 
the first category of people that Filipinos are 
Teast likely to believe. That was so even before 
martial law. But the lies candidates peddled 
then, during campaigns in particular, were in- 
finitely more benign than the lies Ferdinand 
Mareos peddled when he scrapped elections 
altogether. The lies peddled by the previous 
presidents after 1986 were infinitely more be- 
nign than the lies peddled by the non-Presi- 
dent GMA after 2004, 

Indeed, there is a difference between the ly- 
ing as a whole then and the lying as a whole 
now. Not least, people then bothered not to get 
caught, Even Marcos did, refusing to say cate- 
gorically he was going to step down after 1973 
ās he was constitutionally bound to do. That, 
for the benefit of the martial law babies, was 
one of the things that sparked the First Quarter 
‘Storm, the confrontation between Marcos and 
a group of students led by Edgar Jopson, the 
latter demanding he put down in writing he 
would not seek power after 1973. Marcos got 
furious that a “grocer’s son,” as he called Jop- 
son, would make any demands on him. He for- 
got what kind of a son he was, 

"Today, that would be no problem. A group of 


who have nothing to feed their families be- 
cause they have no jobs. Yes, government em- 
ployees are not being paid enough, but atleast 
they have jobs from which they regularly earn 
alittle. A lite is better than nothing, which is 
all that a greater part of our population has. 
Twice a month, or every week, government 
employees go home with their regular pay, but 
think of our unfortunate countrymen who 
walk the streets every day looking for work but 
go home each day tired and hungry, but with 
nothing for their families. 

Why do Filipinos have to leave their families 
to work in other countries, suffer loneliness, in- 
dignities and sometimes death at the hands of 
their foreign employers? Because there are no 
jobs for them at home. The government is hap- 
py that they are working abroad and sending 
home the precious foreign currencies that they 
eam. But think of the social and family reper- 
cussions that the workers and their families 
have to suffer because of long separation. Many 
families have been wrecked because of that. 

Perhaps, the President should take time to 
think about all these instead of going all over 
the country to deliver speeches, cutting rib- 
bons and shaking hands with people, as if she 
were still campaigning for election. Tapos na 
po ang boksing, at kayo ang nasa Malacafiang 
kahit na may duda na kayo ang nanalo. 

After all, what does she accomplish by way of 
‘good governance with all these travels and hand- 
shaking? Nothing much, not even in raising her 
popularity rating—which is the real purpose of 
all these trips. So tama na, sobra na! They don't 
help her, even with the millions of pesos being 
spent for those travels. Remember that every 
time she goes abroad or to the province, she has 
to take with her an army of alalays, security peo- 
ple, government officials, employees and hang- 
erson, all of whom are spending the people's 
money like irs nobody's business. 

‘She wants to be popular again? All she has 
to do is to stop lying, stop buying people and 
do only what is right. If only she will step 
down, her popularity rating will immediately 
shoot up. 


kids asks GMA to swear off ever running again, 
and she'll do it. She did it before, It’s as Mark 
‘Twain said about quitting smoking, “Irs easy, 
Tve done it so many times.” That is a monu- 
‘mental difference. People then took care not to 
be caught lying because it carried with it public 
scorn. People now do not mind lying brazenly 
because, at the very least, they can always say 
itis a “lapse in judgment” and at the very most 
“Tlied-so what?” 

The implication of “pare-pareho lang sila,” of 
course, is that it is useless to remove GMA be- 
cause things are not going to change. That was 
what Manila Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales said 
last year—removing GMA won't solve every- 
thing—to which I took vigorous exception. I said 
then, and I say now, removing GMA won't solve 
everything but it sure as hell will solve a great 
many things. Not the least of it is that it will re- 
move a squatter in Malacañang, which should 
restore justice, morality and a sense of right and 
wrong to this country It is the worst form of lying 
tosteal the vote, call it a “lapse in judgment,” and 
talk of reforming polities. It is the worst form of 
deceitfulness to commit a crime, call it a non- 
‘rime, and punish oneself with more power. 

Not all politicians are the same, Not all 
politicians are Marcos and GMA. At the very 
Teast, not all of them are capable of this scale of 
lying. At the very most, some of them are com- 
pletely honest and decent persons. Unfortu- 
nately they are the ones who are dying early. 
You may accuse Fernando Poe Jr. of many 
things, but you may not accuse him of lying. 
You may accuse Raul Roco of many things, but 
you may not accuse him of rottenness, Among 
the living, there is Jovito Salonga, ironically 
the one person thought to be old and decrepit 
but who has outlived everyone and remains 
physically and mentally vibrant. And honest. 
He is to GMA as the crucifix is to Dracul 

I's true: As a general category, politicians 
are untrustworthy. But some are more untrust- 
‘worthy than others. The point is to not let their 
tribe increase. Saying they're all the same is 
giving them fertility pills. 
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I HAD STARTED WRITING MY COMMENTS ON 
the output of the Consultative Commission when 
news on the rejection of the report by a House 
‘Committee came out. That was P10 million down 
the drain, The House Committee relegated the 
ConCom proposal to the status of reference mate- 
rial—a delicate act of courtesy but also a mild re- 
buff of the convenor of the ConCom. 

‘Actually, ifthe report were to be debated on the 
floor of the House, it could be an embarrassment 
for the Arroyo administration. Indeed, the Con- 
‘Com’s draft comes out shorter than the 1987 Con- 
stitution which was much criticized for its verbosi- 
ty. The draft is shorter by something like 5,000 
words, But is that a virtue? I would say that, if the 
1986 Constitutional Commission itself had short- 
‘ened the 1986 Constitution, it would have been a 
virtue, So much surplusage would have been elim- 
inated. But the shortening proposed by the adviso- 
ty ConCom, done through deletions left and right, 
raises certain intriguing questions. How so? 

‘When a provision in a law, or even just a con- 
cept, is deleted, the message that is sent is that 
the deletion is a rejection of the provision or of 
the concept. Indeed, that may not be the inten- 
tion of the author of the deletion; but when the 
time comes for the application of the law, one can 
never tell how the executive officer will interpret 
the deletion. 

‘Let us take the Preamble. The Preamble of a 
Constitution is a distillation of the beliefs and as- 
pirations of the people. Although it is not by itself 
a source of rights, it can serve as a guide to the in- 
terpretation of the other provisions of the Consti- 
tution. Hence, it should be meticulously formu- 
lated. It seems to me that the deletions made by 
the ConCom were not done with meticulous care 
and can lead to rather disturbing conclusions. 

‘Let me just cite one example, The 1987 Pream- 
ble says that the people, by writing a Constitu- 
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tion, seek to secure to themselves and their pos- 
terity the blessings of “the rule of law and a 
regime of truth, etc.” The ConCom's proposed 
Preamble has omitted both “the rule of law” and 
“truth.” One thus gets the impression that the 
draft is not particularly keen about protecting the 
“rule of law” and seeking “truth.” When you see 
that in the context of what the present adminis- 
tration has been doing, for instance, through the 
gag rule in EO 464, you might conclude that the 
real authorship of these provisions belongs to the 
person who convoked the ConCom. 

But let us lay the ConCom report to rest and 
discuss instead a more substantial matter. At the 
moment, the overwhelming view outside the 
leadership of the House of Representatives and 
Malacafiang, and even within the ConCom, is 
that the Senate may not be excluded from the 
process of revising or amending the Constitution. 
One concrete meaning of this is that the Senate is 
not obliged to accept the invitation of the House 
to come to a joint session for the purpose of 
proposing amendments. If that be the case, is the 
proposal of amendments at all possible outside of 
ajoint session? 

‘The power to legislate is given to Congress. But 
the Constitution does not call Congress to a joint 
session for the purpose of legislating. Hence, the 
two houses perform their respective legislative 
functions as they are, where they are. 

‘The power to propose amendments is likewise 


given to Congress but neither does the Constitu- 
tion require the two houses to come in joint ses- 
sion, as it did under the 1935 Constitution. 
Hence, it is quiet possible for the two houses to 
formulate amendments the way they formulate 
laws—as they are where they are, Once one 
house is through with a draft, the draft is passed 
onto the other house for action. 

Since the House is so gung-ho about Charter 
change, it might start the ball rolling. At this 
stage, itis now clearly unrealistic for the House to 
try to lure the Senate to a total revision of the 
Constitution. The House might want to start with 
humbler and doable beginnings by formulating 
relatively isolated changes. 

One possible beginning is an overhaul of the 
Commission on Elections. From our experience in 
the recent elections, there has arisen a nigh univer- 
sal cry for the overhaul of the Comelec. There is a 
strong public desire to have the membership of the 
Comelec changed. But the current members are 
firmly entrenched because they are removable on- 
ly by the impossible process of impeachment. 
‘Thus, nothing short of a constitutional change can 
achieve a Comelec reorganization. Should the 
House succeed in restructuring the Comelec in 
terms of membership and powers, together with 
changes in some of the constitutional provisions 
on the electoral process, it may not be easy for the 
Senate to refuse to participate in such an exercise. 

‘There is no question that the electoral process 
needs overhauling. Central to the problem is the 
Comelec. Beyond the Comelec, there are also iso- 
lated provisions in the Constitution which have a 
great effect on the electoral process. If these can 
be attended to litle by little, together with a thor- 
ough review of the statutory provisions on elec- 
tions, the benefit that will be reaped can prepare 
the nation for a more credible process of Charter 
change. 


Valuing Catholicism 


A DELAYED REACTION THIS IS. LAST WEEK, MY 
immediate superior in the workplace lent me his 
copy of the film “The Exorcism of Emily Rose.” I 
had not watched this movie until then, but 1 did re- 
call the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
pines publicly recommending it late last year, ex- 
cept that the endorsement was drowned out in the 
din of the political infighting going on among our 
ruling elite who, by the way, all claim to be saints. 

If you think that the movie is a sequel to the 
“The Exorcist,” William Peter Blatty's unforget- 
table box-office hit some years back, it is not. 
Emily Rose, I should say, isa much more powerful 
movie. But it does not dwell too much on gory de- 
monic possession scenes, deviating from a trend 
that used to characterize films of the same genre. 
Its simple message is one that confronts what is 
rather an increasingly disconcerting subject to 
many people today—faith in God. 

Ler’s face it. Our disbelieving generation no 
longer believes in demons. 

The film is based on a true-to-life story. Emily 
Rose was a 19-year-old freshman who grew up in 
a devout Catholic family. The ordeal she experi- 
enced with six demons who possessed her began 
one quiet night in the college dorm where she 
was staying for university studies. She was not 
the type who would indulge in drugs; she was 
never into hallucinogens. She actually lived a 
clean life as a young Catholic girl who was not 
ashamed to practice her faith. 

She had been weakened by the vicious, de- 
monic attacks that incessantly haunted her 
when the family finally decided to bring her 
home and seek the counsel of Fr. Richard Moore. 
‘The priest knew the gravity of his parishioner's 
condition. His first response was to make a thor- 
‘ough review of the Roman Catholic manual that 
prescribes the rites of exorcism. As the days 
went by, the demonic attacks became more fre- 
quent, persistent and even more ferocious. Un- 
known to the priest, Emily Rose had been at- 
tended to by a school neurologist, and then by a 
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psychiatrist, who both treated her as afflicted 
with a “rare” case of epilepsy that “degenerated” 
into psychosis. In truth, the drug she was admin- 
istered with only served to narcotize her brain 
and contributed to her aggravation, which even- 
tually killed her. Father Moore insisted that the 
case was spiritual, not scientific. The state 
blamed Emily Rose's death on the priest and 
charged him with “negligent homicide.” 

‘The riveting trial scenes that follow play on our 
minds in many ways. A lawyer known for being a 
“man of faith” represents the prosecution. On the 
other hand, Father Moore is represented by a 
‘woman lawyer who openly admits she is agnos- 
tic. (Aren't we all?” she says.) 

“The binary opposites seem to recall our own 
real-life struggles between science and faith. Sci- 
ence gives us the facts. Inversely, faith is seen as 
only a realm of possibilities, which dismisses de- 
monic possession and exorcism as “archaic, irra- 
tional superstition.” The prosecution lawyer of- 
ten sneers at the priest for his “medieval” think- 
ing. Even the priest's own archdiocese refuses to 
be dragged into the case, for fear of being labeled 
as “medieval.” 

‘A dramatic point of the movie comes with the 
testimony of an expert witness for the defense, an 
anthropologist who is an authority on the cross- 
cultural phenomenon of demonic possession. Al- 
though rare, “demonic possession is a cultural 
universal,” she testifies. 

Being an anthropologist myself, 1 easily identi- 
fied with her testimony. Despite our fixation on 
modernity, anthropology continues to be per- 


ceived as an “exotic” discipline, driven only by 
“unscientific thought and non-statistical data,” in 
a silly world that has made a god out of num- 
bers—numbers that do not have faces, let alone 
feelings. 

“Emily Rose” has other more important paral- 
lels. Father Moore's charity and dedication, his 
fealty to Church doctrine, above all his heroic 
faith in the face of persecution, only bring to 
mind the quality of many of our Catholic pres- 
byters. Would that our parish priests of today be 
of the same cut as Father Moore. Many of our 
parish priests behave like little mayors and are 
consumed by the temporal powers oftheir office. 
It is no secret that many are driven by ambitions 
to become bishops. Humility no longer seems to 
be the mark of many of them. Perhaps, a good 
number of them no longer profess loyalty to the 
Pope. 1 would like to think that many of our 
priests today are the ones who are pushing us to 
our very own “faithlessness.” 

On the eve of her death, Emily Rose went 
through an out-of-body experience where she 
was favored with an apparition of the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary. When she asked her why she was being 
made to suffer a terrible ordeal, Mary told her 
that God allowed her trial to show the power of 
good over evil. She was made to choose between 
leaving her earthly life or going back to her body 
and accept the divine purpose that her fate had 
been irreconcilably assigned to; nobody believed 
in demons anymore; her role was to bring our 
faith back to its senses. She chose to go back. The 
next day, God took away her life. 

“I would like to believe that she was a saint,” 
Father Moore says at the trial. Today, the many 
who visit Emily Rose's grave do not miss out the 
epitaph that she had personally chosen: “Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling,” 

T am not trying to stand tall, but the fact is, 
many of us refuse to admit we are sinners. 


Comments to monta@cu-edo.edu.ph 


Our Constitutions, past and present 


(Conclusion) 


JOSE V. ABUEVA IN THE PHILIPPINE STARWEEK 
of Oct. 15, 1995, was quoted thus: “If we careful- 
ly examine its wide scope, depth and complexity, 
we would see the Constitution as mandating not 
only development but also transformation, no 
less than the building of a free, prosperous egali- 
tarian, just and humane society through a dy- 
namic political, economic, social and cultural 
democracy." Flowery words for a point of view 
that lasted barely a decade! 

One option for the new government, which 
was dear to the hearts of many of those who had 
been active in public life before martial law, was 
the restoration of the 1935 Constitution, There 
was much going for the view that held that the 
1973 Charter, which had been railroaded through 
a cowed and bribed convention, was never prop- 
erly ratified. The implication of this was that the 
1935 Constitution never ceased to operate, But 
practical problems faced the new government. 
First, according to Nemenzo, “All the institutions 
it had established had been dissolved." To restore 
the whole machinery of government in a consti- 
tutionally ordained way, Cory Aquino might have 
to run in another presidential election. This 
brought up frightening possibilities: at a time 
when stability was just beginning to be restored, 
another massive political exercise would involve 
the risk of having the yet-undismantled KBL ma- 
chinery heave into action and make up for the de- 
bacle of February. No doubt, Marcos would pull 
ut all stops, and might actually pull off a victory, 
aided by the forces that had clearly realized they 
were done for in the new regime, Cory refused to 
consider holding another presidential election, 
and the 1935 option was closed forever. 

‘Once the 1935 option was out, two groups of 
advisers provided—and advocated—different 
constitutional plans for President Aquino to 
choose from. A group, composed of Justice Cecil- 
fa Muñoz Palma, Marcelo Fernan and Homobono 
Adaza advocated the continuation of the 1973 

tet On the other side were Fr Joaquin 
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Bernas, the consistently anti-Marcos Neptali Gon- 
zales (then minister of justice) and what Nemen- 
zo calis "the Left-of-corner” advisers. 

The views of Justice Palma are quoted by Ne- 
menzo: "The KBL members of parliament should 
be given the benefit of the doubt. The President 
should invest a little more faith. . . we are bring- 
ing into the reformed society the subversives, the 
CPR the radicals. . . so why can’t we bring in the 
pro-Marcos groups. . .even if they are ‘bad’? No- 
body is beyond reform.” Pointing out thar, for all 
its flaws, the 1973 Constitution at least existed 
and could be used, the group advocated its adop- 
tion—at least on a transitional basis. Afterall, the 

nap election had been held under that Constitu- 
tion, and under it the president of the Philippines 
could only be proclaimed by the Batasang Pam- 
bansa. Why not correct the injustice that took 
place when the KBL-dominated assembly pro- 
claimed Marcos? All the Batasan had to do was 
reconvene, revoke its previous proclamation of 
Marcos and pass a law granting Cory extraordi- 
nary powers to reform the government and (just 
in case), dissolve the Batasan if it got too ob- 
streperous. After all, after Marcos fled, 46 KBL 
MPs defected to the Cory camp, “swelling its 
ranks” from 59 to 105. Then the Constitution 
could be purged of its totalitarian aspects. No 
dice, said Cory. The idea of deriving her legitima- 
cy from Marcos’ parliament and placing the new 
government under the Constitution Marcos had 
promulgated to legitimize his dictatorship and its 
abuses was simply too offensive. 

Nemenzo also writes that the proposed formu- 
la would have made her “a hostage to the cluster 
of ttncvats around Ennile” The argument made 


by Father Bernas and company was more att 
tive, Nemenzo summarized this view as the belief 
that “her power was derived from a popular revo- 
lution and not based on the 1973 Constitution. A 
clean break with the vestiges of the fallen dicta- 
torship and all its laws and institutions required 
no constitutional justification." 

Tt took her a few weeks to make up her mind. 
On March 25, 1986, “instead of proclaiming a 
revolutionary government, she declared the gov- 
ernment to be constitutional while promulgating 
her own ‘Freedom Constitution.” It retained the 
Bill of Rights and selected portions of the 1973 
Charter, vested the President with legislative 
powers, “until a legislature is elected and con- 
Vened under a new Constitution. It authorized 
the President to appoint a Constitutional Com- 
mission (Con-Com).” A marvelous case of a “con- 
fluence of events” resulted in the fulfillment of an 
important aspiration of the opposition, 

‘Soon, after being appointed on June 2, 1986, 
the Con-Com went to work, under the presidency 
of Justice Palma, who worked together with com- 
missioners such as Father Bernas. Despite the 
noise made by indignant people like Juan Ponce 
Enrile who had pinned their hopes on the old sys- 
tem, and the best efforts of cantankerous Marcos 
loyalists who occupied the Manila Hotel in July, 
the Con-Com finished its work. The new Consti- 
tution was signed on Oct. 15, and ratified on Feb. 
2, 1987. 

In David Wurfels estimation. “The basic law is 
probably close to what it would have been, had 
the Constitutional Convention of 1971 been able 
to complete its work without the imposition of 
authoritarian rule.” In a way, things have come 
full circle. The idealism of some members of the 
Con-Com, which had provided some hope to an 
apparently disintegrating society and its govern- 
ment, found fulfillment, after a long interlude of 
repression. 

"Then again, it seems that the Constitution now 
isthe problem. 


Comments welcome at www. quezon.ph/blog 
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Politics in education 


‘SIX MONTHS HAVE PASSED SINCE THE RESIGNATION OF 
Secretary Florencio “Butch” Abad and, to no one’s surprise, 
the Department of Education hasn't collapsed and neither is r» 
itin danger of falling apart. 

All the media hype about the DepEd in paralysis because it 
is “headless” (it is at present run just by an “acting” secre- 
tary) is exactly that—media hype. The fact that the DepEd 
has managed well 
with no major scan- 
dals or disruptions 
attests to something 
the President and P 
the general public Juan Miguel Luz 
might as well begin 
to realize: There is a professional bureaucracy that can make 
things happen in this country if only it is not touched by po- 
litical meddling. At least, this is what happens in other high- 
performing countries with a professional civil service. Minis- 
ters come and go but a professional civil service, run by com- 
petent public managers, makes sure that essential services 
(including public schools) deliver what needs to be delivered 
to constituents. 

Since the Edsa Revolution in 1986, the DepEd has been 
run by 10 secretaries over a 19-year period, meaning an av- 
erage of less than two-year stint per secretary. Contrast this 
to the complete budget cycle of the education system—from 
planning to actual start of implementation (i.e., the school 
yyear)—which is 24 months, and you realize that a secretary 
with “a new vision” wouldn't even see new programs being 
fully implemented. This explains why education in this 
country has failed to deliver. It isn't about a lack of vision. It's 
about the lack of action, implementation and follow- 
through. Like all things Filipino, we have too much “vision” 
Ge., great plans) but little else to show by way of accom- 
plishment. x 

In the last three years, the DepE¢’s professional bureau-") 
cracy has put in place reforms in academics, personnel, fi-» 
nance and administration, and teacher welfare. In the field% 
of academics, these include: the revised basic education cur- 
riculum (BEC); the new textbook policy (to improve on the, 
‘quality of textbooks in all subjects); the Every Child a Reader, + 
(by Grade Three) literacy and proficiency programs; the new = 
grading system; the new testing system; the Madaris educa- '¥ 
tion (for Muslim Filipino children); and the upgrading of sci 
ence and math education. 

‘On personnel, the reforms have been most pronounced in 
teacher welfare, teacher hiring and teacher training, espe-,.. 
cially in English proficiency, science and math. We have” 
worked very hard to address teacher shortage all over the 
country by hiring the right types and by re-allocating posi-'\. 
tions from areas with surplus teachers (yes, there are divi-r 2 
sions with more teachers than required) to areas where, 
there are marked shortages. py 

On finance and administration, the DepEd has decentral: ** 
ized payroll servicing to all regions (even as politicians like 
to claim credit for something they have no hand in); made. 
funds flow directly to schools and divisions (no longer pass- 
ing through the central or regional offices, which only add, 
to the red tape); increased school-maintenance and other 
operating funds for three successive years; cleaned up pri- 
vate lending to teachers that use the automatic payroll d=" 
duction scheme; and made more transparent and profes- -! 
sional the entire procurement system of the DepEd from,.) 
the central office down to the division level (recognized as „, 
“best practice” by the Government Policy Procurement `. 
Board and the World Bank). These reforms are now in’’* 
place. As a result, the last three SWS enterprise surveys : 
have shown that the DepEd is seen as one of the cleanest 
agencies, 

‘Yes, the public school system delivers, even as teachers 
work with great handicaps, even without salary increases in 
the past five years and in difficult work conditions; and even 
though no education secretary with full authority has been * 
appointed. 

So why the anxiety over not having an appointed educa- 
tion secretary? Such concern is misplaced. 

Two politician candidates are anxious to be appointed ed- 
ucation secretary. (What is so important about appointing a 
politician to head the DepEd anyway?) No doubt, both stand 
to gain from an appointment for themselves more than the. 
DepEd would gain from their expertise. Either of them ; 
‘would want to leave their own “legacy” on the education sys- , 
tem and would bring in their own vision as if educators have, 
none. And if the chosen one wouldn't stay long, his vision * 
wouldn't be realized. 

‘The Philippine Public Schoo! Teachers Association (PPS- . 
‘TA), the largest teachers organization, has weighed in he 
ly behind one candidate. Did media know that the PPSTA is 
now a financially bankrupt organization despite the fact that 
it has collected millions in dues from teachers for decades? Ir 
is now under the receivership of the Insurance Commission, 
which is seriously looking into the possibility of filing graft . 
charges against its officers and board members. You have to 
wonder if the endorsement is a political move intended to 
save PPSTAS officers. ey 

‘The concern of some 1,000 DepEd central office employ-" 
ees about the lack of a leader is equally baseless. As long as 
the more than 500,000 teachers, principals, supervisors, su- 
perintendents and directors in the field are focused on deliv- 
ering education services in our 42,000 public schools, The 
DepEd union should focus more on supporting the teachers 
and less on deal-making. 

It’s time to be frank and honest about why we, as a coun- 
try, have failed our children. The fault lies in traditional, pa- 
tronage politics, If this evil is allowed to prevail, then noth, 
ing will improve in this forsaken country of ours, And no 
politician or political leader should lament how poorly edu- 
ated our children are because all they do is undermine the* 
efforts of the professionals who are working very hard to~ 
make education work in this country. 

‘Over the past six months, DepEd employees have been, 
saying that the system needs to be run by a professional edu- 
ator. We have a unique opportunity now to stand behind” 
‘Acting Secretary Fe Hidalgo, who herself rose from the 
DepEd ranks, first as a classroom teacher and successfully as 
principal, supervisor, director, assistant secretary, undersec- 
Fetary and now acting secretary. Hidalgo, if appointed by the, 
President, would be the first public school teacher to have 
risen to the highest post of the education department. The’ 
message to all our teachers would be clear and unequivocal: 
‘Teachers matter and quality education, in their hands, mat- 
ters most of all. 

But sadly, Hidalgo can offer the President nothing that the 
latter needs in the political game—unlike the two politician 
candidates. 

If public education is as poor as it is today, the President: 
has no one to blame but herself, Unfortunately, we will pay: 
for her mistake for many years to come, And that vision 
‘about a “strong republic” would be nothing more than a lot 
of sound and fury signifying nothing, 


COMMENTARY 


‘Juan Miguel Lux is an undersecretary (on leave) of the Depart- 
ment of Education. 


[Preposterous blindness 


TT WAS IN UTTER DISBELIEF THAT 1 
read about National Economic and 
Development Authority Director Gen- 
eral Augusto Santos saying he “cannot 
find the poorest of the poor” (PDI, 
1/10/05) According to him, “grinding 
poverty is not easy to pinpoint.” I beg 
to disagree. 

Quezon City, for example, has a 
map of every depressed area. In our 
‘own experience, which includes giv- 
ing free prescription eyeglasses in Ca- 
marin D Elementary School, Caloocan 
City, and other schools in Payatas and 
Bagong Silangan in Quezon City, we 
have seen and come to know where 
the poorest of the poor are. We have 


seen and come to know that the inci- 
dence of elementary students needing 
prescription eyeglasses is 50 percent. 
‘Why? What's the problem? Lack of vi- 
tamin A and malnutrition. 

Children are not supposed to need 
prescription eyeglasses. At one time, 
an 11-year-old boy fainted in front of 
me, When he came to, he apologized 
and said it was because it was Thurs- 
day and he was the member of his 
family who didn't eat on Thursdays! 

If the Neda chief is truly serious 
about finding the poorest of the poor, I 
am volunteering to meet him, say, at 
Camarin D Elementary School in 
Caloocan City. There are 6,600 chil- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER" 


OPINION ....... 


LETTERS 
dren there, $ 
crammed into a 
small school operating in three shifts 
of classes starting at 5:30 a.m. 1 will 
show Director Santos thousands of 
malnourished kids who come to 
school hungry; fourth graders who 
look like first graders. I don't blame 
Neda for carefully giving out precious 
food, but to say the poorest of the poor 

can't be found is preposterous. 

—LEW EDWARDS, 
founder/chais, 
ABetter Chance Foundation, 
3rd Level, Topy's Place, 
Industria cor. Economia Sts., 
Bagumbayan, Quezon City 1110 


With cheating, we can never be a great nation 


READING THE LETTER OF ANTON 
Sy (PDI, 12/19/05) added to my 
frustration. I was frustrated to find 
another Filipino who likes to be on 
the sidelines watching our dear 
country retrogress. I can't blame him 

{ because he's a “Filipino.” 

But I think we owe it to Conrado de 
Quiros and his writings that we still 
have countrymen who tisk getting the 
ire of those in power. If De Quiros por- 

| trays our country as one going to the 


dogs, that’s only the sad reality, and 
we should be men enough to accept 
that and to wake up from our deep 
slumber (read: apathy). 5 

If no one among us would dare to 
calla spade a spade, then we would re- 
ally be a pathetic race. Imagine your- 
self in my place, being questioned by 
foreigners about how we, as a people, 
could keep silent in the face of election 
cheating. You'd surely feel the way 1 
felt: so small, unable to refute or just 


answer the notion that, maybe, most 
Filipino politicians are cheaters and 
Filipinos do nothing about the cheat- 
ing being done in their midst. 

‘We can never be a great nation for 
slong as we allow cheating to be part 
of our system. Imay not agree with Sy, 
but I surely will defend his right to say 
what he wants to say. Maybe, he can 
say the same thing about De Quiros. 

—JONATHAN CABAL, 
jonjos94@yahoo.com 
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Dancing the Cha-cha with 'the devil 


TREAD WITH KEEN INTEREST CONRADO DE 


$ Quiros’ Dec. 27 column. He advised balik- 
4 Bayans to forget the suggestion for the country 


to shift to the parliamentary system of govern- 
‘ment. The crux of the problem, he argued, is 
that we have an illegitimate President and 
nothing else can be a rational sequence to that. 
To illustrate his point, he said that if you catch 
a student cheating in an exam, you expel him. 
He then proceeded to describe those who don't 
agree with him as simply stupid and brainless. 
Ironically, his reasons against the parliamen- 
tary system made me abandon all hopes for the 
presidential system that we nurtured since we 
gained independence from Spain. 

‘De Quiros said in developed countries, like 
Japan and Germany, switching political parties 
‘would be considered treason because parties 
in those countries stand for an ideological 
‘cause or political philosophy: I agree that the 
Filipino politicians’ habit of shamelessly 
changing parties during elections is repug- 
nant, to say the least. 

Thave followed closely the conduct of Cana- 
dian politicians during elections. The present 
administration, run by the Liberal Party of 
Prime Minister Paul Martin, coalesced with 
other parties to form a minority government. 
‘The opposition Conservative Party, led by 
‘Stephen Harper, tried to force an early election 
last May by trying to outvote the Liberals in 
passing its proposed national budget. The 
Conservatives thought they had the numbers 


but, to their shock and dismay, Belinda Stro- 
nanch, a shining star of the party, joined the 
Liberals, tilting the balance in favor of the mi- 
nority government. 

ı Fellow Conservatives, bitter with her act, 
called her a “whore.” Stronanch, who used to 
be a leading Conservative, is now a Cabinet 
minister, serving the minority government of 
the Liberals. 

‘My Canadian friends complain about their 
‘own politicians as immoral, queer, irresponsi- 
ble and yes, corrupt. But, surprisingly, in a ran- 
dom survey conducted by their major newspa- 
pers, very few Canadians know they have a 
federal parliamentary election on Jan. 23, 
2006. 

' Canadians are not obsessed with politics the 
way we Filipinos treat it as a way of life. During 
my research fellowship in Germany in the 
1990s, the discredited Communist Party de- 
odorized and simply changed its ideological 
name to join parliamentary elections so it 
could attract skeptics. So much for De Quiros’ 
“Battle of the Brainless.” 

Meanwhile, seeing the old and tired faces of 
the Marcos regime, the failed characters of Ed- 
sà I and the opposition party joining forces 
with CPP head Joma Sison to topple the gov- 
ernment, I am opting to stick and dance with 
the devil I know—GMA's Cha-cha. 

—ROLAND Q. ESTRADA, 
10 Cases Blvd., 
| Agoo 2504, La Union 


GSIS president defends SSS members 


THE OVER 25 MILLION SOCIAL SECURITY 
‘System members were disgusted when SSS 
president Corazon dela Paz furtively signed on 
Dec. 30, 2003 a commitment to sell SSS’ 188 
million shares in Equitable PCIBank (EPCIB) 
to Banco de Oro (BDO) at a bargain price of 
P43.50 each. But for the Philippine Association 
of Retired Persons (PARP), which petitioned 
the court to stop the sale, it would have result- 
ed in a P6.5 billion loss for the SSS. 

Done without public bidding, it was the sec- 
ond time the SSS members were betrayed by 
their own president. The first was when Carlos 
Arellano connived with then President Joseph 
Estrada (which Arellano admitted) to buy the 
shares at P97 per share without due diligence 
and at a huge overprice. 


Itis ironic that Winston Garcia, president of 
the Government Service Insurance System, 
which has only a little over one million mem- 
bers, should be the one to stand up for and pro- 
tect the interest of SSS members, by appealing 
to the SSS to join the GSIS in connection with 
BDO's bid to merge with EPCIB. The SSS’ and 
GSIS’ combined holdings of 41 percent of EP- 
CB's stocks would certainly be able to com- 
mand a good price. Unless the SSS members 
are betrayed again for a third time. 
In behalf of all SSS members, we salute Gar- 
cia, and wish he were also the SSS president. 
—AMADO E CABAERO, 
founding chair and past president, 
Philippine Association of Retired Persons, 
7 Espina Compound, Cebu City 
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Violent 
fraternities 
and clones 


THERE WAS AN AR- 
ticle in the Jan. 17 is- 
sue of the INQUIRER 
that was deeply re- 
vealing of the Fil- 
ipino personality: "A 
history of violence," a 
Young Blood article 
on fraternities. 

We see in the fra- 
ternities the conspira- 
torial mentality of the 
Filipino who nurtures 
the delusion that only 
his clique is good and 
worthy, while all the 
others are bad and 
unworthy of fame 
and fortune. 

The truth is that 
every “frat member” 
is an exact mental 
clone of all the oth- 
ers, no matter what 
the Greek letters are 
in the names of their 
fraternity. There is 
an element of cruel- 
ty in the Filipino 
which is also ex- 
pressed in their ca- 
bals. 

— ROBERT HANAN, 

robhanan@ 
robhanan.com 


IF you have any 
complaints, 
grievances or sug- 
gestions about the 
treatment of news 
and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may 
write to the Read- 
ers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and 
Mascardo Streets, 
City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 
897-4793, 897- 
4794, or e-mail | 
readersadvo- 
cate@ inquir- 
er:com.ph 

Writers of let- 
ters to the editor 
are requested to 
include their com- 
plete address and 
: telephone or pager 

number or e-mail 

address for verifi- 
cation ` purposes. 
The Inquirer will 
not publish any 
letter unless such 
information is 
supplied. 
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Casinos to attract more 
Indian tourists-—DOT 


DAVAO CITY—CASINOS WILL BE AMONG THE bulishaboutIndia. | integrated resort facilities, featur- vee 
ra $ & “This year, we w ing ing gaming as a major come-on. hale 
main attractions that the Philippines will package soa o Muss and ind, spe, "Mohd Rostam Bin Umar direc- 
„this year to attract more tourists from India, cially in gaming. I understand that tor of the communicationt divi- 
casinos are also about to open in sion of the Singapore Tourism 
Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace Durano said. Singapore. Bue (Singapore Tourism Board, said the Singapore gov- 
«We'll be going strong on India aimed at boosting cooperation Minister) Vivian (Balakrishnan) ernment was now accepting pro- 
“this year, one of the secondary among member-countries for the said it would take about two years posais for gaming complexes to 
“staple markets well try to devel- tourism industry. forthe operation of casinos there to be set up in the state's Marina Bay 
op along with Russia. Tourists Durano said 57 percent of gofullswing," Durano said. and Sentosa Bay. 
-fom India are very keen on gam- tourists who visited the Philip- _ He said that gaming facilities -Durano said the lack of rooms 
ing," Durano said at the closing pines inrecent months came from in the Philippines are already in continued to hound the local hotel 
“program for the 25th Asean Japan, SouthKoreaand China. full swing, notably in Manila, Lu- and resort indusuy. 
‘Tourism Forum (ATF) here. But while South Korea sur- zon, Cebu and Davao. Currently, hotels and resorts 
‘The ATE which ran on Jan. 13- passed Japan in tourist arrivals Singapore, which posted close can only accommodate 3 million 
“21, was one ofthe mostimportant last year, Durano said the coun- to 9 milion tourist arrivals last poopie Germelina A. Lacorte, 
Pevents in the Asean region. It try’s tourism industry was year will soon put up at leasttwo PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Subic reports P3.4-B contribution to treasury mar ie GL" ttn | 


Experience Ease, Comfort, and Convenience. 
SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—THE mittance to the national treasury generate more revenues that 


Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority was 12 percent higher than lat would support the government's peery eere ea at 


contributed P3.4 billion in revenues year’s figure. development programs and cre- 
‘Sttewaconalteastryin2008. “This is really an indication ate more jobs WD fing acre trading corporation 


‘The amount was derived from that business activities here are Edgar Tolentino, revenue dis- Tels. 831-1715,631-9385;697-9504 Fax (632) 631-7869 

tax collections here last year, the indeed starting to roll again. As trict officer here, said the BIR col- E-mail Address: medcen@info.com.ph 

SBMA said in a statement. Wwe expect more investments to lection included P903 million in [pasig cny (02631-1715, Davao Ciy (082) 222-4404 Pampanga (045) 961-7092. 
Yeacend reports of collection come in this year, hopefully we income tax remittances of 59,764 | Manta ciy oa titgsta Nolo cial Caoayan Do Oro ean bap 

agencies here showed that the can contribute more than that to freeport workers and 5,000 em- egg hy (6517572064 Garaa Do Oto (08 1555159 

Brean of Internal Revenue col. the national government,” Salon- ployees of the SBMA and its sub- MPVBMEISE CS RCUP LCE ok Ot kan 

lected P951 million, whiletheBu- ga said. sidiary Freeport Service Corp., 

reau of Customs posted P2.5 bil- SBMA Administrator Armand and the S-percent tax on gross in- availablein Ef mercury drug stores nationwide 

lion. Arreza said the SBMA was keen come and withholding taxes from 
SBMA Chair Feliciano Salonga, on attracting more investors to freeporcenterprises. PDI Central p 

in the same statement, said re- locate in the Subic freeport to Luzon Desk 
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officials 
dropped 


BAGUIO CITY—THE 
deputy Ombudsman 
for Luzon dismissed 
the graft and estafa 
complaints filed by 
the Parents Teachers 
Community Organi- 
zation (PTCO) offi- 
cials in La Trinidad, 
Benguet, against 
three officials of the 
Benguet National 
High School (BNHS).. 

The case stemmed 
from the collection of 
P13 million from 
BNHS students, 
which the PTCO said 
itdid not authorize. 

In a resolution, Ed- 
win Balasuit, graft in- 
vestigation and prose 
cution officer of the of- 
fice of the Deputy Om- 
budsman for Luzon, 
dismissed the com- 
plaint for lack of prob- 
able cause. 

However, Balasuit 
noted that his decision 
was “without preju- 
dice to its re-filing.” 

‘The resolution was 
approved by Deputy 
Ombudsman for Lu- 
zon Victor Fernandez 


on Dec. 21, 2005.A 4 


copy was received by 
the respondents only 
last week. 

‘The complaint was 
filed by Francisco 
Gonzalo, a PTCO rep- 
resentative. Desiree 
Caluza, PDI North- 
ern Luson Bureau 
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{DNC LEN RINNE LON REAL 
BIKERS FOR HOPE 
Atleast 500 bikers led by Sen. Pia Cayetano 
race to the finish line of the 4th Bike for Hope 
program at the Ilocos Sur capitol in Vigan 
City. 


VFA body seeks: 
hike in budget, 
workforce 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE—THE 
Presidential Commission on the Visiting Forces 
Agreement (VFACom) wants its budget and 
personnel increased by 10 to 17 times despite 
calls from a legislative oversight committee to 
end the VFA and abolish the agency. 

Zosimo Paredes, VFACom executive director, 
said the proposal to raise the commission's bud- 
get from P2 million to P54 million and its work- 
force from seven to 117 would be reiterated in 
its 2005 report to President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘The VFACom, created in January 2000 by 
then President Joseph Estrada through Exec- 
utive Order 199, is the government's watch- 
dog on the war games between the Philip- 
pines and the United States. 

‘The proposal for budget and personnel in- 
crease was first raised in the VFACom's 2004 
report, Paredes said, speaking to the INQUIRER 
by phone from North Cotabato where he was 
monitoring preparations for the large-scale 
Balikatan exercise in February. 

“The task is enormous. We can do a lot 
more with bigger budget and complement,” 
Paredes said. 

‘The creation of the VFACom was in compli- 
ance with Resolution 18 through which the 
Senate ratified the VFA. Its main task, accord- 
ing to the EO, was to ensure compliance with 
the provisions of the treaty. 

The implementation of the provisions of 
the VFA was criticized following the alleged 
rape of a Filipino woman by four US Marines 
at the Subic Bay Freeport on Nov. 1 last year 
and the refusal of the US Embassy to hand 
over the accused to Philippine authorities. 

‘The alleged rape was the fifth incident to have 
happened during or after the military exercises. 
Earlier cases were the accidental bombing of an 
island village, the emergency landing of US mili- 
tary planes that damaged a farm, a freak acci- 
dent during the hauling of equipment (all in 
Zambales), and the beating of a driver in Cebu. 

The VFACom, Paredes said, was up to its 
task and would be imperiled by the move of 
Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, co-chair of 
the legislative oversight committee on the 
VFA (Lovfa), to allot a P1 annual budget to it 
along with the call for its abolition. 

“After (the senators) tantrum; she ap- 
proached Sen. (Manuel) Villar (appropria- 
tions committee chair) to give that budget 
and he acceded,” Paredes recalled of the Lov- 
fa's last hearing. 

He said the P2-million budget, a fixed item in 
the Executive department's budget, was 
“measly” 

“Travel alone eats the budget,” he said. 

Paredes said the committee's staff mem- 
bers, four of whom are contractuals, came 
from agencies that are members of VFACom. 
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PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—THE 10TH IN- 
ternational Conference on Austronesian Lin- 
guistics (10-Ical) raised the interest of Fil- 
{pinos in linguistics and language studies, Lin- 
guistic Society of the Philippines president Dr. 
Angela Sarile said. 

“The interest of our Filipino participants 
was more enhanced and strengthened,” Sar- 
ile said at the close of the conference on Fri- 
day, adding: 

“They are more interested in having their 
own research now.” 

Sarile noted that before, Filipino partici- 
pants did not give much attention to linguis- 
tics, Now, she said, she could see their enthu- 
siasm. 


Participants 

Sarile said that at the start of the confer- 
ence, only about 25 percent of the more than 
200 participants from over 17 countries were 
Filipinos. But toward the middle of the meet- 
ing, Filipino participation grew to around 30 
percent. 

‘The 10-Ieal, convened every four years and 
organized by the Summer Institute of Linguis- 
tics, was held for the first time in the country, 
in cooperation with the LSP 

“when the participants go back to their res- 
pective countries, they will be able to embark 
on probable replication of their research,” 
Sarile said. 

SIL president Dr. J. Stephen Quakenbush 
explained that the conference was not after 
making policy but more on sharing research 
studies. 
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A total of 160 researches were presented in 
the four-day conference. 

‘Quakenbush also explained that Austrone- 
sian basically meant a composition of differ- 
ent languages. 

“Austronesian means southern island so it 
means the languages of the South Pacific and 
in this general part of the world. This is the 
largest language family in the world geo- 
graphically speaking and in terms of numbers 
and this is actually the second language fami- 
ly in the world. So all the indigenous lan- 
guages in the Philippines are part of the Aus- 
tronesian language family,” he said. 

Quakenbush, who has been a frequent 
Palawan visitor, said the conference was able 
to bring together scholars from around the 
world, 


Venue 

“Everybody's telling me how much they en- 
joyed the venue. Being in Palawan is so won- 
derful, the city of Puerto Princesa couldn't 
have given us a better welcome. Everyone 
was really impressed with how Puerto Prince- 
sa rose to the fore and provided a terrific wel- 
come” he said. 

‘Annette Ward, a member of the LSP board, 
said the venue was one of the reasons for the 
increase in the number of participants. 

“| think the attraction was when we said 
that we were going to have a conference in 
the Philippines and not in Manila but in Puer- 
to Princesa and I think that was a come-on for 
mostof the people," shesaid. Geraldford P 
Ticke, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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food industries. 


+ Overview Session on The ISO 22000 
Food Safety Management Program 
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Email: agrimarine@citem.com.ph 
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By Aquiles Z. Zonio 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ENERAL SANTOS CITY— 
G Time seemed to stop here as 

i almost every household 
was glued to the television, waiting 

‘for the Pacquiao-Morales rematch. 


‘The streets were practically deserted. 
When Manny Pacquiao sent Erik Morales to 
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the canvas in the 10th round, residents yelled 
and jumped in jubilation. Many came out of 
their homes and danced in the streets. 

But Manny's mother, Dionisia, told re- 
porters that she was not happy that Morales 
lasted until the 10th round. 

She said she wanted the match to end early 
to spare her son from a beating, 

But she was still rhankful her son won the 
fight. 

‘She was also grateful to the Filipino nation 
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“Pacquiao’s mom wanted match to end early 


for praying for her son and for continuously 
supporting him in his boxing career. 

Dionisia was rushed to the hospital in March 
last year when she found it difficult to breathe af- 
ter learning that her son had sustained a cut in the 
right eyebrow during his first fight with Morales. 

Pacquiao lost that fight. 

‘Yesterday, Pacquiao's residence in Labangal 
village was teeming with supporters, all re- 
joicing at the victory of their townmate. 

Rey Golingan, chair of the Amateur Boxing 
Association of the Philippines here, said he 
was surprised Pacquiao was not as aggressive 
asin his previous fights. 

Golingan said the Filipino fighter could 
have knocked Morales down early in the fight 
had he fought more aggressively. 

“My prediction was two rounds short. But 
just the same I was confident Manny will win 
inthe rematch,” he said. 

He advised Pacquiao to remain humble. 

“T hope he will take good care of himself and 
his finances. It is public knowledge that he wasted 
millions in cockfighting,” the boxing official said. 

Tn Pagadian City, businessman Profito Lu- 
ab, 56, had to postpone Sunday Mass to 
watch the fight. 

“I guess God can forgive me for watching 
this match first before going to church,” said 
Luab, a member of the Knights of Columbus 
and a devout Catholic. 

Luab'’s son, Glenn Mark, did the same. 

Father and son had to shell out P300 for a 
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pre-paid card for their cable TV so they could 
watch the live broadcast of the fight. 

‘Neighbors swarmed into the house of the 
Luabs as the family was the only one with pay 
per view access in the area. 

“The sight of First Gentleman Jose Miguel Ar- 
royo congratulating Pacquiao after the match 
triggered catcalls from viewers in Pagadian City. 

“Mike Arroyo should have been in 
Congress for the Senate jueteng probe. He 
should not be there in the match,” Roger 
Brazil, a student, said. 

“Mike Arroyo is really not concerned that 
his wife may be ousted by rebellious soldiers,” 
Brazil said. With reports from Jeoffrey 
Maitem and Michael Sarcauga, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


PACUIAO’S mother 
Dionisia prays fora 
quickwin by her son 
over Morales in their “i 
house in General 
Santos City. 5 
Kauueszonor i 


Cheers erupt in mall, plaza 


By Tarra V. Quismundo, 
Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


THE RICH AND NOTSO-RICH Fil- 
ipinos were one in cheering for Man- 
ny Pacquiao as he slugged it out with 
Erik Morales. It didn't matter whether 
some had paid to watch a live broad- 
cast of the fight in a mall or others 
saw it hours later on free TV projected 
ona giant screen in a plaza. 

With every solid hit and knock- 
down, thousands of boxing fans who 
shelled out P300 jumped to their feet 
and erupted in cheers in the jam- 
packed theaters of SM Megamall in 
Mandaluyong City. 

‘At Plaza Miranda in Manila, men 
with backpacks, fathers carrying their 
children, and couples holding hands 
cheered every time Pacquiao threw 
jabs and powerful punches at the 
‘Mexican boxer. 

In an operating room at the East 
‘Avenue Medical Center in Quezon 
City, nurses, doctors and aides re- 
joiced when a hook caught Morales in 
the 10th round, sending him to the 
canvas. 

“We cheered every round, and we'd 
tease persons in the other room, 
where an operation was going on and 
they therefore couldn't watch the 
fight, that Manny Pacquiao had fall- 
en,” said Pearl Morito, a nurse. 


Appendectomy 

it was perfect that there was just 
one emergency operation going on 
throughout the bout. A 16-year-old 
girl was undergoing an appendecto- 
my, 

“Every break, we'd go to the hall- 
way and just kind of cheer. Pacman's 
really great!” Morito said. “Every 
body was in ajolly mood.” 

One of the staffers’ relatives even 
called from the United States to an- 
nounce that Morales had been 
knocked down. She could not wait, so 
everyone knew the result by Round 2. 

“Wes over for Morales,” said Jaime 


Base, 66, at SM Megamall. Base 
fought in small-town boxing events in 
his native Camarines Norte in his 
youth, 

Mark Uy, 16, said: “It's worth it! 
‘The fight was great!" 

Beamed by satellite from Las Vegas 
through Solar Sports, the Pacquiao- 
Morales rematch was a box-office hit at 
the mall, which opened early and de- 
voted nine cinemas for the screening. 


Sold out 

Tickets were sold out two days be- 
fore the fight, said theater managers, 
but overwhelming demand prompted 
ticket booths to sell more for throngs 
of patrons who patiently lined up al- 
though no more seats were available. 

“Theater officers said they could not 
reveal actual ticket sales. But based 
on theater capacities that varied from 
600 to 1,100, the viewers, including a 
sizeable number who stood through- 
out the broadcast, might have well 
exceeded 5,000. 

“We were here at 6 a.m., and we ran 
to get in line. My children advised me 
to just watch here because they knew T 
was impatient,” said Base, who came 
to the mall with his son-in-law. 


4hours of screening 

Running roughly an hour ahead of 
the regular TV broadcast, the mall 
screening lasted almost four hours as 
it featured supporting bouts starting 
ataround 8:30 a.m. 

But whena fierce-looking Pacquiao 
was shown on the big screen emerg- 
ing from his dressing room at 12:30 
p.m., the crowd began an almost 
chaotic cheer. 

Every time the 27-year-old boxing 
hero landed a brutal punch on the 
taller Mexican, the male-dominated 
crowd roared. For them, Pacquiao's 
punches were like bombs dropped 
froma fighter jet. 

On the edge of their seats, the 
viewers anticipated Morales’ counter 
punches, and kept silent each time he 
connected. But the mood rued fes- 


= 


tive when Pacquiao unleashed a flur- 
ty of his own, battering his rival who 
seemingly weakened at every sound 
ofthe bell. 

“End it now!” aman yelled halfway 
through the match, 


Ecstasy, boos 

‘As soon as Pacquiao did, in 2 min- 
utes 33 seconds into the 10th round, 
the viewers—yuppies, seniors and 
teens—were on their feet ecstatic, 
raising fists and swapping congratu- 
lations. 

Many pulled out mobile phones to 
spread the news to friends and family 
members watching the delayed 
broadcast at their homes. 

The cheers turned to boos when 
Pacquiao was shown on screen em- 
bracing Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis "Chavit" 
Singson, who climbed up the ring 
with First Gentleman Jose Miguel Ar- 
royo to congratulate the boxer mo- 
ments after the fight. 

“Pacquiao was in excellent form,” 
Fermin Aragones, 52, said at Plaza 
Miranda. “He really makes you proud 
tobea Filipino.” 

Lani Laroa, 24, said staying under the 
sun to watch the match was worth it. 

Laroa and a friend went straight to 
the plaza after hearing Mass at the 
nearby Quiapo Church. 


Dancing 

“We wouldn't have seen Pacquiao's 
victory had we gone home after the 
Mass,” she said, her eyes still glued to 
the giant screen on the Mercury Drug 
building's facade. 

‘Many men who watched the fight 
were overjoyed after Pacquiao 
brought Morales to his knees in 
Round 10. 

“I knew he would win, I knew he 
would win,” a cigarette vendor shout- 
ed in Filipino, dancing around his 
friends, 

Jeepneys clogged the westbound 
lane of Quezon Boulevard as drivers 
slowed down to glance at the giant 
screen shortly after Pacquiao won. 


‘Hello Manny’ ... 


From page Al 

It went like this: 

“Hello, Manny? Pipilitin mo, ha? (You will 
try your best?) Kasi... ano ... ano ... pag nata- 
lo ka, i-ku-kudeta ako (Because if, you lose, 
there will be a coup d'etat)." 

‘Coup jitters hit the country for the umpteenth 
time last week. Even Justice Secretary Raul Gon- 
zalez was predicting one over the weekend. 

But for a few hours yesterday, the nervous- 
ness appeared to have all but disappeared. 
The nation was mesmerized by Pacquiao's de- 
molition of Erik Morales, 

Even mutinous soldiers took time off from 
offering solutions to the ills of the Armed 
Forces to watch the Philippine boxing hero go 
up against Mexico's “El Terrible.” 

The Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines allowed the Magdalo leaders 
to watch the fight by placing a TV set near their 
cells, said an officer, speaking on condition that 
he not be named because only his superiors 
were authorized to speak to media. 

He said Isafp officials thought it “humane” 
to let the rebels of the failed 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny watch the boxing match, easing 
strictions on a lot of privileges since Marine 
Capt. Nicanor Faeldon escaped in December. 

It would have been a fine day for Anakpaw- 
is party-list Rep. Rafael Mariano. 

“Everything went well until Ms Arroyo led 
fer- 
ring to the nationally televised phone conve: ation 
berween Ms Arroyo and Pacquiao after the fight, 

“Her voice resembled that of the female voice 
in the ‘Hello Gare? audio tapes,” said Mariano, 
which nudged him back to political reality. 
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Pacquiao’s trunks worth 
an estimated P5 million 


tials, “MR” alities Kris Aquino, Aga Muhlach, 
Colors, typeface and artwork all Sharon Cuneta and Cesar Mon- 
contributed to the prominence of tano, who have cornered the 
the logos on Pacquiao's shorts dur- market for product endorsements ASENA ate Peas 
ing the bout, For example, Moto- since the ’90s. 
lite, which was in white sans-serif Unlike them, Pacquiao peddles 
type on a red background, reg- his own media outlet through a 
+, istered clearly on TV screens. billboard company. 
Sodid Café Puro, which was His talent fee for endorsing a 
Ponpa also white on red. brand in a trimedia campaign is i 
‘The rest of the patches still nowhere near the paychecks of Lg t j SHANK REAR; STEP GEAR, 
two months before the fight, were barely recognizable in Muhlach et al. So far, the biggest 4 EN by iRpinforcod 
according to an advertiser. the dizzying layout. advertising deal Pacquiao has = Tough ABSeSkianeet 
“He even told us that the best 5 inched was worth less than P10 
buy was the space at the back of Celebrity endorsers million. This could change, howev- 
\his shorts, not in front," said the Pacquiao is one of the most er, with his win against Morales 
advertiser, who wanted to buy popular product endorsers in the yesterday. 
‘but couldn't afford the space af- country today. He has joined the ` Recently, he added another 
ter paying the boxer’s fee fora ranks of celebrity sports en-  itefhtohisresumé—TV host. After 
‘TV commercial j dorsers like Alvin Patrimonio, starring in a movie, cutting a 
Pacquiao, who was pitching Benjie Paras and Lydia de Vega, record and shooting a music 
. the ad space himself, told the The boxing idol now has the video, he is now host of a weekly 
Vea that the back ofa advertising clout enjoyed for the sports program, “Manny Pacquiao, 


erences fighter’s trunks was more longest time by show biz person- Sports Idol," on Channel 13. 
pear $e prominent to TV audi ui bs s 


s, ences than the front. The 
F spot was later taken by 


Motolite, a car battery firm. Te IF THE LOSER OF THE PACQUIAO/MORALES FIGHT WORE 
oan pean ar e p THORLOS SOCKS, HE WOULD HAVE PROBABLY WON 


shown on cable TY, the INQUIRER if you are a professional athlete, a weekend sports and physical fitness buff, or a plain employes, 
counted at least six product ASME Who visits the gym after office hours, THORLOS socks is the perfect pair of socks for your : 
patches on Pacquiao's white ale Re sweating out. 
trunks—Motolite, No Fear cloth- 
ing line, Café Puro coffe, Enoe y THORLOS socks, that defines gentleness to your feet, is a product of two decades of extensive 
energy group, Darlington socks le research program that started in Statesville, North Carolina. The study focuses on foot injuries 
and Philippine Airlines. and foot health. 
n Teredandyelow famesondhe: | THORLOS takes care of seven points of foot weaknesses. These are against moisture presara eange ana 
nis whch dsingutbel hin | Tonperacureposture and simulua The scientifically design socks are padded to cushion the foot and have four 
om Monies who was ako in | Channeled ersssection ers thet produce a softcottan-lke yarn with superior moisture transport quale 
A his prevents tissue breakdown, callusses, bli: fungal growth. ; 
J the clothing company that has This prevents tissue break callusses, blisters and fungal g 


been dressing up the Filipino | THORLOS has structured brands for specific sports such as: Basketball, Running, Men's Fitness, Light Running, 
kra EN fighter since his early pro days. Walking, Tennis, Badminton, Women’s Fitness, Dress and Casual. Thorlos socks are available at Rustan's, Planet 
Pacquiao's shorts sold for as 


a Pacquiao recently launched his. | Royal Sporting House, The Athlete's Foot and Tobys. elsons@info.com.ph 671-9931 to 34 
muchas PI.Smillioneach. 4? own clothing line bearing his ini- 


What politicians said 
about Pacquiao’s win 


By Michael Lim Ubac quiao’s win augured well for the 
: country’s future on the global 

WARRING POLITICIANS SET . stage. 
aside their bickering yesterday as. Rep. Joey Salceda, a staunch 
they lavishly praised Manny Pac- administration ally, said: “Like 
quiao, calling him a “warrior” a Pacman (Pacquiao), with her 
hero.” “Asia's greatest fighter” stamina, President Arroyo will ; $ 
and the “pride” of the Malay race. outlast her opponents till (2010) aSa a 

“With this fabulous victory, by knockout.” 
Pacquiao has raised the Tmoraleof This prompted Anakpawis VISUAL INDULGENCE ANYWHERE 
the-Filipino people and made the party-list Rep. Rafael Mariano Besides powerful performance and reliability, two staple traits of ASUS 
nation proud of one ofits greatest to say: “Everything went well notebooks, the latest solutions of mobile computing from ASUS also 
song Speaker Jose de Venecia unl Ms Arey called up to con; Inelude state-oftheat Indust design that satisfies both aesthetic 
said moments after Pacquiao fin- gratulate Pacquiao. Her voice meen E AS seh 
ished off Mexico's Erik Morales in resembled that of the female neces! Ge aoei aa TA Meo 
eee sees caret eld IF Award, the foremost competition fr industrial design. 

The Speaker said Pacquiao tapes.” 
came from a “great line of Fil-  Cibac party-list Rep. Joel Vil- 
ipino ring fighters," from Pancho lanueva said Pacquiao exempli- 
Villa to Gabriel “Flash” Elorde, fied what the Filipino could do 

“This is what makes us Fil- given the right support and en- 
ipinos proud of ourselves. Taas couragement. 
noo kahit kanino (Our heads held “We have a lot of Pacquiao's 
high before all). This is (what) out there—in the field of infor- 
Manny taught us today,” said mation technology, education, 
Rep. Monico Puentevella, former maritime industry, architecture, 
chair of the House committee on the arts; you name it, there's a 
youth and sports. Pinoy or Pinay excelling in us. 

‘Administration Rep. Jesli La- _ “They all need the support sim- 
pus, chair of the House ways and ilar to what ‘Pacman’ is now get- 
means committee, said Pac- ting,"hesaid. 
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NAVOTAS opened last week its version of Mani 
Park on the C-4 Roadin Bagumbayan. 


MONDAY, ** 
JANUARY 23, 2006 


's Baywaik—the 9,000-sq m Center 
JoANBONDDE 


Navotas inaugurates 
Centennial Park 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


NAVOTAS HAS ANEW LANDMARK, 
Mayor Toby Tiangco inaugurated last week 
the 9,000-sq m Centennial Park, as part of a 
commemorating the 

municipality's centennial. 

“With the new landmark, we welcome the 
next century with hope and the belief that 
nothing is impossible,” Tiangco said. 

He described the park as “the one with the 
magnificent view of Manila Bay and its fa- 
mous sunset.” 

“We plan to convert the park into another 
tourist attraction, aside from the fish port 
which is sill the leading attraction of the mu- 
nicipality.” Tiangco said, 

‘The PS-million park, located on the C-4 
Road in Bagumbayan, was patterned after 
Manila's famous Baywalk. It has pathways 
fronting the bay which are lined with decora- 
tive lamp posts and palm trees. 

“Though last minute changes on the previ- 
ous plan delayed the project, it is already be- 
ing enjoyed by promenaders,” said Raffy Ser- 
rano, overall in charge of the project. 
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To add to the park's historical character, 
Tiangco said he would suggest to the City 
Council that the Mangingisda monument, , 
which symbolizes the municipality's heritage, 
be moved to the park, 

Navotas, the country’s fishing capital, was 
declared separate from Malabon in 1906 
through the Philippine Commission Act 
1441. 

Tiangco, however, said the municipality is 
ready for cityhood. 

He expressed hope that his dream would 
soon become a reality for the once flood- 
prone town which is now almost flood-free. 

Navotas is bordered by the Binuangan, 
Daang Cawayan and Dampalit rivers and the 
Malabon channel. When the rivers’ water lev- 
els rise during high tide, the town's streets be- 
come flooded. 

Ironically, the rivers which cause floods are 
also where most residents get their liveli- 
hood, Tiangco said. 

“Flooding in some streets are now a thing 
ofthe past,” he added, after the installation of 
pumps and the construction of dikes to let the 
flood waters subside more quickly 
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E-load firm loses 
P20M to robbers 


By DJ Yap 


‘THIEVES BROKE INTO A MARKETING FIRM 
last week and made off with P20 million 
worth of computers, phones, electronic 
equipment, and information database. 

Pedro Horcajo, chief operations officer of 
Uniloads Networks Integrated Co. Inc., a mo- 
bile phone e-load marketing company, told 
the police that robbers entered their office on 
the second floor of the Lazo Building, An- 
napolis Street, in Cubao, Quezon City some- 
time last week. 

He said he discovered the theft on Jan. 19, 
at around 6 p.m. 

Missing were more than 50 Nokia mobile 
phones, central processing units, a Samsung 


Nature can’t be 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


ALTHOUGH THE CITY GOVERNMENT CAN- 
not stop the movement of fault lines in 
Muntinlupa, it can regulate other activities 
that aggravate the situation by enacting a law. 

Mayor Jaime Fresnedi said an ordinance 
that would prevent the excessive extraction of 
ground water by factories could reduce the 
‘damage to houses that stand on fault lines. 

Right now, there is no law prohibiting fac- 
tories and commercial establishments in the 
city from extracting too much water from the 
earth, said the mayor, 

“So, 1 am encouraging the city council to 
pass an ordinance and whatever they come 
up with, I will implement,” Fresnedi told the 
INguinen in an interview. 

‘The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs) has partly attributed 
the continuous movement of the earth in sev- 
eral areas in Muntinlupa to the over extrac- 
tion of ground water. 

‘When factories pump out too much water 
from the earth, they create a vacuum which 
‘weakens the soil, Jet Pabilonia, the city’s Na- 
tional Disaster Coordinating Council head, 


LCD monitor, customized software applica- 
tion, and a computer database (Uniloads in- 
formation storage), believed to be worth P18 
million, the executive said. 

Horcajo added that two boxes which con- 
tained original income tax returns, tax receipts, 
financial records, cash disbursements, and oth- 
er confidential papers were also missing. 

He told the police that the office was in the 
care of Arnaldo Dario and Richard Lao when 
the theft was discovered. 

‘Charges have yet tobe filed since the police 
said they have no suspects yet. 

Uniloads is a company engaged in retailing 
prepaid phone loads from various telecom- 
munication networks, as well as a multi-level 
marketing scheme for its members. 


stopped but ... 


“Most of the factories are located in the 
eastern portion of the city and the earth in 
that part is soft-based,” he said. 

‘The eastern portion of the city starts from 
the 17-kilometer shoreline of the Laguna 
Lake, up to the national road, where the fault 
lines or fissures end, he added. 

Pabilonia’s office has so far traced 25 fis- 
sures in the city. 

Pabilonia, meanwhile, reminded home- 
owners and home developers of a 1998 ordi- 
nance outlining safety measures that must be 
observed in areas affected by fault lines. 

“The ordinance states that buffer zones, 
five meters tangential to the fault line, must 
be developed in structures affected by fault 
lines,” he said. 

‘Another provision in the ordinance states 
that homeowners affected by the fissures 
could avail of a discount in their real property 
taxes, he added. 

‘The rate of the discount varies, depending 
on the extent of damage to the owner's prop- 
erty. 

Pabilonia advised homeowners affected by 
the fault lines to go to city hall and show their 
land title or tax declaration to avail of the dis- 
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January 16 to 25,2006, 9AM to S AM (SM) 


Participating Manufacturers and Distributors: 


TOSHIBA Panasonic Canon 


The Great Projector Sale means “Better Price Everytime”. 


Other products on SALE at 25% OFF: 
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Price Starts at 


P46,990 


USB Remote Mouse 


SIX (6) Current Models 
from 1400 ANSi to 2500 ANSI 
All Sealed Brand New 
Intoductory Models included 


Location Map 
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Parking available el Kings Court or park 
your cars along Amorsolo St. 
Justin case our slots are filed- up. 
Makati Offic Time: 8 AM to 6 PM 
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From the Projector Superstore. 
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Parafiaque extends deadline 

THE PARAÑAQUE City government yesterday announced that it has extend- 
ed the deadline for the renewal of business permits and tax payments from 
San. 20 t031. The Business Permits and Licensing Office wil also remain 
‘open after office hours and on weekends until Jan. 31 to accommodate 
traders. “By [extending the deadline), we are providing business establish- 
ments ample time to prepare the necessary requirements to renew their 
business permits," Mayor Florencio Bernabe said in a statement. 


Jocelyn R. Uy 


QC celebrates Bible Week 


ries of activities in celebration of Bible Week start- 
ing today until Jan. 31. These include a thanksgiv- F * 
Now: P 6,990 j- — 


The high performing fax machine. 
No wonder people choose Panasonic. 


Panasonic 
ideas for life 


Thermal 


Plain Paper 


ing prayer at today's flag raising ceremony at City 
Hall and the distribution of bibles and other reli- 
gious literature to residents. Organizing the event 
are the Quezon City Christian Organization of Em- 
ployees (QC-Core), the Quezon City Cultural and 
Tourism Affairs Office, and the office of the majori- 
ty floor leader Councilor Arie inton. In a state- 
ient, inton and QC-Core chair Leslie Villorente expressed their belief that 
ral standards can move people to be mare productive members of soci- 
ety," The celebration is in line with Presidential Proclamations 44 and 1067, 
as well as ciy resolution 2730 (series of 2005), declaring the last week of 
January as Bible Week. 
Ds Yop 
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Wanted: 150 additional policemen 
QUEZON City needs more than 150 police officers to ensure that residents 
of the biggest city in Metro Manila In terms of land area and population, get 
enough protection, The additional personnel wil allow the city police to 
meet the Ideal ratio of one policeman for every 500 residents, according to 
the city’s chef of police. Quezon City Police District (QCPD) director Chief 
Supt. Nicasio Radovan Jr. sald that right now, he has 2,998 men under his 
command, Of the number, 2,873 are uniformed policemen while the rest are 
non-uniformed, he sald. The city, on the other hand, has a population of 
more than 1,2 million and a land area of more than 77,000 hectares, he not- 
fd, The QCPD has 11 police stations scattered In four congressional dis- 
tricts. The policeman-to-population rato in each of its police stations i: La 
Loma, 4:1 509; Baler, 1:1,583; Talipapa, 1:2,020; Novaliches, 1:532; Lagro, 
181: Batasan Hills, 11,165; Cubao, 1:1,914; Project 4, 1:1,891; Anonas, 


DJ Yap 


KX-FL512 
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KEY FEATURES 


‘Automatic Paper Cutter 
Document Feeder 10 sheets 10 sheets TO sheets 
Navigator Key . . . 
64-Level Haiftone . om 5 . 
Copy Speed 4 PPM TO PPM 
Digital Speaker Phone 0 D 
Document Memory 20 pages (man) 28 pages (mae) 
Digital Answering System . . 
‘Sequential Broadcast To lopatom Zo locanona. 
Printer Function 
Scanner Function 
*Calier-ID Ready . . 
Dial Lock Function . . 
“Galer-10 subscription required Prices [SAP based), features and design are subject 1o change without prior notes 


For dealer referrals, please call: Panasonic Philippines (Sales Division of PMPC) 
Tel. Nos. 899-4595 to 98 « Fax No. 897-4558 + Email address: pmpc_systemsales@ph.panasonic.com 


KX-FL512 
UP High Class ’56 grand reunion 


‘THE UP High School Class 1956 Alumni Association will mark its golden an- 
niversary with a week-long celebration from Feb. 22 to 28. Activities lined 
up for the reunion Include: registration and cocktails (day 1); a ballk-UP 
picnic at La Mesa Dam (day 2); luncheon fellowship (day 3); gala night (day 
4); golt/rest day (day 5); and an inter-island trip to Puerto Galera, Naujan 
and Baco In Oriental Mindoro (days 6-7). For Inquiries, please contact the 
celebration secretariat through e-mail: argus@netgazer.com.ph; fax no. 
818-1387; tel. nos. 817-7905/815-1838; or cali Sharon or Weng at 0919- 
6948788; Meich Elegado at 8131452 or 0919-2505512 and Frank Libatique 
at 751-2232 or 0919-6948788. 


Sto, Niño de Providencia marks 14th year 
THE MIRACULOUS Sto. Niño de Providencia will be celebrating its 14th an- 
niversary on Friday, Jan. 27. Everyone is Invited to join the thanksgiving cel- 
‘ebration from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 65 A. Pijuan St., BFRV, Las Piñas City. The 
highlight of the celebration wil be a motorcade/ procession, which wili start 
at 2:15 p.m. from the Sto. Niño prayer room to the Mary Mother of The 
Church Parish for the 3 p.m. concelebrated Mass to be led by Msgr. Philip 
Ocol, parish priest. 
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TRG is a leading provider in technology-driven, 
real time BPO & CRM global solutions. With our 
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Manny’s favored weapon 


punches hole in Morales 


LAS VEGAS—MANNY PACQUIAO WORE PUNCHER’S 


gloves last night and he used them for what they were g, 


intended—to punch a hole in Erik Morales. 


After claiming all week that the differ- 
cence in their 130-Ib rematch would be that 
he would wear his gloves of choice, the 
Reyes brand favored by heavyhanded hit- 
ters, Pacquiao twice dropped Morales in 
Round 10 before the fight was stopped 
with 27 seconds remaining and Morales 
mis knees, his spirit and face broken. 

By then, Pacquiao had repeatedly over- 
whelmed Morales with his hand speed, 
body shots, and a scintillating right hand. 
He was a young man tuming the 29-year- 
old Morales into an old fighter, 

Unable to slip away from Pacquiao or 
back him up, Morales grew ever more 
helpless as the rounds passed and his 
younger opponent continued to crowd 
‘and batter him from every angle. 

“J was getting hit a lot in the head,” 
Morales (48-4) said after referee Kenny 
Bayless stopped the fight. ‘As the rounds 
‘went on, Iwas getting tired, At the end, I 


The Ford Everest. The powerful, tough and true SUV. Now with leather seats. Available on the 4x4 and 


feltslow” 

‘That's because by the end he was slow. 
‘And seemingly without any way to repel 
the constant assault by the 27-year-old 
Pacquiao (41-3-2, 32 KOs), 

“The gloves helped a lot,” Pacquiao 
claimed. “liked my gloves. I could see he 
was having problems taking my punches. I 
had no problems taking his, He never hurt 
me. 

“| landed a lot more different punches 
this time. I started to get to him to the 
body” 

‘Those body punches took a toll on 
Morales, who had won their first meeting 
Jast March in large part because he cut Pac- 
quiao's eye early and left him bleeding so 
badly that it impaired his vision from the 
fifth round on and seemed to break his 
concentration. 

‘This time, however, nothing impaired 
him, most especially not the faded Morales, 


ed fighter 
= 


NT 


MANNY Pacquiao attributes his win to his religious conviction, his fighting heart and 
the Reyes gloves which he was notaallowed to use in his first fight with Erik Morales. sr 


‘who has lost three of his last four fights and 
seems to have become an old man trying to 
survive in a familiar neighborhood that has 
tumed into a dangerous place. 

“The tide tumed in the sixth round,” 


‘Pacquiao's trainer, Freddie Roach, said. 
“He [Morales] was fading from body 
shots. Manny needs to work on his de- 
fense, but his right hook was beautiful.” 

New York Times News Service 
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Chandler lifts fresh Giants 


By June Navarro 


AIR21 HAD KILLED THE LEAGUE'S GIANTS IN THE PLAYOFFS. BUT PROBABLY NOT 


thereal giant. 

The Purefoods Chunkee Giants leaned 
on Marquin Chandlers beastly perfor- 
‘mance to subdue the battle-weary Express, 
94-89, at the start of their San Mig Coffee- 
PBA Fiesta Conference semifinal series last 


BB ight atthe Araneta Coliseum. 


AIR2I'S Gary David puts up a shot despitea 


‘Unstoppable from all angles, Chandler 
tallied a conference:high 46 points and 
pulled down 16 rebounds, including a 
breakaway floater in the dying seconds 
that sealed the opener of the best-of seven 
duel for the Giants. 

Barangay Ginebra outplayed Red Bull 
Barako in overtime to win, 105-100, at the 
start of their own semifinal showdown. 

‘The Barako trailed by 11 points at the 
end of the third period but rallied to force 


foul from Purefoods’ Jun Limpot. sucstosacuz the extension at 89-all as Enrico Villanueva 


beat the regulation buzzer with a follow-up 
ofa James Penny miss. 

“He (Chandler) played his bes offensive 
game but we cannot just rely on him,” said 
Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio, fresh from 
a three-week respite after securing an au- 
tomatic semifinal slot after topping the 
dassification round. 

“Tm sure theyll (Express) be ready for 
him defensively on Wednesday” Gregorio 
added. Game 2 is set on Wednesday. 

Playing their third game in as many 
days, the Express were surprisingly all 
souped-up contrary to what many had an- 
ticipated. 

The Express had booted out the San 
Miguel Beermen in the wild card phase 
and eliminated the Talk 'N Text Phone Pals 


in the quarterfinals. 

Ranidel De Ocampo and 
‘Shawn Daniels even paced the 
Express toan 87-81 lead before 
exhaustion set in. 

‘With Kerby Raymundo and 
James Yap backing up Chan- 
ler, Purefoods razed that 
deficit and held its ground 
against Air21's desperate rally. 

"We were there to match 


er of the Week, led the Express 
GAMES with 18 points while Daniels 


WEDNESDAY had 15 points and 17 boards, 
(Araneta Coliseum) The scores: 


4:40 p.m —Baran- Fist Game 
‘ay Ginebra vs Red PUREFOODS 94—Chandler 46, Yap 
Buli Barako 14, Raymundo 10, Pingris 7, Limpot 6; 
7.36 p.m—Pure- Yap 5, Simon 2, Yee 2, Casio 2, Sal- 
foodsvsAl2t vador 0, Artadi 0, Bllones 0. 
MIRZI 88—Daid 18, Daniels 15, 
Fula 14, De Ocampo 18, Arbleda 12, 


their intensity and emotion. But its actual- Ferns 8, Caelta 4 Tubid 3, De Ocampo 2, Gonzales 
ly a blessing because they played three 0,Se0,Fran0 


gamesin a row” said Gregorio. 


“Tantrums flew early when Homer Se 
and Raymundo got into each others 


Quarters 20-19, 46-41, 74-75, 94-80. 
Second Game 
GINEBRA 105—Menk 25, Caguioa 22, Santos 20, 


nerves while Chandler and Gary Daviden-  Adducul 16, Hatertrand 10, Porter B, Sotto 2, Salvacion 
gaged in a scuffle that stopped the game 1, Diraunehan 1, Macapaa O, Holper 0. 


for almost five minutes. and triggered a 


RED BULL 100—Penny 35, Tugade 23, Valerzuoia 


fiurry of technicals near the end of the 13, lanueva 10, Penrisi 9, ruz 3. Baguio 3, Najorda 


third. 


‘David, last week's PBA Press Corps Play- 


2, Fonaer2, Bugla 0, Robinson 0, orion. 
Quarters: 16-20, 44-4, 67-56, 8, 105-100. 


Ang iyong LAKAS at TIBAY . 


Karangalan ng sambayanang Pilipino 


Manila Ice by any other 


‘Spreclaaacheata teers, 
INSPECTION DATE 


INSPECTION & REGISTRATION STARTS TODAY 


name i 


LAS VEGAS—THERE'S A SPECIAL DISH, 

boiled to blissfull perfection in my moth- 

kitchen, that I surprisingly 

rediscovered in a Filipino restau- 

rant—Ang Sariling Atin—in this perplex- 

g gambling mecca a couple of days 
back 

Tes the meat caldereta, cheese, tomato 
sauce, chili and other magical mix, served 
with a steaming plate of rice. 

ast tasted that gorgeous hot dish near- 
ly two decades ago, when my dear Mom 
could still do what she loved best. Cook 
what we, her sons, loved best. 

Thave all but given up tasting that unfor- 
gettable dish again. 

You know what? I told the Three Muske- 
teers of Cebu, namely Homer, Salven and 
Sam, Pacquiao can’t lose his rematch with 
Erik Morales. 

Why, they chorused. 

Because you've treated me to this magi- 
cal dish. 

Yeah, the trio from Cebu wondered, but 
what has it got to do with Pacquiao's victo- 
% ane 

Not so simple. It just so happened that 
this special dish is called by a different 
name in these parts. 

What? 

Tes called puchero, but it’s actually my 
mother’s glorious caldereta of old. 

Don't leave yet. It's past deadline but this 


| piece is being rushed, a couple of hours af- 


ter Manny Pacquiao had done the miracle 
feat of stopping Erik Morales, the once un- 
stoppable Mexican boxing great. 

T repeat: Pacquiao could not miss be- 
cause there are many good signs that had 
augured his ultimate success. 

Like the Mass celebrated by a Filipino 
priest, Gerry Beof, who flew all the way 
from New York yesterday. 

Pacquiao, it was bared, had had steamed 
fish for lunch, little soup around 3 p.m. be- 
fore moving out of his suite at Wynn Las Ve- 
gas for the showdown with Morales yester- 
day. 

‘There are many little things, several in- 


s still it 


Bare EYE 


Recab Trinidad © / 


tangibles, that helped propel Pacquiao to 
the biggest win of his career. 

Rex (Wakee) Salud swore there were 
three things that made Pacquiao win, 
namely tapang, lakas, tatag (courage, pow- 
er, dedication). 

For his part, trainer Freddie Roach bared 
thata great ingredient of the Pacquiao win- 
ning formula goes by a Mexican name. 

Cleto Reyes. Yes, this was exactly the 
same pair Pacquiao had sorely missed 
when he failed to stop Morales in their first 
fight. 

‘Said Roach when it was his turn to bare 
the secret of success: “That, Cleto Reyes, 
was the main ingredient that was absent in 
the Manila Ice the last time out.” 

To those who have forgotten it, Manila 
Ice was the secret weapon promised by 
Roach for Pacquiao's first fight with 
Morales last March. 

It finally fitted into the fight scene on 
Pacquiao's second and successful try at im- 
mortality yesterday. 

But, then, Roach explained Manila Ice 
was not the biggest secret behind their vic- 
tory. 

‘The biggest weapon? Overhaul. 

Pacquiao, in his preparation against 
Morales, had to be reconditioned like a rac- 
ing car being primed up for a championship 
race. 

Roach tinkered with the Pacquiao system 
and, voila, che GenSan great learned how 
to duck, weave and defend. 

He also developed counter-punching 
abilities. 

Imagine Paquiao, whom we thought 
could win only by knockout, outpointing 
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TWO OF NATURE'S 
MOST POTENT 
HEALTH-BOOSTERS... 


VIRGIN COCONUT OIL FROM TH. Fé 
GRAPE SEED EXTRACT FROM THE WEST 


When it comes to your body's 
health, two are better than one, 
Virgin Coconut oll for your general 
well-being, PCO-Plus to fight aging. 
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FUSO CANTER DUMP TRUCK 


BLDG. 1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL. NOS: (047) 252-1129 * 252-1155 TO 58 * (02) 920-0810 
SUBIC BAY FREEFORT, PHILIPPINES (02) 711-5270 * CEL NOS: (0917) 7262824 * (0917) 8388094 
jotdns.com * WEBSITE: www.uasubic.gotdns.com 
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HEROES CUP 


Tangkay leads race 
for EBD) MYE topay 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


_ SPORTS 


THE LEAGUE'S TOP 
team rightfully has 
the top man. 

Jojo Tangkay, the 
veteran gunner of the 
front-running Rain 
or Shine, garnered 
the highest statistical 
points to lead the 
Tace for the Most 
Valuable Player plum 
in the PBL Heroes 
Cup. 

The  6foot-1 
Tangkay amassed 
358 statistical points 
at the end of the 
elimination round af- 
ter averaging a 


league-leading 16.45 | cuv ap esoo am TES emaom enne 
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P Conn UE 
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GAMES THURSDAY 
(San Andres Gym) 
2pm—Rainor 
Shine vs Harbour 
Centre 1 
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Superior Gus ‘Through Nutritional Science 


Garcia of Tangkay, 
who strongly vied for 
the MVP award in 
2004. “He has ma- 
tured as a player.” 

Tangkay remains 
38 points ahead of 
Hapee-PCU's Jason 
Castro, who took the 
second spot with 320 
points. 

The Teethmasters? 
fleet-footed guard 
tallied 14 points pet 
game and ranked 
first in assists at 4.2 
‘apg and fourth in 
steals at 1.8 spg- 

Fil-Am Joe De- 
‘vance slipped to third 
‘with 292 points after 
leading the statistical 
race midway in the 
conference. The 6- 
foot-7 center of the 
cellar-dwelling Toy- 
ota Otis Knights col- 
lected 15 ppg, 9 rpg 
and 1.5 blocks per 
game. 

Top rebounder 
Kelly Williams and 
Arwind Santos, Mag- 
nolia Ice Cream’s 1-2 
punch, still remained 
in the hunt for the 
top individual 
award. 

Williams, also a 6- 
foot-7 Fil-Am, was 
just a point behind 
Devance with 291 
points. He logged in 
11.4 ppg and 10.1 
rpg, while Santos 
earned 281 points af- 
ter norming 9 ppg 
and finishing third in 
rebounds at 9 rpg 
and second in 

blocks for the sec- 
ond-running Wiz- 
ards. 

Rounding up the 
top 10 were Fil-Am 
center Rob Reyes of 
Harbour Centre with 
280 points (9.31 ppg 
and 9.9 rpg), top 
block shot artist Jay- 
R Reyes of Rain or 
Shine with 279 (8.4 
ppg, 8 rpg and 2.1 
bpg), Joseph Yeo of 
Harbour Centre with 
262 (15.2 ppg and 4 
mpg) and Hapee- 
PCU's Robert Sanz 
with 258(10 ppg and 
4.5 rpg) and Gabby 
Espinas with 253 
(10.2 ppg and 8.7 
1p8). 

Meanwhile, the 
semifinal ` round 
starts on` Thursday 
with Rain or Shine 
tackling Harbour 
Centre, and Magno- 
lia Ice Cream taking 
on Granny Goose. 

Rain or Shine and 
Magnolia, the top- 
ranked | squads, 
earned one-game 
centives in the best- 
of-five series. Thus, 
they only need two 
victories, while Har- 
bour Gentre and 
Granny Goose must 
win thrice to advance 
to the finals. 


MANNY PACQUIAO 

WBC International Super 

Featherweight Champion 

Former People’s 

Featherweight Champion 

Former IBF Super 

Bantamweight Champion 

Former WBC 

Flyweight Champion 

Walang kaduda-dudang pinatunayan 
~ mo uli sa buong daigdig na ikaw 

ang nararapat na kampeon: PA 


Mabuhay ka Manny! k 
Mabuhay ang Pilipino! 
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Roddick tumbles out 


Greek gives A-Rod the boot; Sharapova gains 


MELBOURNE, AUS- the fist, thid and fourth sets. eight in winners to erors—Iooked sian Nadia Petrova, who beat Elena 
‘ j JS- Baghdatis had 16 aces, one more and I won more total points,” said Vesnina 63, 6-1. 
tralia—Andy Roddick than Roddick, and only 26unforced Roddick. în men's matches, fourth-seeded 
tumbled out of the Aus- errors. Earlier, top-ranked Lindsay Dav- David Nalbandian’ reached the 
lian 0; S fm jst in my own world and enport set up a quarterfinal match quarterfinals, beating Tommy Ro- 
tralian Open on SUN- playing great tennis,” Baghdatis with Justine Henin-Hardenne, bredo, 63, 6-0, 26, 6-2, and French 
day, losing 6-4, 1-6, 6-3, said. “I think its one of the best overcoming left ankie pain to beat veteran Fabrice Santoro overcame 
6-4, to unseeded Mar. atcesofmylife.” Svetlana Kuznetsova, 6-2,6-4. No. 11 David Ferrer, 6-4, 7-5, 7-5. 
> aa Baghdatis, ranked Séh, ad- The eighthseeded Henin- The 33-year-old Santoro reach 
cos Baghdatis in the vanced toa quarterfinal againstthe Hardenne beat Virginia Ruano Pas- the last eight at a Grand Slam for 
fourth round. winner of Sunday's later match be- cual, 6-0, 63. the first time in 54 trips. 
3 kween No. 7 van Ljubicc and No.  Fourth-seeded Maria Sharapova With defending champion Marat 
Roddick, the No. 2seed,wasun- 10 Thomas Johansson, the 2002 went down a break in the second Safin, second-ranked Rafael Nadal, 
settled by the high-energy Bagh- Australian Open champion. set before recovering to win six of four-time winner Andre Agassi out 
Satis a 20yearold former junior It was a disappointing ext for the last seven games in a 6-4, 64 because of injuries and No. 3 Lley- 
world champion from Cyprus. Roddick, the American who had a victory over Daniela Hantuchova, ton Hewitt ousted in the second 
After dropping just one service shocking istround los in the US who ousted defending champion round, Roddick was considered the 
game in his buree previous matches, | Open—thelast Grand Slamevent. Serena Wiliams inthe thirdround. top contender to topple favorite 
Roddick was broken once in each of “1 didn’t play that badly—plus Sharapova next faces fellow Rus- Roger Federer. AP 


bainar iue 
Ja Hantuchova in their fourt| 


FABRICE Santoro of France celebrates his 
fourth round win over David Ferrer of Spain 
in the Australian Open. ” 


‘Magician’ 
makes long 
drought 
disappear 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA—FABRICE SANTORO 
sat at his courtside chair, buried his head in a tow- 
eland shed a few tears ofjoy. 

Aged 33, and playing in his 54th Grand 
Slam, the genial Frenchman finally made it to 
the quarterfinals of a major. 

He beat 11th-seeded David Ferrer of Spain, 
6-4, 7-5, 7-5, Sunday in a fourth-round match 
at the Australian Open. 

“At one point, it’s great that it's coming so 
late,” said Santoro, who played his first Grand 
Slam at the French Open in 1989. “I've been 
playing since 1 was 16, and when your first 
quarterfinal arrives at 33, i's a long time.” 

Best known for his doubles prowess—18 
career titles and a pivotal win in France's 
2001 Davis Cup title triumph—"The Magi- 
cian," as Pete Sampras once described him be 
cause of his unique style, has always strug- 
gled in singles at Grand Slams. 

He's lost in the first round of majors 21 
times, the second round on 18 occasions, the 
third 11 and in the fourth round three times 

One of those fourth-round losses came at 
the 1999 Australian Open, the others at the 
1991 and 2001 French Opens. 

Still, he’s finished 2005 ranked in the top 
100 in singles for the 11th time in 13 years, 
and he has four career singles titles. 

Santoro said Sunday's result might have 
been different if the hot temperatures hadn't 
forced the roof at Vodafone Arena to be 
closed. That gave the players shade and air 
conditioning instead of an unrelenting sun 
and furnace-like wind. 

“If we played outdoors, I think my chances 
would have been very, very small,” said San- 
toro. SOE ees p 

“When I woke up this morning and I saw i? Dona e ~ 

erature, said "OK, we're gonna ply i 2nd Prize 4 r 4x2 Gas Sae 
and rhat it was maybe a sign.” x wsp 

The signs have been good since the tourna. à 
ment began, with Santoro beating Vincent 
Spadea, Andrei Pavel, former French Open 
champion and eighth-seeded Gaston Gaudio 
and then 11th-seeded Ferrer. 

Next up is fourth-seeded David Nalbandi- 
an, whom Santoro beat on clay in Rome last 
year in three sets. 

“Phew, you have no time to rest,” said San- 
toro. "Every opponent makes you run and 1 
hope the temperature will be pretty high and 


=e" Government Warning: Cigarette s 


is his recent change in style—attacking 
serves, coming into the net more and general- 
ly being more aggressive. 

“I am stil in the tournament because I'm 
coming into the net a lot,” he said, crediting 
his doubles with making him more proficient 
at the front of the court. AP 
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Campbell hangs onto Hope lead; 


Verplank narrows gap to 1 stroke 


PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA— 
Chad Campbell's S-under 67 was 
barely enough to keep him in 
front Saturday in the Bob Hope 
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Ra a 


Club. 
John Senden was alone in third 
after a 67 at Bermuda Dunes left 


a groupat 17 under. 

Rory Sabbatini and Jeff Maggert 
had 64s to join them at 271, along 
with Olin Browne (66) and John 


side. With Campbell already fin- 
ished for the day, Verplank sanka 3- 


a foot birdie putt on No. 14 to go to 


Chrysler Classic, with Scott Ver- 
plank’s 64 moving him within 
one shot of the lead. 

Campbell kept up his steady play, 
with six birdies and a lone bogey at 
the new Classic Club at Northstar to 
go to 24umder 264 through four 
days of the 90-hole tournament. 

Verplank crafted his Sunder 
round at Bermuda Dunes Country 
Club, one of four courses used for 
the first four days of the touma- 
ment 

‘A pro-am for the first 72 holes, 
the 70 low-scoring pros and ties 
play the final round at the Classic 


2006 


KEDAISA 


IEO OI 


COSE 
4th Game 


Promo Exclusively for Hope 
and Winston only. 


NOT FOR SALE TO MINORS 


Consolation Prizes 
HOPE & WINSTON ci; 
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two shots back was two-time Hope 
champion Phil Mickelson. 

Mickelson, the winner in 2002 
and 2004, shot a 67 at Bermuda 
Dunes to go to 18 under, six strokes 
off the pace. Making his season de- 
butin the Hope, Mickelson was tied 
for fourth with Justin Rose, who 
had a66. 

Mike Weir, who won the tourna: 

ent in 2003, was another shot be- 
hind after a 66. Still another former 
Hope champion, 2000 winner Jes- 
per Pamevik, vaulted into con- 
tention w 
Classic Course and was with Weir in 


20 under. Lurking another 
Huston (67). 


toumament 


hh a 10-under 62 at the 


JOIN AND WIN YOUR OWN LUXURY DRIVE ! 


L) Write your NAME. ADDRESS. AGE. 
TELEPHONE / CELLPHONE NUMBER. 
and SIGNATURE at the back of the pack of 
any of the following participating brands: 
Winston Filter Kings 
Winston Lights 


Hope Menthol 100°s 
Hope Menthol Kings 


2.) Only genuine and original packs made by 
Fortune Tobacco Corporation (FTC) will be 
honored. All entries must have a portion of 
the pack seal to be valid. Drop entries in 
drop boxes at designated drop centers. 


) You can only win one major (1) prize (Ist 
to 6th prizes), If your name is drawn more 
than once, you win the bigger prize and 
forfeit the prize of lesser value. 


s from October 23, 2008 to 
January 30, 2006, Grand Draw date will be 
on February 15, 2006, to be held LIVE 
during the PBA Fiesta Conference Finals at 
the Araneta Coliseum and simulcast over 
ABC Channel 5 


4.) Promo 


5) Only official representatives from FTC 
and DOH-BFAD will validate all winn 
raffe entries during draws. 


6,) Ail major prize winners (Ist to 6th prizes) 
l be published in national dailies nine (9) 
days after the Grand Draw. For consolation 
te 

list will be posted branch 


offices of FTC 


7.) All prizes are tax paid. not convertible to 
cash, and can be redeemed within 60 days 
after the end of the promo period. 


8.) Major prize winners will be notified by 
registered mail and/or by phone calls o 
when and where to claim their prize. 


9.) When claiming prizes, winners must 
present the registered mail and twa (2) valid 
ID's bearing their photo and signature. In 
case the claimant is unable to comply, he 
she must execute an affidavit to verify and 
establish his or her identit; 


10.) Prizes not claimed sixty (60) days after 
the publication of the winners will be 
forfeited. 


11.) All employees of FTC, its mark 
arms, advertising agencies, and DOH-BFAD, 
as well as their relatives up to the Ind degree 
of consanguinity are not eligible to j 


6th Prize 
80 VICTORINOX 
Swiss Army Knives 


Campbell birdied four holes on 
the front nine to make the tum at 
32, but a bogey on No. 11 seemed 
to throw him off stride and he shot 
a 35 on the back nine. On the 11th, 
he hit a 6-iron long, then left him- 
selfa 15-footer for par and missed it 
for the bogey, only his second of the 


\Verplank, meanwhile, was whit- 
ting away at Campbell's lead. 

He rolled in five birdie putts on 
the frontnineto make the turn with 
a31, then kept it going with birdies 
on the first two holes on the back 


23 under, then bogeyed No. 17 
‘when he hit into the bunker in front 
of the green and missed a 15-footer 
for par. 

He got that stroke back when he 
chipped within a foot of the cup on 
No. 18. 

Both Verplank and Campbell are 
trying to end winless strings. Ver- 
plank hasn't won since the 2001 
Canadian Open, and Campbell is 
Jooking for his first victory since the 
2004 Bay Hill Invitational. David 
Duval shot an 8-under 64 to goto 8 
under for the toumament and 
make his second consecutive cut of 
the season, AP 


Jaca floors 
Mexican foe 
in 1st round 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA—PHILIPPINE SUPER 
featherweight champion Jimrex Jaca knocked 
out Mexican joumeyman Geronimo Hemandez 
in the first round of their eight-round clash at the 
Thomas and Mack Center yesterday. 

“The 22-year-old Filipino southpaw from 
Sibulan, Negros Oriental floored Hernandez 
twice before referee Joe Cortez stopped the 
bout with 2:43 gone in the first round. 

Jaca's ring debut in the US was in the un- 
dercard of the Manny Pacquiao-Erik Morales 
rematch, 

“timrex has become an instant hit. He has 
received many offers to fight here,” said Ja- 
ca's manager Rex “Wake” Salud, who was at 
ringside. 

A big left downed Hemandez midway through 
the opening round, and after Cortez tolled the 
count, Jaca went in for the kil, using another big 
leftto down Hernandez for good. 

‘After the fight, Filipino and Mexican fans 
immediately mobbed Jaca for photo ops at 
the Thomas and Mack Center. Later at the 
Wynn Hotel, he was again seen being greeted 
by the hotel's moneyed clientele. 

“This wasa far cry from the kid who used to 
fight for a living inside a military camp in Ne- 
gros,” said a boxing observer, citing Jaca's 
humble beginnings before he was discovered 
by Cebuano Anol Jaca, from whom he got his 
ring name. 

Jimrex came from a combination of his real 
name Jimuel Divino and that of his manager 
Rex Salud. 

‘The win improved Jaca's record to 25-1-1 
with 12 KOs. Hemandez, 27, who was the 
third boxer tapped by promoters to fight Jaca, 
lost for the 15th time in 31 fights. 

Before winning the RP super featherweight 
title, Jaca held the Oriental and Pacific Boxing 
Federation super bantamweight crown. Sal- 
ven L. Lagumbay, contributor 


Manila Ice... 


From page A26 


and beating the technically superior Morales 
inhis own game. 

No, we can't call it an overhaul, because 
Pacquiao will always be Pacquiao, Roach ex- 
plained. 

So what's the name of the biggest ingredi- 
ent behind their success? 

No name, Roach explained. 

All they had to do was learn from their 
biggest mistake the last time. 

They no longer underestimated Morales, 
unlike the last time when Pacquiao had 
bragged he would overrun the Mexican great, 

Pacquiao rediscovered. humility and, just 
like this reporter with the caldereta by a 
strange name, was rewarded with bliss. 


Lisogor breaks | 
| own swim mark - 


BERLIN—OLRG LISOGOR BROKE HIS 
‘own SO-meter breaststroke world record 
Saturday at a short course World Cup meet. 

The Ukrainian, who turned 27 two 
days ago, swam 26.17 seconds at the 
Arena meet and lowered his old mark by 
.03. He set the previous mark on Jan. 26, 

1002, in the same pool. 

“je was time for a new world record af- 
ter four years,” Lisogor said. "I especially 
tapered for this event in Berlin and 
shaved my body—I simply wanted to 
swim a best time.” 

The two-day meet has drawn 109 
medal winners from the Olympics, 
world or European championships, but a 
dozen swimmers missed Saturday's 
competition because weather conditions 
delayed their flights from Copenhagen. 

“The swimmers included record hold- 
ers Jason Lezak, Therese Alshammer 
and Anna-Karin Kammerling. AP 


SALT LAKE CITY—LEBRON 
James scored 51 points, becoming 
the youngest player in NBA histo- 
ty with 5,000 in his career, and 
the Cleveland Cavaliers snapped a 
six-game losing streak with a 108- 
90 victory over the Utah Jazz on 
Saturday night. 


James wasn't even sure he'd play Saturday 
because of a sore right knee he had X-rayed 
earlier in the day, but decided shortly before 
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James ends Cavs’ road. 
miseries with record 


the game to see how it held up. It looked fine 
as James and the Cavaliers avoided going 
winless on a six-game road trp. 

James, who turned 21 on Dec. 30, needed 
45 points to pass Kobe Bryant as the youngest 
player to reach 5,000. Bryant was 22 when he 
scored his 5,000th point. 

James left to a standing ovation with 1:35 
remaining in the game and the Cavs won for 
the first time in two weeks since a 96-88 victo- 
ry over the Bucks on Jan. 7. 

In Indianapolis, Andres Nocioni scored 20 
points and Tyson Chandler added 15 points 
and 14 rebounds for Chicago, which ripped 
the Indiana Pacers, 101-89. 
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ca <SAALLBON FESTE: sily 


3-12 FEBrUary 2006 X% 
CLAMHFIELO, PaMPanGa 


Tickets Available at SM Ticketnet, www.ticketnet.com.ph 


For more information call 833 3264 


or email joyroa@yaai.com, ctalde@pidtdsi. net 


Cr visit www.philballoonfest.com 
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5:30 AM - 7:00 AM 
7:00 AM - 7:30 AM 


Hot Air Balloon Flight 
Sky Diving Exhibition 


7:30 AM - 7:40 AM 
7:40 AM - 8:40 AM 
8:40 AM - 9:00 AM 
9:00AM- 9:20 AM 
9:20 AM -10:00 AM 
10:00 AM -10:30 AM 
10:30 AM- 11:00 AM 
11:00 AM- 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM - 1:30 PM 
1:30PM- 2:00 PM 
2:00PM- 2:25 PM 
2:25 PM - 3:00 PM 
3:00 PM- 3:20 PM 
3:45 PM ~ 4:30 PM 
4:30 PM - 5:20 PM 
5:20 PM - 6:00 PM 


5:30 AM ~ 7:00 AM 
7:00 AM- 7:30 AM 
7:40 AM - 8:30 AM 
8:30 AM - 9:15 AM 
9:15 AM - 9:40 AM 
9:40 AM- 10:10AM 
10:10 AM -11:00 AM 
11:00 AM -11:30 AM 
11:30 AM- 12:00 PM 
12:00 PM ~ 1:00 PM 
1:00 PM ~ 1:15 PM 
1:15 PM =: 2:15 PM 
2:15 PM - 3:00 PM 
3:00 PM ~ 5:00 PM 
3:15 PM ~ 3:45 PM 
3:45 PM - 4:00 PM 
4:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM 
4:30 PM - 5:15 PM 
5:15 PM - 5:30 PM 
5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 
7:45 PM ~ 8:30 PM 
7:45 PM ` 11:00 PM 


5:30 AM - 7:00 AM 
7:00 AM - 7:30 AM 
7:30 AM - 8:20 AM 
8:20 AM ~ 8:40 AM 
8:40 AM ~ 9:30 AM 
9:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
10:00 AM -10:30 AM 
10:30 AM -11:00 AM 
11:00 AM -12:45 PM 
12:45 PM- 1:30 PM 
1:30PM- 2:00 PM 
2:00PM- 2:30 PM 
2:30PM- 3:15 PM 
3:15 PM - 3:45 PM 
4:00 PM - 4:45 PM 
3:45 PM = 4:30 PM 
4:30 PM ~ 5:00 PM 
5:00 PM ~ 5:30 PM 
5:30 PM -= 5:45 PM 
5:45 PM ~ 6:15 PM 
6:45 PM ~ 7:30 PM 
7:45PM - 11:00PM 


5:30 AM- 7:00 AM 
7:00 AM- 7:30 AM 
7:30-AM- 8:30 AM 
8:30 AM- 9:00 AM 
9:00 AM -9:30 AM 
9:30 AM-10:00. AM 


10:30 AM-11:00 AM 
11:00 AM- 11:10 AM 
11:10 AM -12:30 RM 
12:30 PM- 1:30 PM 
1:30 PM- 2:00 PM 
2:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
2:30 PM- 3:00 PM 
3:00 PM- 3:20PM, 


FEB 12, SUN - LAST PESTA DAY 


Landing Slot For Arriving/Leaving Airplanes 
Ultra-Light Aircraft Formation Flying 

Light Airplane Fly-8y 

Aviation Fire Fighting Demonstration g2 
RC Aircraft Exhibition 

Aerobatic Exhibition 

Landing Slot For Arriving / Leaving Airplanes 
Light Airplane Balloon Bursting Competition 

Landing Slot For Arriving/Leaving Airplanes 


Kite Flying Exhibition 
X-Air Formation Flying 
Hang Gliding Demonstration 


Landing Slot For Arriving/Leaving Airplanes 
RC Demonstration Flying ? 
Airplane vs. Motorcycle Race 


Hot Air Balloon Fly In 


Hot Air Balloon Flight 

Sky Diving Exhibition 

Ultralight Aircraft Fly-By 

Private AC Airplane Fiy-By 

Aerobatic Show 

Landing Slot For Arriving/Departing Airplanes 
Radio Control Aircraft Flying 

Sky Diving Exhibition 

Ultra-Light Airplane Bomb Dropping 
Choreographed Kite Flying Exhibition 
Landing Slot For Arriving/Leaving Airplanes 
Radio Control Alrcraft Exhibition 

Aerobatic Show 

AOPA-AFFC Regional Meeting 

Military Jeep Organization Show 

Landing Slot For Arriving/Leaving 

Airplane vs. Car Race By Total 

Hang Gliding Exhibition 

Landing Slot For Arriving/Leaving Airplanes 
Hot Air Balloon Flights 

Hot Air Balloon Night Glow 

ABS-CBN Disco On The Field 


Hot Air Balloon Flight 

Sky Diving Exhibition 

Ultra-Light Aircraft Fly-8y 

Aerobatic Exhibition 

Departure For Vigan Fly In 

Helicopter Flying Exhibition 

Aviation Fire Fighting Demonstration 

Missionary Heliostol Aircraft Demo 

M&M's Light Airplane Balloon Bursting Competition 
Choreographed Kite Flying Demonstration 
Ultra-Light Flying Display 

Landing Slot For Arriving/Leaving Airplanes 
Landing Of Airplanes From Vigan 

Sky Diving Exhibition 

Poster-Making Competition Judging 

Aerobatic Display 

Motorized Paraglider 

Hang Gliding Demo 

RC Airplane Flying Demonstration 
Hot Air Balloon Flight 

Hot Air Balloon Night Glow 
ABS-CBN Live Concert On The Field 
Hot Air Balloon Flight 

Sky- Diving Exhibition 

Ultra-Light Aircraft Fly-by 

‘Aerobatic Exhibition 

Airplane Fly By 

Missionary Helio- Stol Aircraft Demo 


10:00.aM+10:30 AM “Helicopter Resci Exhibition” 


Sky Diving Exhibition 
Landing Slot For Arriving/Departing Airplanes” 
M&M's Light Airplane Balloon Bursting Competitia? 
Choreographed Kite Flying Demonstration 
Ultra-Light Flour Bombing Competition 
Hang Gliding Demonstration 
RC Airplane Flying Demonstration 
Aerobatic Exhibjion $ 
Diili Fiy- Y 

aa Airpland v, SPORS Can nacenan 
ai a Slot For Aysiving/ Departs Rirplangad 
THOK Air Balloon FAH E. su 5 
(Grew And awarii Night Far 


Kirk Hinrich added 16 points and seven re- 
bounds as the Bulls handed the Pacers their 
worst home loss of the season. 

Stephen Jackson scored 21 points and re- 
serve Austin Croshere added 16 for the Pac 
ers, who lost for the second straight night and 
the third time in four games. 

Indiana forward Jermaine O'Neal strug 
gled in his return after missing three games 
with a sprained left ankle. 

In Orlando, Florida, Steve Francis had 18 
points and nine rebounds, and made four free 
throws in overtime as'the Magic piped the 
Sacramento Kings, 83-78. 

Francis also made the basket that forced 
overtime on a layup with 21 seconds left in 
the fourth quarter. 

In East Rutherford, New Jersey, Vince 
Carter scored 25 points and Jacque Vaughn 
had a season-high 13 markers off the bench to 
help the Nets demolish the Boston Celtics, 
103-83, 

Nenad Krstic added 16 points and Scott 
Padgett scored 13 for New Jersey (22-16), 
which has won 13 of its last 17 games. Boston 
(16-24) lost for the sixth time in nine 
games. 

Paul Pierce led Boston with 20 
points. A night earlier in Boston, 
the Celtics shot 51 percent and 
held off a fourth-quarter Nets 
rally ina 99-96 win. 

In New York, Chris Paul 
had 27 points, 13 assists 
and seven rebounds to lead 
the New Orleans Hornets 
past the Knicks, 109-98, 

David West scored 19 points and Desmond 
Mason added 16 for the Hornets (20-20) 
who have won five of their last six games. 

In Milwaukee, Michael Redd scored 23 of 
his 35 points in the second half to help the 
Bucks beat the Charlotte Bobcats, 101-91, to against 
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the Boston Celtics Saturday night. The Nets crushed the 


NEW Jersey Nets superstar Vince Carter goes airborne for a dunk 


improve to 6-0 against Charlotte. 


Boston Celtics, 103-83. 


| MIAMI_JUST LIKE LAST YEAR, THE 

‘Miami Heat will lead the Southeast 
Division at the season's midpoint and 
seem on the way to securing a lofty 
seed for the Eastern Conference play- 
offs. 

‘The list of similarities between this 
season and last essentially end right 
there for the Heat. 

Yes, they/re in first place by a com- 
fortable margin and entered Saturday 
with the sith-best record in the 
league. But a 23-17 mark after 40 
games isn't what the Heat envisioned 
coming into this season, certainly not 
with a team that entered the year say- 
ing its Jone goal was to win the NBA 
championship. 

1 don't know why we're losing,” 
Heat forward Udonis Haslem said. 
“Well get it right. We've just got to 
keep working.” 

Miami reaches the halfway mark of 
the regular season on Sunday, when it 
hosts Sacramento. The Heat are al- 
ready six victories behind last year’s 
pace, and needs to go 36-6 down the 
stretch if they plan to match the 59- 
win regular season of a year ago. 

‘There is no sense of panic. 

No overwhelming sense of confi- 
dence, either, 

“We're having too many fundamen- 
tal mistakes,” Shaquille O'Neal said. 


Heat struggling to meet 
their own expectations 


O'NEAL: Looksmortal neures 
“We need to leam how to overcome 
those.” 

O'Neal is averaging career lows in 
virwally every statistical category, in- 
cluding scoring (18.5), field-goal per- 
centage (546), free-throw percentage 
(442), rebounds (9.3), assists (1.3), 
blocked shots (1.45) and minutes per 
game (28.5), and is matching a career 
high by averaging 4.0 fouls per game. 

“There are only seven other players 
in the NBA averaging both as many 
points and rebounds as O'Neal—but 
moreis always expected from the man 
who made $27.7 million last season, 
will make $100 million over the next 
five years and finished second in the 
MVP balloting a year ago. 

But while O'Neal looks mortal, 
Dwyane Wade insists that the Heat 
still have plenty of time to get rolling. 

“In this league, you know, you lose 
games, you come in and you get bet- 


g 


ter” said Wade, the third-year guard 
who's averaging 26.9 points, 6.9 as- 
sists and 6.2 rebounds this season. 
“We've got 42 games le 

Theres four teams that clearly 
make up the NBAs upper echelon to 
this point: Detroit, San Antonio, 
Phoenix and Dallas. 

‘The Heat is 0-5 against that four- 
some this season, including Friday's 
101-94 home loss to the Spurs. And 
against the teams that had records 
better than .500 entering Saturday's 
games, Miami is a measly 6-14. 

How does Heat coach Pat Riley feel 
about that stat? 

“Ldon't care," he said. 

“We can get beat by the worst team 
in the league and we can beat the best 
team,” Riley eventually continued, 
“But there's going to be a time when 
we're going to have to beat them all.” 

‘The Heat is 10 1/2 games behind 
Detroit in the race for the top seed in 
the Eastem Conference playoffs; to 
put that gap in perspective, entering 
Saturday, the top eight teams in the 
West were separated by 10 1/2 
games. 

Stil, if the season had ended after 
Friday's games, Miami would be the 
No, 2 seed in the East—yet with a 
record only four games better than 
eighth-seeded Washington. AP 


Mifioza finishes joint fourth; 
Pagunsan stumbles with 76 


FILIPINO FRANKIE MIÑOZA 
closed out with a flawless seven- 
under-par 65 yesterday to finish in 
a tie for fourth place with 
Malaysian lain Steel in the 
$200,000 Pakistan Open won in 
runaway fashion by Briton Chris 
Rodgers at the Karachi Golf Club. 

‘The revered former winner of the 
Asian Tour's Order of Merit strung up 
five straight birdies from the 13th to 
climb from 26th spot and become the 
best Filipino finisher after Juvic Pa- 
gunsan stumbled with a 76 to finish 
joint 36th in his first professional 
event. 

Mifioza, who finished in 27th spot 
in last year's OOM with earings of 
close to $123,000, played the final 
two rounds at 10-under after opening 
with a 72 and a 73. 

Felix “Cassius” Casas shot his third 
straight sub-par round, a 69, and 


wound up-in a 21st place tie with 
Britain's Richard Moir at 284. Moir 
shota 71. 

Pagunsan, the former amateur hot- 
shot, had just one birdie against five 
bogeys, two of them coming on par-5 
holes as he failed to sustain a fiery 
form in the first three rounds which 
cost him a lot of money in the end. 

‘Angelo Que, the 2004 Carlsberg 
Masters Vienam winner, also had a 
tough time, skying to a final round 79 
thar pulled him down to a 48th place 
finish, Que, who teed off tied with Mi- 
noza in 26th spot, closed out with bo- 
geys on the 16th and 17th holes and 
his second double bogey for the 
round on the 18th. 

‘Antonio Lascufia and Gerald Ros- 
ales tied for 43rd along with Aussie 
Glenn Joyner and Shahid Javid Khan 
at three-over 291 after rounds of 71 
and 70, respectively. 


‘The 29-year-old Rodgers failed to 
crack 70 for the first time in four days, 
settling for a level 72 for a 15-under 
273 total and a four-stroke victory 
over India’s Jeev Milkha Singh and 
Amandeep Johl. Singh and Joh! card- 
ed identical 69s, 

Hometown bet Muhammed Munir, 
tied for second with Marl Mouland at 
the start of the day, dropped into a tle 
for fourth with Miñoza and Steel after 
a closing 75 that featured three 
straight bogeys from the 11th. 

European Tour veteran Mouland of 
Wales was even worse, shooting a 78 
to finish a notch out of the Top 10 at 
282. 

Ashok Kumar of India shot a 72 
and Germany's Jochen Lupprian 
carded a 70 for seventh place at 280. 

A total of seven Filipinos made the 
halfway cut here with only Jherome Delar- 
ianeand Cookie LaO failing to advance, 
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THE BIGGEST NAMES IN THE LOCAL 
triathlon scene, including the Filipino medalists 
in last year’s Southeast Asian Games, are taking 
partin the Lakeshore National Triathlon champi- 
onship on Feb. 5. 

‘A total of P134,000 in prize money is up for 
grabs as titles in two centerpiece events—the 
750-m swim, 20-K road cycling, Sk run and the 
Olympie distance of 1.5 k swim, 40 k bike, 10 k 
run—will be disputed. 

Close to 300 triathletes led by SEAG silver 
medalist and defending champion Sandra Araul- 
lo and bronze medalist Arland Macasieb have al- 
ready signed up for the event supported by the 


provincial government of Pampanga. 

Other notables in the field are veterans Ani De 
Leon, Noel Salvador, Gerrie Calinawan and the 
up-and-coming Mikki Quilala, Mimi Lucas, LC 
Langit, Joash Serrano, and Kim Mangrobang. 

‘The organizing Triathlon Association of the 
Philippines (Trap) will be using the champi- 
onship to start its preparations for the Asian 
‘Games in Doha, Qatar, in December. 

Entry forms are available at the Trap office at 
Unit 1603 Cityland Tower, H.V Dela Costa Street, 
Makati; the POC office at the Rizal Memorial Com- 
plex; and Speedo stores in Alabang Town Center, 
SM Megamall, The Podium, and Glorietta 4. 
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MABUHAY MILES MASTERS 

Top business executives Lucio “Bong” Tan [rand Stewart Go nail the 
‘major prizes in the recent Mabuhay Miles Elite Invitational golf 
tournament at the Riviera Golf and Country Club. Tan (left picture) 
won the low gross ttle while Go (center in right panel) receives his 
trophy as overall net champion from Philippine Airlines president Jaime 
J. Bautista, as executive vice president Henry So Uy looks on. The two 
executives beat a field of over 300 players, all Elite and Premier Elite 
‘members of the airline's Mabuhay Miles frequent flyer program. Tan 
scored a three-over-par 74 while Go finished with a net 68. 


Eala, coaches of 4 semifinalists in Forum 
PHILIPPINE BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION (PBA) COMMISSIONER NOL! EALA 
and the tour coaches of the teams that made the semifinals ofthe San Mig Coffee 
Fiesta Conference are the special guests in tomorrow’ session ofthe PSA Forum 
atthe main function room of the Pantalan Restaurant in Marila. Eala willbe 
joined by Red Bulls Yeng Guiao, Barangay Ginebra's Siot Tanquingcen, Ryan 
Gregorio of Purefoods and Air21's Bo Perasol in the public sports program aired 
‘over Sports Radio 318 and sponsored by Red Bul, Supermax, Circure, Pagcor 
nd Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. PBA chair Ely Capacio has aiso been invited to the 
forum that begins at 10:30 am. 


PCAP derby 
today at 


Makati venue 
SIXTY-AIVE FIGHTS ARE 
ON TAP IN THE PINOY 
COCKERS ASSOCIA- 
TION OF the Philippines 
(PCAP) 5-cock derby 
Wtich gets going today 
atthe Makati Coliseum 
with B-Meg Derby Ace 
Premium Formula as 
sponsor. Girding up for 
Dates are Eiren Cans, 
Philp Chiongbian, Ed- 
mund Yasay, Matt Bitan- 
2, Col. Necy Katigbak. 
det and Joel Ferrando, 
Bobby Doromal, John 
Capinpin. the Madam- 
bayan Brothers, Ellan 
Nagano, Jun Soriano, 
Tata Booc, Vice Gov. 
Boyet Joson, Jake 
Macasaet, Emil Chua, 
Rey Briones, Pepito 
Ngo, Gov. ho Ynares, 
Pam Lopez, Louie Cua. 
Butchoy Olano, Wiliam 
Co, Ranier Kau and Ric 
de Guzman. Up nedat 
the venve is a 3-cock 
event on dan, 23, witha 
cash pot of P200,000, 
Entry fee is P5,500. For 
inquiries, call 696-3545 
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Lakeshore nat’ triathlon lures big names 
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ProGear Golf 
Valentine Sale 
February 01 - 28 

USED CLUES 
BUY = TRADE = CONSIGN 


#33 Upper Level, Galderest Bullaing 
Ayala Cantor, Makati City 1221 
“Tol Nos 003-7648713- 3186 Fax No. 812-0051 
Emai: progesr_golimart@yahoo.com 
eine. 0917-84 77640 


as 
BEFORE 


100% Natural 
100% Permanent 
100% No Maintenance 
If it took 10 - 15 years for you to lose 


your hair, doesn't mean it has to 
take a long time to get it back! 


A. Pineda Medical Clinic 
Suila 612 Medes! Towers Makat, Rufino Steet 
Legaspi Vilage, Makali City 
MANILA 8130691 * DAVAO 2212682 
www.pinedahair. com, 
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HAN WE Ss. 
Studies show ites on overage ol pust 3:2 dinkes to cause o hangover. 
Chaser prevents hangovers befor they happen. By lalong 2 caplets of 
Choses wih youe isi drink, yov con enoy your fovodie bee, wie or spits ond 
‘woke up feeling gret ond sody fr wot he nest doy. Chaser is not o drug, 


Tas no sde elects ond does nol prevent nioxcotion. Drink responsibly 
‘ore modomiely. Dont dink ond deve, Dont Dink without Chose, 


FREEDOM FROM HANGOVERS” 


wee doh 


Treat sports well 


(PACQUIAO DID US PROUD. 
Even though I have walked away 
from boxing because deaths and 
injuries are in its roots, I stil have 
good words for gutsy Manny Pac- 
quiao who pounded out a dr 
matic 10th round stoppage of 
Mexican fighter Erik Morales in 
their 12-round bout in Las Vegas 
yesterday. Indeed, within 10 
years after turning pro, he has not 
‘only emerged as the most skillful 
Filipino boxer in recent ring his- 
tory but he has also become one 
‘of the countrys most popular and 
colorful citizens. Mabuhay ka 
‘Manny! Mabuhay ang Pilipinas!) 
1 AGREE with an in-depth study 
made some years back by the 
Philippine Olympic Committee 
then chaired by the late Gov. Jose 
Sering that "sports development 
is the primary responsibility of 
govemment. The State, there- 
fore, stands as the most signifi- 
cant entity that would give sports 
the needed boost.” There is no 
question about that. 

‘As embodied in Article XIV 
Section 19 of the Philippine Con- 
sticution, "The State shall pro- 
‘mote physical education and en- 
courage sports programs, league 
competitions, and amateur 
spors, including training for in- 
temational competitions, to fos- 
ter self-discipline, teamwork, and 
excellence for the development of 
a healthy and alert citizenry” 

‘That is why I found it totally 
incomprehensible to learn that 
while the other departments in 
the government like defense, 
finance, foreign affairs and ed- 
uucation would be receiving 
huge outlays from Congress in 
the proposed 2006 national 
budget of P1.03 trillion, the 
Philippine Sports Commission 
would only be getting a mea- 
ger appropriation of P28 mil- 
lion. This is appalling consider- 
ing that only last month our 
gritty athletes secured the 
overall crown of the 23rd 
Southeast Asian Games. Where 
is fairness and justice here? 

mere is just reward for a job 
well done? Congress should 
give something in return to our 
athletes who emerged SEA 
Games champions despite not 
having enough money to spend 
for their training, 

As 1 have said before, that 
stingy allocation would not 
even be enough to defray the 
expenses for some events 
which the PSC has lined up in 
preparation for the 15th Asian 
Games in Doha. Qatar, Dee. 1- 
15 and the 2008 Olympics in 
Beijing, China. For instance, 
the PSC is set to revive the 
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Philippine National Games 
(PNG) in November to serve as 
a final tune-up for the national 
athletes who will see action in 
the Doha Asiad. 

On the meager budget of 

P28 million approved by the 
Senate last week, PSC chair 
William "Butch" Ramirez said 
he would "make do with what 
they approved,” adding he 
failed to convince the Senate to 
at least retain the previous al- 
location of P70 million. 
MORE ON THEASIAD. Froma 
respectable 14 gold-medal har- 
vest in the Asian Games in 
Manila in 1954, the countrys 
medal performance dipped in 
succeeding Asiads. In 1958 in 
Tokyo, the Philippines won 
nine golds while in 1962 in 
Jakarta, the Filipinos won only 
seven. It was also in Jakarta 
where the Filipinos, the peren- 
nial Asian Games basketball 
champions, held the cage title 
for the last time. But the Asiad 
produced new sporting leg- 
ends, including the irrepress 
ible Mona Sulaiman in track 
and field where she rewrote 
the Asian Games records in 
both the 100-meter and 200- 
meter dashes to become Asia's 
fastest woman. In the 1966 
Asiad in Bangkok, the Philip- 
pines won only two golds 
through Josephine de la Viña, 
who ruled the discus throw 
and boxer Rodolfo Arpon. In 
the 1970 Asiad, also held in 
Bangkok, only boxer Ricardo 
Fortaleza bagged the gold. 

‘The Filipinos were shut out 
from the gold-medal race in 
the 1974 Tehran Games, the 
first time since 1951 when the 
Philippines took part in the i 
augural Asiad in New Delhi 
where the Filipinos won five 
golds. Athleties has not won a 
gold medal in the Asiad since 
1966, but Lydia de Vega, the 
legendary sprinter from Mey- 
cauayan, Bulacan, broke the 
spell by topping the 100-meter 
dash in 1982 in New Delhi. She 
repeated the amazing feat in 
1986 in Seoul. Boxer Robert 


1990 in Beijing while three 
other pugs, Mansueto "Onyok" 
Velasco, Elias Recaido and Rey- 
naldo Galido, captured three 
golds in 1994 in Hiroshima. 


Jalnaiz won the lone gold in | 
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Rossi: “Nothing tot 


How 
to be 
a maid 


By Nini Valera 


FOR ALESSANDRA 
De Rossi, being a 
maid is easy. 

“There's nothing 
to it” said the 22- 
year-old actress, 
“What's there to 
learn about being a 
maid? You sweep, 
iron clothes, cook 
food. That’s it” 

Which is why, in- 
stead of researching 
for her role in direc- 
tor Kelvin Tong's 
“The Maid” by talk- 
ing to the Filipino 
maids in Singapore, 
where the film was 
shot, De Rossi went 
malling. 

“One thing I know, 
maids in Singapore 
‘work hard and sacri- 
fice a lot,” said De 
Rossi. 

She did not know, 
however, that most 
of those Filipino 
maids have college 
degrees and left 
their own children 
to care for other 
people's kids. 

“The Maid” is De 
Rossi's first outing in 
a __foreign-made 
miovie, which was 
partly financed by 
filmmaker Tikoy 
Aguiluz along with 
MediaCorp Raintree 
Pictures. It cost $1.5 
million to produce. 


Ghost fiesta 

De Rossi's charac- 
ter, Rosa Dimaano, 
arrives in the Teo 
household in Singa- 
pore on the first day 
of the seventh month 
of the Chinese calen- 
dar, known as the 
Hungry Ghost Festi- 
val. 

For 30 days, ghosts 
supposedly roam the 
earth and play tricks 
on mortals. So they 
won't be outwitted 
by the visiting dead, 
the living have to fol- 
low certain rules of 
behavior. For in- 
stance, they should 
not eat certain foods, 
go swimming, sweep 
burning ashes or talk 
to strangers in dark 
alleys. 

Rosa breaks some 
of the rules unknow- 
ingly and and her life 
tums into a night- 
mare. 

‘The movie ran in 
Singapore last Au- 
gust for three 
weeks and was a 
hit, De Rossi said. “I 
hope it will also be 
a hit here,” she 
added. 

Tt opens Jan. 25 in 
local theaters. 

Manny Valera, De 
Rossi's manager, said 
the actress earned 
more than double her 
local rate for doing 
the role. 

Not bad for a 
maid. 
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RP hosts ‘historic 
jazz & arts festival 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


ILIPINOS ARE AMONG 
the world’s best jazz ex- 
ponents, says renowned 

jazz artist Kevyn Lettau, and 

i's about time more Filipinos Leau said jazz as a music 

knew aboutit. formhas not been as appreciated 

Lettau told the Inguen thatit 2s it should be, either, not only in 
was with this in mind that she the Philippines, but elsewhere in 
had jumped at the chanceto par- the world, because of lack of ex- 
ticipate in the first Philippine In- posure to the music, plus a gen- 
temational Jazz and Arts Festival eration gap between those who 
spearheaded by the Philippine 


Jazz Society (PIS). 

“Jazz artists here are not ap- 
preciated enough,” Lettau said, ` 
“(Pa like] to help raise awareness 
among Filipinos that there are 
really good artists here.” 
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Dip FOR “Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo Oliveros” to get to the Sundance Film 

Y Festival in Utah, the plane fares of scriptwriter Michiko Yamamoto and 
OU producer Raymond Lee were paid by the National Commission for Culture 

KNOW... and the Arts. Festival organizers bought director Auraeus Solito's ticket. 


MtRSS p R-1 32 


NOW SHOWING 


OPENS FEB.1 


T 


ROUNDUP 


was part of the celebration of the 
18th Urban Poor Solidarity Week 
with the theme “Maralitang 
Tagalungson: Pasulong sa Matatag 
na Republika.” 


Forgetting Jen 
PARK CITY, Utah—Filmmaker Nicole 
Holofcener warned the Sundance 
Film Festival crowd she was nervous. 
‘And she proved it in remarks that 
preceded the premiere of her film 
“Friends With Money,” forgetting to 
introduce her quartet of stars—Jen- 
nifer Aniston, Frances McDormand, 


rector and edi- 
tor, the male 
co-stars, in- 
cluding Jason 
Isaacs, Scott 
Caan, Simon 
McBurney and 
Y3 Greg Ger- 
F mann. 
q Then she 
i started to 

f we leave, only 


Awit Pinoy 
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ANISTON 


rushing back to the podium after 
Gilmore reminded her she had fê- 
glected to mention the lead actresses. 


Competition 

PERCIVAL Chavez, left, chair of the 
Presidential Commission for the Ur- 
ban Poor, awards a certificate and 
check to Mila Minerva G. Mabanay, 
chorale mentor of the General Pio 
del Pilar High School, for winning 
the Awit Pinoy Competition held at 


Catherine Keener and Joan Cusack. 
“Friends With Money” opened the 
festival to a packed theater Thursday 
night, with Sundance Institute 
founder Robert Redford and festival 
director Geoffrey Gilmore offering re- 
marks before Holofcener came up. 
Holofcener thanked many others 


AP 


Outstanding Asians _ 

LOS ANGELES—“Kung Fu Hustle” 
was named Outstanding Film and 
Daniel Dae Kim and Yunjin Kim, who 
star on the hit TV show “Lost,” were 
honored for Outstanding Male and 
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the Bureau of Soils and Manage- 
ment auditorium. The competition 


on the film, executives at distributor 
Sony Pictures Classics, her casting di- 
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HER SON IS BACK 
FROM THE GRAVE 


OPENS JANUARY 25 


Female Television Performance at the 
2006 Asian Excellence Awards. 


Other winners 
Thursday included 
Stephen Chow for 
Outstanding Film 
Performance `ih 
“Kung Fu Hustle” and 
Lynn Chen, who won 
Outstanding New- 
comer for her perfor 
mance in the film 
“Saving Face.” 
“Kung Fu Hustle” 
beat “Memoirs of a 
Geisha,” “Saving 
Face” and"2046.” 
The awards celé- 
brate achievement in 
the arts and enter- 
tainment and indi- 
vidual contributions 
in advancing the pro- 
file of the Asian 
American communi- 


FRANCIOSA 


Anthony 73 
Franciosa, = 
77 = 
LOS ANGELES—An- 
thony Franciosi 

whose strong poi 

trayals of moody, 
troubled characteys 
made him a Holy- 
wood star in the 
1950s and 1960s but 
whose combative be- 
havior on movie sets 
hampered his career, 
has died, his publicist 
said Friday. He was 
77. 

Franciosa died 
Thursday at UCLA 
Medical Center after 
suffering a massive 
stroke, publicist Dick 
Guttman said. AP 


‘Geisha’ ban 

SHANGHAI—Holly- 

wood's “Memoirs of a 
Geisha” has China 
censors stumped. Of- 
ficials and state press 
say the film may be 
banned due to con- 
cerns it could rouse 
antiJapanese senti- 
ments. 

Several state 
newspapers reported 
that the movie was 
scheduled for gener- 
al release on Feb. 19 
but had now been 
scrapped. 

The main issue- i$ 
that two leading ác 
tresses who play 
geishas are Chinese, 
which could evoke 
memories of 
Japanese wartime 
aggression towards 
mainland women. 

Reports said that 
China's strict state 
censors initially ap: 
proved the film but 
then changed their 
minds fearing they 
would attract a b 
rage of public crit 
cism. 

But regardless of 
whether the film is 
officially approved, 
Chinese audiences 
will undoubtedly be 
able to watch it, as pi- 
rated DVD copies are 
already widely avail- 
able. AFP 
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Minimal budget,* £ 
ize 


‘By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
N SPITE OF A MINUSCULE BUDGET, INDIE 
[aa Mario Comejo and Monster 
Jimenez “supersized” their debut, “Big 
Time,” with wry humor and a barrage of pop 
‘culture references (take note of the Choc Nut 
poster). 

‘The ultra-hip, frenetic filmmaking style 
paid off—big time. After winning Best Screen- 
play and Best Sound in the Cinemalaya film 
festival, it merited an A from the Cinema Eval- 
ination Board. 

Jimenez’s Arkeofilms is distributing “Big 
Time,” opening on Jan. 25 at select SM Cine- 
nas. 

Ina joint e-mail to INqumen Entertainment, 
‘Goimejo and Jimenez made it clear that they 
do everything together. “We wrote the movie, 
did all the pre-prod, shooting and post-pro- 
duction side-by-side and consulted one an- 
ther on all creative issues. We functioned 
much like the Coen brothers ... the delin- 
‘eation between producer and director is al- 
most arbitrary” 

Tt was in this spirit, they explained, that 
they “answered the questions together.” 


‘What challenges have you encountered in 
self-distribution? 

MJ: Tons. It’s one thing to make a movie 
and another thing to sell it. There's the techni- 
cal aspect—making sure that the movie pro- 
ects well and plays without hitches. We went 
‘back to post again and improved on it. We re- 
graded and enhanced the sound design. That 
‘was the fun part. The sucky partis marketing. 
Thankfully, SM is giving us media and publici- 
‘yy support. We also have some volunteers 
‘helping us to spread the word. 

T MC: Self-distributing means doing things 
-onyour own, without a big entity—like Regal, 
“Viva or Star Cinema—to help us. But what's 
‘great is that we're not completely alone. Peo- 
‘ple have been offering us a lot of support. 
"Without SM’s new digital cinemas, for exam- 
Ble, we can't show our movie to a lot of peo- 
ple. There are also countless friends and even 
strangers who've helped us. 


How did it feel to win awards at Cine- 
malaya and earning an A from the CEB? 
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“THERE is nothing more 

fun than making your 
movie,” say the filmmakers 
behind “Big Time,” which 
topbills newcomer Nor 
Domingo (in photo). 


MC: So many people put an amazing 
amount of time and energy into making the 
movie. So when our little tree fell in the for- 
est, it was nice to know that people heard. 

MJ: I don't know what to say. Mario's pro- 
fundity moves and disturbs me at the same 
time. 


Knowing what you know now, what piece 
of advice would you give to young film- 
makers? 

‘MC: I was trying to come up with some- 
thing funny. Then I realized if I were a kid 
reading this, Pd want some serious advice. So 
Tå tell them what my DOP (director of pho- 
tography) Ike Avellana told me before shoot- 
ing: Choose your battles. He was right. Things 
will go wrong all the time. You won't always 
get what you want. So figure out what you 


p poe dno h cord 
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< 
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ee, 


need and fight tooth and nail 
forit. 

MJ: There is absolutely noth- 

ing more fun to do. So you go do 
À your movie! 
4 
Is digital technology boon or 
bane for filmmakers? 

MC: I don't see any draw- 
backs. At present, the visual quality of digital 
movies is still not as good as 35mm film. But 
that's just a limitation, not a drawback. Pm 
extremely excited how digital filmmaking 
levels the playing field. Seriously, anyone 
with access to a handycam and a computer 
can now make a movie. Irsa rule ofart that at 
least 90 percent of the available work is 
garbage. So this newfound access is sure to 
create more bad films than good. But it’s 
worth it for the last 10 percent. 

MJ: Yah. Can I just say that T said that? 
MC: 


1;8ajmundo,ba.niyal 
tinakdajng langitfsajkanya?, 


Astanovelas 


The Heart of Asia 


Ss RH This is not 


LOS ANGELES—THERE ARE TWO 
dassie caveats about Hollywood: 
1) Never put your own money into 
a movie and avoid working with 
animals or children; and 2) Do not 
draw comparisons between your 
run-of the-mill movie and a great 
one. 

‘That's the problem 
with Rob Reiners “Rumor 


Ta ME 
a ‘Rumor’ 


There are few laughs and litte 
drama. The inclusion of the famous 
seduction scene between Bancroft 
and Dustin Hoffman and some 
verses of Simon and Garfunkel’s 
“Mrs. Robinson” only emphasize 
what a dreary, artificial affair this 


is, 
Everything about the 


movie is just fine—which 


Has I” starring Jennifer REVIEW translates to bland on a 


Aniston as a woman who 
leams her family may have» 
been the inspiration for the 

book and movie “The Graduate” 

Tt sounds like a potentially cute 
idea, and perhaps with some wit, 
energy and bite to it, the story could 
have been a blackiy comic successor 
to Mike Nichols’ 1967 masterpiece. 

But “Rumor” does not even rise 
to the level of trivially pleasant. It 
just lumbers along offering occa- 
sionally caustic spatks provided by 
Shirley MacLaine as the supposed 
model of Anne Bancroft’ Mrs. 
Robinson. 


comedy scale. 
‘The director who once 
had unerring comic timing 
in “When Harry Met Sally” “The 
Sure Thing” and “This 15 Spinal 
Tap” hasn't been able to buy a laugh 
with a string of duds that indude 
“Alex & Emma,” “The Story of Us” 
and, now, “Rumor Has It.” 

‘When your highlights are a few 
snippets of dialogue and a musical 
cip from the 38-year-old fim 
whose coattails you're soiling, odds 
are your movie's heading into the 
drink, No rumors. That's a fact: 

David Germain, AP 
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IN ALL COMPETITIONS ON TELEVISION, 
the victoris called the winner; on the new TV chal- 
lenge, “The Biggest Loser” however, the top loser 
isthe winner! 

How does that ————————— 
work? “The Biggest 
Inver" fields wo VIEWFINDER 
teams of really fat 
people, and subjects 
them to drastic diet 
and exercise sessions 
designed by experts to 
reduce their body 
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“heavyweight” con- Nestor U. Torre 
testants are weighed, ————_— 
and the team whose members lose the most 
number of pounds is declared winner. 

‘The losing team then votes out the team- 
mate whom its members feel has proven to be 
a liability to the group, and the week-long 
‘weigh-reduetion regimen is resumed without 
that member. 

‘The same process of elimination is opera- 
tive week after week, until only one “losing 
winner” remains—hopefully, rid of most of 
the fat and bad health habits that had made 
him or her qualify for the challenge in the first 
place. 

When we caught the show last Monday 
morning on the Second Avenue channel, the 
challenge was on its second week. The week 
before, the portly contestants had lost impres- 
sive amounts of weight, so hopes were high 
that similarly substantial poundage would be 
lopped off this time. 

‘Alas, the contenders were in for a shatter- 
ing disappointment. Despite their best efforts 
and rigorous discipline, they each lost only a 
pound or at most three, some lost none at 
all—and one unfortunate fattie even gained 
three pounds! 

People who try to lose weight know that 
this isn’t unusual. A lot of weight is lost at the 
start of the regimen, but the reduction pro- 
cess soon slows down, frustrating overweight 
folks who do their darndest to stick to their 
exercise and diet routines. 

‘And, ler’ face it, an impressive start makes 
some people cocky, so they aren't-as disci- 
plined as they used to be, and cheat “a litle” 
here and there. 

‘Well, the electronic scales tell no lies, and 
in fact unmask the slackers and fibers out 
there, so they end up fooling only themselves. 

While “The Biggest Loser” is often played 
for laughs, it's an important challenge show, 
because the stakes for the contestants are so 
high. The hugely overweight ones among 
them could end up with numerous illnesses 
and shortened lifespans if they don't slough 
off all those pounds and observe a healthy di- 
et. 


So, there's much more to victory on “The 
Biggest Loser” than winning its top prize and 
all the perks that come with it. 

‘That's why we hope that other overweight 
people watch the show, to get inspired to ad- 
dress their own weight and health problems. 

Viewers who end up losing weight with the 
help of the show should end up as winners, 
tool 


Music inspired by ‘Narnia’ 

Walt Disney Pictures and Walden Media 
present the music inspired by “The Chronicles 
of Narnia.” Five-time Grammy winners leads 
off with the project's debut single and video, 
“Remembering You.” 

Rounding up the lineup are Jars of Clay, 
Delirious, Kutless, Bethany Dillon, Chris Tom- 
lin and the David Crowder Band 


“Samsung Sports World’ 

Every Wednesday at 8:30 p.m., AXN tele- 
casts “Samsung Sports World,” an entertain- 
ing wrap-up of the major sporting highlights 
ofthe week. 

Tailored specially for Asian viewers, the 
program covers big international and region- 
al sportsfests, including football coverage 
from around the world, and updates on the 
2006 World Cup. 
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January 23. 2006 


ONSTAGE «The perfect spot for concerts, 
stage plays & coporate events 
is now accepting bookings for May & July 2006 
For bookings. pis. call 762-7862 
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Registration for Art Workshops now on-going at 
‘Ayala Museum 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29. 
‘Online registration at www.ayalamuseum.org 
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T _RP hosts ‘historic’ ... 


From page A2-1 


grew up listening to the likes of Sarah Vaught 
and Billie Holiday and those weaned on rap mu 
sic. 

‘Another reason, she said, is the proliferation 
of pop music that she described as “overwhelm- 


-~ K = ey ingly loud.” She explained: “Nowadays, popular 
All fhe -Rieviceyou wantfo see en the hig stretni EE ME a oper ths eae der ca 


HOW SHOWING a she Siar Group of talls You to be involved. This means the younger gen- 


‘eration is not used to really listening.” 

Lettau is confident that jazz and similar forms 
sttmall  MEtRorout: of music wll soon enjoy a resurgence. She said 
aE the festival is one such opportunity for more peo- 
ple, especially Filipinos, to be exposed to the 
unique musical art form that is jazz and then 


pri wee sss 
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the PJS, headed by singer Sandra Lim-Viray, and 


Yn tor RV eos tas TB ances BPs, from Australia, 
fot movi Sedna ogo fa wwe ctchibelh. com a ee eo Department of Tourism to put the festival to- 
gether 


Kicking off the four-day event was the World 
From the World of JUMANJI Jazz Fiesta street party at The Podium held Fri- 


-THE ADVENTURE BEGINS JAN. 25 | dy meh, featuring local Moi [ne D 
“ ALI AGES ARE ADMITTED| Munkeys, Pinikpikan, Guarana, Hairy Dawgs, 
Nyko Maca and Electrosamba and Sirocco of 
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. —¥ Australia, 

Ñ METRO MANILA THEATERS ASSOCIATION” ; Tt is Sirocco’ first time in the Philippines, The 
group has been singing for some 25 years now. 

A Its mission: to expose the world to Australian 

. aboriginal music and learn from other cultures. 

>i “Sirocco means desert wind, It knows no 


boundaries—like music," explains musician Paul 
Jarman. 

David Hudson, who plays the didgeridoo, a 
traditional aboriginal instrument, added that the 
group was excited to participate in the festival. 

“We call ourselves edutainers,” he explained: 
“We educate and entertain, We believe [we 

~ should all) leam from each other because we are 

4 j part of just one race, the human race.” 
(iil me ea bee Soh 2 i Siroceo also took part in the official opening 
Werner ae n ceremonies on Saturday night at the Harbour 
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BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


EM TOLD 

He CAN SAY 
FIVE DIFFERENT 
ALPHABETS 


BABY BLUES 


BY JERRY SCOTT 
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BY STEVEN PABALINAS, 


Fi CAPHAIN FLeeBARCO ) I Have tHe Power 
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HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: There's something 
Many ofyou perfect a particular technique for your work. You have scruples and character, Honor is important to 


You In the year ahead, major changes could take place, perhaps as significant as those in 1997. 


Birthdate of: Humphrey Bogart, actor; 


ARIES (March 21 to 
(3 April 19): You have a 
Strong appreciation for 


beauty today. Bosses are 

impressed with your sug- 
seins about making something 
[ook more attractive or work easier. 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You've decid. 
ed to go forward with 


travel plans or some- 
thing to do with educa- 
tion and publishing. 
‘Take care of last-minute details re- 
Jated to travel and education. Your 
focus is very strong today. 


distinctive about you that sets you apart from others. You are memorable! 


‘Rutger Hauer, actor; Brendan Shanahan, hockey player. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You have 
some good ideas about 
how to use the resources 


of others. Perhaps you 
need to get permission? (On the oth- 
er hand, some say i's easier to ask 
for forgiveness than for permis 
sion. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): This is a won- 
derful day for any kind 
of group activit 
your dealings with oth 

ers are enthusiasticand high-energy. 

Heads up! 
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LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You're very ambi- 
tious today. Fortunately, 
you can get what you 


want quite easily be- 
cause you're in touch with your 
diplomatie skills. You're warm, 
charming and convincing! 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept, 22): Plans for 

E avei for pleasure, as 
well as exciting plans 


about school, tum you 
on today! You know you have some- 
thing wonderful to look forward to. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): This is a lovely day 
to get help from others 


to make where you live 

Took, mere auacve 
Someone might lend you somethin 
or Terai Hip, you do something 
{ies your lucky day) 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): This is an ex- 
tremely strong day for 
actors, teachers, writers, 


salespeople and market- 

ing individuals. You are 
so smooth and convincing! (No one 
can resist your charms today.) 


‘SAGITTARIUS (Now. 22 


to Dec. 21): Work hard 
now to make something 
or someplace look more 


attractive. The result 
wil make you, feel 

pleased with everything. (If you 

Shop today, shop in the morning.) 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 


tp dens 197 ale ie a 
oN) playful, fliratious day! 
The bottom line is sim- 


ly this: You want to 
ave a good rime. Enjoy 
playful activities with children. Gra 
& matinee or rent a movie. Enjoy 
Some spons, Watch a game, Have 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 


By Feb. 18): With all this 
OY activity whiriing around 
pou youare best served 


y some sweet, silent 
solitude today. You might not be able 
to arrange it, but grab whatever you 
can (especially at home). 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March, 20): This is 8 
good day 10 enjoy the 
Eompany of fends and 
poupa Join with others 

to spread the word about some- 

thing 


NALANTAD ANG 
KATOTOHAN 
NANG BINUKSAN 
NI NONOY ANG 
CABINET NG 
KUYA NYA SA 
PAG-AAKALANG 

DAANAN YUN 
PAPUNTANG 
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Gov't pump-priming plan gets boost 


30% of VAT proceeds to go to infra projects 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SAID THE GOVERN- 
ment’s better-than-expected fiscal position last year would 
allow it to undertake a major economic pump-priming pro- 


gram for 2006 without sacrificing its deficit-reduction goal. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo earlier year for pump-priming activites largely 

directed the Department of Budget and related to infrastructure development. 

Management to allot P35 billion this The plan to boost spending on infras- 


UCPB seeks 
debt-equity 
conversion 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


SEQUESTERED UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS 
Bank has asked the government to help speed up 
the bank's recovery by converting P12 billion in 
remaining debts into hybrid capital instruments 
that could qualify as tier 1 or core capital. 

Under pressure to shore up its capital in 
view of more stringent accounting and capital 
adequacy requirements and yet restricted by 
unresolved ownership claims, UCPB could re- 
vert to profitability in three or four years if 
Philippine Deposit Insurance Corp. would ap- 
prove the conversion, bank president Jose 
Querubin said. 

“We're trying to get that approved hopeful- 
ly by the first quarter,” Querubin said. 

‘The government infused at least P20 bil- 
lion in financial assistance to UCPB through 
the PDIC in 2003 after the bank suffered from 
heavy deposit withdrawals when the 
Supreme Court ruled that the coconut levy 
funds were public money. 

UCPB has since pared down its debt with 
the PDIC but would like to renegotiate the 
terms of the remaining amount. Its earlier 
proposal was to convert the cash advances in- 
to long-term deposits by PDIC to qualify as 
tier 2 or supplementary capital. 

“What we need is tier 1 capital,” Querubin 
said. 

‘The bank found an opportunity to beef up 
its tier 1 capital without fresh cash infusion as 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas recently al- 
Towed the issuance of hybrid capital instru- 
ments as tier 1 or core capital. 

‘The BSP issued guidelines which are based 
on minimum features recommended for this 
kind of capital instrument by the Basel Com- 
mittee, the leading international body pro- 
‘moting convergence of capital standards and 

ucPB/B3 


NDCATORE 


CURRENCIES 


ee 


The highly respected ADAC (Allgemein 
confirms that the Picanto 1.1LX i 
Europe, outperforming all others in its 
fuel economy of up to 26 km:* to 4 liter. 
inside and out. Be awed by its MPV-style utility: So go ahead! Make 
‘those trips, see the sights, enjoy your gimmicks, And find out why 
the Kia Picanto is the fastest-selling car in Europ 


Asof pm. Jon, 20,2006 
[ GOLD: $547.80-548.30 2 
per ounce Hong Kong jan. 19,2005 
STOCK MARKET 
PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 


C] 
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REEVE TEEEE 
(See stock marker report on Page B4) 


Technical rebound seen 


INVESTORS MAY EXPERIENCE A BREATHER 
from the stock market's correction as a techni- 
‘cal rebound and the expected positive senti- 
ment from the imminent implementation of a 
2-porcentage point increase In the value-added 
tax are expected to boost prices this week. 5 s 

Ina research note to its cllents, AB Capi- 
tal Securities sald the market has already 
“worked off some excesses” from its "steep 
rally" since Nov. 1, 2005. 

The brokerage firm sald the Philippine 
Stock Exchange Index was moving very 
close to its major support level af 2,090 
where It is expected to make a recovery. 
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ated on Kia Motors! factory rating for manual ¢ransmi 


tructure raised doubts on the govern- 
ment's commitment to continue reduc- 
ing its budget deficit until it reaches ze- 
roby 2008. 

But in a discussion paper on budget- 
related issues, the DOF said the govern- 
ment would not abandon the target of 
slashing the deficit to only P125 billion 
this year. It said the pump-priming 
could very well be absorbed by the gov- 
‘emnment’s improving fiscal condition. 
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ita BACOLOD (Braneh: METRO MORO AUTOCENTER, INC.) Tel. (034) 434-60- 


Higher-than-programmed revenue 
collections last year coupled with beit- 
tightening measures allowed the gov- 
ernment to register a budget deficit of 
less than P160 billion, or much better 
than the official deficit ceiling of P180 
billion set for 2005. 

Official budget deficit data for 2005 
will be released today. 

Malacafiang earlier said the P35 bil- 
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CONSULTANTS TO MANAGEMENT 


Like Shakespeare, 
you can choose 
the perfect words 
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We can end poverty 


OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT STATISTICS SAY 
that 24.7 percent or one out of every four Fil- 
ipino families is poor, based on the 2003 Fam- 
ily Income and Expenditures Survey (FIES). 
On a headcount basis, 30.4 percent of the 
population are poor. 

Using the same data, Ibon Facts and Fig- 
ures estimates that almost 90 percent of Fil- 
ipino families are poor. 

‘The Social Weather Stations (SWS) reports 
that as of December 2005, 57 percent or more 
than one out of every two Filipinos describe 
themselves as poor. 

‘While the numbers vary widely itis clear that 
poverty in the Philippines is unacceptably high, 
‘Whichever number one chooses to believe. 


Measurement 

Why the wide differences among the esti- 
mates? 

Even though based on the same data, the 
government estimates and those of Ibon dif- 
fer widely because of very different assump- 
tions on what level of income makes one poor. 
Government places the poverty line at 
P12,267 per person a year, or P33.6 ($0.64) a 
day. This translates to P5,111 a month for a 
family of five, which is now the reference fam- 
ily size used in government poverty statistics. 

On the other hand, Ibon estimates that a 
person must have at least P75 ($1.43) each 
day, or P492.19 a day and P14,765.70 a 
month for a family of six. Incidentally, the UN 
and World Bank have been using $1 a day as a 
global benchmark to arrive at poverty esti- 
mates that can be compared across countries. 


Multiple dimensions 

‘SWS’ Mahar Mangahas believes that there is 
no better judge of whether a person or family is 
poor than they themselves. Thus, their poverty 
incidence data are based on the number of sur- 
vey respondents who respond positively when 
asked if they feel poor (mahirap), instead of 
defining some threshold family or individual 
income that can be subject to question. 

‘This approach is lent more credence by the 
wide recognition that poverty is more than 
just lack of income, but has social, economic, 
environmental, political, cultural and spiritu- 
al dimensions as well. 

1 once found myself in a discussion with a 
group from a small affluent country where 
economic poverty is considered non-existent. 


Two 


No Free LUNCH 


Cielito E Habito 


As the discussion progressed, there emerged 
from them a deep hunger, a poverty of a dif- 
ferent dimension, particularly in the cultural, 
political and spiritual spheres. They even ex- 
pressed envy for us Filipinos, who they re- 
garded as amply endowed in these dimen- 
sions of human welfare. Given the authoritar- 
ian tendencies their government is known for 
and the confused state of their culture arising 
from a mixture of several ethnic groups, thejr 
sentiments did not surprise me then. This re- 
vealing conversation with people from a sup- 
posedly “rich” country reinforced my convic- 
tion that poverty goes well beyond not having 
enough income. 


Not inevitable 
Tend almost every speech or presentation I 
make with the following observation: Official 
statistics tell us that one of every four Filipino 
families is poor. But this also means that 3 of ev- 
ery 4 families are not poor. All it takes, then, is 
for only one out of those three non-poor fami- 
lies to help lift even just one poor family out of 
poverty in a sustainable way (e.g. support one 
of the children’s education through college, as- 
sist the family establish a stable livelihood, etc), 
and we can wipe out poverty in this country! 
Members of my audience would occasional- 
ly question the premise of only one poor family 
‘out of four, especially given the Ibon and SWS 
figures. Most of the supposedly non-poor prob- 
ably do not have enough to share, they argue. I 
reply with a story shared by a woman in a 
Bible-sharing session my wife had attended 
years ago in a squatter community, One 
evening as she and her children were prepar- 
ing to eat their simple meal of a small bow! of 
rice sprinkled with salt, they overheard their 
neighbor's children plaintively crying out in 
hunger to their mother. Upon hearing the 
neighbor tell her hungry children that there 
was no food to eat, this woman decided to 
share half of their meager meal with the neigh- 
bors. If the poor are capable of sharing what 
NOFREELUNCH/BS 
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After the program, the participants will 

be able to: 

* Save time by carefully planning their 
communication 

* Achieve clearer messages by keeping 
the main point in mind 

+ Write more efficiently by properly 
using drafts 

* Catch and keep the reader's attention 
by using appropriate writing style 

* Organize letters, e-mail, memos and 
reports so that they are concise but 
complete 

+ Ensure correctness by reviewing 
grammar rules 

+ Start and end their correspondences 
with impact 

+ Edit and polish their writing to achieve 
maximum reader impact 


PUP Este 
After the program, the participants will KE. va 
be able to: ADA 
+ Apply the tried and tested repeatable : 
steps that ensure an effective sales cycle 
+ Know when and why people buy t į 
+ Enthuse prospects by translating ‘ 4 
product features into words that will 
convince people to buy 
+ Defeat competition through advantage- 
selling 
* Identify and sell only to qualified prospects 
* Strategically gather critical information 
and plan moves in advance to increase 
the chances of closing the sale 
* Get and keep the customer's interest within 
the first 10 seconds of the sales call 
* Consistently make persuasive presentation | = 
* Handle objections like a pro 
* Detect buying signals and get the order 
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EMAIL meeen 
2". United Architects of the Philippines 
$3 Sct Raios St, South Triangle, Quezon Cy 
Aaaa” Tol 4123311 © Fax 372-179 @ oMall socrotaiat@united-architedts.org 


1f you want us to customize a program for 10 or more of your people, 
simply call us and we will gladly design a program for you! 


For inquiries & reservations, call Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ or Tessa at 892-7559, 
816-1610, 894-0445 or 892-7041 or log on to www.guthrie-jensen.com 
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By Clarissa S. Batino 
GLOBE Telecom Inc. HAS INVITED PROMI- 


nent corporations to "test drive” its new 3G or 
third-generation network. 

‘Among these are Ayala Land, General 
Milling Corp., Sun Life of Canada, PruLife UK, 
3M Philippines and the Aboitiz Group of Com- 
panies, said Globe in a statement. 

‘The joint venture between Ayala Corp. and 
‘Singapore Telecom is set to launch its 3G ser- 
vices by the end of the March. 

Fierce rival Smart Communications Inc. is 
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Top firms to test Globe 3G system 


also prepared to soon offer new-generation 
services, such as video calls, high-speed data 
downloading and video streaming. 

Initially, 3G will only be available in Metro 
Manila and limited to subscribers with 3G-ca- 
pable handsets and 3G SIMs. 

A telco executive said a video call, for in- 
stance, may cost about P16 a minute com- 
pared to regular calls that now cost as low as 
10 centavos second. 

Globe said it would lead in 3G, justas it had 
pioneered text messaging in the Philippines. 

Smart, however, said it would offer a more 
superior service after it received the highest 
3G rating from the National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission as well as the largest 3G 
frequency band. 

Smart signed last week an agreement with 
Nokia for the supply of 3G network equip- 
ment and services. 
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Faced with overwhelming evidence of file overload? 
Take control of the situation with Sharp Digital Imager 
and Sharpdesk™, the revolutionary document 
management solution that will free you from all the 
stress and confusion of manually filing your documents. 
Free up more time, more space and more money with 
this archiving system that seamlessly integrates paper 
based documents with your digital files. Call us to learn 
more about powerful Sharp Document Solutions. 


ternet 
todase-Tno0 Base: 


‘Sharpdesk™ is highly suitable for business environments with heavy document trafic like iaw 
offices, cali centers, recruitment fiems, brokers, forwarders, schools, medical & health care practitioners. 


Last week, Smart, Globe, Sun Cellular and 
Connectivity Unlimited Resources Inc. paid a 
total of P310 million in fees to the NTC for the 
use of 3G airwaves. 

‘Smart paid P115 million while the three 
players paid P65 million each. 

“Smart is committed to offer the best 3G 
services in the market. As of today, deliveries 
of equipment and services are underway,” 
said Smart president Napoleon Nazareno in a 
statement. 

Nazareno said Smart would spend about 
$60 million for 3G in its first two years of 
operation. Smart said the deal with Nokia 
would allow it to offer cost-effective 3G ser- 
vices. 

“As the expectations for 3G are high, this 
deal ensures that we will be able to keep our 
market leadership,” said Rolando Peña, 
‘Smart's division head for network services. 
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‘The Only Digital Copier You Need. 


C-Copy Manila 


Tok: 245-9110; 245-0112; 
245-0114; 245-4640 to 41 
Fax: 245-9109 


Ce Copy 


C-Copy Ortigas 
Tos eararigtors Tals: (049) 545-9042 to 44 


o-mail: into@ecopy.com.ph 


C-Copy Calamba 
Tois: 521-2574 
Fax: 525-9860 


Fax: (049) 545-9045 


website: www. sharpoopier.com-ph 


C-Copy Makati 


C-CopyQuezon City €-Copy Cebu 
Tet: 372.0176 t079 Toi: (032) 348-2985 


(032) 346-4565 
Fax 372-0174 See 


Fax: (032) 346-3976 


5837 Zobel Roxas Street, Palanan, Makati City Copier Sales Fax: 525-9860 


Call Center: 525-9911 loc. 104/105 


Service, Parts & Genuine Consumables 
Fax: 525-9870 


(AS ot Jan. 20,2006) 
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Gov't pump-priming ...  rrompasesi 


This means that the P125-bil- 
lion target deficit for 2006 al- 
ready factored in the planned ad- 
ditional spending for infrastruc- 
ture and other basic services. 

“The pump-priming will in- 
volve increasing expenditures in 
the first semester to take advan- 
tage of the dry season and realize 
the impact on growth within the 
year," the DOF said, 

Now that the budget deficit is nar- 
rowing, the government is focusing 
on improving the countrys infras- 
trucrure, whose poor state has been 
largely blamed for discouraging the 
entry of foreign investments. 
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lion to be used for economic 
pump-priming this year would be 
taken from the savings arising 
from the lower-than-programmed 
deficit last year. The “savings” re- 
ferred to by the Palace was not in 
the form of actual cash but only an 
elbow room for additional expen- 
dirures because the deficit was 
lower than programmed. 

The DOF noted that of the 
P8144 billion in additional rev- 
enues to be generated this year 
from the newly implemented VAT 
Reform Law, 30 percent has al- 
ready been officially programmed 
for pump-priming activities. 
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Tonyboy P20B poorer 


FORMER PLDT CHAIR ANTONIO 
“Tonyboy” Cojuangco Jr. has all 
the more reason to lose his voice. 
Last week's Supreme Court deci- 
sion forfeiting the “ill-gotten” Co- 
juangco family telecom sharehold- 
ings in favor of the government 
was worth, as of Friday's market 
closing, more than P20.4 billion. 

The holding company Philip- 
pine Telecommunications Invest- 
ment Corp. owns about 26 mil- 
lion PLDT shares, of which 44 
percent were being claimed by 
the Cojuangcos. Fridays PLDT 
share price closed at P1,785. You 
do the math. 

With the court victory, it is 
most likely that the cash-strapped 
government would sell off its 
newly awarded wealth, but with 
the First Pacific Group already 
owning 54 percent of PTIC, it is 
not easy to find other bidders that 
would shell out billions in ex- 
change for a minority position. 

According to the grapevine, 
the Supreme Court decision also 
paves the way for the backdoor 
entry of the aggressive NTT mo- 
bile subsidiary DoCoMo into 
PLDT without diluting the First 
Pacific stake, and, more impor- 
tant, without bumping up the 40 
percent direct foreign ownership 
limit on telecom companies. 

Both the First Pacific Group 
and its Japanese ally and DoCo- 
Mo's parent, NTT Communica- 
tions, already own nearly 38 per- 
cent of PLDT, with NTT account- 
ing for 13.98 percent. 

By coincidence, First Pacific 
announced last week that it was 
“considering the acquisition of 
additional (PLDT) shares,” along- 
side its disclosure that it had 
bought about 2.4 million com- 
mon shares from the market in 
the last few months. 

The Hong Kong-based con- 
glomerate said the purchases had 
to be done so as to prevent its 
stake from being diluted by the 
conversion of preferred shares 
being held by other investors and 
even PLDT executives. 

Despite the acquisitions, First 
Pacific said its PLDT stake has 
even slightly fallen to 24.1 per- 
cent from the pre-conversion 
24.2 percent. PTIC’s holdings, in- 
cidentally, are equivalent to 14.4 
percent of PLDT. The Cojuangco- 
now-government block in PTIC 
translates to an indirect 6.336- 
percent stake in PLDT. 

(Footnote: New PCGG Com- 
missioner Narciso Nario Sr. was 
the ponente of the pro-Cojuangco 
Sandiganbayan decision that has 
just been overturned by the 
‘Supreme Court.) 
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planned resort is backed by the fi- 
nancial muscle of Singapore i 
surance magnate Leow Siak Fah 
of Citystate Holdings and his lo 
cal partner, Ambassador Antonio 
Cabangon Chua of Fortune Insur- 
ance and Citystate Savings Bank. 

The Singaporean-led group 
plans to build eight, six-story walk- 
up condos along the ridge-side re- 
sort, selling hotel-room sized stu- 
dios for as low as P1.8 milion. 

At that price, a studio unit will 
‘qualify even for Pag-Ibig financing. 

‘According to the grapevine, 
the property, which adjoins the 
sprawling Splendido golf and 
country club of Sen. Juan Ponce 
Enrile, was acquired from realtor- 
now-Oriental Mindoro Rep. 
Rodolfo G. Valencia. Now a 20 
percent partner, Valencia is in 
charge of marketing Filipiniana 
‘Tagaytay, mainly to overseas and 
middle-class Filipinos who dream 
of owning a vacation home and 
weekend retreat just an hour's 
drive from Makati 

Meanwhile, Celdran's replace- 
ment in Tagaytay Highlands, 
Lizette Villanueva, filed her resig- 
nation the first working day fol 
lowing her weekend appoint- 
ment, saying she instead decided 
to accept the offer of Rockwell 
Club for a similar position. 

Luckily, Highlands had a quick 
replacement, in the person of re- 
tumee Mabel Martinez, who for 
seven years was the resort's food 
and beverage director before she 
moved to the Haagen Dazs group. 


The blame game 

FIRST, they blamed the strong pe- 
so for their woes. Next, they be- 
wailed their lack of access to fi- 
nancing. Now the exporters’ 
group running Export and Indus- 
try Bank is blaming Urban Bank 
for the Export Bank's declining 
performance. 

No wonder former Urban Bank 
chair Arsenio Bartolome Ill is 
blowing his top these days. “Ex- 
port Bank acquired Urban Bank 
five years ago,” Bartolome said in 
an e-mail. “With the acquisition, 
Export Bank was even able to 
post a P356.8-million profit for 
the first merged year, versus their 
pre-merger net income of only 
P35 million,” From then on, Ex- 
port Bank was on a downhill 
slope, squeaking in just over P15 
million profit in 2004 and possi- 
bly even a loss in the year just 
past. “Export Bank executives 
should just look at the mirror and 
blame themselves for their own 
inefficiency and poor productivi- 
1,” a ticked-off Bartolome said. 


Heard through the grapevine 
FIRST Gentleman Mike Arroyo 
and his congressman son, Mikey, 


SMIC war chest 
to fund EPCIB takeover 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


Club rigodon 
JUST retired Tagaytay Highlands 
general manager Nick Celdran is 
literally moving across the road to 
assume a similar position in the 
start-up Filipiniana Tagaytay resort. 
In contrast to the 1,200- 
hectare Tagaytay Highlands, Fil- 
ipiniana Tagaytay is a more mod- 
est 20-hectare venture. Still, the 


tential buyers of the bank, if any. 

Last Friday, SM Investments 
Corp. unveiled a plan to raise up 
to $115.5 million through the 
sale of global depositary receipts 
(GDRs) by its subsidiary, SMIC 
said it will issue up to 9.1 million 
in GDRs priced at $12.70 each. 

GDRs are fund-raising instru- 
ment where a bank certificate is 
issued in a foreign country for 
shares of stock traded in another 
company. The underlying shares 
are held by the local branch of an 
international bank, and are trad- 
ed on the overseas stock market. 

‘Tan said this mode of fund rais- 
ing will help bring in more for- 
eign investors into one of the 
country’s most attractive retail 
and banking plays. 

“{The] GDRs will allow foreign 
investors to buy into the econom- 
icbenefits of BDO shares, without 
breathing the foreign ownership 
ceiling,” he said. 


THE HENRY SY-OWNED CON- 
glomerate’s move to raise more 
than P6.1 billion from foreign in- 
vestors is in preparation for its 
controversial acquisition of Equi- 
table PCI Bank, according to a 
ranking official of the group. 

Ina reply to Inquinen’s queries 
yesterday, Banco de Oro presi- 
ent and CEO Nestor Tan said the 
funds may be used to boost the 
group's holdings in the country's 
third biggest bank. 

“(The] proceeds [from the sale 
öf global depositary receipts) will 
be used for various SM Investment 
projects, including the purchase of 
more EPCIB shares should it be- 
come available,” he said. 

‘Tan's statement may be an 
dication that the SM Group is 
preparing for a more aggressive 
merger battle with existing share- 
holders of EPCIB and other po- 


No Free Lunch 


little they have (and they often 
dol), what more with those of us 
‘who have so much more? There is 
a saying that no one is so poor not 
to have something to share, and 
noone isso rich not to need some- 
thing from others. 

Indeed, if only there were 
enough ‘caring and sharing 
among us Filipinos, poverty need 
not be inevitable! 


From page B2 


a blessed nation” (NFL, 1-2-06). 
First, the reference to Pope John 
Paul VI should have been Pope 
John Paul i. Mea culpa. Second, 
that quote attributed to our Ms In- 
ternational Princess Lara Quiga- 
man, describing Filipina domes- 
tics as people who make a living 
‘out of loving and caring for others, 
tums out to be another one of 
those e-mail hoaxes, Nonetheless, 
hoax or not, the description re- 
mains quite apt and stirring, 
Comments welcome at 
chabito@ateneo.edu 


Errata 
Readers have pointed out two 
flaws in my recent column "We are 


will likely extend their overseas 

stay should the President heed 

the advice of a number of Mala- 

cafiang advisers. The lightning- 

rod duo are originally scheduled 
Soe" 


to return to Manila a week after 
watching the Pacquiao fight in 
Las Vegas. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtd- 
sl.net or cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com) 
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** By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


‘THE COST OF DIAL-UP AND BROAD- 
| band Internet services is going down 

fast in the Philippines, enabling more 
‘> Filipinos to go online. 

An unlimited Internet dial-up ac- 
count bundled with phone service 
costs P840 a month, according to 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone 

«Co. (PLDT) rates. 
The growing popularity of broad- 
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band access has forced traditional di- 
al-up Internet service providers 
(ISPs) to reduce monthly rates, said 
Rep. Joseph Santiago, noting that 
“the cheapest dial-up Internet access 
now is P160 monthly.” 

‘That bundled PLDT service costing 
P840 monthly covers basic monthly 
landline service and unlimited Inter- 
net access. A landline residential sub- 
scriber paying about P680 monthly 
would have to add just P160 to get un- 
limited dial-up Internet access. 


[AN INTERNET WORM HAS BEEN DISCOVERED 
spreading a variety of pornographic photos and 
‘movies to trick people into launching it and dis- 
abling security software, security experts at 
Sophoslabs said. 

‘The “Nyxem-D worm” is now spreading 
through e-mail. When launched, it attempts 
to disable a number of antivirus and firewall 
products, also harvesting e-mail addresses 
from infected computers in order to spread 


further. 
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This new Internet worm is also known as 
“Email-Worm.Win32.VB.bi" or “W32.Black- 
mal.E@mm.” 

‘The e-mail that carries the Internet worm 


Independent dial-up services even 
offer unlimited Internet access ser- 
vices for as low as P13.30 per day or 
P399 a month. Previously, the cheap- 
est Internet service was about P25 a 
day or P748 a month. 

Santiago, who is vice chairman of 
the House transportation and com- 
munications committee, further said 
that inexpensive Internet access is ex- 
pected to draw more subscribers this 
year. 

PLDT for one reported about 


Internet access cost dropping fast in RP 


76,000 broadband Internet sub- 
scribers as of September 2005, an in- 
crease of 54 percent over its 49,500 
users in September 2004. Smart 
Communications Inc. and Globe 
Telecom Inc. had about 20,000 wire- 
less broadband subscribers at the 
time. 

‘The market research firm Interna- 
tional Data Corp. projects Internet 
users in the Philippines to double 
from 11.8 million at the end of 2004 
toan estimated 20 million by 2007. 


Obscene Kama Sutra worm 
targets vulnerable PCs 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


uses a variety of subject lines, such as “Hot 


Movie,” “Arab sex DSC-00465,ipg,” “Kama 


Sutra 
2006, 
Ever.” 


practic 
openi 


consul 


to receive salacious content on their desktop 


gal Sexi,” “give me a kiss,” 


pics,” “Fw: SeX.mpg,” “Fwd: Crazy ille- 
“Miss Lebanon 


.” “Part 1 of 6 Video clip,” “School girl 


fantasies gone bad,” and “The Best Videoclip 


“Companies should educate their users to 


ice safe computing—that includes never 
ing unsolicited email attachments and 


discouraging the sending and receiving of 
joke files, pornography and screensavers,” re 
minded Graham Cluley, senior technology 


jitant for Sophos. 


“This worm feeds on people's willingness 


computer, but they could be putting their en- 
tire company's data at risk,” he added 
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Nokia bags 
Smart 3G 
network contract 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


‘TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 
firm Nokia has bagged a contract to sup- 
ply local operator Smart Communica- 
tions with third generation (3G) net- 
work technology and services. 

The contract covers the supply of 3G 
radio access and core network equip- 
ment, including the Nokia High Speed 
Downlink Packet Access solution, 3G 
upgrades to the existing circuit and 
packet switched networks of Smart, 
and other related network services. 

‘Smart did not disclose how much 
the contract was worth. 

“Smart is committed to offer the 
best 3G services in the market. As ofto- 
day, deliveries of equipment and ser- 
vices are underway. The investments 
under this contract will allow us to es- 
tablish quality nationwide 3G cover- 
age in the shortest possible time.” said 
Napoleon Nazareno, Smart president 
and CEO. 

Nazareno noted that the operator 
has been testing a number of 3G cell 
sites and content such as streaming 
video clips, which can already be pre- 
viewed at demonstrations in some of 
its wireless centers in Metro Manila 
and Metro Cebu. 

Smart was among the four local op- 
erators recently granted licenses to op- 
erate 3G services in the Philippines by 
the National Telecommunications 
Commission. 

Officials previously indicated that 
the operator expects commercial 3G 
services to become available in the 
first quarter of this year. 

3G is a faster mobile communica- 
tions network that supports the wide- 
band code division multiple access 
(WCDMA) standard. It allows for 
faster data transmission speeds, mak- 
ing possible high-speed data commu- 
nications and mobile multimedia ser- 
vices like video conferencing, audio 
streaming and mobile Internet. 

Smart conducted a live test of its 3G 
capabilities in December 2005 in Cebu 
City 

During the demo, the company 
showed a live video conference call 
within its network and an internation- 
al roaming call between the operator 
and Telecom Italia Mobile. 

SMART officials said that the com- 
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pany started preparations for a seam- 
less transition to 3G as early as five 
years ago with Nokia. 

“in December 2000, SMART in co- 
operation with Nokia conducted the 
first successful 3G video call in the 
country in the presence of NTC offi- 
cials. Using experimental equipment, 
this test call recorded data transfer 
rates of up to 216.9 kbps,” the compa- 
ny added. 

Smart has been working with Nokia 
as its sole network supplier since 
1998. 


RP Software 
firms earned 
P9.2B in 2005 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 
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THE PHILIPPINE SOFTWARE INDUSTRY 
earned approximately P9.2 billion in 2005, a 
36-percent growth from 2004, according to 
the Philippine Software Industry Association 
(PSIA). 

‘This was a better performance than 2004, 
which saw a P6,7-billion revenue increase. 

‘The short PSIA report is based on the sur- 
vey responses of 40 member companies rep- 
resenting the majority of the Philippine soft 
ware industry's top earners. 

The foreign market still accounts for 87 
percent of all business in the Philippine soft 
ware industry. Revenues from software devel 
‘opment amounted to P8.3 billion, 98 percent 
‘of which came from foreign sales. 

Software implementation and consulting 
contributed P783 million, of which 70 per 
cent went to projects in the Philippines. 

This is the second such survey conducted 
by the organization, PSIA President Fermin 
Taruc told Infotech. The first was in 2004, 
where the PSIA consolidated the reports ot 
various software development and sales 
firms, 

“We'll be doing this every year since it’s part 
of our Fly High 2010 strategy. We want more 
Philippine software firms to grow their busi 
ness both locally and abroad,” Taruc said, 
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RP exporters eye bigger share of decor market 


By Ronnel W. Domingo ‘Treasures Ine; Sally's Crafts; ‘The participating SMEs are en-. earnings of $76 million or atleast markets for products related to $50 million or about P2.75 billion 
Sanport Craft international and gaged in giftwares and holiday’ P4billion in 2004. festivities and celebrations were worth of goods in 2004—Ger- 
LOCAL EXPORTERS ARE JOINING Sarilinlikha Novelties. décor, which posted combined The country's biggest export the United States—which bought many and Japan. 
the world’s leading 
trade fair for festive 
occasions in a bid to 
gain a bigger presence 
inthe growing market. 

According to the 
Center for Interna- f 
tional Trade Exposi- | 
tions and Missions, 
11 local exporters are 
joining Christmas- | 
‘world 2006 in Frank- |: 
furt, Germany, to be 
held Jan. 25-29. 

Citem head and 
Trade Assistant Sec- a 
retary Fe Agoncillo- 
Reyes identified 
these as: Balasi Ex- 
port; Buena Mano 
Crafts Inc.; Graftsite 
Export Company; 
LBA Designs; Liman 
Designs; Magellan 
Manufacturers Mar- 
keting Corp.; Philip- 
pine Concorde Trad- 
ing Corp.; Philippine 
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RENEW YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 7 HABITS OR THE 7 HABITS TRAINING SUITE 


EXPERIENCE IT FOR THE FIRST TIME. The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People © 


Signature Program (version 3) 

Our flagship 3-day program designed to provide 
foundational effectiveness principles to increase 
productivity and strengthen relationships -- for 
everyone in the organization - from top to bottom. 


WE'VE REFRESHED AND IMPROVED OUR 7 HABITS 


PROGRAMS TO CREATE A ROBUST SUITE OF OFFERINGS 


WITH SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE -- FROM INDIVIDUAL The 7 Habits for Managers © 


A hands-on, applications-intensive 2-day 
workshop that helps build a strong cadre of 
managers capable of leading with character and 
competence. . 


Experience the new 7 Habits 
in our PUBLIC WORKSHOPS 


The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People 
Signature Program (version 3) 
February 14-16, 2006 (Tues-Thurs) 

March 14-16, 2006 (Tues-Thurs) 


The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People © 
Introductory Workshop for Associates 
Improve company-wide performance with this 
cost-effective workshop that provides a 


comprehensive overview of 7 habits. For 
entry-level and frontline employees 
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The 7 Habits for Managers 
April 5-6, 2006 (Wed-Thurs) 


Other Public Workshops: 
FOCUS: Achieving Your Highest Priorities 
Feb. 17, 2006 (Fri) 


The 4 Disciplines of Execution 
Jan, 30-31, 2006 (Mon-Tues) * 


Call CLCI Makati Office: 817-2726 ext. 123, 135, 


ranee The 7 Habits Maximizer © 
Refresh and renew your knowledge of the 
7 Habits with this newly-designed one-day 


3 follow-up session, x 
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143, 125, 126; QC Office: 426-6489-91; 426-5910. 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE GOVERNMENT IS COOKING UPA 
2006 Investment Priorities Plan that is 
geared mainly at maintaining current 
operations and stimulating expansion 
and diversification of businesses. 

Official documents show that rep- 
resentatives from various govern- 
ment agencies held last Friday one of 
fa series of meetings to discuss and 
draft the 2006 IPP. 

‘The new plan would continue to 
support the administration's program 
of addressing poverty and encourag- 
ing globally competitive industries. 

“The underlying focus is still to im- 
prove economic opportunities in the 
country and to generate jobs, provide 
food and deliver basic services,” ac- 
cording to the document. 

“The new IPP will also give greater 
emphasis on the modernization of in- 
frastructure system to ensure the effi- 


cient movement of goods and peo- 
ple," according to the document. 

It, likewise, aims to provide the sup- 
port for the development and use of 
new technologies that would help im- 
prove productivity, the paper added. 

Further, the 2006 IPP would follow 
through on promoting the growth of 
micro, small and medium enterpris- 
es; encouraging foreign investors to 
relocate in the country, and stepping 
up the promotion of foreign and local 
investment. 

‘The new plan will also retain the 
11 investment areas identified in the 
Medium-Term Philippine Develop- 
‘ment Plan as preferred activities to 
qualify for incentives. 

Full incentives under the IPP in- 
clude tax holidays, duty-free importa- 
tion of capital goods and other fiscal 
and non-fiscal perks. 

‘The 11 investment areas include 
agri-business; healthcare and well- 


Globe tops NTC 
Q4 network 
monitoring 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


GLOBE TELECOM INC. TOPPED THE NET- 
work monitoring conducted jointly by the Na- 
tional Telecommunications Commission and 
the Philippine Chamber of Telecommunica- 
tions Operators in the fourth quarter of 2005, 
a joint NTC and PCTO report showed. 

‘Among the three major mobile players, 
Globe's network received the highest rating 
both on calls connected on first attempt and 
on completing calls 

‘Network audit had to be done to resolve is- 
sues on traffic congestion and to determine 
‘whether the carriers were meeting the NTC 
performance standard. 

Tt also addressed claims by Globe and 
‘Smart Communications Inc. that Sun Cellular 
failed the performance benchmarks of NTC. 

Based on the monitoring done by the NTC 
and the PCTO, the umbrella organization of 
Philippine telcos, 98.51 out of every 100 
calls to Globe were connected on the first at- 
tempt and 97.29 out of 100 calls were com- 
pleted without being dropped by the net- 
work. 

‘Smart Communications Inc. scored slightly 
lower with a call setup success rate of 97.82 
percent and 97.06 percent on call completion, 
based on documents of the NTC and PCTO. 
© Sun Cellular of Digitel Mobile Phils. Inc. 
Scored poorly on the setup success rate but 
had a decent rating on call completion. 
© The tests showed Sun connected on the 
first attempt only 66.61 out of every 100 calls 
but it completed 94.22 out of every 100 calls. 
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Focus on expansion and diversification 


ness products and services; informa- 
tion and communications technolo- 
gy; electronics; motor vehicle prod- 
‘ucts; energy; infrastructure; tourism; 
shipbuilding/shipping; jewelry; and 
fashion garments, 

Aside from these preferred activi- 
ties, other areas are included in the 
IPP as specifically required under ex- 
istinglaws. 

Covered by mandatory inclusion 
are industrial tree plantations; iron 
and steel projects; exploration, min- 
ing, quarrying and processing of min- 
erals; publication or printing of books 
or textbooks; and refining, storage, 
marketing and distribution of 
petroleum products. 

‘The IPP covers activities involved in 
the ecological solid waste management; 
the provision of clean water; those cov- 
ered in bilateral agreements, and the re- 
habilitation, selfdevelopment and self 


reliance of disabled persons. 


NFA gets P20B for rice 
procurement operations 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


STATE FIRM NATIONAL FOOD 
‘Authority was given by the De- 
partment of Finance a borrowing 
ceiling of P20 billion for its palay 
procurement and rice inventory 
building activities, NFA Adminis- 
trator Gregorio Y. Tan Jr. said on 
Friday. 

NFA is tasked to ensure food 
security by maintaining a buffer 
stock of rice, and to keep rice 
prices affordable while giving 
farmers commensurate income 
for their produce. It buys palay 
from the farmers, particularly 
during the peak of the harvest 
season, to be used in building up 
the buffer stock. 

Iflocal production falls short of 
demand, NFA imports the staple 
to fill the gap and maintain the 
desired level of inventory, The 
NFA draws form the stock for in- 
fusion into the market whenever 
need arises. 

‘The NFA has been resorting to 
government-guaranteed borrow- 
ings since the budget given to it 
by the national government falls 
short of its actual requirement, 
NFAs loans usually come from 
government-owned and -con- 
trolled commercial banks. 

‘The state-owned trading firm 
has been criticized for its huge 
losses, amounting to P33 billion 
inthe last three years. 


e _ALLNEW SEASON 


“This is due to our mandate to 
buy palay at a higher price to ben- 
efit farmers but and sell at a low 
price to the consumers,” Tan ex- 
plained. 

Ina bid to bring down its losses 
this year, the NFA is asking the 
DOF to defer the collection of P13 
billion in tariffs on the rice impor- 
tation the state trading firm made 
in the past years. 

Since 2002, the agency has 
been paying as much as 50 per- 
cent tariff on its rice importation 
and this, Tan said, was a heavy 
burden to the NFA. 

“We actually borrow from local 
banks to pay these duties and be- 
cause of this, our interest expense 
reached P2 billion,” he said. 

‘Another option to ease the 
agency's financial burden, Tan 
said, was for the agency to assign 
its ‘import rights to private 
groups. 

With international rice price 
now ranging from $250 to $270 
per metric ton, the country’s rice 
imports this year could cost 
P15- P20 billion, given the pro- 
jected rice production shortfall 
‘of not less than 1.4 million met- 
rictons. 

“Tan said there was also a move 
to trim the NFA bureaucracy by 
eliminating 744 work functions 
to reduce operating expenditures 
and personnel salaries now 
amounting to P2.6 billion. 
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By Ernesto M, Ordoñez 


IN THE MOVIE “SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE,” 
the character played by Tom Hanks was 
sleepless because he just lost his wife. His 
son called a radio station and that led the 
character played by Meg Ryan to Hanks’ 
character. They fell in love and found hap- 
piness, In a sense, this is what is happening 
between our fishers and scientists today. 


Sleepless in Hong Kong 

During the WTO Ministerial Conference 
from Dec. 13 to 18 last 
year, leaders from the 
fisherfolk were sleepless 
in Hong Kong. They were busy dealing with a 
two-pronged “inside -outside” strategy con- 
sistent with the Alyansa Agrikultura engage- 
‘ment approach. 

Inside the conference hall, Arsenio 
‘Tanchuling of the Tambuyog Development 
Genter or TDC, who was given official advis- 
er status by the Philippine government, ar- 
gued for fair trade for the fisherfolk. Outside, 
Buddy de la Cruz of the Kilusang Mangingis 
da coordinated a two-boat convoy for the 
same cause in Hong Kong Harbor, escorted 
by four Hong Kong government boats. This 
was in addition to being the only non-gov- 
emment group allowed at the conference 
premises to personally deliver their petition. 

Tt was during this time that the scientists 
reported to the TDC through e-mail the exis- 
tence ofthe now controversial Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources Admi 
istrative Order No. 24, which allowed a 25- 
year lease, renewable for another 25 years, of 
Portions of the country’s 266,000 square 
kilometers of coastal areas for development 
by outside investors 

Municipal fisherfolk who were develop- 
ing many of these areas through Forest 
‘Management Agreements (CBFMAs) were 
being displaced without due process. 

While leaders from the fisherfolk were 
sleepless in Hong Kong fighting injustice in 
the world trade regime, other injustices were 
being committed on the domestic front. 


An example 

Pedro Valparaiso, general manager of 
Zaragoza-Badian Island Multi-purpose Co- 
operative, told us the experience of the 
Malhiao Resource Management Multi-Pur- 
pose Cooperative in Cebu. Because of the 
DENR order automatically canceling all 
CBFMAs in eight regions, MRMMPC was 
forced to stop all their CBFMA operations. 

Valparaiso said: “The MRMMPC has planted 
more than 1 million propagules in the hectares 
under their care. A DENR order automatically 
canceling all CBFMAs without giving credit to 
the ones that have performed very well, such 
as MRMMPG, is oppressive and grossly unfair” 

‘The foregone benefits are significant. Ap- 
proximately 500 people eaming at least P100 
a day collecting clams during the two hours of 
Jow tide have lost their livelihood. They can 


Fishers and scientists unite 


COMMENTARY 


also no longer gather the leaves they use as 
feeds for their domestic animals such as their 
goats and carabaos. Most importantly, the 
‘mangrove areas they have upgraded will no 
longer serve as effective spawning grounds 
for the fish stock that small fishers depend on. 

‘The fisherfolk believe that the cancella- 
tion of CBFMAs without due process is 
meant to prepare the ground for big in- 
vvestors to come in through AO 24. 

Upon hearing the complaints ofthe fish- 
erfolk, a DENR undersecretary was quoted 
by an Inquirer report as saying: “We proba- 

bly just have to change the 
title or make some clarifi- 
cation on the AO.” 
Jurgenne Primavera and other members 
of the Philippine Association of Marine Scien- 
tists met with Environment Secretary 
Michael Defensor to object to AO 24, They 
argued that CBMAs were the most effective 
and profitable way to take care of the man- 
grove areas for the nation’s benefit. As a re- 
sult, DENR Director Virgilio Vitug said: “Sec. 
Defensor has listened to them. We're already 
revising the AO based on their observations.” 


Impact on uplands 

CBFMAs are also implemented in the up- 
lands. Ibarra Malonzo of the Kasanyangan 
Foundation points out that the cancellation 
has already affected 77,000 hectares in the 
uplands of Region 9. He says: “Since the gov- 
emment does not have enough resources to 
protect the forests in upland areas, the CBF- 
MAs have become an effective alternative. 
‘This responsibility has been given to people 
organizations . However, with the automatic 
cancellation of all CBFMAs, our forests are 
now deprived of protection and our people, 
of their livelihood. Selective cancellation 
with criteria and due process is good, but not 
automatic arbitrary cancellation.” 

We are happy that Secretary Defensor 
has listened to the combined call of scien- 
tists and fishers. 

‘A forum involving the DENR, scientists, 
fishers, upland farmers and indigenous 
peoples on this issue to stop injustice and 
come up with a win-win solution will be 
held on Jan. 24, at 9:30 a.m.. This will be at 
the Philippine Social Science Center, Com- 
monwealth Avenue, Quezon City. It is free 
and open to the public (call Dinna Umen- 
gan at 926-4415 for details). 

In “Sleepless in Seattle”, the characters of 
‘Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan met through radio 
and achieved happiness. While sleepless in 
Hong Kong, the fishers united with scientists 
in the Philippines through e-mail and had 
succeeded in opposing the original A024. 

It is hoped that greater unity will be 
forged between scientists and our less priv- 
ileged sectors such as fisherfolk, farmers 
and indigenous peoples. This way, equi- 
table progress and prosperity will hopeful- 
lybe achieved in our nation, 

(For inquiries and suggestions, email agri- 
watchphil@yahoo.com or telefax 02-8516635.) 
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BSP approves initiative to improve lending to small farmers 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS HAS 
approved a fresh initiative to improve lending 
to small farmers in the countryside. 

The BSP on Friday announced that its policy- 
making Monetary Board had approved the clas- 
sification of the Rural Bankers Association of the 
Philippines-Microenterprise Access to Banking 
Services (RBAP-MABS) as a microfinance loan. 

In the past, small loans to farmers or micro- 
agri loans were considered agricultural cred- 
it, thus requiring traditional collateral and 
stringent documentary requirements. 

“These conditions have become the major 
barrier for small farmers seeking access to 
much-needed financial services to increase 
their economic activity” the BSP said in a 
statement. 

With the new classification, the loans will 
now enjoy the benefits of microfinance such as 
the acceptance of cash collateral, cash flow and 
character-based lending in lieu of traditional 
collateral, small and frequent amortization, and 
simpler documentary requirements. 

RBAP-MABS, a technical assistance service 
to over 250 banking units with microfinance 
operations, has patterned the micro-agri loan 
product after the typical microenterprise loan 


Technical ... 
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Ona weekly basis, 
the market fell 40.02 
points or 1.86 per- 
cent. It closed Friday 
at 2,108.24. 

“The index failed 
in its attempt to 
breach the 2,172 
mark and looks to be 
entering a consolida- 
tion mode,” AB Capi- 
tal said, 

On the positive 
side, however, in- 
vestors are counting 
on the full implemen- 
tation of the VAT Law 


utilizing the same methodology and uphold- 
ing the same standards and best practices. 

The BSP said this approval indicated its 
“sustained responsiveness to the develop- 
ments of the microfinance sector as well as 
the needs of the small farmers in rural areas.” 

Certain conditions, however, were set for 
micro-agri loans to be classified as microfi- 
nance loans: 

© The prospective client must have other 
sources of income aside from the agricultural 
activity, sufficient for the periodic payment of 
loans; 

The criteria/characteristics of a microfi- 
nance joan as provided in the existing regula- 
tions must be present; and 

‘© The micro-agri loan must be in the bank's 
microfinance manual as one of the products of- 
fered and must have a sub-control ledger. 

Microfinance, which has been typically 
linked to financial services for livelihood ac- 
tivities or microenterprise lending, has been 
proven successful as a viable undertaking. 

‘The loans are small, from a low of P2,000 
to P5,000, to a maximum of P500,000. The 
likelihood of default of the entire loan bal- 
ance is great when an amortization payment 
is missed. However, the delinquency rate of 
microfinancing in the Philippines is very low 


Optimize your Sales Team's Performance 
Thru a Well-Designed Sales Incentive Plan 


Designing 
sales 


9 am to 5 pm, February 9-10, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Makati City 


next week to push 
prices higher. 

“When the dust 
settles, the only ma- 
jor catalyst for the 
market will be the 
full implementation 
of the expanded val- 
ue-added tax law by 
Feb. 1,” the stock bro- 
kerage fim said. 
“This will shift the 
market's attention 
away from the coup 
worries and bring in- 
vestors back from the 
sidelines." 

“Despite the mar- 
kets recent weakness, 
many are still opti- 
mistic about 2006's 
prospects because of 
hopes for an end to 
the government’ fis- 
cal woes, a retreat in 
oil prices and strong 
foreign demand for 
Philippine stocks,” AB 
Capital said. 

Stocks to watch 
this week include 
banking issues, espe- 
cially after the central 
bank revealed that 
the industry's loan 
portfolio was show- 
ing signs of life to- 
ward the end of 
2005. Daxim L. Lucas 


Front projection in broad daylight 


“Tis seminars designed for Compensation & Benefis Specialists and HR 
Managers who are actvely involved in designing a competitive sales incentive 
plan for the company’s sales team, as well as Sales Managers & other business 
executives who wouid ike to use compensation & rewardincentive 1o mobvate 
the sales team's performance. 


Coverage: 

© Diferent sales organizations, sales management systems, sales channels 
and sales jobs and idennticaton of key acimtes and success actos 

(© Approprale sale compensaton design and compensaton mix, establishing 
perfomance measures Ior assessment ot sales team eft and 
Bccompisnmenis 

© Principles o! designing Sales Compensation Pans 
Prnapies of calculating incenivelConnission rates and payouts 


The Facilitator: Dr. Noel A. de Leon, PhD 
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Beauty at its most practical 


The Mercedes-Benz B-Class Compact Sports Tourer 


> The MercedesBenz B-Class heads This puts the B-Class streets ahead of 
a new chapter in automotive design. 
The sporting “credentials of this 


premium car are complemented by 


its competitors. 


> Test drive the new B-Class Compact 


mesrip paraa dans 


Sports Tourer. Go to CATS Motors now. 


D 


Mercedes-Benz 


exceptional ride comfort, highly 
generous amount of space and 
flexibility to match. The B-Class 
is cut from a different cloth, the 
briefest of glances will tell you that. 


ern 


CATS Motors, ne. Global ity - 32nd St cor. Rizal Orive, Bontsco Global Ciy. Taguig. Meiro Manila Tel (+632) 816 7777 Fax (#632) 615 9153 
‘CATS Motors inc. Greenhills 1008 EDSA Greonhiis, San Juan, Metro Manda Tet (+632)7236808 Fac (+832) 721 1072 
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A Tradition of 
Excellence Lives Ou 


‘At the dawn the 20% century, the UP 
College of Medicine (UPCM) was created to 
address the health and medical needs of the 
emerging Filipino nation Conceived as the 
Philippine Medical School in 1905, its 
inception and evolution as a national 
institution set the pace for Philippine medical 
institutions: centered on the precepts of 
science, cultwe and empathy, built on a 
foundation of selfless dedication to the 
advancement of the Filipino people, thus, 
maintaining its distinction as the national 
center for medical learning 


‘The UP College of Medicine envisions a 
community of scholars competent and socially 
responsible; possessed of moral, ethical, and 
spiritual vigor, and committed to the 
development of the Philippine society through 
excellence and leadership in community- 
oriented medical education, research, and 
service. In keeping with its vision and 
mission, the UPCM holds the Grand Scientific 
Symposium (GSS) yearly. A great tradition 
that lives on, È is a venue for the college to 
bring together its experts - the best scholars, 
researchers and practitioners in various 
medical speciabies and disciplines - to present 
a gand convention on total patient care. The 
Grand Scientific Symposium was conceived 
by former UPCM Dean and UP Manila 
Chancellor Dr Alfredo T. Ramirez to affirm 
the UPCM mission. Through the pioneering 
forts of the Postgraduate Institute of 
Medicine (PGIM) under Dr. Federico B. Cruz 
and the Resource Development Office (RDO) 
under Dr. Carmelo A. Alfiler (now Director of 
the Philippine General Hospital), the Grand 
Scientific Symposium was born. On January 
25, 1994, the faculty, alumni and the clinical ~~., 
departments of the college came togetherin (Y 
a 3-day multidisciplinar scientific mterac- +~ 
tion with general medical practinoners and (T 
specialists fom all parts of the coustry. The C> 
unprecedented success of the first Sympo- 
sium led to its insttutionalization as an an- 
moal event 

To further boost the commitment of the 
UPCM to promote the transfer of medical 
knowledge and technology to areas outside 
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The year 2005 marks the centenary of the College 
of Medicine. For one hundred years now, the UP 
College of Medicine has remained steadfast in uphold- 


of Metro Manila, former UPCM Dean Amelia R. Fer- 
nandez decided to hold the GSS in other parts of the 
country with former alumni based in the regions at its 
Telm. Since then, the GSS has been an annual event 
abernating between Manila and a chosen region in the 
country with an active core of UPCM and PGH 
The revenves have been used to fund the 
various projects of the UPCM and the various regional 
chapter hosts 
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ing its role in nation-building through 
excellence and leadership in medical 
edvcation, research and service. It honors the 
themes of healing, humanity and heroism. 
Healing represents UPCM’s dedication and 
commitment to guard and preserve thehealth 
of the Filipino people. Heroism recalls the 
sacrifices of the brave in the service of the 
underserved. Humanity stems from the 
UPCM mission that inspires its graduates to 
serve well the individuals they seek to heal 
The 13" Grand Scientific Symposium on 
January 22-25, 2006 at the Manila Hotel is 
thus a special occasion for the UPCM. 
Dubbed as the Centennial Grand Scientific 
Symposium it caps the yearlong celebration 
that pays tribute to UPCM's tradition of 
commitment, dedication, service, passion and 
compassion. I bears the theme "Emergencies 
and Disasters: Pearls for the 21st Century Pri- 

mary Health Care Provider.” In these times 


expectedly strike, the theme is very time- 
“=> ly and relevant since preparedness during 


"2 emergencies help curb the associated det- 
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rimental outcomes. The symposium will 
convene medical practitioners, paramedi- 
cal professionals and the general public to 
this important occasion to equip everyone 
wth knowledge and skills in handling em- 
exgencies and disasters and be of service to 
ow country 
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A Tradition of 
Excellence Lives On 


‘At the dawn the 20° century, the UP 
College of Medicine (UPCM) was created to 
address the health and medical needs of the 
emerging Filipino nation Conceived as the 
Philippine Medical School in 1905, its 
inception and evolution as a national 
institution set the pace for Philippine medical 
institutions: centered on the precepts of 
science, culture and empathy, built on a 
foundation of selfless dedication to the 
advancement of the Filipino people, thus, 
maintaining its distinction as the national 
center for medical learning. 


The UP College of Medicine envisions a 
community of scholars competent and socially 
responsible, possessed of moral, ethical, and 
spiritual vigor, and committed to the 
development of the Philippine society through 
excellence and leadership in community- 
oriented medical education, research, and 
service. In keeping with its vision and 
mission, the UPCM holds the Grand Scientific 
Symposium (GSS) yearly. A geat tradition 
that lives on, è is a venue for the college to 
bring together its experts - the best scholars, 
researchers and practitioners in various 
medical specialties and disciplines - to present 
a gand convention on total patient care The 
Grand Scientific Symposium was conceived 
by former UPCM Dean and UP Manila 
Chancellor Dr. Alfredo T. Ramirez to affirm 
the UPCM mission Through the pioneering 
efforts of the Postgadvate Institute of 
Medicine (PGIM) under Dr. Federico B. Cruz 
and the Resource Development Office (RDO) 
under Dr Carmelo A. Alfiler (now Director of 
the Philippine General Hospital), the Grand 
Scientific Symposium was born. On January 
25, 1994, th 
departments of the college came together in 


specialists from all parts of the country. The 
unprecedented success of the first Sympo- 
sium led to its institutionalization as an an- 
nual event 

To further boost the commitment of the 
UPCM to promote the transfer of medical 
knowledge and technology to areas outside 
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of Metro Manila, former UPCM Dean Amelia R. Fer- 
nandez decided to hold the GSS in other parts of the 
country with former alumni based in the regions at its 
heim. Since thea, the GSS has been an annual event 
akernating between Manila and a chosen region in the 
country with an active core of UPCM and PGH 
alumni The revenves have been used to fond the 
various projects of the UPCM and the various regional 
chapter hosts 


‘The year 2005 marks the centenary ofthe College 
of Medicine. For one hundred years now, the UP 
College of Medicine has remained steadfast in uphold- 
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ing its role in nation-building through 
excellence and leadership in medial 
education, research and service. Tt honors the 
themes of healing, humanity and heroism. 
Healing represents UPCM's dedication and 
commitment to guard and preserve thehealth 
of the Filipino people. Heroism recalls the 
sacrifices of the brave in the service of the 
underserved. Humanity stems from the 
UPCM mission that inspires its graduates to 
serve well the individuals they seek to heal. 
The 13* Grand Scientific Symposium on 
January 22-25, 2006 at the Manila Hotel is 
thus a special occasion for the UPCM 
Dubbed as the Centennial Grand Scientific 
Symposium it caps the yearlong celebration 
that pays tribute to UPCM's tradition of 
commitment, dedication, service, passion and 
compassion. Tt bears the theme “Emergencies 
and Disasters: Pearls forthe 21st Century Pri- 
mary Health Care Provider." In these times 
of major calamities and disasters that un- 
expectedly strike, the theme is very time- 
== ly and relevant since preparedness during 
emergencies help curb the associated det- 
rimental outcomes. The symposium will 
convene medical practitioners, paramedi- 
cal professionals and the general public to 
this important occasion to equip everyone 
wih knowledge and stalls in handling em- 
egencies and disasters and be of service to 
our country. 
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bring life to Narnia 


SNOWCAPPED MOUNTAINS, 
frost-covered trees, a half man, half 
goat creature with an umbrella, a 
centaur, a mean looking witch 
dressed in white and riding in a 
sleigh. These are just some of the 
sceneries, things and creatures that 
greeted individuals brave enough or 
curious enough to step inside the gi- 
ant wardrobe Jan. 7 and 8 as Nestlé 
Koko Krunch and Powerbooks trans- 
formed the Glorietta Activity Center 
into the mythical land of Narnia, the 
setting of “The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe,” the classic tale writ- 
ten by CS Lewis which was turned in- 
to a major motion picture now show- 
ing in theaters nationwide. In fact, if 
not for the leftover holiday decora- 
tions and the regular hustle and bus- 
tle of a shopping mall on a weekend, 
one would have thought of actually 
being in the land where “it is always 
winter but never Christmas.” 

‘The young and the young at heart 
came in droves-more than 20,000 of 
them to be more exact during the two- 
day event. As early as 10 a.m., “Sons of 
Adam” and “Daughters of Eve” were 
seen tugging their parents to the differ- 
ent booths, nooks and comers which 
featured activities such as an “En- 
counter with the White Witch”, where 
kids had their pictures taken with a live 
White Witch; a Namian Face Painter's 
Alley, where kids had their faces paint- 


SIG; 


Sinek 


GLOBE TELECOM, GTWU-FFW SIGN 2006 CBA 
Gerardo C. Ablaza Jr in behalf of 
the management and GTWU- 
FPW president Santos F. Gudao Jr 
in behalf of the labor union, with 
Globe chair Jaime Augusto Zobe 
de Ayala II and National Concilia- 
tion and Mediation Board Deputy 
Executive Director Reynaldo R. 
Ubaldo witnessing the event. 


New GMA Kapuso Foundation 


ested in loving and serving 
others places him in an envi- 
ronment wherein his passion 
would be best put to use. 

Dela Fuente graduated 
with a degree in Interdisci- 
plinary Studies with Human- 
ities Cluster at the Ateneo de 
Manila University. He took 
his Masters degree in Litera- 
ture from the same instit 
tion wherein he earned his 
extra MA credits in Theology 
and Philosophy as well. 


Globe Telecom Inc and its rank- 
‘and-fle union Globe Telecom 
Workers Union-Federation of 
Free Workers (GTWU-FFW) 
have formally signed the 2006 
to 2010 collective bargaining 
agreement Jan. 10. Sealing the 
agreement ware Globe presi 
dent and chief executive officer 


GMA KAPUSO FOUNDA- 
tion recently welcomed its 
new executive director 
Manuel “Nonie” B. Dela 
Fuente Jr. 

A gifted trainor-formator, 
Nonie has spent 12 years in 
the Society of Jesus as a reli- 
gious-in-training and was an 
educator for 14 years in sev- 
eral well-respected learning 
institutions. 

His zest for learning and 
reaching out to more individ- 


uals who are genuinely inter- He 


me: 


A CHILD inspects the contents of her 
Koko Kit 


ed to be transformed into a Namian 
creature of their choice; a Namia Arts 
and Crafts booth, where kids showed 
their talents in drawing and coloring 
their favorite Narnia scene with Koko- 
and the Namia Snowball Dive comer, 
where kids won goodies by diving into 
a pool full prize-laden balls. 

‘There was also the, Namia story- 
telling comer and the Narnia Bookland 
by Powersbooks, where different edi- 
tions of the Narnia books were show- 
cased. And at the center of the virtual 
Narnia isa very familiar landmark to all 
Namia fans, a lamppost, flanked by a 
centaur and one of the most beloved 
characters in the book, the haléman, 
halfgoat, Mr. Tumnus, the faun. The 
creatures magically come to life every 
time kids shout the magic word, 
“Koko!” 

‘The kids and their parents didn't 
seem to mind the long queues for the 
different activities as they were enter- 


tained with a variety show on stage. 
Hosted by television personalities 
Drew Arellano and Iya Villania, the 
show featured games, a singing perfor- 
mance, a magic show and a spectacular 
staging of excerpts from “The Lion, The 
Wich and The Wardrobe” by 
renowned theater group Trumpets. 

‘Aside from the activities, the kids 
who came to the two-day event also 
cantt seem to get enough of the free 
Koko Krunch, the delicious chocolaty 
breakfast cereal from Nestlé. Koko 
Krunch is made from energy-giving 
wheat and is packed with 10 essential 
vitamins anid minerals. No wonder the 
kids in the event didn’t seem to run out 
of steam as they dash from one booth 
tothe next and as they participate in all 
the activities. 

With all the fun, excitement and 
magic, the two-day Narnia fest was def- 
initely an event to remember. Thanks 
to Koko Krunch and Powerbooks for 
bringing the magical world of Namia to 
life! 

‘You can still get free limited edition 
patented Chronicles of Narnia col- 
lectible premiums such as color chang- 
ing Chronicles of Namia Statues or 
scene morphing Magical Wardrobes for 
every purchase of large or medium 
packs of Koko Krunch, Honey Stars, Mi- 
Jo Cereal, Cookie Crisp, Trix and Com 
Flakes in leading stores and supermar- 
kets. 


MICROTEX NAMED NO. | AUTOMOTIVE 


CLEANING CLOTH BRAND 
Microtex was awarded as the No. 1 Automotive Cleaning 
Cloth Brand (national) during the recently concluded 
2005 National Shoppers’ Choice Annual Awards held at 
Dusit Hotel Nikko. Shown are (from left) Carla Gay Balin- 
ait Bb. Pilipinas Universe 2003; lawyer Manuel Jose 
(son Il, awards committee chair and vice president, 
C.PM. Society of the Phillippines; Charles Yap, president 
and CEO Halden Galway international Corporation, ex- 
clusive distributor of Microtex cleaning cloths; Dr. Cora- 
Zon Ciaudio, president and vice chair of the board, Asian 
Institute of Journalism and Communication: and Joan 
Peñalosa, Bb. Pilipinas Universe 2000. The National 
Shoppers’ Choice Awards is an annual event which aims 
to give recognition to the most outstanding companies 

$> © 4 and brands in the Philippines. Microtex is tne only clean- 
SPS: .0sixt3) ing cloth today that uses the microfiber technology. 


“72% tower 


F 


QUAKER OATMEAL SMART HEART CHALLENGE 


95 employees of Abenson Inc participated in the 
challenge, and took Quaker Oatmeal for breakfast 
for a period of 30 days. 72% of them lowered To- 
tal Cholesterol levels by an average of 25 points, 
while 78% lowered bad cholesterol levels by an 
average of 24 points. 34-year-old Abenson driver 
Imperial is this year's biggest winner, bringing 
down his cholesterol level by 74.2 points; his bad 


HONDA’S FINEST TECHNICIANS 
To achieve total customer satisfaction, Honda Cars 
Philippines Inc (HCPI) recently held the 10th An- 
nual National Technician’s and Service Advisor's 
Contest-a technical skills contest among Honda 
service technicians and advisors. This annual 
event is held to continuously upgrade the techni- 
cians’ skills, especially on new repair techniques, 
as well as promote customer confidence on Hon- 
da's frontline technicians. This year's technician 
category winners were Ruben Sibayan (champion) 
from Honda Cars Pasig, Cris Par (1st runner-up) 
trom Honda Cars Manila and Romie Padrones 
(2nd runner-up) of Honda Cars Cagayan de Oro. 
Danilo D. Pedro, HCPI AVP for marketing service, 
sald the event encourages Honda technicians to al- 


cholesterol level by 76.2; and his triglyceride level 
by 19.2 points. Shown, from left, are Jagrut 
Kotecha, commercial director, Pepsico Foods; 
Cynthia Siy, systems manager, Abenson Ino, Ike 
Arianza- 2nd prize winner; Wilfredo imperial, 1st 
prize winner; Joanne Lim, business development 
manager, Abenson ino; Varun Berry, country 
‘manager, Pepsico Ine Philippine branch. 


ways do quality work with speed and precision, 
Over the past 10 years, he added, there had been a 
close correlation between technician skill level and 
customer satisfaction level. The contest was held 
at Honda Cars Shaw and consisted of practical and 
written tests, Winners will represent the Philip- 
pines in the coming 9th Asia-Oceania Technician's 
Contest to be held In Japan tentatively set this Oc- 
tober. Shown are (from left, front row): Sibayan, 
Par, and Padrones. Back row, from lef, are Danny 
Pedro, national service department head of HCPI, 
‘Takashi Sekiguchi, president and GM of HCPI, 
Regale See, Honda Cars Pasig service manager, 
and Loule Santamaria, branch manager of Honda 
Cars Pasig. 
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GLOBE TELECOM WORKERS UNION =} 
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Shown are (from teft} Globe se- 
nior vice president Rodolfo A. 
Salalima, Globe wireless network 
technical group head Teresa V. 
Kong, Zobel, Ablaza, Gudao, FFW 
national vice president Alan Mon- 
tano, GTWU vice president Angeli- 
to Banaga and GTWU secretary 
Salvacion Luzano. 


appointment 


‘Thames International Busi 
ness School (Manila), 
Xavier University High 
School (Cagayan De Oro 
Ciy) and Atenéo High 
School (in Zamboanga, 
Davao and Manila). 

GMA Kapuso Foundation 
has gently established itself 
as a working institution that 
feels the need of the less for- 
tunate and the sounding 
board for individuals who 
cannot afford a decent medi- 


has also taught in calaid for their illnesses. 


Banana Leaf partners with top financial institutions 


FRIENDS AND LOYAL 
habitues of banana leaf, Mani- 
la's premiere Asian restaurant, 
are in for a treat with its recent 
parmership with HSBC, 
Citibank, and American Ex- 
press. 

All HSBC credit cardholders 
except Mabuhay Miles Visa are 
entitled to a special 10-percent 
discount on their total bill for 
every single receipt, dine-in 
purchase, They may also avail 
themselves of the free order of 
Roti Canai. For an even sweet- 
er deal, cardholders may also 
avail themselves ofa free order 
of dessert of their choice for a 
minimum single-receipt, dine - 
in purchase of P500. Mabuhay 
Miles Visa cardholders, on the 
other hand, are entitled to the 
“Triple the Miles Promo.” 


Cardholders of Citibank 
(Gold and Platinum), Ameri- 
can Express, and Platinum 
Plan holders of Globe Handy- 
phone, are also in for a lot of 
special treats each time they 
visit any of the Banana Leaf 
and Asian Café 
Citibank cardholders get a 10- 
percent discount, while Amex 
cardholders get a 15-percent 
discount. 

Banana Leaf has also part- 
nered with the Oakwood Pre- 
miere Residences, 
guests are entitled to special 
perks like 15 percent off on 
‘cash, 10 percent off on charge 
by presenting the Exclusive 
Banana Leal/Oakwood VIP Ayala 
Card when they dine at Ba- 
nana Leaf. 

Check out Banana LeaPs 


newest P399 Weekend Buffet 
held every Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday at the Alabang 
Town Center branch. The 
weekend feast offers a wide se- 
lection of culinary delights 
from all over the Southeast 
Asian region. Banana Leaf also 
offers banquet packages for 
corporate functions, wedding 
and baptismal receptions, and 
birthday celebrations. 

Visit its branches at the 2/F 
‘The Podium, ADB Avenue, Or- 
tigas Center (687-6808; 687- 
6818); Theater Drive, Alabang 
‘Town Center (772-8833; 772- 
8899). You may also try the 
Asian Café at G/FGlorietta IV, 
Center (818-6988; 
8186989); and at the Con- 
course Level, Power Plant 
Mall, Rockwell Center. 


outlets. 


wherein 


‘Appreciating Nyonya Cuisine’ 


CRAVING TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ASIAN CUI- 
sine? Be part of San Miguel Pure Foods Culinary 


Center’ first destination tour in Asia titled “Appreci- 
ating Nyonya Cuisine" with food enthusiast Danny 
Dela Cuesta. Discover and understand Nyonya 
culsine that originated in Penang and Singa- 
pore, and Is known for its unique blend of 
Malay and Chinese cooking styles character- 
ized by sweet, sour and bold flavors. Experi- 
ence gastronomic treats on Tuesday, Jan. 24 at 
the San Miguel Pure Foods Culinary Center, 
Legaspi corner Eagle Streets, Barrio Ugong. 
Pasig City. This cooking demonstration will be 
from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. with a fee of P800. Call 
671-9876 locals 402, 2771, 404 and 405. Lim- 
ited slots are available, For upcoming events 
and more recipe ideas, log on to www.mygreat- 
food.com. 


FEU IN 50th year 

FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF NUAS- 
ing invites ali ts graduates and undergraduates as it 
celebrates its 50th anniversary through a grand 
homecoming to be held from Jan. 26 to 29. The 
event features four days of diverse activities, 
including community volunteer work, invest- 
ment opportunity tours and the Outstanding 
Nursing Alumni Awarding ceremony. For de- 
talls, call Norma Oumadag through e-mall ad- 
dress ipalaypay@feu.edu.ph or Arthur Cantos 
af acantos@bayaninurse.com or the FEU Insti- 
{ute of Nursing at 735-8713. You may also log 
onto the FEU website at www.feu.edu.ph. Join 
your fellow students as FEU celebrates "Nurs 
ing At its Best” 

Delivering presentations 
CRAFTING AND MAKING A WINNING PRESENTA- 
tion-whether to cose a deal, make an appeal, or t0 
simply deliver progress reports-is among the most 
practical yet important challenges confronting 
managers and professionals at all levels of the 
Organization. But delivering a presentation 
need not be an unpleasant chore, says leading 
business communication trainer and consul 
tant Monette Iturralde-Hamlin. in the seminar, 
“Effective Presentation skills for Dacislon-mak- 
ers," Iturralde-Hamlin will address common 
presentation challenges and provide proven 
techniques for delivering successful presenta- 
tions, enabling participants to enhance their 
self-confidence, cut preparation time, produce 
ompaling visuals, and develop the savvy to 
manage audiences. The seminar takes place 
‘dan. 26 at the Exportbenk Plaza, Makati City. 
For details, call 757-3500 local 327. 


Pross 
m 


Repu o ho Phitgpines 
(iy Goverment oi Zamtosnga 

BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Cay val Zombsarga Cay 


Sel No (062) 36257763 Sofetaton No CHO. 0123-001 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Construction of Covered Shed ot Commercial Center, Bagsakan, Si, Maria, ZC 
Maneetree) 
onsudion of roofed shed & stalls, calling for masor 
and electrical works with palaling 
(Brot Oaserpnon of eres) 
‘The CITY GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBOANGA, trough ma Ganaral Fund (Supplemental 
Buaya) #2005 stands 10 appi ma sum o SIX MILLION FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY ONE 
SROUSAND FIVE HUNDRED PESOS (P8.¢31,500.0) ONLY bog me Appovad Batpet kr 
aaraci (BCI 1e pamanis undor he cone for Construction ol Covered Shed at 
Conmatlt Cantat, Bagsakan, Sta. Marla, ZC. Bis ocean excess of ABC shal 
te aviomarcaty repr et B Oponog 
‘he CITY GOVERNUENT OF ZAMBOANGA now cals for he submion of eter of lent 
{Loy tom polana Scare eSoft ebay Ior Construction of rote shed & stallt, 
ota fr masonry, carpentry and electrics worka with painting Bxcders shoud 
ius PEAB cane apeeable o Tne above ype and cost ol contact, have 
aa waa at east peor (50%) af The ABG an 1o 
ns et mimma orgain agate oy Dasani. rested 
‘Soler mun avon hr COIS On 0f lve Fabrvary €, 2006 a Procironert Acqusion 
Sra tones Oc, Ciy Hak Zamooange Gy ana sear ihe Ehpaay Docurents Bore on 
Zpptesuons fr gy wil be eylusaa on a ‘passa basis, Th as day of ha 
misen ol he acromplahet egy Datum shat be ana dl ole apoyo 
Eby Deunant on Fabry 6 2006 11000 AM mo rocurenan Acquon bd 
ares Otice. cy tah Zambesage Ciy Ony hose Biodars passing the okodiy check 
fle ented pmrenaso wo Beng Documonts 
Sag we candcio brough open compone bidding crocus as spocie in fo 
ae ws Rar and Regustons or (RA) o! Ropat Ac 91B cere Kaas a 
"aanren Procoenent film fe ands tastada unas cDermse ss ergen2aions 
So o mast seventy dus (79%) marasi ovsanceg capia! ss belong ans the 
Enes insecaoones mih Do IRR-A ct RA 3184 acanratw ny bo avaced Lowest 
cet anc Raponoee ate whe wat ered as Suc uno poeuaiicabn 
frre Ses sot soma ha azomplaoo Eupat Documans Me BAC Scent at 
Pisuen sequnon ond Avast Oo, Ca Hal, Zantoanga Cay onor belor Fata 
OWAN 
‘arenes Ett iors may obian lathar lomaton Irom Me CITY GOVERNMENT OF 
EAMSOANGA an apes mo Beg Osean albu aures guen tlw Fom B00 AM. Co 
Eg saring Fabry 1072 208 
Acomys seio dng Documents may te puchsedy Bir tat passede eip chsckugon 
Anian le once of Egui a GAC Satara a ease DOW ard von 
Petts contends ee GI 02000 Tha tng commons arte eae! personaly 
ine acorns ovborcd epenain nr babe February 2, 20062 1000AM, 
The CITY GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBOANGA wt nod Pre oan age 
Burton Feroay 2,206 at 1900 AM a Ciy Engers ice Conse Room, Ciy 
Hot zamena Cay 
‘igo Bacar mst sbrt hor Bld si Ia adras blow on or bolara March 8, 2006 a 1000 
AR nibsmasoa cconpanady B4 Serurty efom ol Cas. Check, 
‘anno’ Cheek Manayer t Chack payata toine Cy Treasurer, Bank Dral, avocat 


aroni; 


Si Ene sd an amours of P6431300 or Bank Guwrantae no amont of 96,7230 or 
Suroy Bondu mo saouri a! P161.20? Sor saoqunalantamaunti a oa cove cuneney 
s Buas ante cot Ba oponi hon on March 8, 200S a 10.00 AMG wb 
pensai be pesones of be Bdsortroweconates wia choose arend a OGAM no 
ly Engear Oea. Coniereaca Roam Ciy Hat Zannoange Cy. 

‘Compan oi ma Worta 1s regorod y Two Hundra Three (29) calendar days 

The CITY GOVERHENT OF ZAMBOANGArasones Iho ngh nace cay Bana 
a masnap poses anda erect a any we rer acon var out Poredy ACAINN 
iy raas ee atoud Brose or Boers 


orement, Acquistion and Awards OWvislon 
poa 8, 


ire 
Coytion NS votre ost 
Zann 

to (82 9-86 


2 
Teel (05) 9827763 


(94) OR, MARIO D, ARRIOLA 
BAC Chasman 


MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2006 


People|Eventse>P roducts 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Globe G-Cash, PFCCO tie up | 


THE WORLD'S FIRST CASHLESS 
and cardless mobile commerce ser- 
vice, Globe G-Cash, strengthens its 
thrust as an enabler of economic em- 
powerment by partnering with the 
Philippine Federation of Credit Coop- 
eratives (PFCCO). This tie-up will al- 
Jow mobile payment and disburse- 
ment of loans from the member coop- 
eratives. The partnership is also seen 
to complement other strategic link- 
ages established by G-Cash which fo- 
tus on micro-finance and livelihood 
projects. 

‘The PFCCO has 980 primary coop- 
gratives and 8 major leagues nation- 
wide, with a mass base of over 
1,000,000 individual members. “This 
tie-up further advances our vision for 


G-Cash, which is to bring m-com- 
merce technology to the grassroots 
level and use it as a means for poverty 
alleviation and livelihood enhance- 
ment,” says G-Xchange president 
Joey Mendoza. "The key lessons and 
best practices from our earlier part- 
nerships can also be applied to our al- 
liance with the PFCCO, enabling us to 
bring improved micro-finance ser- 
vices to the countryside.” 

In addition, tie-ups have also been 
initiated with Globe AutoloadMAX 
and TM (the new Touch Mobile), 
which are also being eyed as possible 
‘enablers of livelihood programs and 
viable business models. TM, on the 
other hand, is seen as a suitable vehi- 
cle for bringing mobile communica- 


tions technology to grassroots con- 
sumers because of its affordable rates 
and specific services tailored for the 
mass market. 

PFCCO general manager Dave Pa- 
jaron adds: “This partnership can 
serve as an effective livelihood pro- 
gram, since the PFCCO counts Globe 
‘AutoloadMAX sub- distributors and 
G-Cash cash-in/cash-out centers 
among its members. It also expands 
the reach of Globe's m-commerce ser- 
vices even in remote areas. More than 
400 of our member cooperatives are 
based in Mindanao, where a cost-cffi- 
cient and convenient means of loan 
collection and disbursement would 
be of great help to developing micro- 
enterprises.” 


Convergys receives Frost & Sullivan 2005 Award 


FROST & SULLIVAN, A GLOBALLEAD- 
erin growth consulting, has announced 
that Convergys Corp (NYSE: CVG) is 
the recipient of its 2005 Award for 
Competitive Strategy Leadership in 
CRM and Billing for Communications. 

Frost & Sullivan presents the award 
each year to a company whose strategy 
has yielded significant gains in market 
share during a specific period. To deter- 
mine the award’s recipient, Frost & Sul- 
livan conducted extensive research on 
CRM and Billing software markets in 
the Communications and Utilities in- 
dustries, gathering data from leading 
software vendors, systems integrators, 
and end-users. 

Convergys was chosen because a 
combined produet and consulting strat- 
egy positioned it for growth during the 
economic recovery of 2003. During the 
downturn, the company invested in 
next generation software via acquisi- 
tions and in-house development of its 
flagship Business Support System 
(BSS) software, Infinys. Furthes, the 
company created Professional Services 
offerings to leverage its unique and rel- 
‘evant experience in both billing and 


customer care. When the economy re- 
covered, providers were able to in- 
crease capital expenditures for software 
and Professional Services, which played 
right into Convergys’ new strengths. 

"We saw increased demand for soft- 
ware applications that efficiently sup- 
port converged services such as video 
voice, data, and wireless (“quadruple 
play’) and customer-centricity, which 
Infinys delivers. In fact, its the only BSS 
product on the market that offers true 
convergence,” said Larry Schwartz, ex- 
‘ecutive vice president of operations for 
Convergys’ information management 
group. “Infinys’ component architec- 
ture is also appealing to providers who 
want to deploy new capabilities one 
step at a time through best-of breed, 
packaged software rather than replac- 
ing their entire systems all at once with 
custom, end-to-end solutions. The cre- 
ation of our Professional Services Con- 
sulting organization enabled us to gain 
new business while growing revenues 
with existing clients. Together our prod- 
uct and consulting capabilities have 
proven to be a powerful combination in 
the marketplace.” 


CLUB FILIPINO INAUGURATES GIMNASIO 


Club Filipino recently inaugurated its new state of the 
art gym called Gimnasio. First photo shows the cutting 
of the ribbon by the club's president, lawyer Roberto de 


WORLDBEX SERVICES INT’L, AYALA CENTER CEBU MOA SIGNING 


in photo is Linda Ibuna. 


Leon assisted by directors Anita Borromeo, Albert Cas- 
tro, Romeo Cabungcal and Alfonso Sto. Domingo, aiso- 


“Convergys” 2004 software license 
and other revenues totaled $77.1 Mil- 
lion, a 32 percent growth over 2003, 
demonstrating its effective alignment 
with recent market changes,” said Frost 
and Sullivan analyst Ashwin Iyer 
“Many other vendors in this market in- 
cluding Amdocs, CSG Systems, DST In- 
novis, Portal Software and Intec have in 
recent times launched their own next 
generation products for the convergent 
CSP We expect Convergys to realize sig- 
nificant gains in market share thanks to 
Infinys convergent capabilities in 
Billing and CRM through its Customer 
Service Management application.” 
“Were honored to receive this award 
from Frost & Sullivan,” said Schwartz. 
“We feel that our proven ability to envi- 
sion and execute sound market-driven 
strategies combined with the breadth 
and depth of our solution portfolio con- 
tinue to provide strong competitive ad- 
vantage in this market, as evidenced by 
our success in key BSS growth areas 
like wireless, data services, and cus- 
tomer service management. We're 
pleased that Frost & Sullivan recognizes 


‘Second photo shows lawyer 


— im 


E-mail: pr_pep@inquirercom. 
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(CECOPHIL SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH VECAS OF VIETNAM H 


The Council of Engineering Consultants of the 
Philippines (Cecophil) and the Vietnam Engineer- 
ing Consultant Association (Vecas) recently 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
establishing an inter-organization agreement to 
develop and promote issues relevant to the engi- 
neering and consultancy professions in Vietnam 
and the Philippines thereby facilitating commerce 
between the two countries. The memorandum 
was developed in the spirit of exchange between 
equal partners representing an opportunity for 
the shared development of the engineering pro- 
fession and a source of mutual improvement. 


Shown signing the agreement are rom left): Salz 
vador P. Casto, president of Cecophil and chair 3 
‘of SPCastro & Associate Inc: and Nguyen Canh # 
Chat, chair of Vecas. Witnessing the formal sign- 
ing are (standing from left): Vu Ngoc Than, 

deputy director, Ministry of Construction; Le 
Doan Phach, consultant; Le Du Son, chief of VE- 3 
CAS: Dan Ven Van, member of Architects Associs 
ation; Nguyen Dinh Tranh, manager, Transport 4 
Engineering Design Inc; Phan Thu Hang, eco- 
nomic expert, international relations assistant, 
and Nguyen Viet Nguyen, vice director of Consul? 
tancy Development and Training Center, Vecas. g 


3 


PHILIPPINES PLACES 3RD IN INT’L DANCESPORT COMPETITION 3 


The Philippines participated in the ‘2nd Impe- 
rial Society of Teachers of Dance (ISTD) Cup 
Medallist Pro-Am Competition held last Sept. 
25 at the University, Hk International Trade 
‘and Exhibition Genter, Hongkong. This was an 
open international dancesport competition 
participated by professional teachers and stu- 
dents coming from Hongkong, Macau, In- 
donesia, Malaysia, Philippines and Taiwar 
with adjudicators from several countries. The 
Philippines was represented by an internation- 
al accredited professional teacher, Robert Li- 
men and his student, Lina Gison. Notwith- 
standing the fact that they had not much time 
to practice due to a short notice, the couple 
garnered third place in the teacher and student 
event for Standard Dance. The Philippines has 
been, steadily gaining recognition in the area 
of international dancesport competition. 
Dancesport requires technical and artistic 
skills, stamina and strength. With the Filipino 
natural flair for artistry and with more training 
and dedication, we can expect the Filipino 
<dancesport competitors can bring home more 


Roberto de Leon, president, former director Sergio 
Lopez, Paolo Baron, Randy Se, gym instructor, and rep- 
resentatives trom the suppliers of the gym equipment. 


— MELC invites you to look 


Worldbex Services international (WS!) has fi- c 


nalized its agreement with Ayala Center Cebu, 
making the latter a supporting partner for the 
WSl-organized 1st Cebu Motor Show, slated 
on June 1 to 4, at the Ayala Center, Cebu City. 
Shown during the signing are (seated from 
left): Joseph Ang (Founding chair — Worldbex 
Services Int'l), Juvita Polioso (marketing 
manager — Ayala Center Cebu), Allan Aquino 
(marketing assistant — Ayala Center Cebu), El- 
Ja Roz (Worldbex Services Int'l. 


better, feel better, see better 


HEALTH AND FITNESS EQUALS BEAUTY 

For Regine Tolentino, a TV personality/dance studio directress, weight 
isa very important factor especially because she galns it very fast. To 
lose pounds or avoid gaining more of it, this graceful celeb makes sure 
she does everything to not only appear beautiful, but to keep healthy as 
well. For example, she teaches dance to children in her own studio as a. 
‘workout. Regine also attends dance lessons with Jojo Tan and Egay of 
Splash Dancers as her choreographers. Rice is also a no-no, while 
sleep Is super precious, especially because she has to wake up very 
early for a morning program she co-hosts in GMA 7. As much as pos 
ble, Regine stays away from fried food. She uses herbal dietary suppie- 
ments to aid in her digestion and for extra energy. Sweets are her weak- 
ness but she plans to manage this craving by taking sugar-free foods 


and taking in low-calorie sweeteners like Equal. 


IABC CITES URC EXEC IN CEO EXCEL AWARD 2005 


Blenvenio ‘Pet’ Bautista, executive vice president 
and managing director of Universal Robina Corp 
(URC), was recently awarded the Communications 
Excallence in Organizations (CEO) Award for 2005 by 
the International Association for Business Communi- 
‘cars (JABC). Hold at the Hotel InterContinental 
Manila, the GEO Excel Award for 2005 recognized se- 
nior executives who effectively use communication in 
enhancing the organization, thus achieving key ob- 
Jectives and improving profitabilty. Some of 
Bautista's most notable projects In this area are: the 
State of the Business Meeting (SOBM), which cas- 
‘cades Information relevant to business operations, to- 
all employees regardless of rank; the Salu-Salo, a 
‘monthly get-together with selected employees in an 
‘atmosphere of transparency, camaraderie and fun; 
and Pat's Comer, Bautista's regular column in the 
‘company newsletter, ABC, the local chapter of an ex- 
clusive international network af more than 13,000 
business communication professionals In over 60 


countries, holds this annual event to raise public 
awareness of the importance of communication in 
business and organizational management. [ABC iks- 
wise alms to recognize the top-lavel executives who 
have shown extraordinary skis as communicator, 
‘and to present thelr accomplishments as models of 
best practicas in organizational communication. 


CLEAR VISION IS NECESSARY IN 
daily living and enjoying life. To 
wake up each moming without 
having to grapple for eyeglasses is 
an indescribable freedom to many. 
Eliminating the daily hassle of con- 
tact lens use reduces expenditure 
and stress. For millions of people 
all over the world who had to grow 
up with thick eyeglasses, laser vi- 
sion correction has given them 
confidence and a new outlook in 
life. Makati Eye Laser Center offers 
these and a whole lot more with its 
customized laser vision correction, 
a treatment that truly brings a bet- 
ter quality of life. 

Makati Eye Laser Center was es- 
tablished in 1995 as the Institute of 
Refractive Laser Surgery and has 
the widest experience in laser vi- 
sion correction in the Philippines. 
‘True to its mission of providing the 
most advanced technology, it has 
been addressing the need for read 
ing glasses after the age of 40. 
Lasik for Presbyopia is a mult-fo- 
cal treatment which corrects dis- 
tance and reading vision combined 
in a treatment for both eyes. Near 
Vision CK is a non-laser option to 
correct reading vision. For every 
man and woman above the age of 
40, having to wear bifocals or hav- 
ing to bring out reading glasses to 
just read text messages, the news- 
paper, email or a board meeting 
agenda is now a thing of the past. 

‘Makati Eye Laser Centers state- 
of-the-art technology and a facility 
which promises relaxation and pri- 
vacy while providing expertise and 
personal care has given them a rep- 


utation for client satisfaction. 
Cataract surgery is done using the 
suture-less  phacoemulsification 
technique. As with all treatments, 
effort is placed at making the 20 
minute procedure a pleasant expe- 
rience with no need for bandaging 
the eyes. Other services include di- 
agnostic, medical and laser treat- 
ments for glaucoma, diabetic 
retinopathy and other eye prob- 
lems. The health of one's eyes 
through the different stages of life 
as well as one's well-being is the 
foremost concern of the Makati 
Bye Laser Center. 

Clear vision is enjoying the gift 
of sight throughout life. To catch a 
raindrop (and all other precious 
moments) requires full stereoscop- 
ic vision is not always resolved 
with eyeglasses or contact lenses. 
Laser Vision Correction is the an- 
swer to the problem of restoring 
clarity and focus, allowing 
panoramic vision. In a fast-paced 
world with so much to offer, all 
time clear vision is necessary. For 
over ten years, the Makati Eye 
Laser Center has helped thousands 
experience the joy and freedom 
from eyeglasses and contact lens- 
es. To date, Makati Eye Laser Cen- 
ter stays true to its mission of pro- 
viding the most advanced technol- 
ogy in the Philippines. With Pres- 
byopic Lasik treatments and Cus: 
tomVue, persons over the age of 40 
will not need reading glasses or bi- 
focals. With its new Wellness Pro: 
gram, Makati Eye Laser Center in- 
vites you to look better, feel better 
and see better. 


achievements in this area of sports. Shown 
are the Philippine representatives who won in” 
the Hongkong Pro-Am competition, Robert Li 
men (teacher) and Lina Gison (student). 


Festival 
Supermall 


January events 

STARTING JAN. 15 UNTIL THE 

2ath, popular Chinese goods like 

porcelain wares, ceramics, good luck charms and 
{he celebrated Chinese Moon Cake willbe up for 
Sale at the malls Carousel Court. From Jan. 24 to 
Fen. 6, an exhibit ofthe most popular weapons in 
Chinese Medieval history and costumes of the f- 
mous Chinese Northern Lion and Unicorn wili be 
heid simultaneously at the mall's 2nd level main 
entrance and 3rd level Chef's Avenue. A mall-wide 
Chinese New Year sale wil aiso be held from Jan. 
27 t0 29. Booklets with useful Feng Shui tips and 
containing a isting of Home shops at the fourth 
evel will be given out to lucky customers. The cen-, 
terpiece of te celebration will be the Chinese Lion 
Dragon Dance on Jan. 29 around the mal. On the 
same day, noted Chinese calligrapher Victor Wang 
al aiso be atthe mals Treasure Trove to educate 
interested mall patrons regarding the art of Chi- 
nese caligraphy. For aminimum PY, 000 purchase 
at any Che's Avenue outlet or PS00 at a Treasure 
Trove store of choice gives you the opportunity to 
discover the actual Chinese characters for your 
Engish name. For further information, you may 
ali Festival Supermall Customer Service at 850- 
$3514. Festival Supermall is located atthe Fiinvest 
Corporate City, Alabang, Muntinlupa. 


BMW Phils appoints new 


dealer in Metro Manila 

BMW PHILIPPINES HAS EXPANDED ITS AUTHO- 
‘zed dealer network with the appointment of a 
‘ew authorized dealer in Quezon Gity (Araneta- 
Quezon Avenue). With Klassik BMW. the leading 
premium car manufacturer is now represent! by 
Six authorized BMW dealership in the Philippines ~ 
four in Metro Manila to cover metropolitan areas: 
North West (Araneta-Quezon Avenue, Quezon 
City), North East (Libis, Quezon City), Central 
(Makati), and South (Alabang) In the provinces, 
BMW is presentin Pampanga and Cebu. Klassik 
BMW is focusing on serving residents in the area 
north of Pasig River and west ot EDSA, such as, 
Greenhills, Downtown Manila and the Quezon Av- 
enue/Banawe/Del Monte area. Klassik BMW isa 
{ul ledged dealership offering the complete range 
of new and pre-owned BMW vohicles, altersales 
Services, genuine parts and accessories, as wel as 
BMW lifestyle items. I is strategically located in 
Araneta Avenue near the corner of Quezon Avenue 
in Quezon City. Klassik BMW wil start oporations 
on Jan. 23. The oficial inauguration ofthe dealer- 
Ship wil be take place in due course. 


DCS} Alumni Homecoming 
ALL GRADUATES OF THE DOMINICAN COLLEGE in 
Sar Juan are invited to attend the Alumni Homacom- 
ing on Jan. 28 atthe DC Auditorium. This alumni 
athering is being hosted by the Silver Jublarians, 
Figh Schoo! batch 1981. Registration starts at 1230 + 
p.m. Mass is at 1 p.m. followed by a short program 
and altemoon cockals, Part of he homecoming 
Program ts the launch ot tha Top DC Alumna (Tod 
Tan). For more information, call Bonina Santos-Bor- 
bon at 724-5961 or e-mail dcbatch yahoo.com, 
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MAKATI CONDO 
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PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER 
East Avenue, Quezon City 


is now accepting applications for 
Academic Year 2006 
FELLOWSHIPS 
L dear Flip Training Program In Adult Cardiology" 
> yeas Residency in termal Medene acre by PCP 
> POP Oplomaie 
M. -Year Subspecialty Fellowship Training Program in Electrophysiology, Cardiac 
Fehabttaton Noninvasive Cardiology, invasivo Cardiology, Peripher! Vascular 
‘nd ileal Care Carioiogr" 
Compiled’ years Feowstip in Caniogy in POP and PCC acceded esos. 
5 Subm a resewch popes 
5 Contest oi Faonshp 
‘Adult Pulmonary Medicine” 
PCP Dponate 
Dengine tor submission of application Is on February 27, 2006 
Academie Year 2008 starts on Apri 1. 2008 
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> "3years Recency General Anestesia acoreled by PBA (Boasi elgtis) 
‘Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Dison” 
>t years Resdancy n General Surgery eevested by PCS (Boed eligis) 
Podiatric Pulmonary Medicine” 
> PCP Diplomat 
Deadline tor submission of appilestion Is on February 17, 2008 
Academie Year 2008 stats on Apel 1, 2006 
Wi, Pediatrie Cardiology 
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grad by iternt Doctors wa ro de accep), 
Four (a) pes 212" picture colored 
Caricate ol Residency in requred speci 
Speoaly Board Cees regres specal 
Pease adress your communications to: 
ARISTIDES G. PANLILIO, M.D. 
‘Department Manager I 
Otice of Education and Research 
‘Phiippine Haart Center 
East Avenue, Quezon Cty 
Forturher inquiries, please contact Ms. Carmela M. Ocasion ors. Cieopatra O: 
Palencia with Tet Nos. 325-2401 locals 3234, 3298, 3236 & 3297 and Te'etax 9264622. or 
You can eman 1o: oer phe gow oh 
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1% Car Lending 656-0140 
United Tree Car Loan Corp. 
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GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 
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Daas 


INTHE DISTRICT COURT OF THE 
HONG KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION 
MATRIMONIAL CAUSES NO.11988 OF 2005 
BETWEEN 

TSANG LING LING (3t) Poitioner 
ZHUANG JIANHUA GERM) Respondent 
norice 

A Divorce Pelton nas boon filed against the 
Respondent Zhuang annua, of unknown address: 
Ana may appt the Famty Court egy, Wenona. 
{fw Courts, Wenchal Tower, No.12 Marbout Road. 
Hong Kong tor a copy of the Potton. 1t wahin one 
‘month the Respondent has not communicate wi 1e 
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Pag-IBIG Fund, Makati | Branch 
The Atrium of Makati 
Makati Avenue, City of Makati 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


SUPPLY, DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION OF MODULAR FURNITURE 
AND WORKSTATION AT PAG-IBIG FUND MAKATI BRANCH OFFICES 


“The Pag-IBIG Fund, through its Bids and Awards Committee-Makati | Branch (BAC) intends 
to apply the sum of P 14.237.299.00 being the Approved Budget for Contract (ABC) to payments 
undar the contract for the supply, delivery and installation of Modular Furniture and Workstation 
at Pag-IBIG Fund Makati Branch Offices. Bids received In excess of the ABC shall be 
‘automatically rejected at Bid opening. 

“The Pag-IBIG Fund now calls for the submission of Letters of Intent (LOIs) from potential 
Bidders to apply for eligibility for the supply, delivery and installation of modular furniture and 
‘workstation at Pag-IBIG Fund Makati Branch Otlices. Bidders must be duly registered with proper 
uthorties and must possess necessary licenses and permits applicable to the above type and 
Cost of the contract, have completed a similar contract with a value of at least fifty percent (50%) 
Gt the ABC, and meet the other minimum eligibility requirements stated in the Eligibility 
Documents. Interested Bidders must submit their LOIS on or before 5:00 p.m. of February 17, 
2008 to the BAC Makati | Branch Secretariat at Room 709, 7/F Atrium of Makati Condominium 
Building. Makati Avenue, Makati City and secure the Eligibility and Bid Documents therefrom. 
‘The BAG Makati | Branch Secretariat will issue to prospective bidders Eligibility and Bid Forms, 
Upon their submission of the LOI, and upon their payment of a non-refundable amount of Five 
‘Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00) to the Pag-IBIG Fund Cashier. The last day for the submission of 
the accomplished Eligibility and Bid documents shall be on the date of the opening of Eligibility 
Documents: at 1:00 p.m. of February 20, 2006 at Room 708, 7/F, Atrium of Makati Condominium 
Building, Makati Avenue, Makati City. Only those Bidders passing the eligibility check will be 
‘entitled io Bid for the project. Applications for eligibility will be evaluated on a "pass/fail" basis. 

‘Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as specified in the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 otherwise known as 
the “Government Procurement Reform Act.” and is restricted, uniess otherwise stated, to 
organizations with atleast sixty percent (60%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to 
Siizens of the Philippines. In accordance with the IRR-A or R.A. 9184, only Bids from eligible 
Bidders willbe opened. In accordance with the IRR-A of R.A. 9184 a contract will only be awarded 
fo the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder who was determined as such during post- 
qualification. 

interested Eligible Bidders may obtain further information from Pag-IBIG Fund Makati Branch 
at Room 709 at Telephone Nos. 8114181 and 8114275 and inspect the Bidding Documents from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on January 31, 2006. 

“The Pag-IBIG Fund will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 1:00 p.m. on February 08, 2006 al the 
{following address: Room 602, 6/F Atrium of Makati Condominium Building, Makati Avenue, Makati 
Ciy. 

‘Prospective Bidders must submit their Bids at Room 709, 7/F Atrium of Makati Condominium 
Buiding Makati Avenue, Makati Cty on or before Feb. 20, 2006 at 1:00 p.m. Late Bids shall not 
be accepted. Bid opening shall be on the same date and time at Room 602, 6/F Atrium of Makali 
Condominium Building, Makati Avenue, Makati Cily. 

“The Pag-IBIG Fund reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid. to annul the bidding process, 
‘and to reject all Bids at any time prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any liability 10 
the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


(Sg0.) SEVERA ASTORGA BUQUID 
Chairman 
Bids and Awards Committee-Makatl Branch 
(POL January 29830, 2008) 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


POEA 
24-HR 
HOTLINES 
722-1144 
722-1155 


DEPED - Marikina City 
Sec DECSS ESPs 30119, 
ESPR 20116 ESPI 20267 1998 
LET POET PASSER TOHI 
61120-1998 NOTICE OF LOSS 
SALESMAN wierp processed 

mesi produs eai 12302 


(an ne 167178002050 Posion Mateantle ine. (715 


Gimo Aw. OC) OR. 
WSN. 9470-50. (unused 
{247155} wos oat on Jon 
2006, Unauinortzeg use of ead 
Gm wil not be. honored 
(Poran2z325827 2008) 


vist wat 
vrs phesriatedline om 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Finance 
INSURANCE COMMISSION 
1071 United Nations Avenue 
Mania 


Head office: 
PO. Bor 3509 Marla 
Paana. 572-14-34 

Tel Nos. 5238461 070 
Ermat: ocpemonta compr 


INVITATION TO BID 


The nsurance Commission (IC) Invites eñgible bidders to submit bids for Ihe purchase of 
tho 40 Laptop Computer. Alotied budget i Ps $200,000.00. 


A complete soto! Bd Documents can be acquired upon submission ot a witen appcaton 
‘and Upon payment of non-ralundabie loo of TWO THOUSAND PESOS (Ps 2,000.00) 
{fom January 16:29, 2008. A pre-bd conference wil be held on January 30, 2006 at 
41200 AM 


‘Bi proposal must be submitted in two (2) sealed envelopes and labeled as folows: 
A. Eligibilty Check Envelope containing: 


ji Documents: 

Technical Documents: 

Financial Documents; and 

Other documents such as vald Joint venture agreement, in case of a joint venture; 
and ioter authoring he BAC or ts duly authorized representative to verly any or al 
‘ofthe documents submitted for eligbiliy check. 


B. Technical and Financial Proposal Envelope 


Egil check screening as wel as the preliminary examination of Bids shall use non- 
slay ast et. Post quiet loves cae bid shal be 
conducted. 


Alparr relaivo to he Bigbi Salon and Screening, Bid Seay Paromance 
Securty. Evaluation on Bids, Post quacaions and award ol contrac shali be governed 
by he provisions of RA 1904 and ls implementing res and regulations and oiher 
applicable goverment rules and requtions. 


Deadine of submission of sealed bids shall not be later than 12:00 noon on February 13, 
2006 and bids shall be opened at 2:00 PM of the sama date at the Function Room, 
Insurance Commission, 1071 United Nations Avenue. 


Forinquiies, please contact Ms. Nancy V. Camaliga/Asi S. Sim at Telephone Nos. 525- 
‘7521 ard 404-1684 respectively. 


IC assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate an indemnity bidders for any 
{expenses incurred in the preperation of the bid. 


Ic reserves the rights to reject any or all bids, waiva any minor defects therein and accept 
the oller most advantageous to the government. 


(Sat) PAMELA PIAS 
Salman, Bids and Awards Committee 


Noted By: 


(Sod) EVANGELINE CRISOSTOMO-ESCOBILLO 
Insurance Commissioner 


(PDI January 168.23. 2000) 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
HAGONOY WATER DISTRICT 
Poblacion, Hagonoy, Bulacan 
“Tel. No. (034) 7932524 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

‘The HAGONOY WATER DISTRICT, troughs Bids and Awards Commitee (GAC), invitas 
Tonractors registerad wih and classed bythe Philpine Contraco Accredtaion Board 
{PCAB) opel Ior egy en i ound ei, 1o big forthe hereunder project. 

Nama of Project HAO 3 Soray Commarciai Bldg with Rooideck 

Bnet Description Commarcai Spaces Ior 2 loors & ice wih escalator 

Approved Budgetlor = Php 23.500.000.00 

the Contract (ABC) 

Conrat Duralon —.240Days 
Prospective bidders should possess a vald PCAS Lcenseappcabe to he contract. have 
omened a simlar comrac win the valuo at east 8% o me ABG and have kay personnal and 
‘upon (sted in he Eig Forms} velabl lor Pa prosecution o! e contract. The BAC wil 
Use non discretionary passtal crtana m Pe Eig Checi/Screering as wel ashe Preliminary 
amination oi bs. The BAC wil conduci post uataton ol hw lowest caiculaied bid. 
Aa paricara relativo lo Eig Slatament and Screening, bid Securty. Pertormance Secty Pre 
Bicing Conderence, Eton oi Bids, Post Cuaeabon and Award ol Conrac: shai be gored 
bythe perirent provisons of R.A. 9184 an is kmglemening Rules and Regulators (RA 
‘Te schedule ol BAC actos as fotons: 

BAC actives 

T. Submission ol Ltrs of ent LOH 

and Appian lo gity 


‘Sele 


pro Jan. 50,2068 natiaor 
tan Spm 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
30s Ao misos COMETTEE 
Re-invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Construction Management (Ct) Constancy Services or ha BSP 


koon 

‘Te BAG a an o a shot isto comto bon awh hore ied Loter ts ode boen 
Bamses m egos ben n seseina min be prorsns Y Papatit ASSIS BA Si ed gene 
Fone ma apaa Pot A REA, Tn otc piece besos ale dh ces 
‘het eat nuance comple expe ws eied osestey wrens nd OW cE 
[per petomnce al contort 

‘cnn contd merap open compe ny pcxton eed ba BRAGA BNB on 
[Scie cus srera ste bape cn oops west pact TA Hes 
spa Scama so Pega nema eh PAA RA Sato besten So atoman 
(Sanches ina poche ogo ccs amtet i ity Ooms conn we 
Basin &sst te cron nt cay ae saraat Supe Pad eho Bae are na Ome! 
Baa ongen ganeen 

‘Ta Bagh Ses ng Pps esas ng Pe Quy. Cont Banot Enso toe To 
aa a amg geet rhe naan dpc be paca a Rens Bae 


aea ren rana roma sols arenaya 
aaau tee moni aeron eeaeee anea E De t a aas Dee DOES 


korere 
[Sivan we to ong at one BSP coma ct te o Pie 
Dane ma nite ones pacyas ha carmare sce eee 
Fotcutesutpercse cos eye onto Seres w Pa SSP a ortine ciest 
parema smes m 5e en ratte nome 

Freon Paana cat BAC Becton ne. S470 oe 3H. 

‘he big Senen g Pan asses Pe pte ya ah. we Dag pes od 

Wires a a me nb conn maani whew Seay coe ayy be acc ees 


(oye) an oe ziena aR: 
= 


National Irrigation Administration ‘Contract Rel, No. 
Ragion Vi, Bontaco Drive, Soko Cay NARE-SPISP-GS-01.06 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘Tre Nana gatos Aomaraon (AL Bagon VL Deo ts Bs nd Amar Comme BAC), 
nans oppure mantacret exes contaci o app Egy ant 9B 

ares pac 
Nene of Pec 


Bre Desepton 


 Aporoved tat rh Conta ABC): Php 133410000 

(Const Dwaen Scales Os 

Prager ars shod hava enpetance wena Sirdar projec wi he tasi wo 2) ye 
fen an aval tan Ss ee roped per bog Te Entity Coach Seeenng os 
(ites he Pesenan Eramaten o Bas hat es ose pasta er. Pst 
(Gouicaun cl be omest cased atta consis 

i paras rave Eby Sateen and Sxog. i Seat, Paemance Sect. Pro- 
Daang Conioraren, Erste d cs, Pest tenon snarl Conc sab ori 
a pament ponsions RA S184 andes ipisna Anies nd Repos OFA), 

‘Tn complete shed fats sted fom: 


Submission of Egby Requremenis | February 1, 2006. 
February 3, 2006 


February 6 2006 


Issuance of Bi Documents 


oT 
a 


z 
3. Reeuts ot Eighily Check & shorting 
z 
5 


Pret Conerence February 13,2006 
6._ Recep and Opening of Bids February 17:2005 


“The BAC wi suet prospective bidders Etily Forms at the Hagonoy Water istic Main 
Office at Hagonoy, Bulacan upon svbrssin of LO and upon payment ot a non relundabie 
‘amount oi Php 100000 to Hagonoy Water st Cashier. Prospective Bidders shal submit 
the Expbilly Reqaremants oe BAC a tne said adress. Thay may also cian he Nasce ct 
Eig om me BAC at the same adress. 
“The BAC wit issue Bidding Documents ony to bidders declared by BAC tobe elige tor fe 
‘ing upon paymant ot non reluncabe amount of Php 10,000.00 to Hagonoy Weer District 
Cashier. The bidders may submit he bids and vansact busines wih he BAC Chairman 
MA. ALBERTO S. LOPEZ 
‘The Hagonoy Waler Disvict assumes no responstity whatsoever io compensa or indemnity 
bers for any expenses incurred in the preparation other tids. 

(Sgd) ENGR. CELESTINO S: VENGCO 


GENERAL MANAGER 
Pon- sanear 1684 7.208 


ae] 


ered owl 
feet t TEENI 


ETI 


PAMPANGA II ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 


GUAGUA, PAMPANGA 
January 20, 2006 
INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF BIDDERS 


PAMPANGA I| ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (PELCO II) 
WITH OFFICE ADDRESS AT SAN ROQUE, GUAGUA, 
PAMPANGA IS INVITING ELIGIBLE BIDDERS FOR A GROUP 
INSURANCE OF ITS FOUR HUNDRED & FOUR PERMANENT 
EMPLOYEES. 


You are therefore invited for the pre-qualification to bid on Janu- 
ary 26, 2006 (Thursday), 09:00 A.M. at PELCO II Board Room 
San Roque, Guagua, Pampanga wherein there will be an open 
discussion in preparation for the bidding proper scheduled on 
February 2, 2006 (Thursday) at 10:00 A.M. 


Please be informed that non-attendance on scheduled pre-quali- 
fication to bid is an automatic disqualification for those bidders 
who wants to join the bidding. 


For more information, please see Ms. Ana Lea N. Narciso at 
PELCO II Office or dial number at (045) 900-0611, 900-2650. 


(Sgd) ANA LEA N. NARCISO 
PBAC Chairperson 


(PDI January 22 & 23,2006) 


CITY OF ILOILO 


“Te is nd Ana Cone (BAC), lat Ony vaas neroste corivaciors 1o apply or 
agony ara ie Bia on te alow pre 
‘arta ot Hanv Equipment excavation 
‘eong.ieveing,congacing & so coveno 
Sainan Se. Eason 
Poste res00 
‘Genera Fara 2006 
iaae 
Rental 


(eaga tat Tampere 
esas Oumpsta Mensa, 
Ett 

Sener Fung 2008 

Servar Oe December 31. 2008 
‘Sibage Coecten 


en 16 Fab 02, 2008 
ob 15- Feb 20, 2008 


etry 24, 2008 


ae 07, 2008 
Pens Basan 
hy Bute Otic Conarncs Room ae 67, 2008 
tats ol Expy Regurements maybe clan krom the Olca of ha BAC 
_secaseih nna Carl Serrans Oe, Cay Fal He Cay Ou accompaehed Engey Fors 
Raumes n sesed onelope addressed tot BAC Chuan 0 BAC Serta 
‘igh contactors may sn he Bit Tender Documonts e! he Oca Me BAC Sara 
const Sarees Ge, Cy nt Sta Cay upan pj anon nda ieo o Tuo Thousand 
(Fsbo co Pesos onthe Soave praseniec nonce 
Meerut o Eupen uri Enston aeng unig Conpacng teeny 
prn Two 2) umns 
Bootes Excavator re i) Unt 
Miimu Numer o! Equipments Reged lor Garbage Caen 
‘Dum Track ve: Capacty o! ox.) Four (a) uats 
Oengo tes an Capacayl Gc.) = Tuoni (20) Ums 
Prospective Daders sol siya conlomnanoo oh Bidein Tes and Consens as 
regi end a ensue tha sme mougn proper samesonenectn Tenera ia ba saed by 
See Epon Sica ctPrpecive Badis sat bo on nnon-crtoraypastabass 
“Te provslonscl RA 9104 nd ts Implementing Fudos and Replaton nnd oiher aptcabie 
dose pason Sah gore ok parters see 10 Exon Be Bond Paronmenceberd 
Pretsd Coterence, Ba Geiuobon and Avert Conc 
Tha BAG reserves 1 it acep rt a as or then, wa oma here or 1o 
scope enn oy won ele roarai es Aaria oe cca Grenen Unt 
(Sot) ATTY. EDGARDO GIL 


ETEEN Erman BAC 


Cos ot gti Forms = Pp 500 00 farce eon Sane) 

‘Deca leat ono sigelo nisser upon payment anonnéale snot THO 
‘lens Peas Pep 2000) a Nason engates Asotin Paton VCash 

Tno asena! pt Admenston assumes no spent watceer compensa rine 
Baans br ey tpees ewes be pepsin ber Bes 

‘The We resnes ano ect rect any Be, an a avn sn proces on reat st Bis 
Drina pore eaea ard nou orib ong ny abn a sce Seer BES. 


peat) 
(Spe) EUSEOR.CARREON, csee 


Pon- ary 23438, 2008) eomme 


COOP TO OPERATE TINDAHAN NATIN 


Task Force Buhayin ang Maynila Chairman Kim Atienza (with hat) hands to Teresa C. Lumactud 


(in dark eyeglasses 


‘chairwoman of Baseco compound in Tondo, the Certificate to Operate a 


Tindahan Natin outlet on behalf of the Bagong Lupa Multi Purpose Cooperative. The Tindahan 
Natin, one of the component programs of the "Serbisyo Munal”, will provide low-income families 
with access to low-priced but good quality rice and noodles. The Department of Social Welfare 
3nd Development (DSWD) and the local government units through their respective City/Municipal 


Social Welfare and Development Of 


+ will determine the areas and operators of the Tindahan 


Natin which the National Food Authority will accredit and supply with well-milled rice to be sold 


at PIB per kg. Also in photo are ( 
and services department of the Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corporati 


‘m right) senior managing head of corporate communication 
(PAGCOR) Dodie 


King, NFA Public Affairs director Rex C. Estoperez, DSWD National Capital Region regional 
director Honorita Bayudan and NFA Central District Office manager Myrna Domingo. 


WANTED FOR IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT 


A TELEMARKETING COLLECTION SERVICES COMPANY is foking lor honest, 
Rercworung, and highly dedicated personnel to il up the following postions: 


+ TELEMARKETERS 


to handle calls to customers and cients 


- OFFICE COLLECTION STAFF 


to assist the Telemarketers in making folow upkcllection ot accounts 


. FIELD MOTORIZED COLLECTION STAFF 


to handie eld negotiations for collection ot accounts 


Quatticatons: 
‘rolerably college graduate 
renous experiance in telemarketing an advantage 
[00d communications and negottions skiis 


“To the successil candidates, we otier united opportunity 1o eam based on 
perlormance. 


Apy at 
ENZI CORPORATION 
10" Foor, One Sen Miguel Avenue Bldg.. San Miguel Avo. cor. Shaw Blvd. 


{_cragas Cater, Pas Cay. 


ZT OBITUARIES 
eT ere 


‘and I shali dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” Psalms: 


Elena Romero 
Camantigue 


devoted wife and loving mother 


ros, om 
È al 


We the fy the lase 


ge 


Jesus Masilang Soriano, Sr. 


tomer UIR-RDO Nueva eye 


Thave kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7) 


Our brave fittle soldier, 


EMILIO LUIS 
PANLASIGUI ABAYA 
"Mio" 
joined our Father in heaven 
18 July 2000 - 21 January 2006 


on the occasion of his 40° dny wbo passed away in the Grace of our Lord os 15 December 
DOS, wish wo expres our hou gratiamde and sincere appreciation to ll thse who 
ered mosses and prayer, sent lowers and mesages of sympathy and who in counties 
Saya, condoled wil ad comforted us in our hout Of bereavement 

JUN & SUZETTE ZALAMPA. Inn, Jag & Kaye-Alxa, Ien. Jed, tse 

‘vt ie & Jason 

MARK & KAREN TALUSAN, Anton, Joseph, Michael & Jacoby Peacetully joined our Creator 
on January 10, 2006 at the age of 87. 


spaced ten Mr ae ans Bonia sanar, 
rere cea oe oo oe haa 
Sees era aes 
ar fa cope aie 
soe ee Renew ea insi 
aes 
ty See 


An obituary with a 
picture can be a fitting 
tribute to your departed loved one. 


Always carin; 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


WE ACCEPT 

CREDIT CARDS 

and bank-to-bank 
payments 


His remains lie in state in Big Horseshoe Drive, Horseshoe Village, Q. C. 


and Trende roguosi he plous rad o pray Mis mother ANGELA, tuya ENZO, grandparents Genera NARCISO 
A ea BUSAN ABANA, mimi ca uneka NINA, ARMAND, 
Tee One C Den praca: SINORD al 
Ie St PANLASIGUL ROMUALDO (P and NATIVIDAD 
ME rant nns Dra. CIONY ABAYA-MORIDO, DIDI 
M ANAR ANG FENIAN MORAN: grend uncles ODY ABAYA, 
A MORAL VIC MANARANG ti Dr. BENNY MORIDO: 
ONY MORAN, NETH MARIKA. JA, MARTIN, LOUIE, 
Peron tad arehiniameee ER 


Her ashes willbe flown to Ontario, Canada 
@ to be reunited with her beloved husband, Francisco. 


‘OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Cerifiats 
© Any wepiention document (D. 


“For God so loved the world, that He 
gave us His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have Everlasting life. 


In tien of flowers and mass cards, our family would greatly 
‘appreciate donations to the AFP Medical Center 
Children's Ward for Cancer patients. 


foci, 


% 


‘© DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT © MESSAGE OF THANKS 
© DEATH ANNIVERSARY + REQUIEMS 


= John 3:16 | 


Ă— 
Take advantage of 


PSBank’s HIGH $ RATES 


$1,000 to 
9,999 

3.0000% 

3.1250% 


$10,000 to 
45,999 

1 month 

3.2500% 


$50,000 to 
35, 


s 


6250% 


name> «your landline no- 
27 for non-Globe users- 


by youth 
culture 


1y otherwise, with the surprising resur 
of nationalism in the youth sector. 
This new wave of nationalism amon 
youth is seemingly prevalent whereve 
iook. In music, fashion, movies, and 
somehow Pinoy seems to be “in” ag 
rs that nothing escapes Pinoy pride, 
even internet message boards. A teenag 
a popular Pinoy message board proudly pos 
“$'yempre naman! Kahit maputi na ang buhok 
ko, Pilipino pa rin a 
This pride is not unjustified, Filipinos 
everywhere are blazing trails through fields 
usually dominated by foreign powers. Trails 
bright enough to catch the attention of the 
hat is the hardest to win over. 


Take gaming for instance. Traversing a 

Id dominated by technologically advanced 

es, Anino Entertainment produced 

Anito: A Land Enraged, a game that is not 

only Pinoy made, but is proudly Pinoy themed. 

Gamers were all excited with Anito, and 

supportive of the fledgling industry. The 

prevailing sentiment was, “Support the 

Philippine Gaming Industry, buy the original 
game, 'wag pirated! 

‘The gaming industry is not the only fie! 
being revolutionized by nationalism. The 

hilippine music scene, which has, for the 
past few years, been inundated with fore 

s is once more brimming with local talen 

ngs that speak of Philippine pride, like 
Bamboo's Noypi, became the anthem of u 

king youth. 
cinema is experiencing 
The rise of indepen 
sparked renewed interest in 
th the youth sector trooping 
a houses to watch, 
al productions. 

Sadly, this strong resurgence of 
nationalism seems to be limited to the youth 
‘Among other groups, a preference for foreign 
goods and products is still prevalent. A lot of 
the box office hits are still the foreign movi 
In upscale cinema houses, people patiently 
join the queue despite the long lines, while 

a few theaters showing local movies remain 


a renaissance 
filmmaking hi 


shoppers prefer big-name foreign 
branded clothes, flooding malis during sale: 
to get a chance to purchase their dream 
imported brand clothes v 

down. Puzzling really, since despite th 
lowered prices, most are still more expensiv 
than regular priced items from quality 
brands. 

PX Goods ke a killing 
selling everything from canned goods to toilet 
paper. The thought that local products could 
be better doesn’t usually occur to the shopper 

This preference can’t easily be justified 
with sound reasoning. But one explanation 
makes sense: Colonial mentality. An age-ol 
way of thinking instilled in Filipinos since th 
Spanish ages, colonial mentality regard 
foreign ways as better and should b 
mimicked, But what's really better for 

ipinos? Imported goods or products mad 
with them specifically in mind? 

Perhaps the Filipino youth kno 
something older people don’t. Something that 
compels them to champion what they believ 
and take pride in. Something about ho 
nationalism can make an economy grow. And 

ing about how colonial mentality c: 


ores still n 


I's never too late for an old dog to learn 
tricks. And maybe this time, the old do 
e young. 


5100,00 


3.1250% | 3.2500% | 3.3750% 
3750% | 


3 months | 3.2500% | 3.3750% | 3.4375% | 3.5000% 
. 6 months | 3.3750% | 3.4375% | 3.5000%| 3.6250% | 
| 12 months | 3.4375% | 3.5000% | 3. 3.7500% | 


4375% 
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Gov't expects billions in savings 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT EXPECTS TO GENERATE 
billions of pesos in savings from 
this year, as the peso strengt 
US dollar, while interest rates are seen to de- 
line further. 

In a sensitivity a 
Finance said the national government 
save P4.369 billion this year for every unit of pe- 
so appreciati 


P56:$1, and that the benchmark 91-day Trea- 
sury bill rate would hit 8 percent. 
Strong infu 


abroa 


t the dollar. 
2:$1 level sin 


said that there is even a pc 
would hit the 51 
Toi 


sibility that the peso 
he dollar le 
rates have also be 
increases 
securities, and the 
he supply of Tbills and bonds 
e of the government's dwindling bud: 


The Bureau of the Treasury earl 
nounced that the government's domestic bor- 
rowing program for the first quarter of this 

ar was set at P75 billion, or 47 percent low- 
er than the P142 billion borrowed during the 
same period of last year. 

‘Till rates dropped across all maturities 
last week, with the 91-day tenor breaching 


cent, the lowest 

The government had set a budget deficit 

180 billion last year, but the Trea 

sury said the actual deficit figure could be 
lower than P160 billion. 

the Department of Finance, head agency 
of the Treasury, will announce the official 
2005 budget deficit figure today. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2006 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


ER FACE ALWAYS BREAKS 

Her personality is so “un- 
Citibank.” Stiff was how the bank 
was 10 years ago when it was dom- 
inated by males in grey and navy 
blue suits. 


small and unassuming from the street, but it 
stands on 2,500 square meters of rolling ter- 
rain. 

‘The house can host over five different par- 
ties without one group seeing or disturbing 
the other. 

She says she is sad about leaving her home. 
She knows she will not enjoy this much space 
‘when she moves to an apartment in New York 
but she vows to visit the Philippines once ev- 


B2 


the focus of Citibank chair Sanford Weill. Her 
job is to ensure that all aspects of the bank's 
‘operations are in compliance with govern- 
ment and bankrules. 

Critics have commented that she is being 
kicked upstairs but its just talk. Nina has 
headed the Philippine operations for almost 
six years—almost twice the usual three years 


MOVING) B2-2 


But Citibank N.A's first female country 
manager for Global Consumer Bank Nina D. 
Aguas brought more than just her smile and 
woman power to the bank. 

‘She fought and won battles for the country 
that in the end showed, despite her successes, 
that her heart is in the right place. 

BusinessMonday visited her in her sprawl- 
ing Spanish-style home in the southern part 
of Manila. As soon as she sees us, she breaks 


cma ASTAN DRILLING & PUMPS 


opens her arms wide 
Avecilla Ext, BF Resort. Las Piñas City 


Join the first major 


OFW event of the year! 


cepted a Citibank job 
in the United States 

> THE NATIONAL MIGRANT 
SUNDAY in BATANGAS 


as head of Corporate 

Center Business 

Compliance, a global 

position. She will be 

the first to occupy the 

post—an area that is 
March 4 & 5, 2006 at the Provincial Sports Complex 
& Trade Bion Cores Bolbok, E 
a great weekend of symposia, trade exhibits, job fair, 
producer's market and fongge, variety show, 

talent contests and sports competion. 

Biggest gathering ever of Migrant Families in 

the CALABARZON. 


in welcome. 
Tei. Nos.: 871-5867 - 874-0037 - Telefax: 875-2575 


Dressed in jeans, 
SERVICES: 


white blouse and big 
white pearl necklace 
and earrings, she * PERCUSSION & ROTARY 
gives a personal tour DRILLING 
of her villa-like + WELL REHABILITATION & 
abode, regaling us ‘SUBMERSIBLE PUMP SERVICING 
with linie stories + SELLS SUBMERSIBLE & 
eat F anaes HOUSEHOLD PUMPS: 
pee Er GRUNDFOS, GOULDS, MYERS, 
imishings and col- FRANKLIN MOTOR & 
PRESSURE TANK 


lections from all over 
+ RESIDENTIAL DEEP WELLS 


the world that deco- 
2° & 3" DIA WELL CASING BY 


rate the pl 
Ths hous 200-600 FEET DEPTH 


> 


NINA Aguas in her Spanish-style home 


A Project ior the Lipo Archdoceton Commision on Migration & Minion of Systermat - PRODEX 


The house looks OCP Bonk Cone Soledo Viloge, Mokot,prodex i= iys cons wew- prodan- biz 


Experience the rare opportunity to hear success stories straight from today's 
taipans and fellow entrepreneurs, as weil as meet entrepreneurship students and 
representatives of distinguished institutions and organizations, all coming together 
to interact and support the culture of enterprise in the country. 


| 


02 23-25 06 


l 
4 


a 


‘Supported by: 

PCE BOARD OF TRUSTEES: Joey A. Concepcion ill (Chairman), Tony Tan Caktiong, Socorro Ramos, 
Dr. Rolando Hortaleza, Atty. Felipe Gozon, Harley Sy, Vivienne Tan, Joselito Campos BUSINESS 
ORGANIZATIONS: Entrepreneur Organization, Anvil Business Club, Chinese-Filpino Business Club, Junior 
Chamber International - Manila, Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Philippine Franchise 
Association, Association of Filipino Franchisers, Inc., Philippine Retallers Association, Foodcart Association 
of the Philippines GOVERNMENT: Department of Science and Technology (DOST), Department of Education 
(DepEd), Commission on Higher Education (CHED), Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), UP Institute 


Educators, microfinance providers and business franchisees, this is your chance 
to lead your associates in an alliance to elevate the Filipino entrepreneur onto the 


ranks of the world’s best. And if you wish to participate as an exhibitor or as an 
‘event sponsor, simply call Ms. Joan Zacate at 637-9347 or 631-8101 local 7188, 


0920-9269232 or email us at info@pee.com.ph 
O) Philippine 
D 


for booth reservations and inquiries. 
Conter for 


Enweprencurshin MAKE YOUR MARK, Go Negosyo now! 


for Small-Scale Industries, National Youth Commission, Small Business Guarantee and Finance Corporation, 
Office of the Presidential Consultant for Entrepreneurship EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS: Entrepreneurship 
Educators Association of the Philippines, Thames Intemational School & College, Asian institute of Management 
~ Aslan Center for Entrepreneurship; FOUNDATIONS: Aurello Periquet Jr. Foundation, Colayco Foundation 
for Education Inc., Gerry Geronimo Productions Inc., Leading Entrepreneurs Towards Sensing Global 
Opportunities (LET'S GO), Philippine Emerging Startups Open, The Master Lighthouse Foundation, Inc., 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION: International Labor Organization 


Introducing 


+ Higher Interest Rates 
+ Easy Reconciliation » Speci 


eat 


* Automatic Fund Transfers 


For the Branch nearest you, cali 521-7451. Or visit us at www.maybank2u.com 


It’s all you need in a premium checking account! 


* FREE Personal Accident Insurance 


Å 
al Discounts & Privileges SOON 


| 
i 
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WHEN A GROUP OF SOLDIERS FOUND 
themselves locked away in a German prison 
camp during World War Il, they easily could 
have waited out the end of the war there, Or, 
they might have made a 
few small attempts to free 
one or two people. 

‘At one such camp, how- 
ever, the goals were much 
bigger. These prisoners or- 
ganized themselves around 
the collective goal of free- 
ing 250 soldiers in one 
night, Their story became 
the basis for the 1963 
movie, “The Great Escape.” 

Imagine the teamwork required to pull off 
such an ambitious goal. Groups of prisoners 
had to engineer and dig tunnels, build sup- 
ports from wooden slats, dispose of dirt, ere- 
ate bellows to pump air into the tunnels, and 
light the tunnels, 

‘According to one list, the supplies included 

14,000 bed slats, 1,370 battens, 1,699 blankets, 
52 long tables, 1,219 knives, 30 shovels, 600 

+ feet of rope and 1,000 feet of electric wire. 

In addition to finding materials for the tun- 
nels, each escapee would need civilian clothes, 

` German papers, identity cards, maps, home- 
‘made compasses and emergency rations, 

Everyone had a job, from tailors to pick- 
pockets to forgers. There were even teams 
that specialized in distracting the German sol- 

i diers. 

“It demanded the concentrated devotion 
and vigilance of more than 600 men—every 

1 single one of them, every minute, every hour, 
every day and every night for more than one 
year,” John Sturges, who directed the movie 
account, once said, “Never has the human ca- 
pacity been stretched to such incredible 
lengths or shown such determination and 
such courage.” 

‘To pull off such an elaborate mission, the 
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soldiers moved beyond cooperation and into 
collaboration. You see, there's a difference be- 
tween cooperation and collaboration, 

Cooperation is working together agreeably. 

Everybody sits down, and 
they're agreeable. Collabo- 
ration is working together 
aggressively; and there's a 
world of difference be- 
tween those two. 

There are four changes 
needed to become a collab- 
orative type of a player: 

1. Perception. You need 
to see teammates different- 
ly; you need to see them as 
collaborators, not as competitors. 

2, Attitude. As a team player, you need to 
be supportive, not suspicious, of teammates, 
because if you trust others, you'll treat them 
differently—you'll treat them better. 

3. Focus. A collaborative type of team play- 
et concentrates on the team, not himself or 
herself. Cavett Roberts said it right: “True 
progress in any field is a relay race and not a 
single event,” so the focus is different. 

4, Results. You begin to create victories 
through multiplication, 

‘One is too small of a number to produce 
greatness. In fact, nothing can be accom- 
plished in a great way without help. You have 
to learn to collaborate. You have to learn to 
come together. 

‘When you're developing a team that collab- 
orates, it begins to be aggressive, not just 
agreeable. And it begins to accomplish a vision 
that mere cooperation never would allow. 

(For information on John Maxwell's in- 
house or public leadership or teamwork work- 
shops, please email us at maxwell@inspire.ph 
or call 813-2732/03 and ask for Gina. Text 
MAXWELL ON to 4632 (Smart) to get daily 
SMS leadership insights from John Maxwell 
God bless!) 
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NINA (second from right) with some of the members of her senior management team. (From 
left) Ailene Litonjua, Cecille Fonacier and Benjie Oliva. 


Moving further. 
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that top officials stay in a post. 

in her new job as a Filipino expatriate, Nina 
has to create a template to outline what she 
has todo. 

“Ies a new function that is not yet defined. I 
have to develop the mandate and the charter 
for it," she says. 

After a tour of the house which took about 
halfan hour, we sit for breakfast of longganisa 
and corned’ beef. She breaks into a hearty 
laugh that reminds you of your carefree 
school days, when cares were best left to 
adults 

Not that Nina has no cares. Her position in 
Citibank carries responsibilities enough for 
10 lifetimes. 

But her secret lies in two words, “Enjoy 
life.” 

“Personally, [like to have fun. That is some- 
thing that is never missing with me. Even 
when deadlines are tight and the pressure is 
on, Itake time out to laugh and enjoy the little 
things in life,” she said in a previous interview 
with the InquineR, 

‘And Nina knows how to make herselflaugh 
even in the most stressful situations. 

One time, the country managers were 
asked to make reports to Citibank’s top hon- 
chos. As always, she looked and felt relaxed. 
A tense colleague asked why she was so re- 
laxed. 

Nina laughingly whispered, “I just think 
that like you and me, all of them go to the 
bathroom too!” 

‘The smile, the outfits and the jewelry of 
this effervescent lady will be missed in the 
halls of Citibank at Eastwood City in Libis. 

Nina changed many things in Citibank and 
achieved great strides in representing the 
Philippine operations in the American con- 
glomerate does not have the country on its 
priority list. 

“One of the best complements I received 
when I said 1 was leaving wa’—Who's going 
-to speak for the Philippines now?” she says. 

Nina's post as first female head of Citibank 

in the Philippines was not all pomp and 
pageantry. 

‘When she accepted the top postin Citibank 
in Manila (over Latin American), she did so 
with the intent to help the Philippines, in par- 
ticular, help create more jobs. 

“This she believed could be achieved by con- 
vincing the bank to invest more in the Philippines, 

But it was not an easy task to do in a com- 
pany, which had its eyes on Russia, China and 
India. 

Her efforts were made harder by the fact 
that Citigroup had been rethinking some of its 
foreign acquisitions and was not in a spend- 
ing mode. This did not deter the feisty Nina. 

For four years, “ talked to whomever will 
listen” about Citibank acquiring a local sav- 
ings ote in the Philippines. 


‘The law limits the branch network of for- 
eign banks to only nine, However, they can 
‘own savings banks, 

“How can you compete against local banks 
which have 600 branches?” Nina points out. 

So for years, she lobbied for the purchase of 
a savings bank—a strategy adopted by other 
foreign banks to expand their market. 

By some stroke of luck, she was finally giv- 
en the nod to buy one. Life then became more 
frenzied than ever. “It was a monumental ef- 
fort,” she says to deseribe the move to acquire 
Insular Savings Bank. 

‘There were times she regretted her move. 
But she plodded on. 

Tt took almost a year for the acquisition to 
be finalized, creating Citbank Savings. The 
experience more than anything showed how 
capable Filipinos are, Nina says. 

‘When everything was signed, Nina says: “It 
was a moment to experience, Some guys from 
New York said if they could only bottle the en- 
ergy and send it to other countries...” 

‘While still pushing for the acquisition of a 
savings bank, Nina also proposed that 
Citibank go after the remittance business. 
“Nobody wanted to believe it," she says. 

‘But Nina showed the numbers—50 percent 
of the remittances worldwide go to the Philip- 
pines, half of these come from the United 
States, And 60 percent of the remittances that 
come from the US come from California, 

Citibank first opened a remittance center in 
San Francisco and so far this is proving to be 
quite a good biisiness for the bank. 

‘On top of these, she was able to push for the 
opening of a call center—Crescent Ser- 
vices—for Citibank in Manila. Crescent was set 
up in 2004 to provide business process out- 
sourcing, call center and IFrelated services to 
various Citibank entities around the globe. 

When the acquisition of Insular Savings 
was nearing its final stages, Nina got an offer 
for the global position. She told the bosses she 
could not think of it because there were still 
loose ends to be tied. 

‘That was September 2005. Come the next 
three months, she was being hounded for a 
decision. 

Asin all things in her life, Nina, who hears daily 
mass, prayed over the decision and consulted her 
family, especially her husband, Mario, a former 
partner at SGV & Co, He told her it was only for 
three years. The five children were wary at first 
but later agreed to the change, 

‘Nina and Mar's boudoir is in the midst of 
being packed. When we interviewed her, the 
packers were around and some of the fumi- 
ture had tags—to mark those that will be 
brought to New York. 

She is excited but not overly concerned 
about her new post. 

Nina is not one to plan her life nor worry 
about what lies ahead, For somebody who start- 
ed her career late—she joined Citibank when 
she was in her late 20s, some 24 years ago. 

She put her husband's career and her fami- 
ly ahead of her own, Yet she still succeeded in 
her career and continues se higher, 
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WITH THE ADVENT OF A NEW YEAR, 
it will be a wise move for the individu- 
al with responsibilities to utilize the 
concepts of personal risk management 
on the subject of one's accumulated 
assets and contingent liabilities, 

This should be done on an annual 
basis as an unexpected serious illness 
or sudden death will prove prejudi- 
cial to the best interests of the family 
and loved ones. 

‘The first step in managing personal 
risks is to undertake a detailed inven- 
tory of one’s assets and liabilities 
through which one can ascertain with 
reasonable accuracy the values of risk. 

What are the assets that an individ- 
ual gives priority attention to protect 
or conserve, Usually its his residential 
home, its contents, his ear and invest- 
ments in real estate, businesses and in 
shares of listed companies in the stock 
exchange. The house, its contents and 
other real estate properties may be in- 
sured against the risk of fire and natu- 
ral perils and this technique is known 
as risk financing which transfers risk 
to commercial insurers. 

Driving a car is also an exposure to 
risks which also can be assumed by an 
insurer. However, it is not possible to 
ensure the safety or liquidity of in- 
vestments as it depends on a multi- 
tude of factors beyond one’s control. 

"There's a saying that good health is 
etter than wealth and this can only 
be achieved by controlling one's life 
style and following a regime of mod- 
eration in all types of activities. This 
reflects the application of risk control 
and avoidance although if one is af- 
fected by a sudden dreaded disease 
then the costs of hospitalization and 
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AMERICAS LEADING ECONOMY- 
budget hotel chain, Microtel, is 
‘building its first resort-styled branch 
in the Philippines beach capital of 
the Philippines-Boracay Island. Mi- 
crotel is planning to open the 60- 
room Microtel Inn & Suites Boracay 
by October this year which will have 
a full-service restaurant and swim- 
ming pool, according to Jose Mari 
del Rosario, CEO-president of Micro- 
tel inn & Suites (Pilipinas) Inc. 

Microtel Boracay is a novelty for 
the Atlanta-based hotel chain that 
specializes in affordable, well-main- 
tained lodging facilities in North 
America and several countries in- 
cluding the Philippines. 

Del Rosario says he was able to 
convince Microtel to agree to a few 
changes in the design of Microtel 
Boracay to blend in its resort setting 
because of the massive potential of 
the beach paradise that has attract- 
ed some of the world leading hotel 
operators such as the Shangri-La 
group ($75 million). 

"We feel that Boracay will continue 


Computerization alone is no 


1OFTEN GET TOLD THAT WE IN THE 
IT community should do something 

about the computerization of the 

election system. There are even those 

who suspect a grand conspiracy, say- 
ing that the cancellation of the Mega 

Pacific Automation contract was done 

to facilitate election fraud in a manu- 

alsystem. 

But we who petitioned the 
Supreme Court to stop the Mega Pa- 
cific Election Automation Contractall 
agree that computerization alone 
would not prevent election fraud. 

Most of us in the IT industry be- 
lieve that computerization will only 
help make the election count faster 
and more honest, but this must be 
done together with necessary people 
and process changes. 

If the computerized counting will 
be done by the same dishonest peo- 
ple, fraud will still happen. 

Tn the 2004 elections, wholesale 
dagdag-bawas was said to have hap- 
pened in Muslim Mindanao through 
the introduction of fraudulent 
precinet election returns or last 
minute massive changes in the mu- 
nicipal and/or provincial certificates 
of canvass. 

‘To stop fraud, computerization is 
not the solution, There should be a 
process of post election audit where 
elegion fraud is investigated and 
prosecuted, This should not be done 
as part of an election protest. 

Whether the winner would be dif- 
ferent is not the issue, Election cheat- 
ing is a criminal offense against our 
nation and our people and should be 
prosecuted as such, Then and only 
then will we get rid of election fraud. 

Retail cheating by changing the 
numbers at the precinct level is diffi- 
cult unless there are no opposition 
observers In jecent years, wholesale 
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‘THE FIRST step in managing personal risks is to undertake a detailed 


inventory of one's assets and liabilities, 


medical treatment would be a great 
financial burden. 

To mitigate this risk, one should 
consider purchasing medical insur- 
ance from a reputable HMO plus a 
special insurance policy to cover 
against medical expenses in the event 
a dread disease like cancer should un- 
expectedly crop up. 

‘The risks involved in sudden death 
can be cushioned by a well-designed life 
insurance program in consultation with 
a career life insurance agent to ensure 
adequacy of the sum insured, the care- 
ful selection of the beneficiaries and 
whether the designation is revocable or 
irrevocable, the latter having a tax-free 
benefit but depriving the insured the 
right to change the beneficiaries. 

Sudden death is a risk that will im- 
pact on the estate of an individual es- 
pecially if there is no will in place. 


Microtel to build in Bora 


to be the prime tourist attraction of 
the Philippines with vistors pouring 
not only in the summer months but 
all year round,” says del Rosario in an 
interview. “We think there are still not 
enough rooms or enough flights to 
accommodate all the tourists wanting 
to go to Boracay” 

Although the costs of building a 
room in an island resort was more 
expensive than the standard cost of 
Microtel inns in Baguio, Eagle Ridge 
(Cavite), Hacienda Luisita (Tarlac), 
and Sto. Tomas (Batangas), del 
Rosario says that this was all worth 
it considering the projected returns 
from the project, 

Except for the pool and restau- 
rant, Microtel Boracay will offer the 
same value proposition as the other 
Microtel inns—clean rooms at value 
rates—that have made ita hitamong 
traveling businessmen. Del Rosario 
says Microtel boasts of having quiet 
and fresh smelling rooms with a bed 
that meets the specification of the 
American Chiropractic Association. 

“Our clients rave about how are 
rooms smell so good and how our bed 
feels so comfortable,” del Rosario 
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cheating was done by changing the 
precinct totals, by substituting re- 
turns and/or changing the municipal 
or provincial certificates of canvass. 

How could cheating be done in an 
automated election with Optimal 
Mark Reading Machines? 

‘At the municipal level, it could be 
done by éreating fake voting ballots 
and then substituting them for the re- 
al ballots, When the machine reads 
the fake ballots, it will generate fake 
election results. Admittedly, this will 
be more tedious than just changing 
results of the returns, or substituting 
the real returns with fake ones. But it 
canstill be done. 

“Testing the machines before'and af- 
ter the count will not detect the fraud. 

"The other way to cheat in an auto- 
mated election is by making changes 
in the tabulation software. This is 
why we preferred a semi-manual sys- 
tem where the counting machines 
would be stand-alone units, 

With stand-alone machines, it 
‘would be easier to detect the loading 
of program changes, In a networked 
system, it would be nearly impossible 
for outsiders like the opposition par- 
ties to detect such software changes. 

‘Again, testing the machines before 
and after the election would be use- 
less, because the changes could be 
downloaded through the network 
Just before the counting, At the end of 
‘counting, the honest program could 
be reloaded. 

‘To make sure that this does not 


‘Thus the preparation of an estate 
plan is a prudent and often over- 
looked step by the individual. In this 
case, one should seek professional as- 
sistance to develop an estate plan that 
will meet his objectives. 

Living too long is also a risk so one 
must prepare a build up of funds that 
will cover the high costs of hospital- 
ization, medicines, doctors’ fees, 
nursing and caregivers’ services in 
one’s old age. 

Finally, an individual should be 
kind and charitable to his less fortu- 
nate fellowmen while corporations 
should include Corporate Social Re- 
sponsibility (CSR) in their mission 
statement. The rewards are of incal- 
culable value and are a fitting end to 
good personal risk management. 
(The author is a Risk & Insurance Man- 
agement Consultant) 
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says. But Jose Marco Hernandez del 
Pilar, corporate secretary of Microtel 
Boracay, says Microtel Boracay would 
target a different clientele, mostly 
families and couples on vacation. 
“Our property will stand out not only 
because of the quality and reliability 
of our rooms and service but also be- 
cause of our location which is very pri- 
vate,” said del Pilar. Del Pilar is a 
member of the Hemandez-del Pilar 
group which has a 43 percent stake in 
Diniwid Beach Hotel Corp. which 
owns the Microtel Boracay franchise. 
‘The other investors in the franchise 
are the Phinma group (43 percent) 
‘which owns the Microtel franchise in 
the country and former Finance Sec- 
retary Jose Isidro Camacho (14 per- 
cent) whose family owned the land in 
Diniwid Beach. The Hemandez-Del 
Pilar group and Phinma are also part- 
ners in Microtel's most popular branch 
located at the Upper Session Road in 
Baguio City. Del Rosario says the Bora- 
cay hotel, Microtels first outside Lu- 
zon, was in keeping with the govern- 
‘ment’ drive to boost tourism facilities 
in the country to attract more tourist 
revenues to boost the economy. 
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happen, we must depend on honest 
people from the vendor, contractors, 
and Comelec. 

Since the manipulation could be hap- 
pening electronically, having a dozen 
observers sitting around is useless. 


Changing structure 

While we are on the topic of orga- 
nization change, let us ask, “Will 
changing management structure or 
government structure result in magi- 
cal organization improvement?” The 
answer again is a resounding NO. 

To have organization improve- 
ment, we must also institute changes 
in other dimensions such as process- 
es, goals, technology, people, culture 
and values. 

Business or national development, 
progress, equitable distribution of re- 
sources, and honesty are less depen- 
dent on organization structure or 
form of government (presidential or 
parliamentary) than on people, cul- 
ture and values. 

Dishonesty in business and corrup- 
tion in government is not eradicated 
by a mere change in organization 
structure, 

People must have the will to get rid 
ofit, and processes to detect and pun- 
ish dishonesty and corruption must 
be implemented, 

‘To summarize, organization im- 
provement is not possible through 
changes in only one organization di- 
‘mension. One must institute changes 
along multiple dimensions. It will be 
difficult, but not impossible to do. 

(The ‘article reflects the personal 
opinion of the author and does not re- 
flect the official stand of the Manage- 
‘ment Association of the Philippines, 
The author is President of Systems Sci- 
ences Consult, Inc. Feedback at 
map@slobenet compi) y N 
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Stock restrictions F; = 


ae Do you have a lot of positive energy to go around? 


IT MUST BE VERY 
frustrating for a Pa 
stockholder who is Keorporate 
going through some ities 
financial problems ecurities 
to be unable to sell 
his shares to the 
highest bidder be- 
cause of corporate 
restrictions, 
"The general rule is, shares in a corporation 
are personal property and therefore they can 
be sold, transferred or disposed of in any 
nanner its owner wants. 
2 So it came as a big surprise to an owner of 
shares of stock in a fairly profitable company 
= who wanted out to learn that its internal rules 
© require her to sell her holdings only to the em- 
ployee-stockholders. 
For obvious reasons, the employees who 
expressed interest in acquiring her shares 
wanted to buy them ata low price. 
>There were non-employees who felt the 
company had good earning potentials so they 
offered to buy her stocks for a much higher 
price. 
But no amount of pleas for understanding 
could make the employee-stockholders in- 
crease their price or make her financial situa- 
tion a justification for the temporary lifting of 
the restriction. 


Right of refusal 

Tt is not uncommon for corporations to put 
clauses in their articles of incorporation that 
limit the ability of their stockholders to freely 
transfer their shareholdings. 

Laboring under the theory that incorpora- 
tors have the right to maintain the original 
mix of their group, some companies insist on 
a “right of first refusal” provision in their or- 
ganic documents. 

‘This means that any shareholder who plans 
to unload his shares is obliged to offer them 
first to whoever may be interested within the 
group before he selis them to outsiders. 

‘To avoid haggling on the selling price, the 
organizers of the corporation usually agree 
on a formula on the valuation of shares ahead 
of time. If no one wants or does not have the 
money to buy the shares being sold, the seller 
is free to look elsewhere for interested buy- 
ers. 


Business matter 

‘The restriction in the disposition of shares 
that has gained judicial recognition is that 
which prevents the sale of stocks of a compa- 
ny to people or entities with competing busi- 
ness interests, more popularly known in the 


Walang ina na ‘di nangangarap ng magandang kinabukasan para sa kanyang anak. 
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reasonable- 
ness of constrai 
imposed on the sale, 
assignment or con- 
veyance of stocks has, 
on a number of occa- 
sions, been raised by affected shareholders 
with the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. 

Since this issue relates to the exercise of a 
business judgment or the appreciation of the 
contractual relationship among stockholders, 
the SEC has refrained from rendering an 
opinion on the propriety or soundness of 
those limitations. 

Instead, the SEC invites the attention of the 
stockholders concerned to Sec. 6 of the Cor- 
poration Code which states that “shares of 
stocks ... may have such rights, privileges or 
restrictions as may be stated in the articles of 
incorporation.” 


Contract 

‘The articles of incorporation constitute the 
contract between the corporation and the 
people who have agreed to join or be part of 
it 

No person can be compelled against his 
will to sign a document whose contents he 
disagrees with. When forced or intimidated 
into doing so, the coerced signatory can im- 
pugn the validity of his signature when the 
compulsive element has disappeared. 

Thus, when a stockholder voluntarily af- 

ixes his signature in corporate documents 
that limit his ability to sell or dispose of his 
shares, he is deemed to have accepted that 
condition and therefore expected to comply 
withit. 

Recognizing that some stockholders may 
not take interest in reading the articles of in- 
corporation before parting with their money 
or are too trusting in corporate solicitations, 
the SEC has, as a matter of policy, required 
that restrictions on transfer of shares must be 
printed on the stock certificates themselves. 

‘This information puts the stockholder on 
notice about the curbs that the corporation 
has imposed on his ability to transact on his 
stockholdings. 

When that restriction later turns out to be 
burdensome for him, he cannot complain that 
itis onerous or unfair. 


(For comments or questions concerning this 
article, you may write to <rpalabrica@inquir- 
er. com. ph>.) 
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Plug N’ Play Your Own 


Contact 
Center 


nformation Overload is an affliction 

most common in any startup, leading 

to paralysis by analysis and followed 

by shutdown swifter than you can 

imagine. tn the booming contact 

center industry, for example. new players have 10 

consider everything from site location, technol- 

ogy platforms, support infrastructure, and agent 

training. Good luck wading through this mess: the 

staggering mountains-of new literature on every 

operational aspect, the countless considerations 

you have to make at every turn. New data multi 

plies everyday and the information becomes 
overwhelming. 

No, information is hardly the problem, 

What you as a new operator need, is simple: 

competence. The information is out there for 


sure, but who knows what to make of it? 


‘What Makes You So Special? 


Your main concern as a new operator is the 
unique quality of your service - are your 
customer's needs being met? Today PLDT OnCalt 
makes it possible for even nontechics to capital- 


ize on the exciting opportunities offered in the 


Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) industry 
among other sectors in ‘this unpanilicied 
growth area of services. The market's out 
there and you can serve it... PLDT OnCall is 
the way for you to go. 

PLDT OnCall takes care of nearly 
everything else including infrastructure 
support with the most reliable platforms and 
solutions thanks to its partnership with Avaya, 
the world leader in contact center solutions. 
All the worrisome details including equip- 
ment maintenance, software upgrades, and 
agent training are all handled for you. This 
allows you to focus on your core competency 
- your customers. 

You can think of it in simple techie 
analogies, it's Plug N' Play. The real golden 
component is your proprictary concept or 
business plan; you can leave all the other 
worrisome stuff in PLOT OnCal’s competent 
hands. You can work on what you do best- 
your Big Idea. 

To find out more about PLDT 
OnCalf, log on to www.pidtoncall.com.ph 
or email bizsolepldt.com.ph, or give us a 
call at 874-7474. 


Call Centers: What You Should Know 


here are basically 
two types of call 
centers (also more 


properly known as 
“contaci” centers). A 
“Premised-based” contact 
center is one that you build 

d maintain on your own, 
while a “Network-based” 
or “Hosted” contact center 
as the name suggests, is 
one which is operated for 
you on a subcontracted 
basis for one or more key 
functions. By far it is the 


most costefficient option for entrepreneurs cager to make a first break in this hot industry. 


PLDT OnCall gives you the most expert hosted contact center solutions, reducing your cost and 
worries the whole way through. Here are just some ways you can make the hosted option work 


for you: 


« Premisec:based contact centers can have immense costs including hardware, software lis 
installation and engincering services, take it from us, the list can get long. Hosted contact centers 


just charge you a low fixed rate per agent or seat ti 


it you operate. 


«+ Premised-based contact centers need to develop and maintain all kinds of operational expertise 


which means pricey staff. These HR costs are const 


ly rising, but are actually lower with Hosted 


kontact centers that have a ready pool of experts and resources at your disposal. 


+ A Hosted contact center's total cost of ownership is lower because you have no maintenance 
and future technology upgrade bills to worry about; upgrades are handled for you. ‘The same 
‘cannot be sald for Premised-based contact centers, they incur huge bills every time they need to 


refresh’. 


«+ Similarly, every time  Premisechbased contact center “scales upwards” because of growing, 
business, this also incurs a huge cost. With a Hosted contact center, you have tremendous flexibil- 
ity in scaling in elther direction, up or down as it suits you. 


+ Disaster recovery! ‘Think of your worst-case sce 


io and it usually Involves a system crash of 


some sort, Premised-based contact centers have to go the long route and set up multiple back-up 
sites and this costs big too. Your PLDT OnCall hosted contact center's network based solution 
inherently supports your business’ seamless operations with no hiccups. Can there"be any 


network larger and more solid than PLDT? 
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Fil Delacruz’s 


ir 


enotic, 


kinetic art 


By Lito B. Zulueta 


IL DELAGRUZ IS RETURNING 
to painting in grand style. But 
it’s not really as if he had aban- 

doned painting in the past. 

More renowned for his mezzotint, lithogra- 
phy and overall printmaking "prowess, 
Delacruz is not a painter-dabbler. Like the 
best visual artists, he works in several medi- 
ums almost at the same time. 

‘And if there's a sign of greatness in him this 
early, his works, no matter the medium or 
gente, have acquired a thematic and artistic 
coherence, His artistic evolution has nothing 
been less than breathtaking, It could be said, 
in fact, that Delacruz now could lay claim to a 
fully developed iconography of his own, 

‘The coherence is evident in his show, "Sam- 
ba,” which opens tomorrow night at The Cru- 
cible Gallery in SM Megamall. The oil-on- 
‘wood works thematically take off from his ex- 
plorations of dualism, nature, and the matri- 
archal spirit that appears as a common de- 
nominator among indigenous Filipino cul- 
tures from such shows as "Dilim and Liwanag” 
Githographs) and “Bulawan” (paintings). Ar- 
tistically, the new show builds on Delacruz’s 
strengths in draftsmanship, composition and 
color bravura 

Of course, there's something new in the 
show. As “canvas,” Delacruz uses wood, espe- 
cially langka Gaekruit) wood, which he paints 
as well as carves and chisels (which means he 
also puts to use his expert skill as a sculptor in 
the new works). The wood mostly comes from 
felled trees, and there's a poignant note here 
of death and destruction transformed into a 
resurrection of sorts by art's intrepid, life-en- 
dowing spirit. 

“The religious leitmotif, “worship,” builds on 
Delacruz’s explorations’ of pantheism, cre- 
ationism, folklore, and feminine spirit. In one 
seamless horizon, he portrays the reverential, 
‘worshipful spirit of man as basically feminine 
and woman. In addition, to this artist, the su- 
pernatural is natural, heaven basically found- 
ed on the here and now. 

‘The Catholic Christian sensibility may balk 
at the New Age proclivity of such a vision, but 
fone must remember that even the Catholic 
liturgy is strong on the ritualistic import of na- 
ture and creation. 

Moreover, the 
Catholic cult of Mary 
shows how the ma- 
temal dimension 
dominates Catholic 
mysticism. 

(Delacruz, after all, 
was a scholar at the 
University of Santo 
Tomas School of Fine 
Ans of the Domini- 
cans, tireless promot- 
ers of the Holy Rosary 
of the Blessed Moth- 
ex) 


Autobiographical 
But where is the 
male spirit in all of 
this? To be sure, the 
spirit as woman is 
seen through the sen- 
sibility of a male 

artist like Delacruz. 
In a way, these are 
intensely autobio- 
graphical works since 
Delacruz had lived 
with the Manobo cul- 
tural communities in 
Sultan Kudarat in 
Mindanao in the ees itt 
si 
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“NADAMA” 


1980s, and it was during this episode that he 
came into both natural and preternatural con- 
tact with the mythological diwata of the 
wilderness. The show is nothing short of an 
artistic confession by an artist whose gender 
otherwise is predisposed to restraint, control, 
and reining-in. 

Ah, but there's really no reining in of 
Delacruz’s compositional verve, exquisite for- 
malism, many-layered graphic boldness, and 
virtuoso colorism. 

“The female figuration is confined mainly to 
visage, which, however, is marked by gestural 
minimalism that defines dramatic mien with 
precision. When Delacruz tackles nudity, he 
melds the female form with flora, and the 
graceful anatomy is contrasted with the rich 
detailing of the foliage. Tt seems nature 
emerges from the woman's stark nakedness, 

“The colors range from rainbow hues to ec- 
static earth tints and celebratory golds. But 


table. 
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“PINAGPALA” 


WR even here, Delacruz remains consistent 


4] with his iconography. 

Gold, for example, is a color of royal- 
ty—and dignity—in indigenous Filipino 
cultures. In medieval culture, gold was a 
symbol of God as well as heavenly illumi- 
nation; in short, wisdom. Worship, in 
both indigenous Filipino and Western me- 
dieval cultures, isa plumbing of the divine 
to achieve enlightenment and wisdom. 

But all ofthis “raid of the unspeakable” 
(the Trappist mystic Thomas Merton's 
phrase) is moored on nature and the here 
and now; in the case of Delacruz’s art, on 
felled wood. It is as if life has been upheld on 
the tomb of the dead (one remembers here 
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National Artist J. Elizalde Navar- 
ros witty remark (Ee À 
a about Delacruz's gold- Wj 2 
) en paintings as indica: SE 
tions of life amid so much ÈE 
j] death in the art scene: “1 } 
J am very glad that for this 
year of abundant bad and 
ho-hum art, Fil Delacruz 
| brings tothe artscenea san- 
guine and golden pro- 
duce”) 
It cannot be otherwise. 
Art as divinity means the 
artist giving up his divine 
attributes in order to experi- 
ence humanity and natural 
vicissitudes: This is the theo- 
logical kenosis, a draining out 
of one’s powers to form a soli 
darity with che fragile ele 
ments. The transformation and 
triumph, however, is achieved 
BP) by kinesis, the sheer artistic energy 
By) of creative demiurge 
The world becomes whole again, 
and balance is restored. In almost all aspects 
of his creation, Delacruz reaffirms at's kenot- 
ic, kinetic spirit. 
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closer than you think. 
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= Rates apply only for new loan releases where purpose is acquisition, 
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* -For every loan amount of P1,000,000 with a 20-year loan term, 
Call 865-8792 or text PSBANK HOME AD <your name> <your landline nos.» 


Shout email address> thon send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-2327 
{ar Globe and other users. 


Now that you're thinking about a new home, call us. 


Or visit 


ny of our branches today. 


By Joanna Marie Grace Romero 


ROM HER HUMBLE 
F beginnings as a fish vendor 
in Malabon to her serious 
entry in the artscene, Lydia Velas- 
co unveils through her art the sto- 
ry of aheroine struggling in a pre- 
dominantly male environment. 

Evident in her art is an expres- 
sionist’s attempt to liberate women 
from preconceived roles and 
stereotypical associations in a 
highly patriarchal society. 

"What she provides isan alterna- 
tive perspective on womanhood by 
depicting unconventional, 
provocative and intriguing women 
attributes. These portrayals of 
‘women combine a sensual, reli- 
gious and motherly touch. 

Her inspirations stem from both 
recollections of her childhood and 
budding years to the deepest emo- 
tions brewing inside her. She even 
recalls the time when she would 
watch her lola chewing nganga 
(betel nut). She has painted works 
of women nganga vendors. 

She transforms women into full- 
bodied creatures to signify strength 
of character. The chinky eyes and 
sharp features add solid details to 
their yellowish tones and muscular 
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frame. The strokes and contours 
that extend freely in her images 
evoke freedom. 

Velasco's art is a progression of 
hues, medium and style, even her 
identity. Her soul-searching in the 
arts in the early ‘90s began with 
sketching women figures and 
painting faceless bodies. 

It was in 1994 when she 
achieved her breakthrough as art 
contemporaries, peers, critics and 
collectors noticed how remarkably 
well she could bring contrast on a 
canvas, using striking blends of 


LEWANDA LIM 


Her painterly fabrications 


yellow, green and red tones while 
piecing together ideas both to cele- 
brate womanhood and reveal her 
inner senses. 

‘She was raised in Navotes where 
she had to start early on selling fish 
at the talipapa of nearby town Mal- 
abon to augment the meager eam- 
ings of her father and help support 
the family, Her father worked as a 
set designer for IVN studios while 
her mother took care of the house 
and reared her other siblings. 

“Gapang kalabaw kami noon 
dahil sa hikahos," she pronounces, 

She took up Fine Arts major in 
Advertising at the University of 
Sto. Tomas and worked under 
prominent art directors such as Ce- 
sar Legaspi and HR Ocampo. She 
was part of Ocampo's art group as- 
signed in creating storyboards for 
soap commercials. Even then, she 
showed an inclination toward 
women figures. 

Lydia retumed to painting in 
1992. She chairs Kulay Marikina, a 
group of artists supporting the 
young art enthusiasts of the city. 
She is also a member of Malang’s 
Saturday Group of Artists. 

Velasco will have an exhibition, 
“La Danse,” which will open on Jan. 
25 at the Centre Gallery of Galerie 


“DANCE” 


Joaquin. The show will feature 35, 
figurative paintings showing the 
evolution of Velasco's art. 


“La Danse” will run until Feb. 8. 
Galerie Joaquin is at 371 P Guevar- 


MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2006 


ra St. con Montessori Lane, Addition 
Hills, San Juan. Call 7239253 or 
7239418. 


Visit wun galeriejoaguin.com or 
e-mail info@galeriejoaquin.com. 


Dadivas at Mandarin, Gabuce at Y, 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


‘THE DIASPORA OF FILIPINO BRAINS AND 
talents doesn't happen only in a few fields 
such as theater, education, medicine, sci- 
ence and technology. The sad fact is, it ex- 
tends even toart. 

You keep wondering why an accom- 
plished artist like Butch Payawal, for exam- 
ple, no longer holds exhibits, until you 
earn the man has gone to the Middle East 
for some advertising job. Multiply such in- 
cident by scores and you'd have a fair esti- 
mate of the loss to Philippine art. 

Fortunately, often these artists do not 
stop from art-making, and living away from 
their homeland only intensifies their art, so 
that when they return they bring with them 
powerful works. 


Such is the case of US-based painter and 


printmaker Lewanda Lim, who is holding 
her first solo exhibit in the country this 
month, 

Lim graduated from the University of the 
Philippines College of Fine Arts, where she 
taught for many years before moving to 
Canada in the mid-1970s. She took her 
master’s degree in Studio Art at the State 
University of New York, and held solo exhi- 
bitions in Massachusetts, Philadelphia, 
New York. 

Now living in Ohio, Lim has returned to 
the local art scene after almost 30 years to 
‘mount “Lewanda's Fabrications,” 18 pieces 
in assorted fabries, until Jan. 24 in West 
Gallery at the Artwalk, 4/L Bldg. A, SM 
Megamall, Mandaluyong City. 

These are fabric collages of variegated 
hues and forms, teetering between tapestry 
and carpet. Not quite Pacita Abad'’s trapun- 
to art, and far from Imelda Cajipe-Endaya’s 
assemblages of textile swatches, Lim's is 
nevertheless painterly in design. 

‘While she explores in oil and acrylic and 
in print (collagraph, etching, monoprint) a 
variety of styles from abstract expression- 
ism to realism (still lifes, landscapes, genre 
scenes with political or environmental 
commentaries), these collages are chiefly 
abstracted yet hinting at figures. 

In the geometrical abstraction of “Ma- 
rine Reverie,” for instance, one perceives 
identifiable shapes, free-floating forms 


“EASY Rhythm” 


IMPRESSIONIST LUZ VERCELLES- 
Dadivas and her son, Oliver John Dadi- 
vas, recently held a joint exhibit with 
artist-schoiar Nestor O. Vinluan former 
dean of the UP College of Fine Arts. at 
the Mandarin Orientai Hotel in Makati. in 
the event, they were given recognition by 
the Philippine-Austrian Cultural Society 
through Austrian Ambassador Herbert 

Jager for their 

artistic contri- 

VISUAL itm Th 
Arts works can be 

privately 
Viewed. Call 0927-4873307 or 6331467. 
CALOY Gabuco will hold an exhibit of 
new works on Jan. 27-Feb. 6 at Galerie Y 
(A/F. SM Megamall) The exhibit consists 
of Mother and Child images as well as 
stil tes and landscapes. 
sites FRED Ramirez's abstracts will be on 
show at the Metro Gallery (P. Guevarra 
St. San Juan) on Jan. 29-Feb. 28. The 
works are the ones featured in the book 
“Modem Art,” published by Marlene 
Aguilar. Ramirez wil also open a show at 
the Artes Figuras Gallery in Bacolod on 
March 3. Call 0927-5335170 or 0917- 
8115399. 


suggesting plants and creatures one can see 
under thesea. 

These pieces are notable for their bold 
color tonality, as in the contrasting har- 
monies of “Marine Reverie” and “Easy 
Rhythm.” The former's cool harmony of 
blue, green and violet accented with 
splotches of red and yellow is a stark con- 
trast to—indeed, a reverse of—the laters 
rich warm harmony of red, orange and yel- 
low accentuated with blue and green. 

These collages were created in six years. 
‘The artist reveals how she came up with 
her technique: "One day, I was challenged 
by the tangles of knitting and embroidery 
threads rhat settled in my fabric and sewing 
boxes. And 1 didn't want to throw them 
away. Suddenly a bulb lit up in my head, 
and, presto, I started cutting up the threads 
and randomly dropping them on a plain 
fabric.” 

‘The exhibit's information sheet relates: 
“She ran them on the sewing machine in all 
directions, until she achieved an entirely 
new surface and fabric, and added differ- 
ent kinds of fabric to create forms that 
would anchor her compositions. Thus 
‘Lewanda’s Original Wearable Ar? was 
born, gracing the Textile Museum in Wash- 
ington, DC, and a prestigious artisan 
gallery along Madison Avenue in New 


AN EXHIBIT featuring artworks by the Oro- 
bia family—impressionist Maestro Orobia 
and his sons Bastee, Abe and Juan—is 
‘ongoing until Jan. 27 at the Central Atrium, 
Robinsons Place Pioneer, Mandaluyong 
City. Cal 5691812, 0921-4825908, 0925- 
3165554, or e-mail orobiakpp@ya- 
hoo.com or hsipwm2@yahoo.com.ph. 


STEPHANIE Coyluto wilt exhibit her pho- 


THE INTERNATIONALLY 


by the seaside. 


of Dauis. 


nicipality of Alicia. 
Sitio Manaol in Barangay Tabalong. 


Dauis, Bohol. Call (038) 5022008. 


nial Imagination,” by Benedict An- 
derson, Jan. 24, at the Tambunting 
Hall, Museum of the Filipino People, 
National Museum. 

The first part of the launch is the 
“Pang-ulo” lecture, part of a series of 
activities for the exhibition “Pang- 
ulo: Philippine Ideas about Heads, 
Headwear and Heads of Communi- 


À 


“Under Threg Flags” explores the 


Donations to the Heritage Fund may be sent 
to Assumption of Our Lady Shrine, Poblacion, 


“GREEN Mango,” by Fred Ramirez 


tographs in the show “Shifting Phases” 
‘on Jan. 25 at The Gallery, 3/L, Manila 
Peninsula Hotel. The exhibit will feature 
30 works, a mix of black-and-white silver 
gelatin prints and digital prints, and col- 
ored digital prints. From Jan. 28 to Feb. 


AC- 


CLAIMED Loboc Children’s Choir 
will perform in a benefit concert, 
“Dauis sa mga Awit: A Dinner Con- 
cert,” on Jan. 28 in Dauis, Bohol. 
“The concert is part of the fiesta celebration of 
Dauis. Ir will take place at the scenic church plaza 


‘The concert will formally establish and launch 
the Assumption Shrine Heritage Fund, which 
will work for the restoration and preservation of 
the historic Roman Catholic church and convent 


Donations of P500, P1,000 and P5,000 will be 
accepted by the foundation during the event. 
‘Aside from the Loboc Children’s Choir, per- 
formers include the Alicia Bamboo Ensemble, a 
group of public elementary pupils from the mu- 


A fluvial parade carrying the image of Our La- 
dy of the Assumption will be held on Jan. 29 at 


‘a 
LOBOC Children's Choir 


Lecture and new book by Benedict Anderson 


ANVIL PUBLISHING INC, AND THE 
National Museum will host the lec- 
ture-book launch of “Under Three 

‘Anarchism and the Anti-Colo- 


impact of avant-garde European lit- 
erature and politics on Rizal and his 
contemporary, the pioneering folk- 
lorist Isabelo de los Reyes, who was 
imprisoned in Manila after the vio- 
lent uprisings of 1896 and later in- 
carcerated, together with Catalan 
anarchists, in the fortress of Mon- 
tjuich in Barcelona. 

Anderson considers the complex 
intellectual interactions of these 
young Filipinos with the new “sci- 
ence” of anthropology in Germany 
and Austro-Hungary, and with post- 
Communard experimentalists in 


“BASKET of Flowers,” 
by Luz Vercelles-Dadivas 


5, the exhibit wll be on display at the 
Heritage Art Center (4/L, Building A, SM 
Megamall). 


“MYTH and Meaning,” an exhibit by the 
Mangyan Heritage Center, is on view at 
‘MuseumSpace, 2/F Ayala Museum, until 
today. Cali 0918-7337927 or 7577117 to 
21. 


SIO Montera will open his latest exhibit 
of abstracts, “Evolution,” on Jan. 27 at 
‘SM City Cebu. The exhibit is largely au- 
tobiographical and presents labor-inten- 
sive works on such themes as historical 
progression, spiritual awakening, social 
transformation and mandala. The exhibit 
runs until Feb. 11. Call (032) 2319851 


E.R. TAGLE will hold an art workshop to 
introduce the use of charcoal, watercol- 
or, oil pastel and mixed media, with fo- 
cus on subjects such as family unity, 
hard work, love of God and care for the 
environment. Call 8112432 or 0927- 
5522288. 


Concert to benefit Bohol church conservation 


BRE 


Paris, against a background of mili- 
tant anarchism in Spain, France, Italy 
and the Americas, José Marti's armed 
uprising in Cuba, and anti-imperialist 
protests in China and Japan. Thus, he 
depicts the dense intertwining of an- 
archist internationalism and radical 
anticolonialism, 

‘Anderson is professor emeritus of 
International Studies at Cornell Uni- 
versity. 

Call Anvil at 7471622. The book 
will be sold at special launching 
prices of P395 and P180 during the 
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Integrating heritage with development policy 


Conclusion 


CHINA PASSIONATEly 
rejected the decaying 
heritage architecture in 
its old cities, pulled them 
all down quickly for in- 
stant replacement with 
towering structures. 

However, after a 
decade of rapid expansion and modernization, 
China has learned to value its architectural 
heritage and to see to it that neighborhoods of 
old architecture have an important place in 
modern China. 

‘The old neighborhoods give new China an 
identity, a link with the rich history of the Chi- 
nese people, and a validation that, despite the 
highly modernized lifestyle in Chinese cities 
today, the traditional living patterns as seen in 
old houses remain applicable in today’s 
lifestyle. 

Tn Shanghai, the old houses in a traditional 
neighborhood were conserved and reused to 
become today's Xintandi, a widely successful 
entertainment shopping destination that com- 
pines old and new with stunning architectural 
results. Financially the development is a suc- 
cess as well, proving that money can, indeed, 
be eamed from conservation. 

‘Today itis one of the most popular destina- 
tions for locals and tourists in the city, a stellar 
example of how old architecture can continue 
to serve our 2006 lifestyle. 

‘The Xintandi example, contrary to popular 
belief, proves that conservation is progressive. 
It does not freeze a city and its people in their 
past. Although conservation builds on the past, 
it brings the city forward into the future, which 
is the rationale behind the development of a 
successful heritage and development plan. 

Freezing residents into an old life pattem 
simply because they happen to live in a her- 
itage area goes against development goals. It 
prevents their successful integration into the 
2st century. 

Usually residents of heritage neighborhoods 
are forced to relocate. Their abandoned hous- 
es become the nucleus of a redeveloped neigh- 
borhood that changes in use from residential 
to commercial without considering that resi- 
dents have the right to benefit from neighbor- 
hood improvement. 

During the Xintandi recycling process, the 
attention was solely on conserving and reusing 
the heritage structures without consideration 
for the original residents who eventually were 
displaced. The Xintandi setting was conserved 
at the expense of the original living pattern. 

Conservation practice today looks at con- 
serving both the heritage structures and—as 
much as possible—the original living pattem 
thathad taken place within them so that every- 
one would benefit—city, developers, and resi- 
dent stakeholders. 

1n considering the content of development 
guidelines vis-à-vis conservation of heritage, 
there are guidelines that illustrate various ap- 
proaches to the issue. A suggested reference 
list: 
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Unique book 
on Pampanga 


A UNIQUE TWO-VOLUMES-IN-ONE 
book on Pampanga will be launched on 
Jan, 28, at Casa Nena, St. Therese of 
Lisieux Bldg., Holy Angel University, in 
Angeles City. 

The book, by Alex Castro, will be pre- 
sented by the Juan D. Nepomuceno Cen- 
ter for Kapampangan Studies, of which 
Castro is a consultant/museum curator. 

Mabalacar’s history unfolds on the first 
part of the book, "Scenes from a Border- 
town and Other Views," which pieces to- 
gether the town history from diverse pri- 
mary historical sources as the unpub- 
lished Luther Parker Collection, Histori- 
cal Data Papers, archival materials ob- 
tained by the Genter from the National Li 
brary like the Brecciones and Estadisticas 
de la Provincia Pampanga, canonical 
books on microfilms as well as Querubin 
Fernnadez’ unpublished manuscript on 
Mabalacat. 

When the book is flipped over, it be- 
comes "Views from the Pampang and 
Other Scenes,” a visual feast of essays 
based on the author's vast collection of 
Kapampangan-themed pictures 
amassed through the years. 

‘To lead the book launching are Mabal- 
azat Mayor Marino P Morales and Pam- 
panga board member Dr. Prospero Lag- 
man, Art critic Cid V Reyes will deliver 
remarks, 

Castro is a Makati-based advertising 
executive who still goes home to his na- 
tive Mabalacat during weekends. He 
hails from Sta. Ines. This is his first book 
and a fitting tribute to his town which is 
celebrating its 294th birthday on Feb. 2. 


wee e 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


LIFESTYLE 


"The Venice Charter,” 
Intemational Council on 
Monuments and Sites (Ico- 
mos), Paris 
Historic Towns Char- 
ter,” Icomos, Paris 
‘e"Vernacular Architec- 


e*The Burra Charter” 
Icomos, Australia 

“Principles for the Conservation of Her- 
itage Sites in China,” The Getty Conservation 
Institute, Los Angeles, CA, USA 

‘¢“Hoi An Charter,” Unesco, Bangkok 

“Preservation Districts for Groups of His- 
toric Buildings in Kyoto,” City Planning Bu- 
reau, Kyoto, Japan 

“Yogyakarta Regulation about Building,” 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

‘© “Ordinance #04, An Ordinance Enacting 
the Preservation and Conservation Guidelines 
for Vigan Ancestral Houses,” Vigan (World 
Heritage Property), Philippines 

‘© “PD 1616, Rules and Regulations G 
erning the Development of Intramuros,” 


smooth opening, tactile design: 
use your voice'to dial hands-fr 
replay your memories on video. 
be elegantly wire-free with 
Bluetooth” connectivity. 


Manila, Philippines 

‘© “Conservation Guidelines and Technical 
Supplements,” Urban Redevelopment Authori- 
tyof Singapore 

‘© “Maintaining Historic Buildings,” Nation- 
al Parks Service (US), Department of the Inte- 
rior 

‘© “Preparing a Historic Preservation Ordi- 
nance,” Report No. 374, American Planning 
Association Advisory Service 

The time is right to begin thinking of devel- 
opment programs that are sensitive to heritage 


fill your phone at hellomoto.com/ph 


{UsTRATON: ANTHONY MSTADES 


conservation as a means of improving quality 
of life and establishing a sense of pride of place 
among Filipinos. Such programs may even re- 
sult in the Filipino rediscovery of the excel- 
lence of his culture, something so sadly lacking 
in the psyche of today's population. 

And to bring everything into reality, why not 
a pilot project to serve as a model to prove that 
itis possible for all sectors to work together to- 
‘ward development and heritage conservation. 


E-mail the author at afvillalon@hotmail.com 


Conservation 
means 
conserving 
not only the 
structures 
but also the 
original 
living 
patterns 
within such 
structures 
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British 
Council 
hosts 


7 outh 
banking needs Hea 


‘THE BRITISH COUN- 

Banco de Oro cil is hosting the 

z Young Global Citi- 
Julia Vargas Branch zens Camp in Davao 


as part of its Connect- 
1BP Bldg. Julia Vargas Ave. Taa i Pate pit 


Ortigas, Pasig City gram. 
The program aims 
to facilitate dialogue 
TEL. NOS3A38-7071; 914-8762 between young peo- 
plein the UK and oth- 
er countries so that 
they can explore 
BANKING HOURS: s Feed their own and each 
a Í| others identities and 
` . on $4 leam more about 
8:30am - 5:30pm a a 
a epg] interests. 
MONDAYS - FRIDAYS oe $ The Young Global 


: : Citizen's Camp seeks 
‘The future is in your hands. Get the power behind success. rs toempower potential 
John Robert Powers has a program for you. Personality Development. ey cs Te soung tenders ube: 
‘Communication Skils. Executive Grooming. Acting. Modeling. rs he : poe PaPa 

‘A full range of workshops just right for the up and coming executive : r eoan. 
Earn the worldwide John Robert Powers Certificate. ‘The camp is going 

on at Davao's Eden 


CALL NOW. 892 9544 | (°F n aT 


Fifty young people 
from the UK, Viet- 
nam, Malaysia, In- 


F salt 3gt Baal 3 E donesia and” the 
Os Rial Ban A oe Lo” are tak- 


www Johnrobertpowers.com Were git : deny ae 
4F Casmer Bldg, 195 Salcedo St. FA 8971390) or Patrick 
Legaspi Village, Makati City oi 


° Erestain —_(0918- 
‘CONVENIENT PARKING NEARBY ot wie 9300708/(02)914 
1011 loc. 154) 


Apostol lectures 
on journalism 
amid crises 


EUGENIA DURAN-APOSTOL, POUNDING 
publisher of the Philippine Daily Inquirer, will 
deliver the third annual UST Varsitarian José 
Villa Panganiban (JVP) Professorial Chair in 
Journalism Lecture on Jan. 27, 2 p.m., at the 
Thomas Aquinas Research Complex auditori- 
um, UST campus, Espafia, Manila. 

Editor and publisher of Mr. and Ms. Maga- 
zine, Apostol will lecture on responsible jour- 
nalism amid crises in the Philippines. 

Apostol was the Outstanding Thomasian 
Alumna in media in 1999. She graduated 
magna cum laude from UST in 1948 with a de- 
gree in Litt. B in Journalism. She received the 
Knight International Press Fellowship Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Washington- 
based international Center for Journalists, and 
the first Gawad Plaridel, the award given by 
the UP College of Mass Communication for 
lifetime achievement in the media. 

‘The JVP Chair was established by the Varsi- 
tarian, the 78-year-old official student paper of 
University of Santo Tomas, as an annual lec- 
ture on current issues on journalism and the 
media arts. The chair honors the late José Villa 
Panganiban, founder of the Varsitarian. 

Panganiban (June 12, 1903) was a writer, 
journalist, linguist, lexicographer, radio per- 
Sonality, scholar and teacher. He served as di- 
rector of the old Institute of National Lan- 
guage (now the Komisyon ng Wika) and is ac- 
Xnowledged as one of the foremost promoters 
and developers of the national language. 

The lecture is open to the public. Call 
4061611 loc. 8235 and look for Edsel Van D.T. 
Dura (0919-7817011). E-mail us at varsi- 
tar@yahoo.com. 
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PWU recita 


CLARUANE BELLIONES OF THE PHILP- 
pine Women's University former student of 
pianist Jonathan Coo, now under Richelle 
Rivera, will be having her junior rectal at 
the Conrado Benitez Hall, PWU, Taft Ave., 
‘Manila, on Jan. 25, 3 pam. 
Claire, who started learning piano at the 
age of four, was a grand prize winner at the 
2004 Picazo Piano Competition and a final- 
ist in the National Music Competition for 
Young Aniss (Nameya) Festival, Piano 
Competition Category C. She is finishing her 
Bachelor's degree, major in Performance, at 
the PWU School of Musie. 
She will be playing French Suite No. 5 in 
G Major, by JS. Bach; Sonata Quasi Una 
“ Fantasia; Sonata in Eb Major, Op. 27 No. 2, 
Free 1 month subscription | Free SOD access for 1 year | Free unlimited WI-FI access to over 200 hotspots nationwide unt ea. by LY Beethoven; Transcendental Enide in 
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IN GOOD hands with Metrobank. 


HEN BANKING 
executive Anne 
Young was 


tasked to helm the 
Metrobank Card Corp. 
(MCC), the New Zealan- 
der had no qualms. In- 
stead, Young embraced 
the challenge, gathered a 
bright young team of ex- 
perts and, under her 
watch, made MCC one of 
the fastest-growing credit 
card companies in the 
country today. 


Before becoming MCC's 
president, Young has had ex- 
tensive experience in the credit 
card and retail banking busi- 
ness of ANZ Bank in Australia 
and New Zealand. Young was 
integral in the completion of 
ANZ's entry into the Philippine 
credit card industry through its 
joint venture with Metropoli- 
tan Trust and Bank Company in 
MCC. 

It is her personal vision that 
MCC be the result of the 
strength, leadership and local 
knowledge of Metrobank, 
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From left, Metrobank president Antonio Abacan Jr, Xandra Ty, MCC vice chair Anjie Dy-Buncio, Mary Ty, 
MCC president Anne Young, Mary Abacan, and Metrobank vice chair Arthur Ty 


Woman 
on top 


She makes 
sure that 
there’s 


synergy 
between 
Metrobank 
and ANZ Bank 


backed by the technology and 
expertise of ANZ. 

“I attribute the growth of 
MCC to the entire team. ANZ 
lends its structure and systems, 
but our understanding of the 
profile of the Philippine clients 
is not as deep and as good as 
Filipinos themselves. Members 
of our team contribute valuable 
strategies on how to approach 
the local market,” says Young. 


ROLANDO de Leon, former Unibancard senior vice president; 
Antonio Abacan Jr, former Unibancard president and incumbent 


Motrobank president; and George 


Ty, Metrobank chair 


MCC has reached 500,000 
cards—a milestone. As Young 
explains, “Awareness was our 
priority. While everyone knew 
Metrobank as the country's 
biggest bank, very few knew 
that it had credit cards. So w 

had to intensify our efforts in 
creating awareness for oi 

products. Assisted by 
Mecrobank’s reliability and net 
work, it became less tedious 


than we expected.” 

“The next steps,” she adds, 
“include further developing 
quality and client-oriented 
products, and improving client 
service.” 

Young sees only greater 
things ahead. “Prospects are 
looking very positive. Our chal- 
lenge now is to continue 
momentum and hopeful 
ontop.” 


MR. & MS George Ty with Unibancard executives and VIPs 
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METROBANK Card Corp. president Anne Young has made MCC one 
of the fastest-growing card companies in the country today, closing 
2005 with 500,000 cards. 


MCC TEAM heads: (from left) Kitten 

Samaniego, credit; Aloy Alday, sales and 

marketing; Rene de Borja, finance; Arnold 

‘Tom, business technology; Peaches de la 

Cruz, collections; Mikal Rallonza, operations; 
tte Santos, human resources; Xavier 

Javier, compliance 


JOSE Araullo (left), first Unibaneard president and former Philippine 
Savings Bank president, Inks a deal with Antonio Abacan Jr, former 
Unibancard president and now Metrobank president, 


Metrobank Credit Card Corporation makes history 


The credit 
card marks 
its 20th year 
with a bang 


METROBANK CARD CORR 
(MCC) has gone a long way. 

In August 1985, led by Jose 
Araullo as president, Uniban- 
‘card began operations with Uni- 
card as its first product. The 
Dollar MasterCard was then 
launched in 1994 under the 
stewardship of then Unibancard 
president Angelita Jao. 

Under former president Mary 
‘y from 1996 to 2001, Uniban- 
card introduced the Visa Dual 


4 


Currency Card. As a result of 
Metrobank’s acquisition of Sol- 
id Bank and Asian Bank, the op- 
erations of Solid Card and AB 
Card were merged with Uniban- 
card. 

With Unleard’s cardholder 
base at the 145,000 level, U 
bancard unveiled the Value 
MasterCard and started issuing 
a string of Private Label Cards in 
2001. 

Unibancard moved back to its 

r 


original headquarters, now 
called the GT Tower, in 2002 
during the term of president 
Cynthia Valenzuela, The year 
2003 saw Unibank enter into a 
Joint venture with ANZ, one of 
the largest financial institutions 
ia-New Zealand 
region and a company that 
ranks in the world's top 50 
banks, 
Perhaps just as noteworthy 
was ANZ being named Bank of 
a 


the Year fora record six yearsin likewise revitalized existing 
arow. products and services such as 
Valenzuela was named board the Balance Transfers, Rewards 
chair in 2004, and Anne Young and Air Miles Programs, 
became president. This was also Cash2Go, and’M Here. 
the year that Unibancard ase From its humble beginnings 
sumed the name Metrobank offering just one local card, 
Card Corp. MCC marks its 20th anniversary 
MCC has launched a range of as one of the most exciting, re- 
new card products, including spected and sought-after credit 
the PSBank MasterCard, Plat- cards in the country today, 
inum MasterCard, Femme Visa, MCC ended last year with 
and USDollar MasterCard. It 500,000 cards in force. 


ry . ’ 
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Match made from Down Under 


NZ INTERNATIONAL PARTNER- 
ship managing director Owen 
Wilson leads ANZ’s strategic al- 

liances throughout Asia, 

‘One such alliance is Metrobank Card 
Corporation (MCC), a joint venture 
with banking giant Metropolitan Bank. 
and Trust Company. 

‘The executive, who was formerly the 
chief finance officer and chief operating 
officer of ANZ’s Institutional Banking 
Division, shows confidence and wit. “I 
was waiting when I was going to be 
asked about my films,” he says, jokingly 
referring to his Hollywood namesake, 

ANZ is one of the leading banking 
and financial services groups in the 
Australia and New Zealand region, 
More than three million “Down Under” 
bank with ANZ. 

‘The establishment offers a full range of 
financial products and services, including 
personal banking and wealth manage- 
ment, consumer finance, corporate bank- 
ing, investment banking, trade and trans- 
action services, and more. 


ANZ bigwig says 
partnership with 
Metrobank is 
stronger than ever 


On the international frontier, ANZ 
maintains a branch network through- 
out Asia in addition to six consumer 


special kind of busi- 
ness, because no matter how attractive 
a company, the partnership doesn't hap- 
pen unless there is mutual understand- 
ing,” Wilson says. 

“partnership is about comfort and 
trust in the relationship, and we found 
this with Metrobank. We are genuinely 
impressed with the culture of its leaders 
and management. Mr. George Ty and 


Mr. Arthur Ty are extremely wise busi- 
ness leaders and wonderful to work 
with. They put a lot of value on people. 

“The same is true with ANZ. We be- 
lieve people must be inspired and moti- 
vated. This is a corporate value we 
share with Metrobank.” 

“In partnering with a company, we 
have to asses the particular expertise 
‘ANZ brings to the table, and acknowl- 
edge what can be more effectively han- 
dled by our local partners,” Wilson 
adds. 

“In the Philippines particularly, we 
impart our knowledge in risk manage- 
ment, collection processes, and infor- 
mation technology. Each of these 
pects has to be tailor-fit to the Philip- 
pine market.” 

‘The formula has proven effective as 
seen in MCC's rapid growth. “MCC has 
seen enormous growth in its card base, 
at the same time delinquencies have 
been minimized, which shows how ef- 
fective our riskmanagement proce- 
dures are,” explains Wilson. 


He also attributes this growth to the 
increasing demand for eredit cards in 
the Philippines. 

“The Philippines still has a low level 
of credit-card usage compared to oth- 
er countries. There is a challenge to 
create awareness and educate the 
public of the benefits of a credit 
card such as convenience. There 
is still a stigma because it is cred. 
it. Although a challenge, this is 
also a great opportunity and 
that is why we are so opti- 
mistic moving forward. Di 
spite competition, we pre- 
dict the business to bloom 
rosily in the year ahead.” 


HOLLYWOOD looks (and 
namesake) with banking 
expertise. ANZ managing 
tor for international 
partnerships Owen Wilson 
looks forward toastronger Š 
partnership between 
Metrobank and ANZ. 


MCC president Anne Young (center) joined by Manila's hottest designers; Jojie Lloren, Joey Samson, Ivarluski Aseron, Avel 


Bacudio, Dennis Lustico and Randy Ortiz 


‘STRIPED OUT, Abba Napa and Aimee 
Marcos 


& h) 


BEAMING beauties Anna Palabyab and sister 


Marie 


STYLISH SET. Sigalit Djemal, Cesar Gaupo, Lulu Tan Gan with daughter Jessie, 


and Randy Ortiz 


Perks, discounts, privileges 


—all with °M Here 


LOOKING FOR GREAT DEALS AND 
fabulous happenings? Follow the 


stripes! 


"M Here (along with its signature 
stripe) is a distinguishing look that 
allows Metrobank Card holders to 
enjoy perks, discounts, privileges, 


and recreational treats. 


and other exciting shopping, dining 


Aloy Alday, first vice president 


of the Metrobank Card Corpora- 


the 'M Here striped logo, one is 


| tion, says, “Wherever one finds 


sure to have access to exciting of- 


moments 


THE METROBANK PLATINUM MASTER- 
Card provides a variety of power features 
and world-class privileges. 

Metrobank Platinum MasterCard offers 
a generous credit limit to suit the holder's 
varied needs. Its services include 24/7 ex- 
clusive customer assistance hotline, 
concierge assistance, travel planning, busi- 
ness arrangements, entertainment, shop- 
ping, medical care, and others. 

‘The card likewise provides local and in- 
ternational air miles. 


ferings. It is the passport to pur- 
chasing opportunities that make 
the entire experience truly more 
rewarding.” 

Fun-filled events, tons of offer- 
ings, and loads of freebies are what 
you get with M Here. And since "M 
Here is about lifestyle, one can find 
the stripes in restaurants, specialty 
stores, boutiques, hotels, resorts, 
and many more. 

Check out establishments with 
the striped 'M Here sign and have 
accesstotheamazingofferingsthat f 3 aan 
only the Metrobank Credit Card =: 
can bring. So, sign away! 


Platinum 


MODELS Bubbles Paraiso and Nicolette Bell 


TEN 


H 


p 


EXQUISITE naturo forms characterize 
the designs of the Metrobank Platinum 
MasterCard. 


THESE design goodies could be yours with 'M Here. Striped designs by: 
Aseron, Dennis Lustico, Avel Bacudio and Randy Ortiz 
» A + a 


from left) Jocy Samson, Jojle Lioren, Wvarlusk 
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Femme and fabulous 


It’s a credit card 
to suit the 
modern Filipina 


MICHELE Sison designs bags inspired by the Femme lady. Femme 
Visa features include Femme Rewards and monthly Fab Femme 
Friends selection, 
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FEMME VISA OFFERS 
a wide range of fea- 
tures to address the 
needs of a woman's 
varied roles—as a ca- 
reer professional, as a 
mother, wife, | and 
daughter. Femme Visa 
is designed for the dy- 
namic, accomplished 
and well-rounded fe- 
male. 

‘The Femme Visa 
joys international ac- 
ceptance in 42 million 
establishments world- 
wide. Holders may 
share their Femme 
privileges with loved 
ones as they can as- 
sign monthly credit al- 
Jorments to four sup- 
plementary cardhold- 
ers. 

Payment schemes are easy. 
Femme Visa allows options that 
complement the holder's person- 
al finances. Convenient payment 
channels are available. Holders 
may make payments at any of 
600 Metrobank or PSBank 
branches. 

‘Account holders may also pay 


FUN WITH fashion and friends. Give barkada 
timea new beat with Cash2Go BEAT 


Installment Program. 


BEAT, 


FASHION and 
accessories designer 
ele Sison 


through automated 
teller machines na- 
tionwide. 

Femme cardhold- 
ers are entitled to 
perks. New holders 
get three months of 
free subscription to 
Mega Magazine. The 
holders are also auto- 
matically enrolled in 
the JobsDB.com alert 
service. They also get 
to be part of the quar- 
terly Career Femme 
Sessions, covering 
topics such as finan- 
cial management, ca- 
Teer strategies, and 
fashion and beauty 
tips. The sessions are 
in collaboration with 
ABS-CBN Publishing. 

Femme cardholders also regu- 
larly receive Femme Works!, the 
official newsletter of Femme 
Visa. 

‘The publication features horo- 
scopes, discounts, cash coupons 
and freebies 

Other privileges: Femme Re- 
wards and Fab Femme Friends, a 
monthly selection. 
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Woman on top. 


RACE car champs Dante and Jojo Silverio 
A card io strengthen 
filial bond 


BARKADA... 


ARE YOU A PROFESSED SHOPAHOLIC AND 
partyphile? Shop with your friends in style! 

Join the barkada in picking out trendy 
pieces that are sure to be a hit. Whether 
you are choosing for casual Saturday get- 
‘aways or night-outs, it will be a time for 
laughing, giggling, and sheer enjoyment, 
Making it more fun, of course, is 
Metrobank Credit Card’s Cash2Go BEAT 
Installment Program that provides count- 
less benefits to make shopping truly a fun 
and hassle-free experience. 

Through this installment program, 
Metrobank credit card holders can easily 
avail of funds, No need to submit official 
receipts, no more cost estimates, no more 
quotation forms and, best of all, no unnec- 
essary waiting time. What's more, the card 
holder can enjoy instant cash that’s equiva- 
lent to his or her available credit limit. 

‘Availing of cash is also very easy. All 
cardholders have to do is visit a Metrobank 
branch and fill out the Installment Avail- 
‘ment Form. Within an hour, their check or 
cash will be ready for claiming. Cardhold. 
ers can also conveniently choose to pay in 
3-, 6-, 9- and 12-month terms at only 1.25 
percent per month. 

With Metrobank credit cards around, 
shopping just got to be more fun. 


MAKING FAMILY MOMENTS 
more memorable is your priority. 

‘The Metrobank credit card's 
Cash2Go BEAT Installment 
Program is an ideal solution: 
From the simplest presents to 
the more extravagant ones like 
gadgets and relaxing trips 
abroad, finances are never a 
problem. 

This is true for these fathers 
and sons—race car champs 
Dante and Jojo Silverio, and 
doctors Dante and Daffy 
Morales. 

Dr. Daffy Morales says, “My 
dad also discouraged me from 
taking up medicine in the be- 
ginning.” His father, Dante, ex- 
plains, “You don't own your 
time. When a patient gets seri- 
ous, you must drop everything 
and leave.” 

Still, despite the difficulties 
and constraints of being a doc- 
tor, Daffy pushed on. "I saw 
how the patients viewed my 
dad and'there's no better ap- 
preciation you can get than a 
patient saying, ‘Thank you for 
saving my life,” he says. 

Now that father and son 
share the ups and downs of the 
medical profession, they admit 
to becoming even more bond- 
ed by their work. But, when 
asked what's the best treat for 


Family 
togetherness 
gets a boost 


them, both agree: "To travel 
with the entire family, That's 
my wish: to bond and enjoy 
each other's company.” 

Bonding is something the 
Silverios also make time for, 
Racers both, Dante smiles, “I 
remember the 1987 Marlboro 
Freedom Rally. Jojo came in 
first while I was second. I was 
happy he became even better 
than Iwas.” 

Jojo reacts: “My dad beats 
me all the time in the race of 
life. Crossing the line ahead of 
him doesnt mean 1 won; 
maybe he simply gave the 
chance to me. He'll always be 
first for me because he's a spe- 

lguywho always has energy 
for life. Being a great parent 
who supports and gives 
strength to the whole family— 
that is the real race. My father 
wins that, hands-down.” 

With the Metrobank credit 
card around, spending for a 
special occasion will never bea 
big deal. 
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DOCTORS Dante 
and Daffy Morales 
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Rediscovering a N 


By Gibbs Cadiz 


ONFESSIONS, CONFESSIONS. 
Here's one: Until last week we had the 
foggiest idea about the late National 

Artist for Theater Severino Montano and his 

Olympian output of one novel, 150 poems 

and 50 plays in a 65-year lifetime—a remark- 

able record by any standard. 

For a titan of local theater who died only in 
1980, however, we hear pretty little of the 
man nowadays compared to, say, Rolando 
Tinio and Wilfrido Ma, Guerrero, two other 
theater pioneers who share National Artist 
honors with him and whose works continue 
to be recognized through new productions. 

Montano established the Arena Theater at 
the Philippine Normal College in 1953, untir- 
ingly working as writer, director, producer 
and manager to, in his own words, “bring dra- 
ma tothe masses.” 

His roving troupe lugged theater to many 
remote barrios of the Philippine countryside, 
and four of his plays became tour sta- 
ples—the full-length “The Love of Leonor 
Rivera” and three one-act plays, “Parting at 
Calamba,” “The Ladies and the Senator” and 
“Sabina.” 

‘These works were all written in English. 
Last week, the UP Playwrights’ Theater pre- 
sented Montano’s trilogy of one-act plays in 
Filipino (the adroit translation was by Joel 
Saracho, direction by Ogie Juliano) and the 
effect, at least to this theatergoer, was hearing 
a singular—and nowadays rarely heard— 
voice in Philippine theater assume life for the 
first time with all the color, emotion and 
stagecraft of important drama. 


Trenchant 

“Parting in Calamba,” aslice-of-history dra- 
ma, depicts a tension-filled day in the Rizal 
household a few months before Rizal is exe- 
cuted for treason. The menfolk of the house 
have all been locked up, the women are anx- 
ious and fearful, and Rizal himself, feeling the 
noose tighten around him, is a bundle of 
nerves. 

‘Agitated, he lashes out at his mother and 
sisters, sulks, begs them to stay the course, fi- 
nally decides to flee to spare them worse per- 
secution from the Spaniards. We know he'll 
be apprehended on his way to Cuba, and die a 
hero to his people. 

But on this day, he is merely a man on the 
run, afraid for himself and his family. In 45 
minutes or so of no-frills acting and trenchant 
dialogue, out emerges a portrait of Rizal more 
alive, more human than all the hagiography 
that’s been erected around his person. 

‘The lines are heart-tugging: “Sa paglisan 
mo sa tahanang ito, kasama mo ang aming 
taghoy saan ka man magtungo,” says Doña 
Teodora, her face a mask of grief and surren- 
der to her son's unyielding spirit. 

Ermie Concepcion as Doña Teodora leads a 
crackerjack ensemble, with Frances Makil-Ig- 
nacio as the headstrong elder sister Saturnina 
and Francis Matheu as Rizal also making their 
marks. 


Melodrama 

Leah Tarynne Abella, who plays Trinidad in 
“Calamba,” comes into her own in the third 
play, “Sabina,” a social-realist melodrama 
with echoes of Madame Butterfly.” 

Sabina is a barrio lass madly in thrall to an 
‘American merchant, George Price, to the vio- 
lent consternation of her tradition-bound 
family. Abuse and tragedy ensue with their 
forbidden love, and in this shopworn but still 
involving tale Montano exhibits his clear im- 
patience with the brutishness of both blind 
tradition and cosmopolitan flippancy. 

Saracho's translation has some repetitive 
moments that can stand trimming, especially 
Sabina and George's worshipful repartee. But 
Abella’s passionate performance helps the 
play attain the grandeur of true tragedy. 


Gossipy 

‘The second segment, a comedy, satirizes the 
‘gossipy clique of Filipino women in Washing- 
ton—wives of diplomats and government repre- 
sentatives—who spend a day of their social club 
preparing for the visit of a Philippine senator. 

‘The catch is that the women are played by 
men in drag, and the senator is played by a 
woman. Juliano’s conceit (we're assuming 
this wasn't how Montano originally did it) is a 
riot, if brawny men wearing vintage Chanel is 
your thing, 

‘The sight of rouged, stockinged thespians 
like Andoy Ranay (who would transform into 
Sabina's raging brother in the next segment) 
and Ricky Ibe (very funny as the terno-wearing 
‘organizer who "futs her poot down” at batty 
ideas by her co-members) is certainly a hoot. 

Still, all that vamping by a cast so obviously 
thrilled at the chance to play dress-up only 
manages to tamp, even obscure, Montano’s 
pokes at these chattering horde, Done by real 
‘women (who'd see no need for vocal or physi- 
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taanoa san 


ED Pye 


APRAYER TO SERVE 


‘rand nust ty: Jeench nd Calg ae 


Bless our hearts, bless our souls 
Use ws Lord, take conteol, 

Lar them fesi Your love cirongh our waris. 
And Your grace through ourendemons. 
And thi we pray in Your Mose ely Namel 


‘Wah much reverence 

Lod, we come before Your throne. 
Weit our weary hears. 
InYouslonewe el 

Tor strength and wisdom. 


apent: 

Lord, we come before Your throne, 
‘Wilt our weary hess 
InYouslne wee 

For rengti and wisdom, 


on, in ou alone west 
‘Through You we shall preva 
Todo thebest wees. 
Toserve Your children. 
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FLEHD Song of Thanksgiving 
‘Music and lyrics by Jeremiah Calisang 
Joyfully, moderato 


Now isthe time to rejoice, 

to celebrate what we have done. 
‘Weve won the mission to eare, 
for healthy hearts to prevail. 


Repeat: 
Now isthe time to rejoice, 
to celebrate what we have done. 
‘We've won the mission to care 
for healthy heartsto prevail. 


Lord, la You lone wera. 
‘Throop You we shali prea 
Todothe bes wean. 
To serve Your chidren. 


talalalalalala 
lalalalalala lala 


Cons 

Bess our beans bess our souis. 

Use vs Lord, tae contol 

‘Lex them feri Your love through our wots. 
zd Your grace troagh our edeno, 
Aed this we pray ia Your iost Hy Namet 


Lat us celebrate, let us celebrate, 
giving thanks othe Almighty One. 
Latour hears rec let our minds be one. 
Keep our iove end passion in fame 
lalalalalalala 
Lalaiaia lala lala 


Let uscelebrate, ler us celebrate 
Giving thanks to the Almighty One. 
Latour hems mice, Let our minds be one 
Keep our love and passion as one. 
Asonel 


Let us celebrate, Jet us celebrate, 
giving thanks to the Almighty One. 
“Let our hears ric, Let our minds beone 
Keep our love and passion in flame. 


4 FED HMYN >a) are E ETE E EE ELERE 


‘Sve reo WEALLMUSTGO 
Tries and ase: 
sino Calang 
Orcheration by: 
‘Arnel del Rosario 


Chon: 
Save them we ali must go 

Serve ttem the week an ow 

tat tbe espan of the hearts will ror 
Save tham wea mst go. 

Cf we now goin thi oy 
greina the barde row! 

Milions of es whose hears have been drowned 
Save them weal must go. 


REPEAT 

Owe mour go la the blaze otday 
fghing the Bartl ow 
Mls of ives whose bears have been drowned 


Teach al the people ofte wrid 

sect srengi and power 

Aa oanez of pent woth pond ef none 
Save tem wee mas 3 


FLEHD SCHEDULED 
FUTURE ACTIVITIES 


ors: 
Savethen weal mast go 

Serve tier he weak nd how 
thatthe espn of tbe hers wl grow 
Save them weal sto. 


Tench alte people ofe wodd Saan 


le of strength and povr 
‘Ancancel peor woth a pound fea now 
Save them we nl mast go. 


Save them meai musgo 
Servethem the weak aai sonr 

Ea the espn of the bars wl grow 
Save them we si mase ge 


HAW, HAW, HEE 
Music by: Jeremiah Calisang / Lyrics by De Adolfo Bellosillo 
Haw, haw, heel 
Hai kayo dint 
Nglife style na healthy 
Magru turo kami 


Bawaws itlog, karni 
Gulay, prutas-okay 
Kayo ba intiendi? 


Inum gamut lagi Puso saya, ole! 


"Taki puso, no way! 


Haw, haw, heel 
Kaya kinig sabi 
Payo ng FLEHD, honey! 
Ani moyang dami 


Haw, haw, hee! 
"ksersays kayo pare 
Samarin ang mare 

Gabilang kong puede 


Haw, haw, heel 


Haw, haw, heel Huwag hithit yosi 


Haw, haw, heel Dapat presyon buti Repeat 


"THERE'S HOPE IN BEATING 
DIABETES-INDUCED HEART COMPLICATIONS. 


COGENT DB+ 


BEWARE! Cardiovascular dsease 5 he leading cause o! ath among 
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Fepars panreatc issue darmaga and enhances tsue responsa o sn 
tavarsas cal Gea and hypargycamia-reisied isse damage 

‘Alevales Dabatesnduoed mpoencs and loss office males and 

senai dysturcton n females 

Sarvas as a powertdant-cuant Sghing rea radicals 

Boosts he krarune system ereby 

svengnaring fe ody 1o minsiard, 

‘Brest ard Dačeles-assocated riectons 
+ Sisto energy ard promotes 

geal weroan 
Recommended by 
most doctors. 
For trtar formation, passe contact 
Toi nos: 6388573, 63198615388379 
ansta. ww devenben com 
H morcury drug sores 
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COGENT db+ :, 


TRAD. 


t 


Celebrating his 50th Wedding Anniversary 
was just icing on the cake. 


Dahil sa alaga nl Doktor at sa mga gamot 
na binuhusan ng research, he can live longer 
and more fruitfully, despite his heart disease. 


For Lolo Andy, discovering he had heart disease when he was 60 made him fearful for his and his 
wife's future. The uncertainty darkened thelr blissful life. Pero salamat sa Maykapal, sa alaga ni Doktor 
at ng mga gamot na binuhusan ng research, Lolo Andy today lives happily and fruitfully despite his 

art disease. Sulit talaga mot n'ya — gamot na gawa ng Pfizer! Pfizer not only saved his heart, 
it also helped him and his wife reach 50 years of a love-filled life together. Definitely a milestone worth 
living for! Sabi nga ni Lolo Andy, dahil mahalaga ang buhay, ang gamot dapat sulit. 


Dapat Sulit. 


Pfizer 


January 30, 2006 - 12th Barangay Health Workers Workshop on Preventive Cardiology 
Amoranto Stadium Multipurpose Hall 
Quezon City 


February 11, 2006 - 168th Public Forum on “The Heart” 
De La Salle College 
Canlubang/Sta. Rosa 
Laguna 


February 18, 2006 - 169th Public Forum on “The Heart” 
Colegio de San Agustin 
Binan, Laguna 


February 20-21, 2006 - Ist Senior Citizens Workshop on Preventive 
Cardiology 
People’s Astrodome 
Dagupan City 


March 6 - 7, 2006 - 13th Barangay Health Workers Workshop 
Ormoc City 


March 17- 18, 2006 - 2nd Senior Citizens Workshop on P Cardiology 
Calamba, Laguna 


April 3, 2006 - 14th Barangay Health Workers Workshop on B Cardiology 
Ligao, Albay 


April 7-8, 2006 - 3rd Senior Citizens Workshop on P Cardiology 
Roxas City 


June 5 - 6, 2006 - Sth Regional Assembly on Preventive Cardiology 
Bacolod Convention Center 
Bacolod City 


Mahal, ang Puso Mo! 


Salamat at nantala mo ang Valentine's Day! 
Sana ay huwag mo 


ing kalimutang inumin 
Cor-30 araw-araw! 

Co.30 ay 

pa lalo ang 


Huwag kalimutan ang puso 
sa Araw nig mga Puso ar sa 
darating pang mga araw! 


COR-30 


‘Ang tabletang korteng puso. 
Ginawa para sa puso! 


IRON MANny Pacquiao 


Nasa dugo lang ‘yan! 


È a SPORTS/A20 ` 


Kobe fires 81 points, 
NBA’s 2nd all-time high 
as Lakers beat Raptors 


= NEWS/A2 


Police officer who went 
undercover as GRO cited 
as top investigator 


RP to roll out red carpet 
in superhero welcome 


PREPARATIONS TO GIVE MANNY PACQUIAO A 
Superhero's welcome are under way and he will 
never know what hit him on his return probably 
on Friday. 

“He's an authentic hero," said Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye. "We cannat honor him enough but we 
vl try to give him the recognition that is appropriate.” 

A red carpet willbe laid out when Pacquiao 
steps off the plane—among the prepara- 

RPTOROLU AIS 


171 power 
blows made 


email feedback@inquirer-com.ph 


BALANCED. 


ssday, January 24, 2006 


=m NEWS/A2 


DFA ordered to help 
OFW facing death for 
killing Kuwaiti master 


= METRO/AI5 


Walking ‘Book of 
Knowledge’ Ernie Baron 
passes away at 65 


website: worwingT.net 


‘Hello Manny’ sounds familiar; 
could help ‘Hello Garci’ probe 


By Norman Bordadora 


OPPOSITION CONGRESS- 
‘men were stil scratching 
their heads a day after they 
heard President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's voice on 
speaker phone in her brief 
nationally televised call to 


HELLOAA 


ilies. 


ion P27B of seized Marcos 


By Recah Trinidad 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA—MANNY 
“Pacman” Pacquiao may have in- 
deed undergone a swift transfor- 
mation from a fighter into a 9 


well-rounded boxer, as evidenced 
by the balanced game he flashed 
stopping Erik Morales, 

But a review of the punches 
thrown and landed in The Battle 
at the Thomas & Mack Center on 
Saturday indicated that power, 
not improved skills, provided the 
big difference in the main con- 
test, 

2 Pacquiao prevailed because he 

landed more power punches, 
some of them ax-like digs to the 
rib cage that ultimately softened 
‘and toppled Morales for the first 
“time in his great career. 

Pacquiao threw a total of 537 
power blows, landing 171. 

Morales threw 321 big punch- 
‘es and landed a total of 107. 

‘The difference in percentage 
may not be too big, butin the case 
of Pacquiao, who packs power 
way, way above his natural 
weight, one big blow could end it 
‘all for his opponent. 
$ “Pacquiao is a rarity; he is a su- 
þer featherweight who punches 
stronger than a regular welter- 
Weight,” explained Games and 
‘Amusements Board boxing dis 


VICENT CABREZAPO: NORTHERN LJZONDUREAL 


nessed The Battle from ringside 
here. 


pa 2 RES. 


‘SPLENDOR IN THE SUN. Like the whole country, Cordilerans were glued to The Battie on Sunday. In Baguio 
on chief Noli Flores, who wit. City residents without cable tok tothe streetsin droves to watch a widescreen TV set up by ABS-CBN. 


outscored by Morales on the per- 
centage of jabs thrown and land- 
ed, 

Pacquiao threw 258 jabs and 
connected only 25 times. 

Morales threw 323 jabs and 
landed a total of 77. 

That’s a huge difference that 
could've changed the overall re- 

171 POWER/ ALA 


By Joanna P. Los Baños 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and DJ Yap 

in Manila 


A POOR BICOLANO DID NOT HAVE TO 
travel miles to Las Vegas and trade punch- 
es with a tough Mexican to win more than 


P100 million—tax-free. 

In fact, Filipino boxing hero Manny 
Pacquiao's earnings of P105 million, mi- 
nus taxes and other fees, may seem small 
compared to the winnings of this bettor 
from Camarines Norte who emerged as 
the lone jackpot winner of the Superlotto 
6/49 on Sunday. 


of military 
unrest emerging 


By Amando Doronila 


‘MILITARY UNREST HAS A NASTY HABIT OF 
popping up ata period when the constitution- 
al government the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines has sworn to defend is in the midst of a 
= grave politica} crisis 
ÄNALYSIS 274 faces a number of 
challenges from its en- 
emies while its public satisfaction rating is at 
rock bottom. 

Last weekend, the government marked its 
fifth year in power as the capital was swept by 
rumors of coup plots. 

‘The coup jitters were the latest wave to hit 
the administration of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo following the disputed May 2004 elec- 

NEW SYMPTOMS/AL4 


enate told 


% Budget dep’t says only 
w PSB remains for CARP 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE P27 BILLION FOR LAND REFORM DRAWN 
from the P35 billion in Swiss bank deposits of the 
late strongman Ferdinand Marcos, which the gov- 
ernment got hold of in 2004, is now “practically 
gone,” a budget official told the Senate yesterday. 
Nora C. Oliveros, a director at honor,” Oliveros said during the 
the Department of Budget and Senate hearing on the DBM bud- 
Management, said only P5 billion get. 
remained of the confiscated Mar- Senate President Franklin 


cos wealth after P8 billion was set Drilon ordered DBM officials to 
aside to compensate the human explain why and how the Marcos 


rights vietims of martial law. 


funds were used, including P4.9 


‘However, the remaining PS bil- billion that was released right be- 
lion will be used by the Compre- fore the May 2004 elections. 


= ox mow e Daet lotto winner richer than Pacquiao 


His total winnings: P150,478,099.20. 
Itwas the biggest pot ever won by a sin- 
gle bettor since the beginning of the lotto 
draw in 1995, according to the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO). 
‘The unnamed ticket buyer from Daet 
bet on the winning combination 
DAETIA4 


į New symptoms AFP show of force to counter coup talk 


ry 


By Dona Pazzibugan 
and Armand Nocum, 


INARARESHOW OF FORCE, THE 
countrys four highest military offi- 
cers yesterday appeared in public 
together to declare their support 
for the Commander in Chief, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, in the face 
of coup rumors. 

Seated alongside the heads of 
the Army, the Air Force and the 
Navy, Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Gen. Generoso Senga admitted 
“there is a threat” against the ad- 
ministration but later tried to 
wiggle around it by adding that 
he could not say ifthe threat was 
serious. 

Ironically, it was Ms Arroyo's 

+ own Justice Secretary, Raul Gon- 


WHO, ME RESIGNED? AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga laughs off therumors zalez, who helped feed the ru- 


ata press con in Camp Aguinaldo. But Army chief Lt. Gen. Esperon looks worried. 


AFP SHOW/AIA 


hensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram (CARP) this year. 
“(It's) practically gone, your 


He surmised that part of it went to 
the P728-million fertilizer fund that 
P2TB FROM MARCOS; Ad 


COMING HOME 


The best 
and worst 
of times 


By Fernando del Mundo 
(Second of thre parts) 


Editor's Note: The writer is a former foreign 
correspondent, ex-Philippine bureau chief of 
United Press International and former head 
of the Mass Information Unit in the office of 
the Geneva-based United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees, traveling to the 
world’s trouble spots. He left the Philippines 
in 1991 and returned last year, subsequently 
Joining the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


WHAT SUPPORTS THIS OSTENSIBLY 
sybaritic Filipino lifestyle? 

Sen, Manuel Villar says there exists in the 
country today a strong middle class repre: 
senting “probably around 5 percent of the 
population,” 

“They're the ones you see in the shopping 
malls,” says Villar, referring to families of 
the overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) num- 
bering in the millions, 

‘They regularly send hard currency to 
their homeland—nearly $1 billion a month, 
not counting the amount sent through unof- 
ficial channels by Filipino TNTs (Tago ng 

THE BEST/A4 


TREE ANOETA 
= 


7 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: At 2 p.m. yasterday, tropical depression Agalon was ss- 
imata at 210 km east of Catarman, Nornern Samar with maximo 


‘stand winds of 55 ph near the canter, It was fore 


West northwest at 13 kph. Ditused taleng of coid front atts 


Norhastar Luzon. 
unon Cra owane oae 
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Only in RP: ‘Desperate Japanese’ 


THEY COME TO THE PHILIPPINES HOPING TO 
start a new life, often with a new young wife. 

But most of these middle-aged Japanese men 
end up without money, abandoned by their Fil- 
ipino wives and with nowhere to go. 


The number of these men, 
known as “Desperate Japanese” 
among the local Japanese com- 
munity, has increased in recent 
years, an embassy official said. 

“One would show up at least 
every two days,” said a consular 
official with the Japanese Em- 
bassy in Manila. 


Married men 

He said most of them were 
married men who had fallen in 
love with Filipino bar hostesses in 
Japan and had followed the 
women to the Philippines, leav- 
ing their families behind. 

“They would seek early retire- 
ment so they can come here chas- 
ing the women. They would start 
living together, then buy a house, 
then a car,” said the official who 
declined to be named. 

The lower cost of living in the 
Philippines allows them to enjoy 
a good life initially, but unable to 
speak English or the local lan- 
guage, the men, mostly in their 
50s, cannot find work and use up 
all of their money in a year or 
two, he said. 


‘Self-destruction’ 

With the money gone, their Fil- 
ipino wives usually leave them, 
and shunned by their families in 
Japan, the men come knocking 
‘on the embassy's door for help. 

“It’s a case of self-destruction, 
said the official. 

Some of the men also turn to 
the local Japanese community for 
help, said Masahiko Teda, 67, a 
senior member of the Japanese 
Association in Manila. 

“Many have even sold their 
passports and although they 
don’t go begging in the streets, 
they don't have the money to 
carry on a living,” he said, 
adding one followed him into a 
Manila restaurant asking for 
money. 

Nearly 80,000 Filipino women 


go to Japan every year on enter- 
tainment visas, and most end up 
working as bar hostesses, al- 
though the number is expected to 
fall after Tokyo tightened visa 
rules last year. 

‘The 67-year-old Ieda, who has 
lived in the Philippines for 45 
years, said it is only recently that 
these troubled men have shown. 
up in such numbers. 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


‘THE TOP INVESTIGATOR OF 
the Criminal Investigation and 
Detection Group is a woman. 

PO2 Lucita Apurillo, who 
once went undercover as an ap- 
plicant for a guest relations job 
to nail an illegal recruiter, has 
been named top investigator of 
the CIDG for 2005. 

‘The citation is a major feat for 
Apurillo, and a big step for the 
police, considering that women 
make up 7 percent of the 
118,000-strong organization. 
There are no women heads in 
the major departments in the 
Philippine National Police, nor 
are there women in the Com- 
mand Group, the highest policy- 
making body of the police. 

Apurillo, mother of two, was 
ited as top investigator among 
half-dozen or so CIDG investi- 
gators after a nationwide screen- 
ing of candidates. A committee 
looked into her records, evaluat- 
ed her performance, and grilled 
her inan interview, officials said. 

The CIDG celebrated its 53rd 
founding anniversary yesterday 
and also awarded five other offi- 
cers—Supt. Nelson Yabut, Chief 
Inspector Prudencio Enojo Jr., 
SPO4 Pedro Barsana, PO3 Au- 
gusto Gacayan and SPOL 
Myra—as top policemen. 

Region 2 and 11 also won as 
best CIDG regional offices for 
2005; the Pangasinan-CIDG as 
best provincial unit; and the Anti- 
Fraud and Commercial Crimes Di- 
vision as best operating division. 

Apurillos achievement 
proves that the CIDG—the pri- 


Cases rising 

The consular official said the 
embassy had dealt with less than 
50 “Desperate Japanese” until 
2000, arranging their return to 
Japan, but the cases had risen in 
the last five years with the num- 
ber rising to around 180. 

Toru Nishimoto, a Japanese 
Christian priest in Manila who 
has helped some of the men, said 
in addition to those who came af- 
ter the Filipino women, there are 
some who come to the country 
hoping to make it big in business 
and end up penniless. 

‘The Japanese community in 
the Philippines is the sixth largest 
in Asia with around 12,500 peo- 
ple, mostly expatriates working 
for major corporations, but the 
number could double if unregis- 
tered Japanese were included, 
the Japanese official said. 
Midlife crisis 

He said “Desperate Japanese” 
as a phenomenon was almost ex- 
clusive to the Philippines, adding 
that the “Philippine pubs,” found 
even in rural Japan, provided 
comfort to the men facing a 
midlife crisis. 

“These men, they may have 
been victims of their company’s 
restructuring and may have felt 
isolated at home," he said. 

“So they may have been heart- 
ened bya young Filipina at the lo- 
cal hostess bar and decided: 
‘What the heck, Til go to the 
Philippines.” Reuters 


Top PNP prober 
posed as GRO 
to nail recruiter 


mary investigative arm of the 
police—does not discriminate 
against women, according to 
Chief Supt. Pedro Tango, the 
unit’ officer in charge. 

‘Asked what he thought about 
Apurillo's achievement, Tango 
said: “That we do not have one 
category for women and anoth- 
er category for men as investiga- 
tors, proves that we do not dis- 
criminate against women. It 
does not matter whether you are 
a man or a woman, {what mat- 
ters is] you do your job well.” 

Tango’s deputy, Senior Supt. 
Raul Castaneda, added: “To say 
that the police is a man's world 
isa thing of the past.” 
Dignified 

Apurillo, 31, joined the police 
force after a short stint with a 
phone company five years ago. 
Ik was an unlikely choice, espe- 
cially since her degree was in 
agricultural technology. 

‘Being a police officer had always 
appealed to her, plus, the uniform 

‘Apurillo applied to the force, 
was accepted, and like most 
women officers, landed at the 
Women’s Concerns and Chil- 
dren's Desk. (Majority of wom- 
en officers are, in fact, confined 
to the WCCDs and to health ser- 
vice units—an indication that 
the police have not completely 
accepted the fact that women 
are just as capable as the men in 
holding key positions). 


Undercover 
Apurillo also took courses in 
Jaw and planned to continue her 


studies next semester, She is 
currently assigned to the CIDG- 


WCCD office. 


Manila. 


she said. 


Apurillo. 


Busted 


CIDG top investigator PO2 Luci 
cases of rape, child battery and abuse. 


In 2003, Apurillo and two 
women officers went undercov- 
er to bust an illegal recruiter in 


The CIDG and the Presiden- 
tial Center for Transnational 
Crime had heard of the agency's 
illegal activities and sought to 
entrap its runner, who had been 
sending women to Malaysia as 
guest relations officers 

Atleast one girl became preg- 
nant and had been sent back to 
the Philippines, according to 


All the agency asked from the 
undercover lady officers—who 
were required to dance—were 
photos and P10,000 in cash. 
‘They were told they would be 
sent to Malaysia the very next 
day via the “back door.” 


Apurillo is also trained to handle 
yoaNBoNDOC 

“We caught her (the illegal re 
cruiter) in the act and busted 
her. She was convicted and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment,” 
Apurillo said. 

Police chief Director General Ar- 
turo Lomibao said the police put “a 
very high premium on addressing 
crimes against women and children” 
and had made moves to enhance the 
services ofthe WCCD. 

Lomibao could begin by hir- 
ing more women in the force. 


Opening up 

Last year, study funded by the 
United Nations Development Pro- 
gram found that not all of the WC- 
CD desks were manned by wom: 
en, especially at night—which in 
effect, defeats their purpose. 

Trained to handle cases of 
rape, wife battery, and other 
forms of abuse, Apurillo said the 
hardest part of the job is getting 
a victim, especially a child, to 
talk about her ordeal. 
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DFA ordered to save Pinay 
sentenced to die in Kuwait 


By Volt Contreras 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS OR- 
dered the Department of Foreign Affairs to do 
everything they can to save a Filipina teacher 
set to hang in Kuwait for killing her boss there. 

“The president has instructed the DFA to 
look into the plight of Marilou Ranario, and to 
exhaust all diplomatic and legal means to 
save her life,” Malacafiang spokesperson Ig- 
nacio Bunye said yesterday. 

“The Philippine Embassy in Kuwait was negoti- 
ating with the family of the victim to accept 
blood money in rerum for Ranario’ life, while a 
separate appeal before the court was being pur- 
sued by her two Kuwaiti defense lawyers hired 
by the mission, the DPA said yesterday. 

Ranario, 33, a native of Surigao del Sur, 
was found guilty on Sept. 28 last year of stab- 
bing her employer to death. The DFA did not 
provide details of the stabbing incident, but 
reports said she retaliated for the “insults” 
hurled on “her people.” 

“The court has yet to set a date of execution 
by hanging (not beheading, as earlier report- 
edina local paper). 


DFA spokesman Gilberto Asuque explained 
that the victim's family must first be persuad- 
ed to “forgive” the doomed Filipino and signa 
letter of forgiveness, before a specific amount 
‘of blood money is offered. 

‘The money will then be sourced from pri- 
vate donors, not from government coffers, 
Asuque said. 

Since her detention, Ranario has been visit- 
ed in her cell every month by embassy offi- 
cials and appeared to have been “treated 
well” in prison, the department added. 

Her own family members, however, partic- 
ularly her father, Rosario, have been unable to 
see her after the Kuwaiti Embassy in Manila 
denied him a visa. 

‘The DFA has asked the mission to reconsider 
his visa application on “humanitarian grounds.” 

Ranario’s predicament was made public 
only after her father complained to the press 
that Filipino diplomats had failed to help his 
daughter. 

Some seven million Filipinos work abroad, 
sending the equivalent of more than 10 pereent 
of the country's economic output to their families 
back home. With AFP 


GMA seeks help from PR folk 


By Christine O. Avendaño 


‘SAYING THAT PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo would continue to take a beating in the 
media “for as long as the atmosphere remains 
politically charged,” her spokesperson ap- 
pealed yesterday to public relations practi- 
toners for help. 

“Task for your help, not because I speak for 
the President, but because it is time for us all 
to do what we can, in our respective spheres 
of influence, for the country we love and we 
‘must build together,” said Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye at the Philippine Public Relations 
Summit Ill held at the Shangri-La Hotel in 
Makati City. 

Bunye said Ms Arroyo, whose administra- 
tion continues to be buffeted by allegations of 
electoral fraud, has “suffered tremendously in 
terms of media coverage and commentary.” 

*...(F)or as long as the atmosphere re- 
mains politically charged, there will be 
surely no respite from the many PR chal- 


lenges that we face,” said Bunye. 

He told the PR practitioners he was there 
“to enlist your help.” 

‘The PR summit series is a creation of Romeo 
Virtucio, chair of Virtucio Public Relations and 
Context Communications International. Other 
speakers were Yoly Ong of Campaigns and 
Grey, Charlie Agatep of Agatep Associates and 
“Tessa Jazmines of Lark&Asset PR. 

Bunye lamented that the country contin: 
ued to be bombarded by negative news, and 
these included the leveling of “serious allega- 
tions” that were “even without basis.” 

“Worse, even if these allegations were obvi- 
ously the concoctions of persons motivated 
only by self-interest, our chismis (gossip)-driv- 
en culture unfortunately laps it up as the 
gospel truth," he said, 

President Arroyo has denied the allega- 
tions she had asked a former election offic 
to ensure a million-vote margin for her over 
her closest 2004 election rival, the late actor 
Fernando Poe Jr. 
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Council of State 
meeting up today 


By Christine O. Avendaño ‘would attend the meeting. Apart from g: L = - V ay 


and Philip C. Tubeza members ofthe Cabinet and adminis- t = =: 
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tration supporters in Congress, the 
meeting would be the irstoppor- labor business, tansport , women, E Gamit natin sa singing! 


TODAYS COUNCIL OF STATE delegates include representatives of RSY/ 
tunity for some senators and con- youth: organizations and other groups 
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gressmen to sit down together such as the National Movement for 
with various sectors todiscuss the Free Elections. 
administrations determined Also attending would be for- 
push to amend the Charter. mer Chief Justice Hilario Davide 
But whileadministration officials Jr, Commission on Elections 
èxpect the meeting to end in a chair Benjamin Abalos, Consulta 
“meeting of minds” on how to un tive Commission chair Jose Abue- 
the country smoothly, maverick ad- va, Christian Monsod of the Bish- 
ministration Sen. Joker Arroyo, like ops-Businessmen’s Conference, 
many in the political opposition Manila Mayor Lito Atienza for the 
who arestaying away, dismissedthe Liberal Party, Frisco San Juan for 
entire exercise as just “all forshow.” the National People’s Coalition, 
Former President Fidel Ramos, Wahid Mutilan of the Ulama 
Speaker Jose de Venecia and six League of the Philippines, Paulo 
senators are among those who Benigno Aquino IV representing 
have confirmed their attendance. the youth, and Donald Dee and 
Except for Senate Majority Lead- Sergio Luis Ortiz for business. 
er Francis Pangilinan, who has A Palace source El Shaddai 
called for the resignation of Presi- leader Brother Mike Velarde and 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo and is at- Iglesia ni Cristo leader Eraño 
tending in the spirit of constructive Manalo had been invited, but as 
debate, the other five senators are of press time yesterday, Velarde 
known to be friendly to the admin- had yet to reply while Manalo 
istration. These are Senators Juan sent word he could not attend. 
Flavier, Miriam Defensor-Santiago, Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ralph Recto, Richard Gordon and Ermita dismissed claims that the 
Edgardo Angara. meeting would not amount to 
Notably absent from the meeting anything given that not all sectors 
would be former President Joseph were represented. 
Estrada, who is on trial on plunder “Is not our objective to see ev- 
charges, and former President eryone, but what is important is we 
Corazon Aquino, who has said she have a meeting of minds regardless 
‘would not attend lest her presence of politcal affiliation,” he said in an 
be misconstrued as support for a interview over RMN radio. “And we 
President she believes is not fit to hope that we set aside the political 
rule. Senate President Franklin bickering and instead, find out how 
Drilon is also staying away. we can help in ensuring the country 
Malacafiang said about 75 people runs smoothly” 
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Iraq, RP most 
dangerous areas 
for journalists 


SYDNEY - A TOTAL OF 150 
journalists were killed in 2005 - the worst 
year on record -with Iraq and the Philippines 
topping the list of the world’s most dangerous 
countries, a media watchdog said Monday. 
ef alae fo idheyay epeemernielpe EXTENDED UNTIL JANUARY 28, 2006* 
Ba a iene i X eproesyDTHNCR—_-PrDT:NOR Pami No, 0002, Saes ol 2008 
Journalists (IFJ) said in its annual report. 

A total of 36 journalists were killed in the 
Asia-Pacific region, with the Philippines again 
accounting for the most deaths, with 10 killed. 

“The Philippines, Pakistan, India and 
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Bangladesh remained the most dangerous areas, 
but a wonying wend of violence has also 
‘emerged in Thailand,” the IFJ said. 

OF the total, 89 were killed “in the line of 
duty” - many singled out for assassination by 
political extremists, paramilitary forces or 
criminals, the report said, 

The other 61 died when disaster struck 
while on assignment -48 of them in a military 
plane crash in Iran, 

War-torn Iraq accounted for the death of 35 
journalists out of a total of 38 killed in the 
‘Middle East, making the region “by far the 
most deadly beat for reporters in the field,” 
said IFJ general secretary Aidan White. 

“Most of those who died were local, many 
of them working for international media out- 
lets in Iraq where the streets are too danger- 
ous for foreigners to tread,” White said. 

US troops were involved in the death of five 
journalists, “bringing to 18 the number of re- 
‘porters and media staff killed at the hands of oc- 
cupation soldiers since 2003,” the report said. 

‘The IFJ has called for independent investi- 
gations into these deaths to eliminate suspi- 
cion that they were deliberately targeted. 

“The majority of vietims in the Asia-Pacific 
region were not killed in crossfire between 
warring groups, or by accident while they 
were reporting in conflict areas. 

“Most of (chem) were directly targeted and killed 
because they were joumalisis;” the IPI said. AFP 
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P27B of seized Marcos funds gone, Senate told 


From page Al 


the t of Agriculture re- 
leased just before the elections al- 
Jegedly to help finance the campaign 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“So, the Marcos wealth i all fin- 
ished. The P35 billion is all spent 
because you need P16 billion this 
year (for CARP) and you have only 
P5 billion left. So, the P35 billion is 
all spent,” Drilon said. 

“Yes, Your Honor,” Oliveros said. 

Budget Secretary Romulo Neri 
said a total of $718.76 million 
(equivalent to P35 billion) was 
turned over to the national gov- 
ernment after the Supreme Court 
ruled in November 2003 that the 
Marcos funds stashed in Swiss 
banks were ill-gotten. (See “In 
the Know,” Page A4.) 

Oliveros said P13.11 billion 
was allotted for CARP in 2004 
and another P8.9 billion was re- 
leased in 2008, leaving a balance 
of about P13 billion for this year. 

But with P8 billion set aside for 
the human rights victims, the 


IN AN UNPRECEDENTED MOVE, THE FEDERAL 
Council of Switzerland ordered on March 24, 
1986, a freeze on the secret accounts of exiled 
President Ferdinand Marcos in different Swiss 
banks. 

A month later, the Presidential Commis- 
sion on Good Government requested assis- 
tance from the Swiss Federal Police Depart- 
mentto freeze the deposits. The PCGG, then 
headed by Jovito Salonga. was create 
February 1986 by Executive Order No. 1 to re- 
‘cover the ill-gotten wealth of the Marcoses. 

In December 1990, the Swiss Federal 
‘Supreme Court said the $356 million (about 
$658 million as of January 2002) would be 
turned over to the Philippines only after a 
Philippine criminal court had issued a verdict 
on the matter. it also gave the condition that 
the Philippines should open criminal pro- 
ceedings against the Marcoses within a year. 

A year later, the Philippine government 
filed a civil case before the Sandiganbayan 
for the forfeiture of the accounts. On Aug. 
10, 1995, it also requested the district at- 


torney in Zurich for the immediate transfer 
of the deposits to an escrow account. The 
request was granted. Marcos’ heirs ap- 
pealed the decision to the Swiss Federal 
Supreme Court. 

Four days later, the PCGG and the Philip- 
pine National Bank signed an escrow agree- 
ment, which covered at least 12 Swiss dum- 
my foundations. 

On Dec. 10, 1997, the Swiss Federal 
‘Supreme Court upheld the August 1995 deci- 
sion and ordered the return to the Philippines 
of Marcos deposits in Credit Suisse and 
‘Swiss Bank Corp. The court also said the 
‘money must be placed in an esorow account 
until a final decision was made by a Phi 
court. The seized assets were transferred to 
PNB escrow accounts between April and July 
1998. 

The forfeiture of the escrow accounts in fa- 
vor of the government was ordered by the 
Sandiganbayan on Sept. 19, 2000. Imelda 
‘Marcos moved for reconsideration a week lat- 
er. On Jan. 31, 2002, the Sandiganbayan re- 
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Marcos’ Swiss deposits: From freeze to release 


versed its decision, ruling that there was no 
proof that the money in escrow was really 
owned by the Marcoses. The PCGG chal- 
lenged this decision before the Supreme 
Court a month tater. 

With one abstention, the Supreme Court 
voted 12-0 on July 15, 2003 to declare ill-got- 
ten the money deposited in escrow. On Aug. 
5, 2003, Imelda and Irene Marcos filed mo- 
tions for reconsideration. That same day, the 
justice ministry of Switzerland approved the 
turnover to the Philippine government of the 
$683 million deposited in a PNB frozen ac- 
count. 

On Nov. 18, 2003, Supreme Court justices 
unanimously denied with finality the Mar- 
coses’ motions. Despite this, Imelda filed a 
second motion for reconsideration a month 
later. Finally, on Jan. 13, 2004, the Supreme 
Court released a resolution, which denied her 
motion and ordered the Sandiganbayan to 
immediately fortet the money in favor of the 
government. Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Re- 
search 


salaries of the bureaucracy? Is 
that justified?” Drilon said. 

Oliveros defended the allot- 
ment, saying that “operational 
support” included administrative 
expenses in CARP operations. 

“These are personnel, Your 
Honor, that are working for 
CARB" she said. 

But Drilon retorted: “My dear 
Director Oliveros, the whole DAR 
would be composed of personnel 
working for CARP Don't try to 
butter this thing up.” 

Oliveros explained that there 
were “two classifications” for 
CARP personnel—those who re- 
ceived their salaries from the gov- 
erment’s general fund and those 
who drew their wages from the 
Marcos ill-gotten wealth. 


10,000 personnel 

“Your Honor, these were the 
personnel who were hired when 
the agrarian reform program was 
started and implemented by the 
national government,” she said, 


“There were about 10,000 
CARP personnel who were hired 
solely for the Agrarian Reform 
Program, and they are the ones 
whose salaries and wages are 
charged against (the Marcos 
funds),” she said. 

Drilon said he would “dou- 
ble-check” whether the DBM was 
authorized to spend the Marcos 
funds for “operation expenses.” 

“No wonder you perpetually 
had this program at hand because 
your 10,000 personnel depended 
on it. The program is perpetual 
because the moment you com- 
plete the program, you abolish 
[the] DAR,” he said. 


government is left with P5 billion, 
‘which falls short of the P16-bil- 
lion CARP budget for this year. 

“So, out of the P35 billion ori; 
{nally allocated, only P5 billion is 
left net of human rights compen- 
sation allotment. Is that correct?” 
Drilon said. 

“It’s correct, Your Honor,” Oliv- 
eros said. 


wealth cases for purposes other 
than land reform. 

Under Republic Act No. 6657, 
or the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Law (CARL) of 1988, all 
ill-gotten wealth recovered from 
the Marcoses and their cronies 
should be spent on land reform. 

Bills seeking to indemnify the hu- 
man rights victims have been stuck 
in the House of Representatives 
whose members include Marcos 
daughter Imee and his supporters. 

‘The government has recovered 
total of P60.8 billion in ill-gotten 


‘wealth from the Marcoses and 
their cronies since 1986, Nick 
Suarez, information officer of the 
Presidential Commission on Good 
Government, said yesterday. 


For locally funded products 

Drilon ordered the DBM offi- 
cials to explain the P4.91 billion 
released from the Marcos funds 
on April 26, 2004, saying that 
part of it might have been used 
for “fertilizers.” 

Neri said the P4.91 billion was 
released to the Department of 


The best and worst of times 
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Agrarian Reform, the Department 
of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources, the Land Registration Au- 
thority and the Land Bank of the 
Philippines, “among others.” 

A total of P544 million went to 
the DAR’s hybrid rice program 
while P475 million was allotted 
tolocally funded projects.” 

“These (locally funded projects) 
are various projects implemented by 
the Department of Agrarian Reform. 
Most of these are farm-to-market 
roads," Oliveros said. 

“Not fertilizer? Or does it in- 


clude fertilizer?” Drilon asked. 

“To my knowledge, Your Hon- 
or,” Oliveros said, “it does not in- 
clude fertilizer.” 


P2.6 billion for salaries 

Drilon also questioned the pro- 
priety of the release of P2.6 bil- 
lion for “operational support,” 
adding that using Marcos funds 
to pay for government salaries 
might be improper. 

“Is this a proper disbursement? 
Marcos wealth, which is designed 
for CARB used to pay for the 


Bills to compensate victims 

The government, however, 
cannot compensate the human 
rights victims until Congress 
passes a law allowing the use of 
the proceeds from ill-gotten 


Arabian Peninsula. 

‘There's evidence of progress, 
even in the slums of Tondo. Tele- 
vision aerials swinging in the 
wind atop makeshift houses are 
one indication of prosperity. 

A drive along North Bay Boule- 
vard reveals shantytowns similar 
to those you find in Sierra Leone 
and Liberia. These two countries 
have been ravaged by war and 
their situation is understandable. 

Neglect of Tondo—as well as 
other slum areas in the metropo- 
lis—is inexcusable. 

Complaints of rampant crimi- 
nality in the Tondo area are rife, 
as it was before. One shipping ex- 
ecutive says trucks laden with 
goods shipped at the harbor and 
are stuck in traffic jams are nor- 
mally open season for unem- 
ployed youths. He says sacks of 
rice are ripped apart and youths 


‘one around. I call that progress. 

‘Malnutrition obviously abounds. 
But there's ample food around, as 
far as 1 can tell. What Ive seen here 
doesn’t compare with the situation 
in many places in Africa, where 
there's very litle food, water, shel- 
ter or jobs to be found. 

I stayed inside a tent in eastern 
Chad along the border with Dar- 
fur, where it was sizzling hot dur- 
ing the day and freezing at night. 
1 was lucky to have a jacket and 
blanket. Lots more people there 
weren'tas fortunate. 

‘Those scores of people sleeping 
on sidewalks, benches and carts 
around Santa Cruz church—now 
a recurrent sorry sight in down- 
town Manila—are still luckier 
than the homeless in Chad, or the 
panhandlers in Washington DC in 
December. They don’t have to con- 
tend with winter chill. 

In the Balkans, people in rural 
villages just hibernate during the 
icy months. Many have relatives 
working in Western Europe, who 
regularly send them money to 
tide them over. 

‘At the height of the civil war in 
the Serbian province of Kosovo in 
1998, I came across an ethnic Alba- 
nian man on a hill just outside the 


capital, Pristina. Tears rolled down 
his cheeks as he recounted how a 
brother working in Germany had 
sent him money so he could buy 
and store food for the winter. 

The food had just been blown 
away by Serbian guns and his 
house was in flames. He wept 
that while he could rebuild the 
house, he wasn’t sure he could re- 
plenish the burned wheat flour. 

Asin Eastern Europe, immigrant 
‘workers’ money is one vital lifeline 
to many families in the Philippines. 
Downside 

There's a downside to the OFW 
story. 

A 44-year-old “Janitor-bagger” 
at an upscale supermarket says 
his wife, who has been working 
as a midwife over the past six 
years in Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, 
is splitting with him. His 9-year- 
old daughter now lives with his 
in-laws, at his wife's behest. 

A holder of an associate in ma- 
rine transport degree, he had 
wanted to become a merchant sea- 
man but had found himself instead 
in the supermarket where he has 
been working for the last 21 years. 

It doesn’t seem to him a dead 
end. He earns P300 a day and 


Daet lotto winner richer than Pacquiao se 


18-11-41-43-6-47, the PCSO said. 
‘Aman and his wife in Barangay 
Pamorangon in Daet reportedly won 
the jackpot prize, according to a 
businessman in the capital town. 
The businessman quoted a po- 


Correction 


IN THE JAN. 22 ISSUE, A 
front-page story—"Palace se- 
curity tightened’—wrongly 
attributed to Sen. Mar Roxas 
the following quote: “The 
statement was uncalled for. 
The use of force by a state pre- 
supposes that there is a moral 
basis to resort to such vio- 
lence. Malacañang must exer- 
cise extreme caution as it con- 
templates the use of such 
force, With waning public sup- 
port, it may find itself in a situ- 
ation it may be unable to con- 
trol, which in tun, may result 
in its collapse.” The statement 
was made by Sen. Francis 
“Kiko” Pangilinan. 

ees may sed hl, 
quests for correction of factual er- 
Fors ia writing to the Day Desk, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI 
Building, Chino Roces Avenue cor- 
ner Mascardo Street, Makati City, 
fax Nos. 897-47:93/94; e-mail 
addres daydesk@inguir- 
ercom.ph. 

‘Complaints about lack of fair- 
ness or objectivity may be Sent to 
Lorna Kalaw Tirol, readers’ advo- 
cate ema addresse era. 
feate(@inguirercom. ph or fax Nos. 
Ser ardarsh aii healers A 
vocate. Her phone number is 897- 
8808 Local 342. 


gets tips of about P300 for help- 
ing customers stuff their gro- 
ceries in plastic bags which he 
helps carry to their cars. 

* “Life's not too bad. After my 
eight-hour shift, 1 go home and 
watch cable TW" he says. 


Driving along Roxas Boule- 
vard, the spectacular sunset view 
on Manila Bay is gone, blotted 
‘out by clapboard eateries that dot 
the much-ballyhooed baywalk of 
Mayor Lito Atienza. 

‘Tough. The bayfront area had 
all the makings of promenades 
similar to those in Cannes and 
Nice along the Mediterranean in 
the south of France. 

At night, some parts of Manila 
are very well lit, like a burlesque 
stage at curtain call when all the 
lights are on. But most streets are 
dim, unkempt and rundown. Large 
parts of the city are disconcerting 
and pathetic. (Tomorrow: Streets 
awindow to Filipino soul) 


‘Hello Manny’ 


was hit for that,” said Gonza- 
lez, smarting from the criticism 
that the President and her hus- 
band were riding on the Pac- 
quiao victory. 

The appearance of First 
Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo 
at ringside and the President's 
subsequent call to Pacquiao af- 
ter he floored Morales elicited 
jeers from people watching the 
fight on television and movie 
theaters in Metro Manila. 

Gonzalez said the Mexicans 
were different. They were solidly 
behind the beaten Erik Morales. 

“Why should we not do it? 
Why should we not celebrate? 
Tm sure that had the President 
said nothing about it, she 
‘would have been criticized al- 
so,” he said. 

Director General Arturo 
Lomibao, chief of the Philip- 
pine National Police, said Pac- 
quiao's win deserved a “cease- 
fire” on the political front. 

“Lets first celebrate,” he said. 

But Sen. Rodolfo Biazon cau- 
tioned the boxer against allow- 
ing himself to be used by politi- 
cians to mouth propaganda. 

“He should not issue state- 
ments and should not allo 
himself to be used by polit 
cians,” he said. 

‘The House opposition also 
turned down Pacquiao's appeal 
for unity. 


No to President 

Escudero said that while it 
was every Filipino's wish for 
unity and reconciliation to 
reign in the country, the oppo- 
sition was not inclined to rally 
behind a government faced 
with serious questions of legiti- 
macy. 

“it is the wish of every Fil- 
ipino for the country to be unit- 
ed, But it would not be right to 
be united behind something 
that is wrong,” Escudero said. 

With reports from Norman 
Bordadora and Luige A. del 
Puerto 


Tago or illegals). 

The remittances prop up the 
consumer-driven economy and 
largely make up what govern- 
ment propagandists call “foreign 
investments.” 

OFWs account for the “boom” 
in the real estate sector, says Vil- 
lar. They are buying ‘lots and 
houses and introducing a rela- 
tively new phenomenon in the 
‘country called “condo living.” 

Drive outside Manila and you'd 
easily spot Swiss-style chalets stand- 
ing in splendor in the midst of rice 
fields and impoverished villages. 

In the streets, there are more 
shiny new cars—so unlike those uni- 
formly dilapidated vehicles plying 
the streets of Kissidougou in Guinea. 

There's a new king of the 
road—the ubiquitous tricycles 
skittering around, even on high- help themselves to the loot. 

ys and national roads, putting 
ife and limb at risk, emitting tox- Ample food 
ic fumes that foul the air. 1 saw a man accidentally 
sideswiped by a boy pedaling a tri- 
cycle in Tondo’s Plaza Moriones. 
‘The man picked up a rock and tied 
to smash the boy's face with it. No 
one had dared intervene, until a 
policeman came. At least there was 


Tawdry makeup 

Just having a job and enough 
money at the end of the day is sat- 
isfaction enough for him, as it is, 1 
assume, for everyone in a tight 
job market. 

‘As new golden ghettoes spring 
upin the suburbs, the city of Mani- 
la inexorably goes down the drain. 
Efforts to give ita facelift are noth- 
ing more than a tawdry makeup. 
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congratulate Manny Pacquiao 
on his victory on Sunday 
against Erik Morales. 

“The way Ms Arroyo said “Hel- 
lo Manny” sounded suspiciously 
similar to the female voice that 
famously called out “Hello Gar- 
i" the lawmakers said. 

“There seemed a similarity 
in the voice and in the tone,” 
said House Minority Leader 
Francis Escudero. 

Ms Arroyo has apologized for 
talking with an election official 
but has yet to acknowledge that 
hers was the voice caught on 
wiretapped conversations with 
Virgilio Garcillano that nearly 
unseated her last year. 

‘Opposition politicians say 
the wiretap was evidence she 
cheated in the May 2004 presi- 
dential election—a charge Ms 
Arroyo has denied. 


Evidence of progress 
As a sign on one tricycle put it, 
the motorized contraption is a 
“drop of Saudi oil," meaning the 
sweat off a Filipino back in the 


lice officer from Daet—who was 
assigned to nearby Basud 
town—as saying that the hus- 
band, about 50 years old, went 
hysterical and was screaming as 
he waved the winning ticket. 


where the bet was placed—Chris- 
tine Leaño lotto outlet at Dolor 
Building on J. Lukban Street, a 
staff member at the PCSO central 
operations office said. 

“The winner has already gotten 
in touch with the PCSO provincial 
district in Bicol, but we don't know 
when [the winner) will caim the 
check," said the staff member, who 
asked not to be named. 

Even information about the 
winner’s gender was not avail- 
able, she added. “We really don't 
go out of our way to ask for de- 
tails about them to protect their 
identity,” the staff member said. 

“They simply have to present 
their winning ticket for verifica- 
tion, then they will be given the 
check. It’s up to them whether to 
deposit the money in the bank or 
withdraw everything,” Alcala said. 

‘The PCSO chair advised the 
still unidentified winner to keep 
the money ina bank. 

“He or she should immediately 
put it in a bank while he or she is 
thinking about what to do with the 
money” PCSO Chair Rosario Uri- 
arte said. “That way, it is already 
earning [interest] even as he or she 
is thinking how to use it” 

‘The lone winner of the biggest 
lotto pot has a whole year co 
claim his or her prize, she said. 

‘The second biggest pot was the 
P147 million in the Megaloto 
draw of March 31, 1999, while the 
third biggest was the P145 million 
in the Superlotto draw of July 25, 
2002, according to the PCSO. 

The biggest jackpot ever was 


the P202 million three years ago, 
but ir was won by six people who 
shared the prize. 

In Superiotto 6/49, one picks six 
numbers from 1 to 49 on a ticket 
worth P10. One wins if he or she 
matches all six, or any three, four, 
or five numbers of the winning 
six-number combination. 


Just keep quiet 

The wife, about 35 years old, 
however, immediately calmed him 
down and told him to keep quiet. 

Later, the husband denied that 
he won the lotto jackpot prize. 

‘The couple bought the winning 
ticket at Botica Immaculada Concep- 
‘Gon, one of the two PCSO lotto out- 
Jets in Camarines Norte. It is located 
in the town's public market. 

The outlet is owned by Sonia 
Leaño, station manager of local ra- 
dio station dzSL, who will be entitled 
to up to about P500,000, depending 
‘on the computations of the PCSO 
main office, according to Eswella 
Abasolo, PCSO Daet accountant. 

Abasolo said she had no idea 
who the winner was. She said she 
only learned that there was a 
winner from Daet. 

Ie was the first time that some- 
one in Daet won the jackpot, ac- 
cording to the PCSO accountant. 

Like their counterparts in Ca- 
marines Norte, personnel in the 
PCSO national office still did not 
know who the winner was. 


Super-queue at lotto stalls 

‘The win dashed the hopes of 
thousands of other Filipinos, 
young and old, who queued at lot- 
tery outlets around the country on 
Sunday, clutching what they 
hoped to be their ticket to fortune. 

Backpack-toting students, 
mothers with toddlers, and even 
mall security guards lined up for 
hours at the lottery stall inside 
SM North Edsa in Quezon City to 
pay for their tickets. 

‘Students in nursing uniforms, be- 
spectacled businessmen, teenagers 
in street clothes, and couples hold- 
ing hands also lined up. 

‘A ticket seller said the queue 
most likely reached 10,000, as of 
7:30 p.m., at which time the crowd 
had not yet thinned. (The lotto 
dosed at 8 p.m., in time for the 9 
pm. draw) 

Many bought only a handful of 
tickets, but some spent as much 
as P10,000 just to increase their 
chances of winning, said Sherry- 
lyn Dillena of Lucky Circle Corp. 

The lines had been long for the 
past three weeks, but Sunday's 
was the longest yet, she said. 
With a report from Luige A. del 
Puerto 


Uncannily familiar voice 

“It sounded uncannily like 
that of the “Hello Garci” tapes. It 
could help in the authentication 
of the voices,” Remulla said in a 
text message to the INQUIRER. 

Remulla said it might be a 
good idea to compare “Hello 
Manny” with “Hello Garci." 

The House inquiry into the 
alleged wiretaps resumes to- 
morrow. 

Asked about the opposition 
suspicions, Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez said: 

“It is very pathetic to inject 
politics every time things like 
this happen when everybody 
should be rejoicing because a 
Filipino has achieved something 
very spectacular, which should 
make everyone of us proud,” 


Cynicism 

“That is the problem with 
our people,” he said, “the cyni- 
cism and at the same time the 
prejudices.” 

“The President merely called 
to congratulate him and she 


Where bet was placed 

“So far, no one has come forward 
to claim the prize (as of 3 p.m. yes- 
terday),” said Susana Alcala of the 
PCSO intemal audit division. 

The PCSO could only identify 
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Bill giving gov't men pay ' 
‘raises certified as urgent 


By Norman Bordadora 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS 
certified as urgent a special appropriations 
bill allocating P13.1 billion for salary she has 
promised to give the country’s one million na- 
tional government workers this year, House 
Speaker Jose de Venecia said yesterday. 

“The bill was deemed urgent so (govern- 
ment employees) can receive immediately 
their salary increase even before the General 
Appropriations Act is passed,” De Venecia said 
ata news conference: 

Nonetheless, De Venecia tried to assure the 
public that the country will not be forced to 
operate on a re-enacted 2005 budget in light 
of Congress’ failure thus far to pass the pro- 
posed P1.053 trillion national budget for 
2006. 

“Rest assured, the (budget) will be ap- 
proved in the next few weeks,” he said, 
brushing aside fears that the budget will 


not be approved in time. 

‘The special appropriations bill was filed 
last week by Camarines Sur Rep. Rolando An- 
daya Jr, following Ms Arroyo's announce- 
ment that she would ask Congress to pass a 
special law providing for the salary increases. 

“National government employees have be- 


wailed the failure of the national government, 


to provide salary increase for the past five 
years,” Andaya said in an explanatory note to 
House Bill No. 5013. 

“They are eagerly looking forward to the 
proposed compensation adjustment for 2006 
and would be extremely disappointed if the 
passage of the (budget) is much delayed,” An- 
daya added. 

‘Andaya did not say when he expected the 
bill to become law, but Ms Arroyo said at a 
Liberal Party rally at Plaza Miranda last 
‘Thursday that she would push Congress hard 
so that the increases could be given by Valen- 
tine’s Day. 


Fil-Am pilot to be buried in Bulacan; 
gov't sends its condolences to family 


‘THE GOVERNMENT YESTERDAY SENT ITS 
condolences to the family of the Filipino- 
American pilot of a US Apache helicopter 
‘gunship that was shot down in Iraq last week. 

The remains of Chief Warrant Officer Ruel 
Garcia will be flown home to Bulacan for buri- 
al set sometime in February, the Department 
of Foreign Affairs said, quoting the soldier's 
family. 

Garcia, 34, along with a co-pilot died in a 
crash when a surface-to-air missile struck 
their AH Apache last Jan. 16 in Taji, Iraq. He 
was on his second tour of duty in Iraq under 
‘Task Force Ironhorse of the US Army's 4th In 
fantry Division. 

“May the beautiful memories of your son 
give you strength at this difficult time. And 
may it help to know how many people share 
your sorrow and stand with you in your time 
of need,” DFA Secretary Alberto Romulo said 
in a statement addressed to Garcia's loved 
‘ones here and in the US. 

No date has yet been set for the shipment of 
Ruel’s remains from Texas, where his Army 


unit as well as his Filipino wife Apple is based, 
the DFA added. 

Burial will be at the Polo Memorial Park in 
Valenzuela, Metro Manila, his fath 
Rosendo of Obando, Bulacan, told th 
‘quinen yesterday. Volt Contreras 


Mangalindan; 85 


DRA. CONCHITA RALUTIN VDA. DE MAI 
galindan of San Narciso, Zambales, and Qu 
zon City, passed away in Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia, last Sunday, Jan. 22. She was 85. 

Dra. Mangalindan, a World War Il veteran, 
is the widow of Dr. Enrique Mangalindan. 

She is survived by her children and chil- 
dren-in-law Dra. Alice and Dr. Vidi Lim, Mario 
and Tess, Johnny and Lani, Tess and Dan Mar 
iano, Luz and Rey Padua, Jojo and Ochie, 
Cutie, Raul and Vica, Dra. Ana and Ken Tadeo, 
grandchildren and great-grandchilden 

Arrangements are being made to bring 
back her remains to the Philippines. Funeral 
details will be announced later. 
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Lost 34.5 lbs of fat. 


GREAT BODIES 2006" 
WINNER,“ 
Arturo Guerrero 
Lost 35 lbs of fat 


of 
eS 


.& 
SAVINGS APPLY T 


ie 
| OTHER TREATMENTS: 


i s MESOTHERAPY 
Í a SKIN WHITENING 
"RESTYLANE 


S 
fe FAC 


PER DAY 
MEDICAL SUPERVISION 


LY INQUIRER 


wir ioe emnene i 


¥ 


NEXT TIME 


YOU BUY YOUR PRE-NEED PLANS 


BE SURE THEY HAVE THESE CERTIFICATES 


wal oxy, 
ac 


| 


LEGACY CONSOLIDATED-PLANS, INC.| 


CORPORATE OFFICE 
1438 Legacy Building 
‘Quezon Avenue cor. Scout Borromeo St., 
West Triangle, Quezon City, Philippines 


All Department Trunklinos : 373-60-15 to 17 


AT ALL CENTERS. 


j 


FIRST 25 SLOTS. 


O FULL PROGRAMMES. 


Marketing Trunklines: 


74-1083 Telofax: 413-2128 
ho@legacy.com.ph 
„iegacy.com.ph 


HAS IT... 


A system that can cure 
OVERWEIGHT, CELLULITE, 
BAD SKIN, BODY & FACIAL 
problems. 


It’s called BODY METRICS! 


! 5 EREE 


a . 


1 


ERS WORLD 


| PERSONAL 4TRAINING 
SLOTS* 
qe rA 


yo 
7 .\ wes 
DANCE? ` 
AEROBICS* 
a CEE 


"GREAT SAVINGS!!! 


7 


4 
{ 


=AQUAMID 
sBOTOX 
sPERLANE 


=LASER ACNE TREATMENT 


‘ART REMOVAL 


'ACIAL 


Z HOT MASQUE 


t-firming and inch loss. 


en ee 
BODY FORMER” 2 

ase 1,000 calories 
hile you relax 


on SKIN, FACE & BODY TREATMENTS 
FIRST 25 SLOTS. 


AE T | age ee 
FITNESS & SKIN HOTLINE 8873533_ MOBILE 091-SLIMMERS«7ssccs77 


Cc AEE S SS= 


GREENHILLS LEGASPI VILL. 
LanvJonah 
GF Zeta Bldg. 
Salcedo St 
893-8935 


ALABANG 
GemmarwWendy 
2F RCBC Bldg, 
Zapote-Alabang Rd. 
1009-0396 


BINONDO 
Theimajiannah 
3F Regina 
Garden t 
242-1312 


CALOOCAN 
SherryiBheng/Oiwe 
‘6F Panorama 
Bldg , Rizal Ave. 
365-7653 


CEBU 
LusaChyso _Kustine 
Basement 182 27F Atlanta Ct. 
Ayala Center #31 Annapolis 
231-3254 726-6505 


MALATE 
Dasy 
6F Adriatico Square 


Adriatico Mania 
536-0619 


www.slimmersworld.com.ph 


MEGAMALL 
GinaMaureen 
2F Bldg. A 
Mandaluyong 
631-3869 


PASAY ROAD 


1032 Arnaiz Ave. 
cor: Hernandez St 


887.1335 
09378515920 


inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph 


PASIG © SMNORTH SUBIC TRAFALGAR 
Loremo Match BettvPrecy Ama 
Restaurant Ave. 2F Annex Bidg. 2FTimes Square 28FTalaqar Paza 
‘Marcos Hieway Quezon City  RgalHway HV deb Cota 
661-5333 929-5429 2526514 814-0138 


SKIN ENTER: ALABANG 7750587109183912510 BINONDO 2420728/091 78724399 CALOOCAN 3657653 


OREIN LSTA 6A099869 MALATE 5759001050 13173415 MEGAMALL 637754309162479753 PASAY RD. 8873530/091 $689306B_ PASIG 6473814092753413 4 


A: 


“Ive just written to Michael 
Chertoff, the head of the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security, urging 
that he focus on whether we need to 
raise our threat level,” Rep. Jane 
Harman, top Democrat on the 
House Intelligence Committee, told 
ABC television. 

The US intelligence community, 
Harman sai, has assessed the threat 


in Bin Laden's new message and 
“takes it seriously.” 

‘The United States last week re- 
jected a truce offer from al-Qaida 
chief Osama bin Laden, and despite 
a threat of more attacks, authorities 
said they will not raise the national 
alert level. 

Tn an audiotape broadcast by the 
AbJazeera Arabic television net- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


the WORLD 
US high alert urged after Osama threat 


WASHINGTON—US LAWMAKERS ON SUNDAY 
urged the US administration to raise the domestic 
terror alert level, following new threats by al-Qai- 
da leader Osama bin Laden. 


‘work, Bin Laden wamed that attacks 
on the “heartland” of the United 
States were being prepared. Al-Qai- 
da staged the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks 
con New York and Washington which 
Jed to the United States declaring its 
“waron terror” 

The Department of Homeland 
Security said there was no plan to 
raise the US alert level, which now 
stands at “yellow,” or “elevated,” the 
middle of five stages. 

But Harman said “The tape that 
was released a few days ago, to my 
mind, is quite scary. 

“Certainly people in Los Angeles, 


China economy likely to become 
one of top five after strong 2005 


SHANGHAI—CHINAS ECONOMY and surging investment again 
likely became one ofthe world’s five helped secure growth of well above 
biggest in 2005 as booming exports nine percent, analysts said Monday. 
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Ahead of Wednesday’ release of 
China's 2005 economic data, ana- 
Iysts expect the world fastest grow- 
ing major economy to surge be- 
tween 9.5 and 10.3 percent to sur- 
pass the $2-trillion mark. 

“It will definitely go past France, 
so for sure China is going to be the 
number five economy in the world,” 
Chen Xingdong, an economist at 
BNP Paribas in Beijing, said. 

France's economy posted gross 
domestic product (GDP) of $2.04 
trillion in 2004, according to World 
Bank figures, and economists esti- 
mate its economy was unlikely to 
have grown by more than two per- 
cent last year. 

Given Chinas rae of 
growth—around five times faster 
than Europe's—the Asian jugger- 
naut could even surpass power- 
house Britain, the world’s fourth 
largest economy. 

“It would depend on the UKs 
GDP (last year). Number one the 
nominal GDP growth and number 
two the exchange rate of the British 
pound against the US dolla” said 
Chen. 

Only last month the Chinese 
economy had officially been worth 
$1.6 trillion, a stil formidable sum 
that placed China seventh on the list 
of world’s largest economies. 

But Beijings announcement on 
Dec. 20 that the economy had been 
erroneously undervalued by 284 
billion suddenly lifted China past 
Italy into the sixth spot. 

Following the revaluation, the 


where I come from, are being more 
vigilant around LAX (Los Angeles In- 
ternational Airport), which is a top 
terrorist target,” said Harman. 

‘Sen. John Kerry said that the ad- 
minstration has tried to “exploit” 
public fears over terrorism and re- 
peated allegations that the United 
States should have caught Bin Laden 
on the Afghan-Pakistan border in 
Jate 2001 when he was believed sur- 
rounded in some caves. 

“You know, Osama bin Laden is 
going to die of kidney failure before 
he's killed by Karl Rove and his 
crowd,” Kerry told ABC, refering to 


pi 


top presidential adviser Rove. 

“All he does is divide America over 
this issue and exploit it.” 

Peter Hoekstra, the Republican 
head of the House Intelligence Com- 
mittee, said the terror alert level 
should only be raised in the event of 
supporting evidence. 

“I think we should consider rais- 
ing the threat level, bur we shouldn't 
do itjust because we've gotten a tape 
from Osama bin Laden,” he said. 

But Hoekstra added: “When 
Osama bin Laden says he's going to 
attack the United States and he's fo- 
cused on attacking us in the home- 
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land, we should take him very, very 
seriously” 

“During the 1990s, he made these 
same kind of threats and he actually 
attacked the United States and we 
ignored it” 

Vice President Dick Cheney said 
after the Bin Laden tape surfaced 
that al-Qaida's failure to mount a 
new attack showed that Washing- 
ton's strategy is working. 

“The fact of the matter is, we have 
not been attacked in more than four 
‘years. That is notan accident, it’s not 
just dumb luck,” Cheney sai, 


Keny refuted that, AFP 
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MODELS dressed as goddesses of wealth and holding dogs pose for photo as part of a celebration for the 
Chinese Lunar New Year of the Dog at a shopping mall in Hong Kong, Jan. 23. The Chinese Lunar New 
Year, Year of the Dog celebration falls on Jan. 18 to 31. 


govemment said China's economy 
had expanded at an average rate of 
9.9 percent between 1993 and 
2004, up from 9.4 percent reported 
previously, with growth of 10.1 per- 
cent in 2004, 

For years  intemational 
economists warned that the Chinese 
economy was undervalued because 
millions of service-orientated busi- 
nesses had been unaccounted for 

‘The adjustment led the National 
Development and Reform Commis- 
sion, the nation's top economic 
planning body to overhaul its 2005 
GDP growth forecast from 9.4 per- 
cent t0 9.8 percent. 

‘The tax bureau also raised its es- 
timate to 9.8 percent. 

Economists were pleased with 


the revaluation because it meant the 
economy was in better shape than 
previously thought. 

“The details of the revisions also 
suggest that growth is on a more 
sustainable footing,” Lehman 
Brothers economist Robert Sub- 
baraman said in a note to clients. 

‘The imbalances had led to fears 
both at home and abroad that the 
massive amount of fixed-asset in- 
vestment, which at times neared a 
nerve-wracking high of 50 percent 
of GDR could lead to an inflationary 
crisis. 

But now that the economy is 
worth $284 billion more, fixed asset 
investment levels, a major barome- 
ter of how much the govemment is 
spending on major infrastructure 


projects, have improved. 

“Tt is likely that the investment- 
to-GDP ratio for 2004 will be 
vised down closer to 40 percent, 
said Subbaraman, who expects an- 
nual GDP growth of 9.8 percent 
with inflation to remain under con- 
tol. 

Even China's consumption-to- 
GDP ratio, long a source of concern 
for a government looking to shift 
more of the economic burden to the 
consumer, has improved. 

“The revised GDP data shows a 
less imbalanced economy: Over-n- 
vestment and hence concerns about 
a potential oversupply problem in 
China's economy are less severe 
than previously thought,” said Sub- 
baraman. AFP 


Diet grills Koizumi for backing 
entrepreneur in Livedoor scandal 


‘TOKYO—THE INVESTIGATION INTO INTER- 
net startup Livedoor Co. spread to the political 
sphere Monday, with politicians grilling the 
prime minister over his support for the brash, 
Young entrepreneur at the center of the scandal. 

Jitters about the probe into Livedoor, an In- 
ternet portal suspected of violating securities 
Jaws, and its 33-year-old chief executive, Taka- 
fumi Horie, sent the Tokyo stock market down 
again Monday after it tumbled last week. 

‘The whole affair is proving to be a major 
embarrassment for Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi because of his party's backing for 
Horie in last September's elections. 

During the campaign, top party officials 
stomped for Horie, a celebrity for his bold 
takeovers and defiant criticism of the stodgy 
old guard in corporate Japan. Horie and what 
he symbolized seemed to fit well with Koizu- 
mi's appeal for broader economic reform and 
fostering entrepreneurship. 

Horie ended up losing his particular race in 
what tumed out to be a landslide victory for 
Koizumi. 

But with Horie now mired in a scandal, op- 
position politicians have been quick to seize 
the opportunity to attack the prime minister. 

Seiji Maehara, leader of top opposition 


Democratic Party, accused the ruling party of 
exploiting Horie’s fame and now has some se- 
rious explaining to do to the public. 

“The Liberal Democratic victory is mere 
window-dressing that exploited such candi- 
dates,” Machara told legislators. “The prime 
minister and the ruling party cannot avoid eth- 
ical questions. The prime minister must apolo- 
gize to the people.” 

Koizumi merely replied that the govern- 
ment was still monitoring the case because it 
was still under investigation. 

News of the probe broke last Monday, when 
prosecutors raided Livedoor’s offices and 
Horie's home on suspicion the company spread 
false information related to its takeovers. Me- 
dia reports have also said the company is ac- 
cused of hiding losses. 

Speculation has been rife on when Horie 
will be questioned by investigators after his as- 
sociates overseeing takeovers reportedly were 
questioned in recent days. Major daily Asahi 
Shimbun reported Monday that Horie may be 
questioned as early as this week. The Tokyo 
prosecutors’ office declined to confirm the re- 
port. 

Horie has repeatedly denied wrongdoing, 
His comments indicate that Livedoor employ- 
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KOIZUMI speaks at Parliament in Tokyo Jan. 
23. Koizumi was grilled by the opposition for 
supporting an entrepreneur at the center of 
a criminal investigation by Tokyo prosecutors 
on dubious stock trading. ” 


ces didn't think they were doing anything ille- 
gal in their scheme using stock splits and buy- 
outs that helped Livedoor and its affiliates’ 
shares surge, making Horie an overnight mil- 
lionaire and TV star. AP 


Bush photographed with disgraced lobbyist—Time 


WASHINGTON—AT LEAST FIVE 
photos show US President George 
W. Bush with the lobbyist at the cen- 
ter of a coruption scandal, Time 
magazine reported on Sunday. 

The White House has tried to 
play down any contact with Jack 
Abramoff, who pleaded guilty to 
fraud charges this month and 
agreed to help prosecutors in a con- 
gressional corruption investiga- 
tion. 

‘Time did not publish the pho- 
tographs, saying its source refused 
to provide them for publicatio 
Most look like those taken at presi- 


ABRAMOFF neures 


dential receptions, i said. 

‘The White House has said Bush 
does not know Abramoff and does 
not recall meeting him, and that 
the lobbyist attended two Han- 
nukah receptions and a few staff- 
level meetings at the White House. 

“Mr. Abramoff admitted being 
involved in outrageous wrongdo- 
ing,” White House spokesperson 
Dana Perino said on Sunday. 

“The president does not recall 
meeting him. We have previously 
indicated, however, it would not be 
surprising if the president met him 
at some of the widely attended 


events we know they both attend- 
ed,” she said, “The president has 
taken tens upon thousands of pic- 
tures at such events.” 

‘Time said in one photograph 
Bush appears with Abramoff and 
Raul Garza, then chair of the Kick- 
apoo Indians, which owned a casi- 
no in Texas and were represented 
by the lobbyist. It also included sev- 
eral other unidentified people. 

‘Time quotes White House 
spokesperson Erin Healy as saying 
that available records show 
‘Abramoff was not at the event at- 
tended by Garza. Reuters 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


The WORLD A 
US solons seek review of eavesdropping rules 


WASHINGTON—US SURVEIL- 
lance laws should be reviewed 
and possibly rewritten to allow 
the type of eavesdropping that US 
President George W. Bush has 
been criticized for authorizing, 
lawmakers from both parties said 
on Sunday. 

Democrats and some Republi- 
cans have said the Bush adminis- 
tration’s classified warrantless 
eavesdropping program is illegal. 
‘The White House has strongly de- 
fended the National Security 
Agency surveillance as legal and 
essential. The Senate Judiciary 
Committee starts hearings on the 
issue on Feb. 6. 

‘The NSA has been monitoring 
communications, including e- 
mail and telephone calls, into and 
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out of the United States by people 
believed linked to al-Qaida or re- 
lated groups. 

‘An audio tape by Osama bin 
Laden that emerged last week 
threatening new attacks on the Unit- 
ed States has heightened security 
concems, Neither party can afford to 
be seen as failing to protect the 
country, particularly as corruption 
scandals and public questioning of 
the Iraq war loom over November's 
congressional elections. 

Lawmakers on several Sunday 
talk shows said that if the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act 
(Fisa) does not give Bush the 
tools and legal framework he 
needs to monitor potential 
threats, the president should ask 
Congress to change the law 


rather than bypass it 

Massachusetts Democrat John 
Kerry, who endorsed former Vice 
President Al Gore's call for an inde- 
pendent investigation of the Bush 
program, said on ABC's “This 
Week” that some Republicans like 
Bush adviser Karl Rove are trying 
to equate Democratic opposition to 
‘warrantless spying as weakness. 

“What he's (Rove) trying to 
pretend is somehow Democrats 
don’t want to eavesdrop appro- 
priately to protect the country. 

‘That's a lie,” Kerry said. “We're 
prepared to eavesdrop wherever 
and whenever necessary in order 
to make America safer.” 


changed, “then come to us and 
tellus... There is a way to protect 
the Constitution and not go offon 
your own and violate it.” 

Other prominent Democratic sen- 
ators including Dick Durbin of Ii- 
nois, Charles Schumer of New York 
and Joseph Lieberman of Connecti- 
cut made similar comments about 
reexamining the breadth and 
modernity of Fisa in television inter- 
views a few days after Rove urged 
Republicans to campaign on nation- 
al security and the war on terror 

“Senate Democrats continue to 
engage in misleading and out- 
landish charges about this vital 
tool that helps us do exactly what 
ButKerry said the spyinghasto the 9/11 Commission said we 
be legal and constitutional and if needed to do—connect the dots,” 
Bush needs the law to be White House spokesperson Scott 


Bolivia’s Morales vows justice for Indian majority 


LA PAZ—EVO MORALES WAS 
sworn in Sunday as Bolivia's new 
president, vowing to end what he 
described as five centuries of hu- 
miliation and abuse of the coun- 
trys Indian majority. 

‘Wearing a dark suit and no tie, 
the former union leader for im- 
poverished coca leaf growers, 
himselfan Aymara Indian, fought 
back tears as he took an oath of 
office before 11 presidents and 
government leaders from Latin 
‘America and Europe. 

Morales, a left-winger and 
longtime protest leader, focused 
his nearly two-hour inauguration 
speech on bringing justice to the 
country’s indigenous majority. 

Noting that Bolivian Indians 
made up 62 percent of the popula- 
tion, he said: “We have been con- 
demned, humiliated ... and never 
recognized as human beings.” 

“Five hundred years of cam- 
paigning and popular resistance 
by indigenous people has not 
been in vain,” he continued. “We 
are here and we say that we have 
achieved power to end the injus- 
tice, the inequality and oppres- 
sion thatwe have lived under.” 

The new president held a mo- 
ment of silence for those who had 
died in social struggles in Bolivia in 
recent years, calling them “martyrs.” 

His fiery speech also mentioned 
Latin American revolutionaries 
‘Che Guevara and Simon Bolivar. 


Protests greet 
Roe vs Wade 
anniversary 


ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA—THOU- 
sands of abortion opponents 
massed outside Minnesota's 
Capitol in one of several protests 
across the United States on the 
33rd anniversary of US Supreme 
Court decision legalizing abor- 
tion, amid heightened hopes and 
fears over what a new face on the 
Supreme Court will mean for 
abortion rights. 

A crowd of sign-wavers clad in 
parkas, winter boots and collars 
turned up against a cutting wind 
Sunday to call for a ban on public 
funding of abortion. 

“We must stop abortion in our 
state,” said Scott Fischbach, head 
of Minnesota Citizens Concerned 
for Life. “Things are changing in 
this country.” 

Many abortion opponents said 
they were heartened by President 
George W. Bush's choice of Samuel 
Alito to replace Justice Sandra Day 
O'Connor, a moderate who was of- 
ten the court's swing vote. 

Alito, who appears to have sol- 
id support from the Senate's Re- 
publican majority, refused during 
his confirmation hearings to 
agree with assertions by 
Democrats that Roe v. Wade was 


‘McClellan said in a statement. 

“It defies common sense for 
Democrats to now claim the admin- 
istration is acting outside its author- 
ity while their own party leaders 


have been briefed more than a 
dozen times—only after there was a 
Jeak and subsequent media covers 
age did they start criticizing the pro- 
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party who was nodding off and up- 
braided him: “That senator from 
‘Cochabamba, don't fall asleep.” 

Morales rose to prominence as 
a leader of street protests and 
roadblocks that helped topple 
two Bolivian presidents in the 
past three years. He was elected 
on Dec. 18, 2005, with almost 54 
percent of the vote. 

In a second speech Sunday to 
supporters crammed into a city 
plaza, Morales promised “a gov- 
ernment without dead people.” 

“The blood spilled by our broth- 
ers has not been in vain,” he said of 
those who had died in mass street 
protests over the past years. 

“We are not vengeful. We are 
not going to take revenge on any- 
one,” he told the river of people 
crowding the square and the 
main avenue leading to it, who 
were waving the Bolivian nation- 
al flag and the multi-color flags 
representing the country’s 37 in- 
digenous groups. 

“We are going to show those 
who massacred us and murdered 
us how to govern.” 
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NEW Bolivian President Evo Morales (right) and his Venezuelan 
counterpart Hugo Chavez wave from the Quemado Presidential Palace 
balcony in La Paz, Jan. 22. Radical leftwinger and coca leader Evo 

Morales was sworn in as the first indigenous leader of Bolivia and vowed 
to end what he called the humiliation of the native population. 
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And as his speech dragged on 
he said: “It’s not my custom to 
talk much. Don't think that I've 
been infected by Fidel and 
Chavez.” He was referring to 
Cuban President Fidel Cas- 


tro—who was invited but ab- 
sent—and Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez, both known for 
lengthy, grandiloquent speeches. 
Then he made the guests laugh 
by tuming to a member of his own 


signin 2003. 


Japan tells US ‘ball in its court’ on beef 


‘TOKYO—JAPAN TOLD A TOP US 
envoy Monday that the burden 
was on Washington to ensure its 
beef was safe and ordered fresh 
checks on imports after Tokyo im- 
posed a new ban over mad cow 
disease concerns. 

US Deputy Secretary of State 
Robert Zoellick’s first visit to 
Tokyo since his appointment a 
year ago was overshadowed by 
Japan's abrupt announcement 
late Friday it was suspending all 
further beef imports. 

“We will act resolutely in con- 
formity with the rules. The ball is 
now on the US court,” Agricul- 
ture Minister Shoichi Nakagawa 
said Monday, as quoted by Jiji 
Press news agency. 

Japan, formerly the US indus- 
trys biggest market, ordered US 
beef off the market after a ship- 
ment from New York contained 
spinal columns, which were 
banned as a precaution against 
mad cow disease. 

The renewed ban came just a 
month after Japan lifted a rwo- 
year embargo on US beef amid in- 
tense pressure from its closest al- 
ly—diplomacy led in part by 
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Zoellick, who was previously US 
trade representative. 

Zoellick in a meeting with Foreign 
Minister Taro Aso said the company 
that shipped the suspicious meat, At- 
lantic Veal and Lamb, was being tak- 
en off the list of firms that would be 
able to export to Japan. 

“ic was a very regrettable and 
unacceptable mistake,” Zoellick 
told Aso, as quoted by a Japanese 
official who attended their talks. 

A high-level delegation from the 
US agriculture department was 
due in Japan Monday to discuss 
how to lift the ban. Aso indicated 
Japan would be willing to buy US 
beef again once it is confident it 
‘meets its health guidelines. 

“Te was very regrettable but we 
understand the United States has 
made clear statements that it was 
a mistake on its part. It is impor- 
tant to figure out what the cause 
was and not to repeat the same 
thing,” Aso told Zoellick. 

But the government also ordered 
new searches on US beef that has 
already been removed from the 
market and has been placed in stor- 
age following the ban, to find out 
whether the shipment confiscated 


Friday was part of a pattem. 

“Just to make sure, we instruct- 
ed ministries and agencies to ask 
Japanese importers to check vol- 
untarily and report whether their 
imports of US beef that are al- 
ready in Japan contain spines,” 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo 
Abe, the government spokesper- 
son, told a news conference. 

The visit is a long way from what 
Zoellick intended. The State Depart- 
ment last week announced his visit 
saying he would push for US beef to 
be “treated fairly based on intema- 
tionally recognized standards." 

It was the standard US line 
seeking a relaxing of Japanese 
standards for beef imports. Tokyo 
agreed in December to buy US 
beef provided it came from cattle 
no older than 20 months and that 
parts such as brains and spinal 
material be removed. 

Most Japanese consumers 
have shied away from US beef 
since its return to the market, 
preferring Australian or more ex- 
pensive domestic meat after the 
US industry endured two years of 
bad publicity during the embar- 
g0. AFP 


Kuwait emir too sick to rule, says Cabinet 
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to replace Sheikh Saad. 


a major showdown Monday after the 
government formally asked parliament 
to start action to remove the oil-rich 
Gulf state's ailing new emir barely a 
week after he became ruler. 

Parliament plans to hold a session 
on Tuesday for Sheikh Saad al-Abdul- 
lah al-Sabah’s removal, just hours be- 
fore he is due to be formally sworn in 
as emir, 

If Sheikh Saad is voted out of office, 
it would be the first time a Kuwaiti ruler 
is removed by parliament. 

Parliament speaker Jassem al-Kho- 
rafi told AFP that the government has 
submitted an official letter to the house 
to begin constitutional proceedings to 
remove Sheikh Saad. 

“Yes, I received the letter,” said Kho- 
rafi, who declined to give further de- 
tails. 

The Cabinet is headed by power- 
ful Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah al- 
Ahmad al-Sabah, who has been lead- 
ing the country’s day-to-day affairs 
for years, has received the backing 
AP of most members of the ruling family 


“settled law," upsetting support- 
ers of abortion rights and heart- 
ening opponents. 

In San Francisco, thousands of 
abortion opponents shouldering 
signs with slogans such as “Peace 
Begins in the Womb” marched 
Saturday, while abortion rights 
supporters along the march route 
waved clothes hangers and 
shouted “Bigots go home.” 

“Abortion rights have been slow- 
ly whittled away while we haven't 
even been looking,” said Kiny 
Striker, 22, who decorated her hair 
with small coat hanger replicas for 
the counter-protest. “That's what's 
so shocking and so scary to me.” 

In Idaho, nearly 400 abortion 
protesters marched at the State- 
house Saturday, including Reid 
Richardson and his 5-year-old 
stepdaughter, Allie Zebley, who 
carried sign with her ultrasound 
photo and the words, “This is me 
at 16 weeks.” 


Parliamentary sources told AFP that 
the house was due to hold a session on 
the constitutional measures to remove 
the emir early Tuesday, in an apparent 
bid to abort the swearing-in requested 
by the emir due to take place later that 
day. 

If parliament approves measures to 
remove the emir—who is said to be so 
ill that he cannot read out the two-line 
oath—there will be no need to hold the 
second session, the sources said. 

Sheikh Saad, who became emir on 
the death of Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al- 
Sabah last Sunday, decided to be sworn 
in this week despite the government's 
determination to remove him on health 
grounds, plunging the country deeper 
into crisi 

To remove the emir, a two-thirds ma- 
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jority vote is required by the 65-mem- 
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ber parliament, which includes 16 Cab- 
inet ministers. 

‘The parliament's bureau, headed by 
Khorafi, is holding an emergency meet- 
ing Monday to look into the constitu- 
tional crisis- AFP 
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TheNNORLD . 
Russia, Georgia in energy row 


‘TBILISI, GEORGIA—AZERBAUAN HAS START- 
ed supplying Russian natural gas to Georgia, the 
Georgian gas company said Monday, helping 
‘compensate for a cutoff of gas caused by explo- 
sions in southern Russian pipelines that brought 
a new energy crisis to the Caucasus Mountains 
nation and set off a furious diplomatic row. 

Georgian leaders kept up a barrage of accusa- 
tions that the blasts—which also cut supplies to 
‘Armenia—were deliberate and part of a Russian 
policy to punish Tbilisi for its attempts to dis- 
tance itself from Moscow. : 

Parliamentary Speaker Nino Burdzhanadze 
told Ekho Moskvy radio late Sunday that “we 
have long been warned, including by some Rus- 
sian politicians, that if we continue the indepen- 
dence policy we are pursuing, if we insist on the 
‘withdrawal of Russian peacekeepers and so on, 
then Georgia will remain without electricity or 
gas, which has in fact occurred.” 

Russia has strongly denied responsiblity for 
Sunday's gas pipeline explosions in the North 
Ossetia region bordering Georgia as well as a 
blast at an electricity transmission tower in an- 
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other region, Karachayevo-Cherkessiya, that 
had supplied Georgia. Russian prosecutors 
blamed sabotage for the pipeline blasts and Rus- 
sian news reports said explosive residue was 
found near the blast sites. 

‘Azerbaijan began pumping Russian gas to 
Georgia around 10 p.m. Sunday, said Natiya 
Bandzeladze, a spokesperson for the Georgian 
Intemational Gas Corp. Azerbaijan was to pro- 
vide 3 million cubic meters a day—close to half 
of the 7 million cubic meters Georgia usually re- 
ceives from Russia. Bandzeladze said about half 
of Thilis’s 1.5 million residents would be sup- 
plied normally while other consumers in the 
capital would have to wait two to three days. 

Bandzeladze suggested consumers outside 
Tbilisi would have to wait even longer, and Pres- 
ident Mikhail Saakashvili said three would be 
one- to two-hour blackouts in some districts for 
the next several days. In some regions, nighttime 
temperatures have reached minus 30 Celsius. 

Georgian Prime Minister Zurab Nogaideli said 
Georgia had starting importing electricity from 
Turkey, and Energy Minister Nika Gelauri was in 
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Iran on Monday hoping to negotiate gas supplies 
there. 

‘The pipeline shutdown hit Georgia, which has 
faced extreme energy shortages for more than a 
decade, with a fresh crisis as it headed into a cold 
snap. Municipal heating systems in Georgia 
went out of service in the mid-1990s amid the 
country’s post-Soviet economic collapse and 
many households rely on gas space heaters to 
stay warm. 

‘The gas shutdown underlined Georgia's and 
Armenia's dependence on Russian energy sup- 
plies. Georgian officials often bristle at the de- 
pendence and what they say are Russian at- 
tempts to use it to interfere in the politics of its 
‘one-time imperial subject, which now is pursu- 
ing proWestem policies. 

“We categorically demand from the Russian 
leadership the resumption of energy supplies to 
Georgia as a matter of urgency and that Russia 
fulfill its obligations as provided for under con- 
tract as is provided for under civilized, interna- 
tional trade relations,” Saakashvili told reporters 
inToilisi. AP 


Honor guards decked out in their medieval 
military costumes of blue, red and yellow, 
receive the Pope Benedict XVI's blessing in 
Saint Peter’s Square in Vatican City, Jan. 22, 
during the commemorative festivities for the 
500th anniversary of the Swiss Guard, 


Eastern Europe’s 
bitter cold claims ; 
17 more lives 


MOSCOW—MUCH OF NORTHERN AND 
eastern Europe remained in the grip of bitter- ;t 
ly cold weather Sunday as an Arctic freeze “ 
claimed victims from Lithuania to Turkey. |; 
At least 17 weather-related deaths were re- + 
ported over the weekend. A 
Moscow's death toll from Siberian tempera- 
tures jumped to at least 79 after three more 
people froze to death overnight Saturday. An- 
‘other 20 were hospitalized with hypothermia, “$ 
the Interfax news agency said. a 
‘Temperatures in the Russian capital eased $ 
slightly to about minus 18 Celsius, after reach- 3 
ing as low as minus 23 C overnight. 3 
Ín Estonia, where temperatures fell to minus Y 
26 C in the southeastern part of the Baltic na- } 
tion, several fires were caused by overheating, 4 
killing two people Sunday. 4 
Fire engines from the Soviet era had to be, $ 
taken out of mothballs as they were more effec- 4 
tive in resisting the icy temperatures. Py 
‘Two more people died from cold in Lithua- $ 
nia over the weekend, bringing the total to $ 
eight and about 100 fires were caused by faulty 4 
heaters. l 
Three elderly people also died in Ukraine, t 
raising the total to 21 deaths since tempera- } 
tures dropped at the start of last week, H 
Five deaths from hypothermia were report- i 
1 
{ 


ed in neighboring Poland, where rail and road 
traffic was seriously disrupted Sunday, bring- 
ing the total of people to have died from the 
cold since October to 127. 

In Turkey, a man died of exposure after walk- 
ing in snow-covered mountains in the north of: 
the country, the Anatolia news agencysaid. %4 

‘And in eastern Germany, a man died in a' $ 
pile-up caused by black ice. 1 

Across the northern swathe of Europe, from 
Russia across the Baltics to the Scandinavian 
states, authorities sought to keep energy sup- 
plies running, road and rail traffic circulating 
and health authorities alerted in the midst of 
the extreme conditions. 

Tn the Moscow region, authorities resolved a 
number of cases of failed heat supplies to 
homes and traffic problems caused by heavy 
snowfall, news reports said, while regions 
struggled to keep aging heating systems opera- 
tional. 

Forecasters there said temperatures would 
fall on Monday to minus 24 C but would rise 
later in the week to minus 12 C on Thursday. 

In Turkey, heavy snowfall swept across the 
north and east on Saturday, isolating more 
than 3,600 villages and cutting off electricity 
supplies to hundreds of others. 

Rescuers took more than 11 hours to trans- 
port a sick woman to the nearest hospital 50 
km away. AFP 
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Unequal relationship 


HE LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ON 
| the RP-US Visiting Forces Agreement last week 
adopted a concurrent resolution calling for the ter- 
mination and renegotiation of the controversial treaty. 
‘The next step is to have the resolution adopted by both 
houses of Congress before it is submitted to the Presi- 
dent. 
We hope that the resolution will be 
EDITORIAL adopted without delay by Congress to 
3 make it clear to the United States that 
the people, through their representatives, will not brook 
any insult to the sovereignty of their country. Adoption of 
the concurrent resolution does not mean immediate ab- 
rogation of the RP-US Visiting Forces Agreement. The res- 
olution has to be approved by President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, and even if approved, six months will have to pass 
before the VFA is automatically terminated. 

The process for a review of Visiting Forces Agreement 
has to be set in motion. An actual case—the alleged rape 
of a Filipino woman by four US Marines—has shown that 
there is at least one lopsided provision of the agreement. 
A review is bound to expose other provisions disadvanta- 
geous to the Philippines. 

‘The Philippines can, of course, try to exhaust all diplo- 
matic means to get custody of the four accused US 
Marines. Butif history is any guide, the US governmentis 
never going to hand over the four Marines to the Philip- 
pine government. Even during the time when the RP-US 
Bases Agreement was in force, the-United States never 
gave custody of its accused servicemen to the Philippine 
government. In most cases, the accused were spirited 
away, and the Filipino victims in criminal cases never ob- 
tained justice. 

‘The Philippines’ only consolation in the present case is 
that the four US Marines have not been spirited away. In 
two recent cases—one in Japan and another in South Ko- 
rea—the US military quickly turned over the accused ser- 
vicemen to the host governments. It is said that in the 
case of the Philippines, the United States does not have 
any military bases, unlike in Japan and South Korea. Still, 
the basic fact is that a crime was allegedly committed on 
Philippine soil. A Filipino citizen was allegedly violated. 
And the crime alleged to have been committed had noth- 
ing to do with the US servicemen's official functions. 

The US government's disregard of the Philippine 
court’s warrant of arrest is a clear sign of disrespect for 
Philippine laws. The Bill Rights of the Philippine Consti- 
tution and the Philippine Rules of Court, patterned after 
those of the United States, give sufficient protection to 
the accused, There should be no concern that the rights of 
the Americans accused in the Subic rape case would be vi- 
olated. 

Itis unfortunate that a 22-year-old Filipino woman was 
allegedly violated in this first case that is also a test case 
of the provisions of the Visiting Forces Agreement. But 
the case has shown very clearly that the VFA is disadvan- 
tageous to the Philippines. Itis a case that strongly points 
up the need to terminate and renegotiate the agreement. 

‘Under the VEA, the Philippines and the United States 
are not equals. The VFA allows the US to treat the Philip- 
pines not as a co-equal, sovereign state but as colony, a 
vassal state. The agreement perpetuates the master- 
slave, patron-client relationship that was supposed to 
have ended when the US restored independence to the 
Philippines on July 4, 1946. 

‘The United States continues to treat the Philippines like 
a colony. It has not sent an ambassador to Manila in the 
past nine months; the US Embassy is headed by a charge 
d'affaires. When Foreign Secretary Roberto Romulo went 
to the United States, he was met not by US Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice. He met not with an undersecre- 
tary, not with a deputy secretary, but with a deputy assi 
tant secretary of state. Assistant na, deputy pa. That is 
how low the Philippines is in the esteem of the United 
States, And the two states are supposed to have special, 
brotherly relations. 

Clearly, the Visiting Forces Agreement has to be renego- 
tiated to make it more just to the Philippines. And the first 
step is for Congress to adopt the concurrent resolution 
approved by the Legislative Oversight Committee on the 
VFA. Adoption of the resolution will send a clear signal to 
the United States that the Philippines will no longer suf- 
fer an insult to its sovereignty. 
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THE CURSE THAT HOUNDS US IS NOT 
shortages of jobs, oil, schoolrooms or medicines. 
Tes the glut of would-be saviors. Self-anointed, 
they muscle each other aside to save us, peas- 
ants, from an embattled corrupt regime. 

Jose de Venecia, Fidel Ramos and Franklin 
Drilon shun the title of “liberator” but coyiy bur- 
nish their armor. The deposed president, Joseph 
Estrada, would deliver us from Arroyo misgover- 
nance, too. But soldiers must first, he whines, re- 
install him in Malacafiang with bayonets. 

Or does Erap merely want to hire a coup? 
“Coups for rent are this troubled country’s 
newest business,” noted Visayan Daily Star af- 
ter 325 Magdalo mutineers swooped into 
Makati's Oakwood Hotel in July 2003. 

Erap denied funding those high-powered 
weapons, shiny combat boots, sophisticated 
radios, tailored armbands, vans, etc. for a 
crack at chairing a junta. So, who did? the pa- 
per wondered. 

“Our idealism is not for hire,” swore Navy 
Lt. Antonio Trillanes and his fellow rebels. 
“Oakwood was a spontaneous gathering,” they 
said, to save the country from Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. But nobody else welcomed these 
“emanicipators.” 

Now, we have additional “saviors”: Magdalo 
detainees who the military says “escaped”: 
Capt. Nathaniel Rabonza and lst Lts. 
Lawrence San Juan, Sonny Sarmiento and 
Patricio Bundag. Add them to Marine Capt. 
Nicanor Faeldon and 2nd Lt. Junnibert Tubo 
who scrammed earlier. 

‘Their statement, titled “In Fulfillment of Our 
Swor Duty” claims their mutiny was in defense 
of the people who had tumed into apathetic 
dolts anaesthetized into inaction. Thats us. We 
should be thankful for liberators like them. 

We should? But I'm unable to recall asking 
to be saved by liberators in combat boots. 
‘Chalk up that one to senility. Sorry. 

In a democratic country, everyone is entitled 
to his wrong opinion. And former soldiers, 
reincarnated as civilians, are welcome—and 
‘expected—to engage in the political process. 
Look at Fortunato Abat or Renato de Villa. 


IT WAS WITH A HUGE SENSE OF RELIEF 
that I greeted last Sunday afternoon. I didn't 
know how much more of the ads I could take 
about Manny Pacquiao's impending fight with 
Erik Morales. Every time I watched the NBA 
on Solar Sports, I would be deluged by them. 
Some were completely silly—“a warrior 
(Morales) ranged against a united nation,” or 
words to that effect—which made you want 
to say, “Ang dami naman kaaway ni Morales, 
isa-isa lang.” The others went full throttle in 
heroic mode: “His shoulders carry the hope of 
millions.” Last I looked, it was a boxing bout 
and not a rescue mission to save those 
trapped in ahurricane. 

But it had, in fact, turned out that way: The 
match had taken on the aspect of life and 
death, of the very survival of the nation. My 
heart went out to the guy, I refused to imagine 
‘what would happen if he lost a second time to 
Morales. It wasn't just the chance for Mike Ar- 
royo, Mikey Arroyo, Prospero Nograles, Chavit 
Singson et al. to bask in his glory that was at 
stake, it was the chance for ordinary folk to feel 
good about themselves and the world that was 
5o. The common man's levels of identification 
with Pacquiao were staggering, It wasn’t just 
Pacquiao that stood to taste the canvas ifit had 
happened, it was an entire people. 

T caught a glimpse of that when I came 
home shortly before the fight and found the 
streets absolutely desolate even for a Sunday 
aftemoon. When I got home, a throng had 
gathered along the length of the stores in our 
housing project, watching the TV sets with ex- 
pressions not unlike anticipating a deliver- 
ance or a beheading. When the fight began, 
the collective groans and shouts of jubilation 
rocked our buildings. Mine was one of those 
voices that produced thar booming chorus, 

T rejoice with other Filipinos over Pacquiao's 
feat, delivered not just at a timely moment in 
our lives when we need heroes but exception- 
ally masterfully. This one is easily Pacquiao's 
best fight, even better than his demolition of 
now reigning super-featherweight champion 


Magdalo rebels threaten te 
er in ousting the administration 
weapons paid by taxes from “apathetic dolts 
anesthetized into inaction”? Or from “coup for 
hire” budgets? 

‘And shouldn't our “saviors” first resign their 
commissions? As the Constitution says, citi- 
zens support a professional military, like India 
or Britain, but not a clutch of incipient caudil- 
los as in Pakistan or Fiji. “How poor the coun- 
try" writer Luis de San Martin once said, "that 
must suffer gloriously triumphant generals.” 

Did the detainees “escape”? Or did they 
stroll out after guards left the door open? The 
unlocked doors signal military displeasure 
with President Arroyo's skewed appointments, 
an officer told the Ingumer. “We decided not to 
do anything against the President but we will 
not stop anything against her.” 

Nonsense. Refusal to make a decision is a deci- 
sion. So the question really is: Quis custodiet ipsos 
custodes? (Who will watch the watchmen?) 

“At the age of four, with paper hats and 
wooden swords, we are all generals, “actor Pe- 
ter Ustinov once said. “But some of us never 
outgrow it.” 

This juvenile mindset, sporting military 
epaulets, ignores history. “Governments domi- 
nated by the military are the least likely to re- 
spond to the needs of the poor,” notes the 
Swedish institute of International Affairs in the 
study, “The Military in Politics." 

Juntas from Nigeria, Uganda, Chile, Haiti, 
Colombia to Thailand and Burma failed to se- 
cure national stability. The New York Times 
summed up this failure in one pithy headline: 
“The Army Ploughs the Seas.” 

Thus, even the Association of Southeast 
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Marco Antonio Barrera some years ago. This 
‘one will join the annals of boxing as a classic, 
along with “Thrilla in Manila” and “Rumble in 
the Jungle,” if only among us Filipinos. This 
wasn't a fight between a slugger and a boxer 
the way the first match between Pacquiao and 
Morales went, this was a fight between two 
boxers at the top of their game. Ies always un- 
fortunate that someone has to lose in a match 
like this, but boy am I glad it wasn’t Pacquiao. 

‘The fight commentators would say the one 
thing Pacquiao did right this time was to stay in 
the center of the ring rather than on the ropes. 
‘They're right of course. But where I sat, the one 
thing he did right this time—which should 
serve as a signal lesson for this country—was 
that he prepared for the long haul. He did not 
go into the ring expecting to do quick work, a 
Knockout in the early going, as he seems to 
have done 10 months ago. He went into the 
ring expecting a long-drawn war, and prepared 
for it. He got the war, and won it brilliantly. He 
was patient all the way, though he boxed re- 
lentlessly, and the patience paid off. In boxing, 
as in anything worth doing, there are few 
shortcuts, there are few easy paths. 

‘Sunday was a day to make you proud to be 
Filipino. But it had a horrendously bitter af- 
tertaste, which was Mike Arroyo and Chavit 
‘Singson climbing into the ring to whoop it up 
with the victor. Batas Mauricio is the source of 
the text that swiftly went around the capital 
suggesting what the public thought about 
that scene, Someone who bought a ticket to a 
cinema to see the fight texted him to say 
(translating it into regular English): "We 
watched Pacquiao KO Morales in 10 rounds at 
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‘Asian Nations in November 2004 acknowl- 
edged in its Asean Security Community Plan of 
Action that ‘Asean countries shall not condone 
unconstitutional and undemocratic changes of 
government.” 

In establishing the Philippine Military 
‘Academy, President Manuel Quezon “denied 
control over the nation’s arsenals to estab- 
lished elites, whether nationalist lawyers from 
University of the Philippines or corporate exec- 
utives from Ateneo,” professor Alfred McCoy 
wrote in “Closer Than Brothers.” “Quezon fos- 
tered a tradition of military professionalism ... 
and showed wariness of military involvement 
in partisan politics,” as did Nehru of India. 

‘West Point graduate Fidel Ramos is a prod- 
uct of this professional military, the book 
notes. “His opposition to nine coups affirmed 
those values of apolitical service to the state. 
(But) his long service to the dictatorship gave 
form to these fears.” 

Each president “leaves an invisible legacy in 
the values of officers it has trained and com- 
missioned,” he said. PMA Class 1940 had 79 
graduates who never faltered in constitutional 
fidelity. They bore Quezon’s stamp. 

Marcos uncorked the coup genie with PMA 
Class 1971. Among its 85 graduates, Panfilo 
Lacson and four were linked to torture, six 
were murdered, Gregorio Honasan and 14 oth- 
ers led coups that flopped. One general was 
convicted of graft. 

‘Today's rebels were shaped by that mixed 
legacy. ‘A tentative belief in civil supremacy and 
military professionalism somehow survived the 
Marcos years.” All surveys to date show that peo- 
ple resist constitutional hijacking. 

Will that last under the impact of President Ar- 
royo's “pampering for survival” practices in the 
military? “Long after a president’s name is re- 
membered only in street signs and school 
books,” the Yale study notes, “an entire cohort of 
officers will bear the imprint of his or her deci- 
sions.” 

Yes, yes. But who will save us, in the mean- 
time, from our saviors? 

(E-mail :juan_mercado@pacific.net.ph) 


Rockwell. It was a great fight. We were all 
happy, and for a while we forgot our problems 
with GMA and her corrupt government. But 
after the fight whom would you see but Mike 
Arroyo embracing Pacquiao. The audience in 
the moviehouse booed loudly. Even if we won 
and are happy, we haven't forgotten their cor- 
ruption.” 

‘Arroyo and company being there was in fact 
a rude reminder of it. It was like waking up 
from a dream to a living nightmare. What their 
contribution was to Pacquiao's victory only 
they can say, They didn't train, they didn't 
sweat, they didn’t taste leather. All they did 
was fly to Las Vegas and place bets. Of course, 
they will say they used their own money, but 
that money used to be the taxpayers before 
they made it their own. Ido not recall that they 
blamed themselves for Pacquiao's loss the last 
time he fought Morales, or had their photos 
taken with him in a show of profound commis- 
eration. As to their prayers doing wonders, one 
would imagine the govemment officials of 
Mexico also know how to pray, as indeed 
Morales himself. Why God should particularly 
want to listen to them rather than to Morales’ 
camp, well, they must have different Gods. 

For all Alaxan’s relentless pummeling of 
the viewer with its ads, it at least took a risk 
with Pacquiao. It put its money where its 
mouth was. Had Pacquiao lost, all those ads 
would be worthless. It deserves all the re- 
wards it gets from his victory. 

As for the Filipino officials who crowded at 
ringside, all they deserve is what they got 
from the fans at Rockwell. While at that, I 
don’t know that there were any Mexican offi- 
cials in the same rows with them, For most 
other countries, including the poorer ones 
like Mexico, boxing is a source of national 
pride but it is not something one puts in the 
taxpayers’ tab in aid of legislation. 

Pacquiao completely dazzlingly, furiously 
and honestly did his job and made us proud, 
Tell us lady and gentlemen: 

When will you do yours? 
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SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA, GUESTING ON 
the dzRH program Cecile Alvarez and I co-host 
every Sunday evening, presented various argu- 

ments for a shift to a parliamentary/unicameral 

‘Form of government. This includes the fact that 

governments all over Europe, in the most success- 

i tiger economies of Asia, e.g., Thailand, Korea, 
‘Singapore, Malaysia, as well as those in the East 
‘Pacific such as Australia and New Zealand, are all 
{parliamentary. 

In tum, we raised the issues uppermost in the 
‘minds of people. Such as, if parliamentary govem- 
‘ments fall on a no-confidence-vote, wouldn't this 
‘promote even more instability? JDV replied that a 
‘safety net against frequent change of government is 
{proposed in the new Constitution. It provides that 
‘the no-confidence motion may not be entertained 
‘within 1 % years after parliamentary elections so as 
‘to allow the new govemment to get its moorings, 
land 1 % years before the next elections to enable 
‘MPs to prepare for the next campaign. Thus, says 
“IDV for three of the five year-life of Parliament, the 
‘government remains stable and only in the middle 
‘two years can it be voted out. 

‘Another frequently asked question is: How 
jean a parliamentary government thrive under 
‘our present set-up where politicians move from 
party to party: JDV agreed that a parliamentary 

ent is a party government where re- 

Sponsibility for what happens to the country 

-rests with the ruling party. To ensure this, he said 
‘the new constitution will penalize political turn- 
‘coatism. If an MP wants to change party affilia- 

“tion, he should first resign his post. JDV also 
pointed out that a companion provision will pro- 
vide state subsidy for the election expenses of 
the two major political groups, as in many other 
countries. The subsidy, he argued, would mini- 
mize the election expenses of candidates, less- 
ening the temptation for corruption in govern- 
ment. 

De Venecia ended with an appeal to the senators 

to join the debate over Charter change. Let's talk 


TT WAS MOVIE WRITER CRISTY FERMIN (OUT 
of the army of reporters and commentators dis- 
patched to cover the Pacquiao-Morales bout in 
Las Vegas) who best summed up the impact of 
Pacquiao's victory over the Mexican boxer. 

‘Speaking in Filipino, Fermin said Morales “en- 
tered the ring looking so handsome, and left it 
with his Face all bloody and swollen.” And, accord- 
ing to reports, he headed straight for the hospital, 
aswell. 

Indeed, at least as far as women in the arena 
and watching the bout onscreen were concerned, 
among the distinctions between the two fighters, 
apart from Morales’ superior reach and the vaunt- 
ed power of Pacquiao's left hook, were the Mexi- 
Gan’s dark, brooding good looks, quite a contrast to 
the homelier GenSan native's Pinoy-na-Pinoy vis- 
age. 

E Still, however much we may rue the ruination 
of Morales’ features, we were firmly in Pacquiao's 
camp, part of the “One Nation in Jubilation,” as 
this paper's magnificent headline blared yesterday, 
that emerged atthe climactic moment on the 10th 
round when Pacquiao brought Morales to his 
knees. 

Such was the build-up and the patriotic fervor 

whipped up prior to the fight that at the early 
stages of the bout, I felt a pang of sympathy and 
fear for our boy Manny. Morales was still in good 
form, and giving as good as he got, and it struck 
me that Pacquiao would be in for more than just 
pitying looks and consuelo de bobo (cold comfort) 
should he succumb to the Mexican. 
WAS Pacquiao simply lucky that a confluence of 
factors—Morales’ weight problems, his previ- 
ous defeats, and our boxer’s own excellent 
training and conditioning, not to mention a 
new brand of gloves—led to such a decisive vic- 
tory? 

Yesterday's editorial in this paper rightly 
pointed out that the right lessons need to be 
earned from Pacquiao's achievement. And the 
first and most important is that any success—in 
the ring, in school, in business and in life—is at- 
tained only with hard work, thorough training 
and excellent preparation, coupled of course 


BEING CAPRICORN AND ASIAN, I AM AS A RULE 
deeply pessimistic and fatalistic. However, scan- 
ning newspaper headlines and stories lately seems 
to make me appear like a bubbling optimist in 
comparison. But here's some good news for a 
change: We're celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
the normalization of diplomatic relations between 
the Philippines and Japan with Presidential 
Proclamations 854 and 905 declaring July 23 as 
Philippine-Japan Friendship Day (this should 
make Memorare members more congenial) and 
2006 as Philippine-Japan Friendship Year. Various 
events have been planned to mark the occasion 
not only in Metro Manila and Tokyo but in other 
major cities here and in Japan. 

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, on 
the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the war's 
end, referred to the misery brought about by Japan's 
colonial rule and aggression on the people of South- 
east Asia. In atonement, its post-war policy has been 
to manifest "its remorse ...through action.” 

Following in the prime ministers footsteps, 
Japanese Amb. Ryuichiro Yamazaki, on the occasion 
of the 60th anniversary of General Yamashita's sur- 
render in Kiangan, Ifugao, admitted “nearly four 
years of intolerable suffering of the Filipino people 
under Japanese aggression.” He reiterated Koizu- 
mis apologies, expressing "deep remorse and heart- 
felt apology for all the victims of the war.” The mea 
culpas were again repeated on the 61st anniversary 
of the Leyte Landing on Oct. 20, 2005. 

‘To show such atonement, Japan has been the top 
donor country to the Philippines for the past 23 
‘years through the Overseas Development Assistance 
(ODA). It has lent the government P30 billion just 
for the 2nd phase of the Batangas Port Development 
project completed last year. Under ODA, 62 ports 
‘were either rehabilitated or constructed, including 
those in Cagayan and Subic, P12,626,152 has been 
set aside under ODA for projects under the Depart- 
‘ment of Social Welfare and Development, including 
auding displaced persons in Mindanao 
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OPINION 
To senators: Be not afraid to debate 


POLITICAL 
TiDBITS 


Belinda 
Olivares-Cunanan á 


about it, he said, stressing that while he and other 
House advocates presented seven reforms in the 
‘proposed Constitution, “ifthe senators have 10 or 15 
reforms, let us know. But le’ talk to one another” 
Fair enough. The senators should not be afraid to 
debate even if they fear they are an endangered 


species. 

‘What's good is that there seems to be more open- 
ness in our society now to talk about Charter 
change. Manila Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales was 
quoted yesterday as saying he's open to change “so 
Jong as it’ for the good of the country and not for 
the self-interest of politicians.” Inoumer columnist 
Joaquin Bemas opined that with the Senate's stand 
becoming clearer, the House could concentrate on 
issues “that the senators cannot ignore” such as 
needed reforms in the Comelec. (By the way, De 
Venecia revealed in our radio show that one indica- 
tion of President Macapagal-Arroyo's earnestness in 
seeking reforms in the Comelec is that she's think- 
ing of asking retired Chief Justice Hilario Davide to 
be presidential adviser on electoral reforms.) 

The more debates there are about Charter 
change, the more our people will be politically edu- 
cated, so they can form sound judgments in the 
plebiscite. 

‘Two big events open this Thursday Jan. 26 at 
the Manila Hotel. One is the four-day World In- 
terfaith Dialogue which will be held simultane- 
ously with the launch of the Centrist Democrat 
International (CDI) Asia-Pacific, the first region- 
al political organization in Asia envisioned to 
‘match the influence and prestige of the CDI's Eu- 
ropean People’s Party. These twin events are un- 


Object lessons 


Rina Jimenez-David \™. \ 


with one’s natural gifts. 

Faith—in luck or divine intervention—may 
play arole, butitis foolhardy to rely only on for- 
tune and prayer, including the kind of fortune 
you are born into, to make your way in this 
world. 

‘On the way to the supermarket soon after 
Pacquiao's victory, we spotted unusually long 
lines snaking from street corners and even 
shopping center stalls. Folks were patiently 
queuing to make sure they got a chance at the 
unusually large lotto jackpot—P120 million 
plus, last I heard. 

"I wonder what TII do with all that money?” 
my son wondered aloud, giving voice perhaps 
to all the silent hopes ofthe thousands of lotto 
hopefuls. 

‘And that’s how ephemeral object lessons are, 
especially in the euphoric wake of a shared na- 
tional celebration. Pacquiao may have shown 
us what conditioning and training, and faithful 
compliance with a game plan and fight strategy 
could produce. But the majority of Filipinos still 
‘count on luck and providence for a way out of 
their poverty: Maybe they have little faith in the 
fairness of the system. Or maybe they know just 
how much the odds are stacked against them. 
WE STAYED glued to the TV set, basking in the af- 
terglow of Pacquiao's win, until we saw the face of 
Ilocos Sur Gov. Chavit Singson and First Gentle- 
man Mike Arroyo on the TV screen. It was then 1 
decided we had to go on with the rest of our lives 
and do the groceries. 

"The politicians who made the pilgrimage to Las 
Vegas didn't seem the least bit embarrassed to be 
spotted in the crowd of boxing aficionados. In- 


That time of year 


SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY 


bá 
Bambi L. Harper ke ‘Ee 


A total of 340 small-scale, grassroots projects 
costing from P1 million to P4 million have been im- 
plemented under the Grant Assistance for Grass- 
roots Human Security Projects. Other agencies like 
the Japan Information and Cultural Center offer 
scholarships and teaching programs. Some P24 mil- 
lion worth of lighting equipment was donated to the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines last year and P450 
milion for the rehabilitation of irrigation facilities in 
Iguig, Cagayan. Unless the money is diverted into 
the wrong pockets, 43,000 farmers should benefit. 
‘There's a lot more, like an auction market site in 
San Rafael, lloilo, that carries no repayment and the 
Sea Tule Conservation project in Bataan 
($52,311), the construction of a crisis center for 
boys and girls in Lucena City ($92,694), construc- 
tion of medical and health care centers, school 
buildings and seaweed culturing, as well as relief 
goods for disasterstricken areas. There was no 
mention, however, about monitoring whether all 
the money really went where it was intended, 
‘Needless to say, reading all this information 
left me mortified. Can you imagine the amount 
of aid this country receives and has received (not 
just from Japan)? If you think for a moment that 
it was your taxes that paid for this or that pro- 
ject, think again. Our taxes (which they tellus 
are inadequate and should be raised) are proba- 
bly going toward supporting your duly elected 
representatives in styles they were not accus- 
tomed to before they got elected. So when you 
look around and see all that poverty, it’s not that 


meeting draws to Manila prominent senior par- 
Tamentarians from Europe and Asia, among 
rent CDI president Jose Ma. Aznar, Cambodian 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, Pier Fernandino 
Casini, president of the Italian Chamber of 
Deputies and current CDI vice president and 
new president of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. 

tives of major religions will also be 
attending the interfaith dialogue, which began 
as a brainchild of De Venecia to resolve world 
conflicts based on religion. GMA backed her key 
ally's idea and they proposed it to US President 
George Bush during her state visit to Washing- 
ton three years ago. The following year, the RP 
initiative was adopted formally by the United 
Nations and launched during its 60th anniver- 
sary last September. 

‘The other anticipated event is the five-city tour of 
‘The Lettermen, called the “most romantic singing 
group of the °60s” and famous for such classics as 
“The Way You Look Tonight,” “I Only Have Eyes for 
You,” “Love is a Many-Splendored Thing,” “Feel- 
ings” and the theme from the “Titanic.” Their Mani- 
Ia tour opens with a gala concert Thursday at the Fi- 
esta Pavilion of the Manila Hotel for the benefit of 
the Inner Wheel Clubs of the Philippines, District 
381, notably its flagship project, a day care center 
for every club. “Front-acting” for the Lettermen, un- 
der the direction of Angie Magbanua, are the 
“Three Tenors"—Local Government Secretary An- 
gelo Reyes, MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando and 
Manila Hotel president Jose Lina. 

‘At the press conference organized by the gala's 
producer, Beth Sison-Tagle, The Lettermen 
charmed the media with their easy manners and 
their story about how their group has survived 
beautifully since the '60s. The only “orig,” white- 
haired Tony Butala, said they were happy to have 
been part of people's lives over the decades. 


deed, they elbowed each other in the race to have 
their mugs captured by the cameras. 

1 thought the lowest point of the proceedings 
was when Mike Arroyo burst into an interview 
with Pacquiao to shove a cell phone in the boxer’s 
face and announce that his wife, the President, 
was live on the line. What poetic justice, I thought, 
toread in the next day's papers that a text message 
had been circulating purporting to be President 
GMA’ message to Pacquiao, imploring him to de- 
feat Morales because if he lost, the military would 
launch a coup against her. I won't be surprised ifa 
“Hello Manny” ring tone comes out ofthis. 

If were Pacquiao, I would start wondering why 
all ofa sudden everybody has heaped his or her ex- 
pectations on me. The President wants me to de- 
liver a message about national unity. Politicians of 
all stripes are riding on the wave of goodwill I gen- 
erated by putting my body on the line. Friends and 
relatives and promoters are salivating at prospects 
of a windfall. Even my own parents, who are es- 
tranged from each other, are saying they're now 
ready to reconcile for my sake. 

“The biggest favor we can do for Manny at this 
time is to lower our expectations and go easy on 
the iconic proclamations. My biggest wish for him 
is a quiet return to his family, a respite from the 
adulation, and a good rest before the next bout. 
IN ALL our national jubilation, we tend to for- 
get how devastating Morales’ defeat could be 
for his own country. 

‘An Inquirer report says Morales enjoys about 
the same—if not greater—stature among Mexi- 
cans as Pacquiao does among Pinoys. Even as 
Filipinos and Fil-Ams in the arena burst into 
shouts and whoops of joy on seeing Morales fall 
to his knees, Mexicans in the audience—who 
‘outnumbered the Pinoy fans—were struck 
silent. 

Perhaps sparing even a few seconds to sym- 
pathize with the fallen fighter and his stunned 
compatriots would do us good—if only to calm 
our own puffed-up sense of national pride ri 
ing on Pacquiao's win. Sure, we needed this 
feel-good moment, but sparing some sympathy 
for the other side is not uncalled for. 


we've been abandoned by the outside world, i's 
that we don’t know whether the money goes to 
the right recipient and we have never gotten 
around to asking for an accounting. And while 
Tm at it, what about all those leaders who be- 
trayed our trust and caused untold suffering on 
the Filipino people? Have they donned sack 
cloth and ashes and apologized? 

Having ruined my weekend, I decided Ineeded a 
change of pace. There was lunch at the German 
‘Club tendered by its president Thorsten Franz and 
German Amb. Dr. Axel Weishaupt for a briefing 
about a grand German Club ball in February to cele- 
brate the clubs centennial in the country. 

‘As you know, there have been a number of Ger- 
mans in our lives including Zobel, the pharmacist, 
and Kraut who made all kinds of stained glass win- 
dows and Heinz Woelke who owned New Europe 
restaurant that was the one and only civilized din- 
ing place in Manila for many years and Dr. Heinz 
Varwig, the family’s GP before the word disappeared 
from our ives. 

‘Much earlier, there was the German Jesuit Georg 
Kamel after whom the Camilla was named and who 
became a well-known botanist, pharmacist and 
physician with his own apothecary in San Ignacio in 
1687. Botica Boie may have been started by a 
Spaniard, but in 1851 it was taken over by two Ger- 
mans, Heinrich Schmidt and Friedrich Steck. 

“There were several German scientists who came 
to the Philippines, like Feodor Jagor, historian, eth- 
nologist and geologist. He discovered a Neolithic 
axe in Libmanan, Camarines Sur, in 1860, the same 
year that Karl Semper found a Neolithic stone axe 
and a fossil of the lower molar of a stegodon ele- 
phant in Agusan. 

And let's not forget Dr. Ferdinand Blumentritt, 
Rizal's friend, after whom an old Manila street is 
named, 

More about the Germans next time. 


Comments at bambiharper@yahoo.com 


Back for good 


LIKE ANY BALIKBAYAN, I WANTED TO SEE FOR MYSELF IF 
the Manila in my mind was still there, waiting for me to come 
back. But while I hoped that everything would still be the” 
same, I was disappointed to see that it is indeed the same 
place I have left. But then if you are a good balikbayan, you 
will not waste time getting reacquainted with your birth 
place. 

Much of the newly 
developed places are 
not in the heart of 
Manila but in other 
parts of the metropo- 
lis. You just have to 
go to these places to 
know that somehow 
our beloved country 
does inch forward as 
time goes by, though 
not in the places you 
thought it would be. 

Like any balikbayan, I have been welcomed with questions 
about when I will be leaving again! Which is sad, especially 
since 1 have been yearning to come home and give some- 
thing back to my country. 

Itis even sadder to hear people talk most of the time about 
‘who are leaving for what country and when and how. Much 
to my dismay, I have learned that many of my good friends 
are no longer living in this country—the same people who 
had asked me several times when I would come home. When 
Thad the good luck to speak to them before they left, I took 
care not to ask whether they would be coming back since F 
could see the yearning to leave in their eyes. It is not evert 
funny to joke about such things anymore. 

Tam proud that I decided to come back. I guess that after, 
people experience living somewhere else, they have a 
change of perspectives. If not, then the motherland will 
struggle to succeed without them but bid them good luck 
hoping that somehow they will do the motherland proud in; 
their new “home.” It is the same as thousands of mothers see 
their offspring off to another land, every day. Heart-breaking, 
though it may be, it just cannot be helped, yet. 

‘As a balikbayan, there are times you doubt and question 
the sanity of your own decision. But I likened myself to all 
those Chinese, Indians and, yes, Filipinos who believe that it 
is time to come back and help the motherland. It is the time 
where opportunities abound despite all the political noise,, 
the “slow” economy of the Philippines, and bad perceptions 
about conditions in this country. It is the time for those who 
left earlier to lay the ground work for the new Philippines. 
But it should be a collective effort of everyone concerned, e 
pecially the balikbayan who chose to come back. It is our dt 
ty to educate people about what we have seen outside of the 
Philippines. To help those who do not understand that the, 
country will die without its people. To fire that love that a! 
century ago saw our country win independence. 

Like a true balikbayan, 1 have started privately doing my} 
own share. Working by day, making plans by night. What, 
kind of revolution is it that does not have a plan? The plan to, 
unite Filipinos is an essential dream, regardless of skin color, 
face shape, accent, etc. Itis the soul that can pull us out of the: 
slump we are experiencing, not the dollars that are sent bya 
our beloved from abroad. A true democratic and free country 
is selfless, its citizens altruistic, its families intact. As bali 
bayan, we are an important part of this work of nation-build, 
ing and will become more important once our friends d j008e" 
to come back. 

But we should be careful not to drown in the pessimism; 
that seems to have engulfed our kababayan now. We have to! 
seek out people who have the same love for our country and, 
who have started educating and helping our less fortunate: 
countrymen so that inch by inch, we can move forward, È 

People salute the balikbayan who come back and even hail’ 
us as heroes. Let's show them that even if coming home is* 
widely seen as a sacrifice, it is not an act of martyrdom. Mar- 
tyrdom is reserved for something that is beyond redemption, 
and our country isn't like that at all. The Philippines offers a, 
lot of opportunities, and Filipinos just have to find them. 


Younc BLoop 


Annalyn Cheng 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Annalyn Cheng, 26, used to work in Hong Kong as a program’ 
coordinator for BusinessWeek events and is now home workings 
inasmall business firm. 


My ‘konyo’ friend * 


Isabelle Rodolfo 


1 HAVE A FRIEND WHO IS REALLY AWESOME. WE GO FOR} 
the same kind of music, movies and TV show, gossip, every- 
thing. But sometimes she gets on my nerves. She is a know. 
it-all and is one of those Konyo types—you know, those pa-, 
sosyal Fil-Am kids. Or at least, she is half-way to being one of 
them. 5 

T know she grew up in a home where English is spoken, 
but she wasn’t born in the United States. But since she came 
home after spending her summer vacation there, she seems, 
to be brimming with colonial mentality. From the stories she. 
tells us, it would seem like she knows everything and she has 
experienced everything, all because she was able to live part" 
of her American Dream. She shops at Rockwell, wears Roxy" 
or Billabong and clips on her iPod as an accessory. 

Idon'treally know why, but all this annoys me, Once I was 
red in the face and had steam coming out of my ears when 
she told us how much she was missing California. It was then’ 
that I realized how much of a Filipino 1 am, getting pissed at. 
‘Americanized “Filipinos” who claim they're real Filipinos. 
and real Filipinos who act like Fil-Ams. It must have been the 
blood of Katipuneros that made me twist my puckered lips to, 
the side whenever I heard her chatter about touring Ameri- 
ca, I wanted to tell her off for being pa-sosyal. But the Fil- 
ipino ilustrados’ blood kept me smiling and well-mannered 
and polite. 

Tve always wanted to scream at her when she talked that, 
way, but then I would remember that she like me, she too is a, 
Filipino, although she doesn't know how our culture is really’ 
much better and even more colorful than those of the bland,” 
white and extremely plain foreigners up north. 3 

Those who know this are lucky to realize how proud and 
beautiful our country is. Beautiful Philippines, as many of; 
the travel magazines call our country, is just waiting to be. 
discovered by more and more Filipinos in the face of so many, 
crises, national problems and terrorist threats if only they, 
would look, 


Isabelle Rodolfo, 13 is a high school freshman at Assumption, 
Antipolo. 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


‘The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 


Ache 


CA vote on Palparan 


0! THIS WILL PLACE IN PROPER PERSPEC- 
WS: tive the letter, titled “CA members await 
history's judgment" (PDI, 12/29/05), of 
y EMJP's (Ecumenical Movement for Jus- 
ES tice and Peace) Lovella De Castro and 
Ugop Waraynon’s Ric Melendez, as well 
as the letter, titled "We must not wait for 
history to judge CA members” (PDI, 
¢ 1/11/06), of Arnold Van Vugt. 
ah. Te must be stressed that the confirma- 
< ș tion of Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan’s promo- 
$T tion by a majority vote of the bicameral 
‘Commission on Appointments (CA) was 
arrived at after a long and exhaustive de- 
jp lberation in accordance with existing 
GF rules. It should not be perceived as a “de- 
>í plorable act.” 
Commission records will show that 
Palparam’s appointment to the rank of 
sgp major general was bypassed seven times. 
“* Between the receipt of his initial ap- 
pointment on Oct. 20 2004 and his con- 
G! firmation on Dec. 14, 2005—a period of 
almost 14 months—the CA heard six 
d} sworn oppositions to his confirmation. 
All of them were based on his alleged in- 


volvement in human rights violations, 
principally grounded on the principle of 
command responsibility. No less than 
Party-list representatives Satur Ocampo, 
Loretta Ann Rosales, Liza Maza and 
Crispin Beltran, among others, appeared 
and testified before the CAs Committee 
on National Defense. They were given 
ample opportunity to present, on behalf 
of several alleged victims, their evidence 
against Palparan. 

While it is true that Palparan has been 
charged with human rights violations, our 
Appointments Review and Investigation 
Service (Aris) found no pending criminal 
case filed against him before any court of 
law, as of the date of his confirmation. The 
commission was aware that Palparan was 
facing an investigation for human rights 
crimes. However, the commission mem- 
bers, after hearing the opposers and con- 
sidering the documents they submitted, 
decided that a pending investigation does 
not constitute a bar to a confirmation, fol 
lowing the constitutional presumption of 
innocence until proven guilty. This is a pol- 
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sistently 
adheres to in 

its confirmation hear- 
ings. 

It is therefore incorrect and mislead- 
ing to say that our CA members “have 
shown no respect for our judicial sys- 
tem.” On the contrary, those who oppose 
Palparan must first have faith in our judi- 
cial system by filing charges against him 
in our courts of law. It is in the judicial fo- 
rum that the guilt of Palparan can be 
properly determined, not in the CA. 

Lastly, let it not be understood that 
this letter is meant to defend Palparan. 
This merely clarifies the legal process 
and factual questions each of the CA 
members considered in voting for or 
against his confirmation. 

—AGUSTINUS V. GONZAGA, 
Office of the Secretary, 
Commission on Appointments, 
6/F PNB Building, 

Financial Center, Pasay City 
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‘Broken dreams’ under repair 


‘THIS REFERS TO THE LETTER OF DOODS 
and Sol Santos titled “Boulevard of broken 
dreams” (PDI, 1/6/05), complaining about 
the dilapidated condition of Quirino High- 


way. 

Parts of Rolando Andaya Highway (for- 
merly Quirino Highway) in Quezon, 
which were heavily damaged by heavy 
rains in the last quarter of 2005, are un- 
dergoing repair by the Department of 
Public Works and Highways-Quezon 4th 
District. 

Meanwhile, initial measures are being 
put in place for the convenience of mo- 
torists. The concreting of the gravel por- 
tions of the highway will start as soon as 
the P27 million needed for this undertak- 
ing becomes available. The DPWH would 
like to assure one and all that itis exerting 
all efforts to maintain or repair the road 
for the safety and convenience of the trav- 
eling public. 

‘The deterioration of the Camarines sec- 
tion of the same highway was caused by 
‘unregulated and increasing heavy trafic. 


To assure public safety, continuous mainte- 
nance activities, such as stockpiling, haul- 
ing, spreading and compacting are being 
conducted. But sometimes, these activities 
get delayed because of bad weather. War- 
ing signs have been installed on both ends 
of the damaged road section to guide the 
traveling public. Likewise, a motorists’ as- 
sistance center, located at the DPWH Ca- 
marines Sur 1st Sub-Office at Lower Bina- 
han, is now ready to assist motorists. 

As soon as funds become available, the 
following road stretches along the An- 
daya Highway will be rehabilitated: (1) 
Kilometer 281 to 283 located along Tagk- 
awayan-Del Gallego boundary; (2) Kilo- 
meter 335 to 361 at Barangay Managle to 
Barangay Tara Sipocot Section; and (3) 
Kilometer 284 to 288 from Barangay Ma- 
ga's to Barangay Cabasag, in Del Gallego 
Section, 

ELIZABETH PILORIN, officer 

in charge, Public Information Division, 
Department of Public Works 

and Highways, Manila 


Veterans’ share in GMA's P36-billion savings 


ON BEHALF OF THE CAVITE VETERANS 
Federation, I would like to commend Sen. 
Aquilino Pimentel for recommending the 
allocation of part of the President's P36- 
billion savings to pay Filipino veterans 


ment has forgotten time and again the 
services of our veterans who are now liv- 
ing in “the sunset of their life.” 

Please take action on their plight, Ms 
President, now. 


their unpaid disability benefits amount- 
ing to P20 million. 
} “Ido not see any reason why the govern- 


—LEONS. DELROSARIO, 
Cavite Veterans Federation, 
Binakayan, Kawit, Cavite 
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i spot” really hard. The ad shows a lolo and his 

two young grandsons, swinging on the lolo's 
rocking chair, with arms and legs outstretched, 
obviously reliving a wild, hair-raising roller- 
coaster ride in Enchanted Kingdom. 

‘The solemn, old-fashioned living room pro- 
vides a stark contrast to the youthful exuber. 
ance shown by the kids and lolo. The three are 
in an antiquated sala, with dark and heavy 
wooden furniture and walls, a matching 
grandfather's clock and dark-colored wooden 
floor. The kids’ eyes are shut tight but their 
mouths are wide open you could almost hear 
their yelling and feel their heartbeats. The lo- 
lo's face paints a struggle between fear and ex- 
hilaration, with the latter slightly winning. His 
huge eyeglasses barely clutching the tip of his 
nose, and his toes barely holding his tsinelas 
(slippers), 1 could imagine him saying to him- 
self: “Susmariasep! Ano ba itong pinasukan ko! 
But what the heck, aaaaahhhi!!! 

1 was musing why the lolo was chosen, in- 
stead of the father of the boys, but | guess a lolo 
gives more contrast to the ad, more punch, 
Perhaps, the ad creators wanted to remind us 
thata good laugh defies any age, that there isa 
kid in each one of us, that it’s never late to yell 
out of fun, and that grandparents and grand- 
children are the best of allies. 

Brilliant. The small caption says: “The mag- 
ic stays with you.” Well the magic really stays 
with the characters, as it stays with me. More 
power to Filipino creativity. And more visitors 
to Enchanted Kingdom. 

—PAUL M. ARGAMOSA, 
pmargamosa@gmail.com 


Enchanting ad 


1 WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE 
Enchanted Kingdom and its ad agency for their 
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200,000 liters of bunker fuel 
threaten Semirara marine life 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—A MASSIVE OIL 
spill from a power barge threat- 
ens hundreds of hectares of man- 
groves and marine life in Semi- 
rara town in Antique as clean-up 
operations are slowed down by 
lack of equipment and personnel. 


Nearly 200,000 liters of bunker fuel have 
contaminated 236 ha of mangrove forests and 
40 sq km of marine life off the coast of Semi- 
rara Island, said Ignacio de la Flor, Coast 
Guard deputy commander in Western Visayas. 

“it’s the biggest oil spill in the country ev- 
en,” De la Flor told the Inquirer in a telephone 
interview. 

He said that based on aerial surveys, the oil 
spill stretches to a five-kilometer shoreline of 
Semirara sland. 

‘The oil spill occurred last Dec. 18 after 
Power Barge 106 of the National Power Corp. 
(Napocor) ran aground 200 meters off the 
shores of Sitio Bobog, Barangay Semirara, 
one of three villages of Semirara Island. 

‘The island is part of a group of nine islands 
of Caluya town, Antique, at the northern tip 
of Panay Island. It is the site of the Semirara 
Mining Corp., the biggest coal mine in Asia. 

‘Quoting a Coast Guard report, De la Flor said 
the barge was being towed by a tugboat on its 
way to Oriental Mindoro from Masbate when it 
was battered by strong winds and waves. 


GenSan crime fall 
linked to Pacquiao 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—ON 
the day Manny Pacquiao 
fought Mexican Erik Morales, 
this city’s crime rate was un- 
usually down and police at- 
tributed it to the fight. 

Senior Supt. Alfredo Toroc- 
tocon, city police chief, said on- 
ly two incidents were listed in 
the police blotter on the day 
Pacquiao beat his Mexican 
foe—a stray bullet report and a 
snatching. 

Almost everybody was busy 
watching the rematch between 
Pacquiao, the World Boxing 
Council Super Featherweight 
International champion, and 
three-time world champion 
Morales. 

The streets were almost 
empty as few public utility ve- 
hicles went out to ply their 
routes. Only fast food stores, 
barber shops and bars with ca- 
ble TVs were teeming with cus- 
tomers. 

‘Many people believe even 
pickpockets, robbers and 
snatchers took time off to 
watch the Pacquiao-Morales 
fight. 

Mayor Pedro Acharon Jr. 
said Pacquiao made General 


ABA- 


‘NO! 


bonus. 


KAMI SA BOXING 


‘MLUSTRATION STEPH BRAVO 


Santos and the country proud, 
and that the almost-zero crime 
rate during the day was a 


‘Acharon said the city is 
preparing not only a hero's 
welcome but a grand celebra- 
tion in time for Pacquiao's 
homecoming. 

Even in March last year, 
when the Filipino ring idol went 
home here after losing via a 
‘unanimous 
Morales, Pacquiao was given a 
hero's welcome by the city gov- 
ernment. Aquiles Z. Zonio, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 
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The barge was estimated to be carrying 
800,000 liters of bunker oil, he said. 

Napocor spokesperson Dennis Gana said in 
a telephone interview that at least 195,000 
liters of bunker oil were spilled in the waters 
of Semirara. 

‘The barge was extracted two days later and 
was towed to Bulalacao town in Oriental Min- 
doro on Dec. 27. It is now undergoing repair 
atthe Keppel shipyard in Batangas City. 

At the site of the oil spill are 56 ha of a man- 
grove project of the Semirara Mining Corp., 80 
ha of reforested mangrove forests of the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural Resources 
and 100 ha of natural grown mangroves. 


MAHILIG DIN 


vegetable 


fees in the town. 


Metro Manila gets 85 percent of its 
daily supply of salad vegetables from 


the trading post. 


PDI Visayas Bureau 


decision against 


CEBU CITY—AN OVERSTAYING 
American national clandestinely op- 
erating a mail-order-bride business in 
Cebu City was deported on Saturday 
as an undesirable alien. 

Woody Paul Petrea Sr, 39, from 
Georgia, is barred from returning to 
the Philippines after his deportation, 
said Geronimo Rosas, regional immi- 
gration bureau director. 

“He will be blacklisted. 1 had al- 
ready recommended to Immigra- 
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The oil spill has also contaminated fish 
sanctuaries and damaged sea grasses, coral 
reefs, seaweed farms and other marine life. 

Clean-up operations supervised by a Coast 
Guard task force, headed by Capt. Arturo 
Olavario, Coast Guard commander in West- 
‘em Visayas, were being hindered by the lack 
of equipment and personnel. 

Atleast 12 Coast Guard personnel and resi- 
dents of the island have been spraying chemi: 
cals to remove the sticky and thick fuel. They 
also have been manually scooping contami- 
nated material since Dec. 19. 

‘The collected materials were placed in sacks 
and thrown in a temporary dump on the island. 


the 


tax code. 


said. 


said. 


and to the United States. 


der-bride business. 


The La Trinidad council passed 
Municipal Ordinance No. 12-2005 on 
Dec. 20, 2005, but Mayor Nestor 
Fongwan said the high inflation rate 
brought about by last year's fluctuat- 
ing oil prices forced the town govern- 
‘ment to rush the processing of a new 


“The town earns P15 million in an- 
nual taxes from the trading post 
alone, but the government still subsi- 
dizes most ofits operations. The town 
needs to generate funds for its P110 
million budget (for 2006),” Fongwan 


‘The La Trinidad Vegetable Trading 
Post Association obtained a 72-hour 
temporary restraining order from 


American deported for mail-order-bride trade 
Doe hearin Gee o biakin him Glo)” Rosas 


Petrea was escorted by BI agents 
and US Embassy officials to the Mac- 
tan Cebu International Airport where 
he took a 10:30 a.m. Cathay Pacific 
Flight to Hong Kong, then to Australia 


Rosas said Petrea violated the Im- 
migration Act of 1940 for staying in 
Cebu for three years with a tourist 
visa while actually operating an Inter- 
net café that he used for his mail-or- 


‘The clean-up team has sprayed 6,030 liters of 
chemicals and collected 4,800 sacks of contami- 
nated material since the start of the cleanup. 

But De la Flor said this only accounts for S- 
6 percent of the work to remove the oil spill. 

“At the rate we are going, it would take six 
‘months to complete the cleanup,” he said. 

De la Flor said the clean-up team needed 
more personnel and equipment like sprayers 
and lifeboats. 

Napocor president Cyril Del Callar said in a 
statement that the Napocor was expediting 
the cleanup and would shoulder all the ex- 
penses of more personnel in the area. 

“The cost of the cleanup would run to P90 
million. 

‘The state-owned agency will advance the 
cost of deploying around 300 to 400 addition- 
al personnel and provide the logistics and re- 
sources needed for the cleanup and the reha- 
bilitation of the affected areas. 

Del Callar said it will take at most two 
months to finish the cleanup with the addi- 
tional personnel and resources. 

He said the Napocor takes full responsibili- 
ty “It was an accident... There were really 
strong winds and waves at that time, forcing 
the power barge to run aground. It was a very 
unfortunate incident, but everything is under 
control now,” Del Callar said. 

Caluya Mayor Domingo Frangue Jr. said the 
oil spill destroyed the livelihood of at least 
2,000 residents of Barangay Semirara who are 
dependent on seaweed farming and fishing. 

“What is important is that the Napocor will 
shoulder the damages and provide compensa- 
tion for the residents,” Frangue said in a tele- 
phone interview. 


Hike in taxes in Cordillera trading post 
seen to raise prices of Metro vegetables 


BAGUIO CITY—VEGETABLE PRICES 
in Metro Manila may suddenly in- 
crease in the next few weeks after the 
municipal government of La Trinidad 
in Benguet, which hosts the largest 
trading post in 
Cordillera, raised taxes from 100 to 
500 percent this month. 

‘The La Trinidad government start- 
ed applying a 2005 revised revenue 
code on Jan. 2, which raised rent at 
the La Trinidad Vegetable Trading 
Post from P1,500 to P5,000, and in- 
creased most business and regulation 


Judge Francis Buliyat on Jan. 19 
against Fongwan and municipal trea- 
surer Wilma Lintan, but Buliyat lifted 
the order the following day. 

‘Traders have since filed an injunc- 
tion suit against the local govern- 
ment. 

Guerrero Felipe, the lawyer of the 
traders’ group, said the tax rates were 
“oppressive” and the process for rais- 
ing tax rates was anomalous. 

Felipe said the government imple- 
mented the new revenue code six 
days before a local newspaper pub- 
lished the new ordinance on Jan. 8 to 
comply with national treasury rules. 

Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Lu- 
zon Bureau 


Petrea arrived in Cebu on Jan. 24, 
2003. As a tourist, the longest that he 
could legally stay in the country wasa 
year, said Rosas. 

Rosas said Petrea operated the 
Internet café in Barangay Cam- 
puthaw here without a permit from 
the Department of Labor and Em- 
ployment. 

Rosas said Petrea was arrested Jan. 
17 in his Internet café by immigration 
personnel and the Philippine Center 
on Transnational Crimes based on the 
complaint of Petrea's Cebuana wife, 
Jan Debbie Pernia. 


Cavite ‘jueteng’ lords defy crackdown, continue operations 


CALAMBA CITY—DESPITE THE RECENT 
arrest of 46 persons allegedly involved in 
“jueteng” in General Trias, Cavite, operations 
of the illegal numbers game in the province 
went unhampered in the last few weeks, Vice 
Gov. Johnvic Remulla yesterday said. 

“In fac, the operations became much larger 
and are now widespread in Cavite,” Remulla 
told the Inqumer in a mobile phone interview. 

Remulla said he was bothered by the ap- 
parent inaction of the Cavite police on illegal 
gambling. 

He said information on jueteng draws in 
Cavite came from barangay officials who re- 
fused to let the illicit lottery game thrive in 
their areas. 

Remulla said the collection of jueteng bets 
was reported in the towns of Silang, Naic, Al- 
fonso, Mendez and Dasmariñas. Bet collec- 
tors were also seen making the rounds of vil- 
ages in Tanza town. 

"An INQUIRER source said a certain Viceo of 
Bulacan finances the jueteng operations in 
Cavite while a certain Gani Kupkupin is the 
maintainer and coordinator of payoffs in the 
national jueteng organization. 

Viceo, the source added, is a brother of a lo- 
cal government official from a town in Bulacan, 

“I just hope the PNP and the provincial gov- 
ernment act promptly on these allegations,” 
Remulla said. 


‘Senior Supt. Benjardi Mantele, Cavite po- 
lice director, denied reports that jueteng re- 
turned in several towns of the province. 

“My instruction to my chiefs of police in the 
towns in Cavite is very clear: Do everything 
you can to prevent jueteng from coming 
back,” Mantele said. 

“I don't think any of them would want to be 
sacked because of the one-strike policy of the 
Philippine National Police.” 

‘On Jan. 6, Remulla confided to the INQUIRER 
that jueteng operations had returned to his 
province. 

But Mantele dismissed the vice governor's al- 
legations, saying Cavite was still jueteng free. 

‘Just a day after Remulla’s revelations saw 
print in the InquIRER, antijuereng operatives 
‘of the PNP from Camp Crame arrested 46 
jueteng personnel after they allegedly held a 
jueteng draw inside a subdivision in General 
‘Trias town. 

Chief Insp. Conrado Gongon, the town po- 
lice chief of Gen. Trias, was immediately re- 
lieved from his post. 

‘The arrests prompted Remulla’s elder broth- 
cr, Cavite 3rd District Rep. Jesus Crispin Remul- 
Ta, to revive the proposal to legalize jueteng. 

"Until the government exercises genuine 
political will, we cannot stop jueteng,” the 
lawmaker said. Marlon Ramos, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA—BISHOP 
Ramon Villena of the Catholic diocese here 
on Sunday praised government efforts to 
wipe out "jueteng" in the province. 

Villena said the stoppage of the illegal 
numbers game here made it “very clear” 
that, through cooperation among sectors 
and dedication from government officials, 
jueteng could be eradicated 

“If the government and the Church, the 
citizens and the faithful work together to 
promote the common good of the people, 
then victory over evil can easily be 
achieved,” said the bishop, whose diocese 
covers this province and Quirino. 

Jueteng operations stopped here on Jan. 
17, after a special operations task force 
sent by Director General Arturo Lomibao, 
PNP chief, launched a crackdown and raid- 
ed a suspected gambling den in Barangay 
Wacal in Solano town. 

‘The raid led to the arrest of 13 suspected 
bet collectors and caused the relief of Se- 
nior Supt. Robert Mangaccat and Chief In- 
sp. Palattao Jr, provincial director and 
Solano police chief. 


Bishop praises antijueteng bid 


Villena said Lomibao's order relieving the 
two police officials from their posts showed 
his “dedication to build a stronger PNP” 

“One way of fulfilling (the goal of a 
strong PNP) is waking up officials, who are 
sleeping in their posts by allowing illegal 
matters prevail over the law and by closing 
their eyes to these because they may be 
blinded by the lure of the so-called ‘protec- 
tion money,” he said in a statement. 

‘The bishop, a staunch critic of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, credited her for her ef- 
forts “toward rebuilding the nation that is 
destroyed by political turmoil.” 

“Ar this moment, we need a President 
who does not only teach lessons but also re- 
moves corrupt government officials from 
their duty” he added. 

Bur the bishop has yet to respond to the 
plea of jueteng workers for him to help 
them find alternative sources of livelihood. 

‘On Thursday, about 50 bet collectors tried 
but failed to meet with the bishop at his offi- 
cial residence in Barangay Luyang here to ask 
him to stop his campaign against jueteng. 
‘Melvin Gascon, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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‘Most watched TV event in RP’ 


THE BOXING MATCH THAT Morales rematch versus the Pacquiao's previous title 
gripped Filipinos from all walks 3.788 million for Rosalinda. matches with Morales and 
Oflife fora few, fleeting hourslast ‘The match also registered the Juan Manuel Marquez which 
Sunday has become the most highest audience share (which scored an identical 33 percent 
watched television event in the compares program airings dur- rating. 
Philippines. ing the same time slot) in its The move by Solar Entertain- 
According to AGB Nielsen Me- time block of 79.5 percent com- ment, which owns the rights to 
dia Research (Philippines), the pared to Rosalinda’s 78.3 per- ‘Top Rank boxing matches in the 
rematch between Manny Pac- cent. Philippines, to switch from the 
quiao and ErikMorales registered AGB Nielsen uses an indepen- state-owned RPN 9 to ABS-CBN 2 
a staggering 59.2 percent rating dent and transparent audience for the Pacquiao-Morales re- 
or 2.073 million households in measurement system for its rat- match proved to be a superlative 
Metro Manila and urban areas in ings that are used by media plan- one. 
Bulacan, Laguna, Cavite and ners and advertisers for their “The match benefited greatly 
Rizal. transactions, from the broader coverage of 
AGB Nielsen general manager Filipinos remained glued to ABS-CBN,” Reforma said. 
Maya Reforma said the match their television setseven though ABS-CBN made the rare move 
easily surpassed the previous ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. of giving away one of its prime 
all-time top rater, the block- and Solar Entertainment Corp. time slots by cutting a block time 
buster soap opera “Rosalinda,” started airing the bout after Pac- deal with Solar apparently to ride 


which had a higher rating of quiao had already pummeled on Pacquiao's zooming populari- 
to only 1.486 million house- 10th round and scored a techni- likely to boost ABS-CBN's bid to 
holds in its July 13, 2000 calknockout. regain its dominance in the local 
. episode. Reforma noted that viewer- TV ratings game after losing the 
sixth round of the !2-round bout could be heard across the nation. Tonez0erq}CON million watched the Pacquiao- double the television ratings of Corp. in 2004. 
. ; : : j 
JV slams GMA for allies’ trip to Las Vegas Mutineer to Esperon: 
Fi 4 ? : : 3 
MAYOR JV EJERCITO OF SAN though the entire nation was ends meet for thesurvivaloftheir tions and the whole Pagcor t fi 
Ma yesterday stored President happy and proud of Pacquiao's families,” Ejercito said ina state- (Philippine Amusement and There’s time for parting 
tion for financing the trip of sup- dollars were brought out of the “It is very insensitive of these sons identified with the Arroyo ONE OF THE OAKWOOD MUTI- you block it.” 
porters to Las Vegas to watch country for the trip of Ms Ar- officials—the mayors, Cabinet  couple—to splurge money in Las neers who bolted an Army deten- San Juan said he and Capt. 
Manny Pacquiao's fight. royo’s close allies. members, senators, governors, Vegas while the whole nation ton compound a week ago said Nathaniel Rabonzaand fellow 1st 
Joseph Estrada said that al- fering and arejust tying to make ferent [government] corpora- water,” he: said. to President Macapagal-Arroyo. and Patricio Bumidang escaped 
e Army Ist Lt. Lawrence San _ by creating a diversion. 
Juan told ABS-CBN in an inter- He said they were able to leave 
oro out re Cc et in view aired yesterday that the gov- through the compound's gate. 
ece 
pending uprising. we just walked,” he said. 
From page Al toreceiveacongressionalawardfor Custodio said Pacquiao had “Leave them alone and they'll “This is our strong statement San Juan had one message for 
tions that Dante Basanta of the his success in the boxing ring. “served as an inspiration tothe Fil- excel,” he told the Inquirer. that we will remain defiant. We Army chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes 
port Public Affairs Office says are quiao also were filed by Senators overcome trials and hurdle life's less governance, the better.” He also said: “Capturing or respect for you. We fought side by 
still a closely guarded secret. ‘Manuel Roxas II, Jinggoy Estrada challenges through sheer hard Pangilinan said the 27-year-old killing us is not: thesolutiontothe side in Basilan. But the time has 
“We always give him a hero's and Francis Pangilinan- work and strong determination.” boxing sensation’s feat brought problem. It is like water; it will come for us to part ways.” Dona 
But this time, he said it would be filed in the House ‘commending victory should provide the counuya relief to a nation beset by a lead- 
bigger and more exciting.” Pacquiao. The authors were Cebu trove of values Filipinos could learn ership crisis and riven by a fierce 
Mother congressional decora- Rep. Eduardo Gullas, South Cota- fromand useinthistimeofcriss. debate over whether to amend P show of force ... 
reward await Pacquiao from the Darlene Antonino-Custodio and has its best reward,” said Bishop Administration Sen. Ramon 
House of Representatives, said Bukidnon Rep. Juan Miguel Zubiri. Efraim Tendero, head of the Philip- “Bong” Revilla Jt proposed that FrompageAl with his answer. 
‘Speaker Jose de Venecia. “He is the best living proof that pine Council of Evangelical Churches. Malacafiang declare Pacquiao's mors with his statements last “You know, it's not that—I 
Filipinos. He raised the morale of support and incentives, can by sheer Leave Filipinos alone working holiday” With reports night to Saturday was the “criti- this point 1 cannot say that the 
the Filipino and the Malayan hard work, persistence and disci- Archbishop Oscar Cruz said from Nikko Dizon, TJ Burgonio, cal period” for a coup. threat is that serious,” he said. 
rac” Dé Venecia said. pline, stand at par and even rise Pacquiao showed what Filipinos Norman Bordadora, Michael Yesterday, Gonzalez also said Senga would not say who had 
Pacquiao willbe invited to Congress excellence and talent,"saidGullas. cians and bad leadership. guerra. tary ranks but that those sympa- threat, except to say that the mili- 
exis thetic to the cause of the Army tary had “some leads.” 
i mutineers could be only a small = 
171 power blows made the difference meanest Chasingehe others 
From page Al by Morales, there came reports Morales has put in jeopardy a up for Pacquiao, although weresuch cracks. finding out who the others are,” 
he had suffered cracks both in his third fight between the main pro- ringsiders believe a rematch be- As Senga and the other senior he said. 
sult if the fight were governed by nose and his rib cage. tagonists in last Saturday's highly tween Pacman and Marco Anto- generals expressed their loyalty Neither would he say if the 
‘Anyway, some of the punches Pacquiao's promoter, was telling “We can’t expect a rematch. buster. ‘announced a reward of P100,000 side the military. 
thrown by Pacquiao were close to us,” bared Jeff de Guzman, a That guy Moraleshad been badly Barrera, the reigning world su- for information leading to the “Maybe the term loyalty check 
thunderous, the reason Morales US-based Filipino therapist who beat,” De Guzman quoted the per featherweight champion, lost capture ‘of each of the five es- is not very accurate,” Senga said. 
for a post-fight checkup. De Guzman said the report on So far, there has been no im- round in their nontitle bout two Magdalo group. tion is, so we are talking to peo- 
With the humiliation suffered the severe injury suffered by mediate opponent being lined yearsago. For only the second time in his ple, we are looking at what’s go- 
11-month term, Senga appeared ingon. So we cannot just say it’s a 
commands to say that-the mili- ters they had uncovered, Senga 
From page Al weekend and prompt the govern- gade officers reflects a military mutiny, it was prepared to use tary was “intact.” replied: “There are indications of 
tion. Military unrest isa moreseri- ment to claim that the escape, the thar is divided over its loyalty to force to flush out the mutineers if With him were Army chief Lt. some intentions. But intention is 
protests and legal challenges to ure of military authorities to take over its reliability to support the ‘Let us not make the mistake that Force chief Lt. Gen. Jose Reyes cussions about some things.” 
the Arroyo administration's legiti- stern measures over the laxity of government. It suggests that the this government will not use tothe and Navy chief Vice Admiral Ma- f 
macy because the former raises the custody of the mutineers authorities are in collusion with hilt the powers of the presidency teo Mayuga. Reyes: ‘No crack’ 
to overthrow the government. Third, Trillanes’ theatrical per- self. Let us not forget that this gov- Threat levels that his decision to allow 12 de- 
Symptoms ‘Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez formance off-court leaves little ernment is fighting for its life. “OK, I think we can say that tained Oakwood mutineers to 
ighting | iy 
‘The new symptoms of military betrayed the government’snervous- doubt that he is cut out to be a po- there is a threat (against the gov- publicly air their defiance of Ms 
centescape from Army custody of seen “credible” intelligence repons disciplined soldier. It is under siege and its back is sistent questioning by the media, military leadership. 
four officers standing trial on that a group of junior officers had z to the wall. It is still fresh that it quickly adding: "But as to the lev- _ “I would categorically say that 
charges of involvement in the planned acoupaverthe weekend. Throwing the gauntlet did not hesitate to crush the im- el of threat, you see, threats have there is no crack in the leadership 
mutiny and, more recently, theis- More dangerous arena sibility that Trillanes is articulating parliamentary majority in Senga was unequivocal about Forces. We are loyal to our consti- 
suance of defiant statements by The threat was enough to sentiments reflecting disgruntle- September last year. the military's support for Ms Ar- tutional mandate and we are 
one of the alleged ring leaders, prompt the presidential chief of ment in the military which senior An objective and dispassionate royo. squarely behind the chain of com- 
Trillanes warned with impu- thatthe government was ready to putting at risk their promotions, and of power shows that itappears Armed Forces is intact. The Air But Gonzalez would not rule 
dence that the escape of his four fight rebels “fire with fire” if they accrued entitlements and perks. in favor of the govemment. The Force, the Army and the Navy are out cracks in the military ranks. 
colleagues “had the full blessings started a coup. It can't be ruled out that senior balance has little to do with theis- composed of dedicated officers. 
Just partof things to come.” have the capacity to launch a suc- piece to test the governments re- conspiracies to overthrow the gov- ration that the AFP should and “That's possible,” he sid. The 
"At the same time, another re- cessful coup following the failed solve. Trillanes’ statement, as emment feed on these issues. will remain apolitical and follow possibility is always there. Maybe 
bellious group, the Young Offi- 2003 mutiny, or whether it would well as those of the other rene- the constitutional dictum of non- these Magdalo people have some 
sued a statement claiming that Armed Forces. True, nothing hap- provocation, flinging the gauntlet Lawyers and political partisans | orifi friends, but I don't think it’s sig- 
the group facilitated theescape of pened at th. weekend. But this at constitutional authorities. like to debate this issue to death, Still verifying nificant.” 
the four mutineers. Adding tothe should not ull usinto complacency. They are baiting for trouble. but underneath it lies a deadly, The news conference was Gonzalez also announced the 
the four fugitives, saying, "We warnings shifted the crisis over the guised invitation to mayhem. numbers are the deciding ele- Senga had resigned his post. investigate the escape of the mu- 
have bolted from the repression legitimacy of the Arroyo adminis- ment. The group that can callthe The first time the military's tineers. 
of'a bogus regime” and joined the tration to another arena—the pos- No bluff troops wins. “Big 4” appeared in a news con- _ Gonzalez said the panel should 
Trillanes’ statement was cryp- tion—more dangerous than the fensor's warning as bluff. It could tary with a ruptured chain ofcom- hey announced that retired Ma- their escape and the persons re- 
tic, apparently to avoid being protest movements in the streets lead to fatal miscalculations and mand, could lead to a bloody out- yine Brig. Gen. Franciso Gudani sponsible for it, as well as the exis- 
pinned down for inciting people and the parliamentary bane over underestimation of the govem- come. If the young rebels are un- and Lt, Col. Alexander Balutan tence of any possible conspiracy. 
j complaint against the President. warnings. The capacity ofthe gov- neither can the government be tifying before the Senate about 3,000 posters 
The choices ‘emment or the military rebels to confident of an undivided chain of alleged election cheating. National police spokesperson 
z ny g g: Pe 
“les time for all of us to decide Divided loyalty enforce their positions, incase ofa command coming to its side. Senga said the military was Chief Supt. Leopoldo Bataoll said 
are for GMA or for change," hesaid. clear. "The willingness and capacity and the escalation of verbal skir- based on intelligence reports, of a posters with the faces of the fu 
“fyou choose change, itmeans you First, military authorities ap- of the government to use force mishers over the past few days coup threat. tives for distribution to police sta- 
want and you are hoping that your pear tolerant of the outspoken when necessary is no longer in aresodangerous and haveledus The good secretary may have tions, bus terminals, air and sea 
Filipinos will be better” the government. ‘On May 1, 2001, it used force than we had ever been since the y Tipsters may call Patrol 117 or 
This chain of recent events was Second, the reluctance of mili- to crush the attack of ousted Pres- Edsa. Revolution of 1986. Not that serious text to 2920, the PNP text hotline, 
‘enough to put the Armed Forces tary authorities to take disci- ident Joseph Estrada’s cohorts on All previous coup attempts Asked how serious the threat he said. With a report from Luige 


68.1 percent but was equivalent Morales to the canvas in the ty among Filipinos. The match is 
CEBU CITY: The roar of the crowd at the Ayala Mall when Pacquiao starts to dominate the fight by the In terms of individuals, 5.261 ship for the match was nearly top spot to GMA Broadcasting 
Macapagal-Arroyo’s administra- victory it was sad that millions of ment. Gaming Corp.) board and per- 
‘The son of deposed President “Millions of Filipinos are suf- congressmen, directors of the dif- struggles to keep its head above their escape was a show of defiance Lieutenants Sonny Sarmiento 
ernment could not stop an im- “Once we got out of the gate, 
Ninoy Aquino International Air- Three resolutions hailing Pac- ipino people, urging the latter to “They'll make it. Sometimes, the have not changed,” San Juan said. Esperon: “Sir, I have the highest 
welcome.” said Basanta yesterday. At least three resolutions were Church leaders said Pacquiao's honor to the country, as well as continue to flow no matter how Pazzibugan 
tion and an additional financial bato and General Santos City Rep. “He showed us that not giving up the 1987 Constitution. 
“He brought great honor tothe the Filipino athlete, given sufficient homecoming as a “special non- week that the period from Friday don't think we should—maybe at 
Tt will be the second time that ‘above other athletes of the world in could do if left alone by politi- Lim Ubac and Christian V. Es- there could be cracks in the mil been identified as part of the 
‘The AFP top brass denied there “We know some. We are still 
amateur rules. “This was what Gary Shaw, successful boxing match. nio Barrera would be a block- to Ms Arroyo, the national police threat came from within or out- 
had to be brought to the hospital assisted Team Pacquiao here. American promoter as saying. to Pacquiao by TKO in the 11th caped officers belonging to the “We are verifying what the situa- 
New symptoms of military unrest emerging ae re pc nha ete mat 
‘ousconcern than the street-driven Trillanes statement, and the fail- the government, raising doubts negotiations had failed. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, Air different from capability, or dis- 
the potential of armed conflict. were part ofa “larger conspiracy” the disgruntled officers. and the state to defend and save it- Air Force chief Reyes denied 
unrest emerged following the re- ness with the statement thathe had litical demagogue rather than a Balance of power ‘ernment],” Senga said after per- Arroyo indicated a crack in the 
failed July 27, 2003 Oakwood His open defiance raisesthepos- peachment complaint with its their levels, too.” in the Air Force and in the Armed 
Navylt Antone Trillanes% Staff, Michael Defensor, to warn officers dare not express without assessment of the balance offorces “The AFP leadership, the mand," Reyes sid, 
of our group (Magdalo). This is It is not clear whether the rebels officers are using him asamouth- sues of regime legitimacy although May I reiterate our call, our decla- DOJ probe panel 
cers Union new generation, is- spark broader support inside the gade officers, is an arrogant Deadly struggle intervention in politics.” friends, their families have 
insolent statements was that of The escalated exchange of Their statements are an ill naked struggle for power where prompted by text messages that formation of a five-man panel to 
people who “refuse to be cowed.” sibility of armed confronta- It is dangerous to dismiss De- In a showdown, a divided mili- ference was last Sept. 28, when determine the circumstances of 
to rebellion. the now quashed impeachment menrs capacity to make good its certain of broad military support, would be court-martialed for tes- 
which side we will take, whether we However, a few things seem showdown, needs assessment. ‘This is why the developments still “verifying” Gonzalez's claim, they had printed some 3,000 
quality of life and that of your fellow defiance of the young officers to doubt. The record is writ large. closer to a bloody confrontation other sources,” Senga said. ports and malls, 
on a state of high alert at the plinary measures Malacafiang. In the Oakwood would be joyrides. was, Senga appeared to struggle A. del Puerto 
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By Tarra V. Quismundo 


A MAKATI REGIONAL TRIAL 
Court (RTC) judge yesterday or- 
dered the issuance of arrest war- 
rants for three junior officers who 
joined a short-lived mutiny in 
2003 but escaped from detention 
last week. 

‘The warrants of arrest were or- 
dered issued by Judge Oscar Pi- 
mentel of Branch 148 for Capt. 
Nathaniel Rabonza and 1st Lieu- 
tenants Lawrence San Juan and 
Sonny Sarmiento, who, together 
with Ist Lt. Patricio Bumidang, 


‘Text us your feedback: inquirer met name/agelcityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


3 officers in Oakwood mutiny face arrest — 


sneaked out of their cell in Fort 
Bonifacio at around 9 p.m. last 
Jan. 17. 

Rabonza, San Juan and 
Sarmiento are among 31 junior 
military officers who are facing 
trial on coup d'état charges. They 
are accused of leading 300 sol- 
diers in taking over the Oakwood 
Premier apartment-hotel in 
Makati City in July 2003. 

Bumidang, on the other hand, 
is facing court martial charges, 
along with 96 other soldiers, for 
his role in the failed mutiny. 

Pimentel ordered the issuance 
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of the arrest warrants following a 
motion filed by the Department 
of Justice last Friday. State prose- 
cutors have also sought hold de- 
parture orders for the junior offi- 
cers. 

‘The judge asked Assistant 
Chief State Prosecutor Richard 
Anthony Fadullon and State Pros- 
ecutor Juan Navera for docu- 
‘ments to support their petition. 

Pimentel earlier issued an ar- 
rest warrant for Marine Capt. 
Nicanor Faeldon, one of the lead- 
ers of the Oakwood mutiny, who 
escaped from his military escorts 


after attending a court hearing on 
Dec. 19. 

At the hearing yesterday on the 
coup charges against the soldiers, 
Fadullon asked the court to cite in 
contempt members of the Intelli- 
gence Service of the Armed Force 
of the Philippines (Isafp), the de- 
tainees’ custodians, for allowing 
Lt.(SG) Antonio Trillanes, anoth- 
er leader of the mutiny, to speak 
to the media during the previous 
hearing last Tuesday. 

“The bottom line is the Isafp 
had been ordered by the court to 
apply stricter security measures 


MEGALOTTO 6/45 
Vaaa 
P19,579,177.80 


after Faeldon's escape. Then they 
allow Trillanes to air his state- 
ment before the media,” Fadullon 
told the Inquinen. 

After Pimentel adjourned last 
‘Tuesday's hearing, Trillanes gave 
a statement to the media appeal- 
ing to the nation to decide 
whether or not they would stick 
to the status quo or take action to 
effect a change. 

As his guards looked on, Tril- 
lanes granted a 20-minute inter- 
view to a television news anchor 
before he was brought back to his 
detention cell. 


E-malli pr_metro@Inqulrercom.ph ,; 


“The argument is it runs 
counter to freedom of speech. Ev- 
erybody is entitled to that, but re- 
member, Trillanes is not an ordi- 
nary citizen. You have all the ba- 
sic rights, but when you are on 
trial for criminal charges, you 
should be prohibited from being 
interviewed,” Fadullon said. 
“The same is done in the case of 
the former president at the Sandi- 
ganbayan,” he added, referring to 
Jailed former president Joseph 
Estrada, who is on trial for plun- 
der, and has been prohibited from 


NBI to look 
into killing 
of slay suspect 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA- 
tion (NBD) is looking into the death of robbery 
suspect Victor Martin, who was tagged by 
some policemen as the second suspect in the 
killing of the grandson of a prominent busi- 
nessman and resort owner last week. 

NBI Special Task Force chief Reynaldo Es- 
meralda said they have subpoenaed PO2 Je- 
sus de Leon and PO2 Celso Tabobo of the 
Manila Police District (MPD) Station 9 to shed 
light on the circumstances surrounding Mar- 
tin’s death. The victim's family has filed a 
complaint with the NBI, asking the bureau to 
investigate the incident. 

‘MPD Station 9 chief Supt. Marcelino Pedro- 
zo Jr. had said earlier that Martin, who was 
shot in the chest after allegedly grabbing De 
Leon's gun last Friday, was identified by his 
companion as the driver of the motorcycle 
used in connection with the killing of 19-year- 
old Manuel Zachary Escudero. Pedrozo ex- 
plained that they arrested Martin and his 
friend Leopoldo Villanueva in Pasay City early 
Friday as suspects in the killing of Escudero. 

‘The victim was a grandson of Conrado 
“Ado” Escudero, owner of Villa Escudero, a 
popular resort in Tiaong, Quezon province. 
‘The young Escudero was walking at the cor- 
ner of R Ocampo and Arellano Streets in 
Malate when two motorcycle-riding suspects 
snatched his cell phone. Escudero was de- 
clared dead on arrival at the hospital after he 
was allegedly shot in the chest by Hilario Di- 
zon. 

Pedrozo said that while Martin was being 
interrogated by De Leon, the suspect request- 
ed the policeman to remove his handcuffs so 
he could go to the toilet. Tabobo was forced to 
shoot the suspect when Martin grabbed De 
Leon’s gun, Pedrozo added, 

However, Esmeralda said that when his 
men visited the scene where Escudero was 
shot, the witnesses were not able to identify 
Martin as a suspect. “The witnesses insisted 
that Dizon, who was earlier presented as 
the gunman, was the prime suspect in the 
killing,” Esmeralda said. He added that the 
Escudero family told the NBI that Dizon's 
nickname “Boyet” was written on a baseball 
‘cap recovered at the crime scene. Senior In- 
sp. Dominador Arevalo, chief of the MPD 
Homicide Section, however, said he had not 
received an official report of Martin's ar- 
rest. 


BLAST FROM THE PAST 


alongside jeepneys and cars. 


‘Awoman walks past two horseless rigs (calesa) parked in Tondo, Manila. Although the number of calesas plying 
Metro roads have decreased over the years, a few can still be seen in Binondo, the horses pulling them plodding 
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RP’s ‘walking encyclope 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


‘THE WALKING “BOOK OF KNOWL- 
edge,” Ernesto “Ka Ernie” Baron, died 


yesterday in his Muntinlupa City 

He was 65 years old. 

ABS-CBN, the TV network that cat- 
apulted Baron to popularity after he 
became the weatherman on its news 
program, TV Patrol, expressed sad- 
ness over his death. 

“The passing of our beloved ‘Ka 
Ernie’ brings great sorrow to the ABS- 
CBN family,” it said in a statement. 

Describing Baron as “an icon in local 
sciences and the broadcast industry” the 
‘TV network said "Ka Emie endeared 
himself to the public as a credible radio- 
TV personality, a Pinoy genius and the 
‘country's walking encyclopedia.” 

Baron was taken to the Muntinlupa 
City Medical Center (MCMC) at 
around 9:30 a.m. after his daughter, 
Shirley, found him unconscious on his 
bed. 

Earlier, Shirley forced her way into 
her fathers room when he failed to 


— 


come down for breakfast. 

Although Baron was declared dead 
on arrival when he was brought into 
the hospital, MCMC physicians Gib- 
son Garcia and Cesar Berroya still 
tried to revive him, the hospital's in- 
formation personnel told the INQUIRER 
yesterday. 

‘The doctors said Baron could have 
died of a silent myocardial infarction 


Mike Defensor’s fighting words 


dia’ signs off 


or of complications from diabetes. 

“Relatives said he just didn't wake 
up,” said the owner of the Zenaida 
Lim-De Mesa Funeral Homes, where 
Baron's body was taken from the hos- 
pital, 

‘The Inquirer tried to speak with 
Baron's relatives but they did not 
want to give further details yet. 

Baron's body, placed in a silver 
metal casket, was brought to the Ru- 
by Chapel ‘of the Divine Mercy 
Chapels Inc. in Tunasan, Muntinlupa 
Cir in the afternoon. 

‘The schedule of interment has yet 
to be announced but the INguier 
learned from the Zenaida Lim-De 
Mesa Funeral Homes that he would 
be buried at the Angeles Memorial 
Park in Bacoor, Cavite. 

Baron started his career in radio in 
1965 on “Mga Gintong Kaalaman," 
an educational program, as a block- 
time announcer. 

He later moved to dzMM where he 
hosted the program “Knowledge 
Power,” which also became a TV show 
on ABS-CBN. 


issuing statements to media. 


Crackdown #ł 


vs unsafe LPG z 
tanks looms 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THREE DEPARTMENTS HAVE BANDED TO- $+ 
gether to form a multi-agency task force that Za 
will run after liquefied petroleum gas ((LPG) “~ 
dealers who engage in illegal and unsafe busi- 
ness practices. 

Under the memorandum of agreement 
signed recently by the Department of Energy 
(DOE), Department of Trade and Industry 
(DTD, and the Department of Interior and Lo- 
cal Government (DILG), Task Force LPG will 
crack down on traders that sell under filled, 
dilapidated, uncertified and unsafe LPG cylin- 
ders. 


Task force 

A special task force will be established for. 
each city and municipality of Metro Manila, 
as well as units to be set up in all provinces. 
and cities nationwide. 

‘The task force will be composed of the gov- 
emor or mayor in a particular area, officials 
and representatives of the DILG, Bureau of 
Fire Protection (BFP), the Philippine National 
Police (PNP), DOE and DTI. 

‘According to the energy department, out of 
the 1,175 LPG establishments that it inspect- 3 
ed with the DTI last year, 896 or 76 percent 
‘were found to be selling unbranded and tam- 
pered cylinders, under filled tanks, or defec- 
tive tanks that had no tare weight, serial num- 
ber and appropriate seals. 

“Should there be violations found during 
the regular monitoring and the actual opera- 
tions, upon recommendations by the DOE 
and the DTI, sanctions can immediately be 

plemented by the concerned LGUs,” the 
DOE said in a statement yesterday. 

“Apart from the corresponding fines, 
sanctions include the confiscation of defec- 
tive and non-compliant cylinders and/or, 
closure of the establishments and suspen- 
sion or revocation of business permits,” it 
added. 


Violations 

‘Among the illegal practices are underfll- 
ing, as well as tampering, altering or modify- 
ing the LPG cylinder by changing the valve or 
repainting or re-labeling it. 

‘Also prohibited are the unauthorized refill- 
ing of cylinders, the absence of a trade name, 
selling unbranded cylinders or those with no 
serial numbers, tare weight or incorrect tare 
weight markings. 
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Webb family to put up website on Hubert 


FOR ONE BRIEF MOMENT—AT 
least while Manny Pacquiao was slug- 
ging it out with Mexico's Erik 
Morales—the country became united 
as Filipinos cheered for their compa- 
triot. 

Members of the Moro National Lib- 
eration Front (MNLF), Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF) and commu- 
nist New Peoples Army (NPA) 
stopped their ambuscades of military 
patrols to watch Mindanao-born Pac- 
quiao slug it out with the Mexican. 

Government troops stayed in their 
barracks to watch the fight. The op- 
position and administration politi- 
cians who didn't go to Las Vegas for- 
got about politics while their eyes 
‘were glued to the TV set. 

Inmany parts of the country, young 
and old, the unemployed kanto boys 
and office workers, customers and 
storeowners, domestic helpers and 
their employers huddled together to 
punch the air, shout and hug one an- 
other as Pacquiao scored hits on his 
Mexican opponent and finally won. 

We were a picture of one nation, 
one people. At least for that one brief 
moment of victory. 

Pacquiao expressed the ideal senti- 
ment when he said, in answer to a TV 
reporter's question on what his mes- 
sage to his countrymen: “Sana 
magkaintindihan na po tayong lahat 
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(I hope we'll all finally end our differ- 
ences).” 

‘The Philippines hasn't moved for- 
ward while its once-poor neighbors 
have because Filipinos are disunited. 

Muslims fight Christians, Tagalogs 
look down upon the Visayans, 
Visayans laugh at the Tlocanos, Ce- 
buanos laugh at Boholanos, Kapam- 
pangans feel superior to other ethnic 
‘groups, Catholies are against Protes- 
tants, and so on and so forth. 

In the US, cities like New York, Los 
‘Angeles and San Francisco, Ameri- 
cans of Oriental origin have their own 
enclaves. The Chinese have their Chi- 
natown; Koreans their Koreatown, 
the Japanese Japantown; Vietnam- 


But there is no Philippinetown. 
Why? Because Filipinos are trying 
to upstage one another. Pinoys have 
formed themselves into Samahang 
Ilocano, Cavite association, Kapam- 
pangan group, Visayan group, with 


scores of sub-groups. These sub- 
groups were formed by Pinoys who 
Tost in the elections of officer in 
their mother groups. If the unity we 
showed in the Pacquiao fight and 
victory could be translated into the 
economic and political spheres, 
there's no reason we won't move 
up. 

THE STATEMENT by Presidential 
Chief of Staff Michael Defensor that 
Malacafiang would fight rebel sol- 
diers and their civilian sympathizers 
“fire with fire” has elicited a strong re- 
action from some quarters. 

Some administration politicians 
joined their counterparts in the oppo- 

ition in criticizing Defensor’s fight- 
ing words. 

‘But what would you have the en- 
fant terrible say, that his boss would 
give up Malacañang without a fight? 
‘That she would cower in fear while 
the rebels and their cohorts are 
knocking at the Palace gates? 

Look what happened to Marcos 
and Erap. They forfeited their right to 
the highest post of the land by giving 
up without a fight. But they are of a 
different mold than Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. Never underestimate the 
capacity of a woman - and any other 
‘woman for that matter - to fight back 
when she is cornered. 


THE FAMILY of Hubert Webb, one of the accused in the highly publicized Vizconde murders, plan to 
put up a web site showing evidence proving his innocence. "We want the people to know the truth, be- 
Cause a lot of people believe that | am guilty," Webb, who is detained at the New Bilibid Prisons in 
‘Muntinlupa City, told the Inouinen. The Court of Appeals last month upheld his conviction on charges 
of rape with homicide after it threw out his alibi that he was out of the country at the time the vic- 
tims—Carmela Vizconde, her mother, Estrellita, and younger sister, Jennifer, were killed inside their 
home in BF Homes, Parafiaque. But he said he was not bitter about the decision. “Someday | know that 
1 wili be free, whether | am still alive or dead by that time, it doesn’t matter as long as | know lam get 
ting out of here eventually, That's what keeps me strong,” he told the Inoumnen. Jocelyn R. Uy 


Time to bury the hatchet - for now 
THE METROPOLITAN Manila Development Authority (MMDA) and 

the Makati City government have agreed to work together—for the 
time being. The two agencies, which have been at odds over the 
management of traffic in the financial district, wil jointly work on 
the greening of the President Sergio Osmeña Highway. “We decid- 
fd to have a joint project because we saw that basically, we had the 
Same plan for the area,” sald MMDA General Manager Robert Na- 
‘lancano. "We have already arrived at thé agreement that their plan 
would complement the city’s landscape plan, particularly the plants 
they would use,” sald Makati's Department of Environmental Ser- 
vices chief Danilo Villas. Makat's greening crew earller uprooted 
Fo rman no the banana trees that the MMDA had planted along the stretch as 

city officials said the fruit-bearing plant was a bad choice to spruce 
upa major highway in the country's financial center. Tarra V. Quismundo 


Greenhills suspends 2 stall owners 

THE MANAGEMENT of the Greenhills Shopping Center in San Juan has slapped a one-month suspen- 
sion on the owners of two stalls where two television reporters found their stolen phones last week, 
We nave decided to suspend the operations of the two stalls for maybe a month or even longar,” con- 
ter general manager Josy Santos told the inoumen. ithe management keeps its word, then Stall Num- 
bere V-9at the Center Malt and 118 at the Annex Center Mali shouldbe temporarily closed by now. The 
action taken by the shopping center's management came even it ABC-6 employees Theresa Andrada 
Snd Jason Torres have yet tole any formal complaint against the two stall owners. Andrada and Tor- 
tes ast weak found thelr company-issued XDA-I phones, earlier stolen in separate incidents, in tho 
stalls owned by Abdulmalik Basher and Kalic Sarip. Edson €. Scene 


TOTOO BA ‘TO? 
NAGKASUNDONG 
MAGKASUNDO | 


when 

buying 

a condo, 

ask yourself ... 


With all other condos you get a 
BARE unit upon turnover ... 


“is what you 
SEE really wha 
youre going 
to GET?” 


Il other projects dazzle you with fancy model units, designed by famous interior 
designers, but come turnover time, all you get is a completely bare shell, with 
incomplete finishings, and the most spartan of fittings. 


Century Properties and Meridien Development Group, the creators of the award winning 
Essensa East Forbes at the Fort, are now offering the first and ONLY fully-fitted and 
stylishly furnished hi-rise residences in the country with South of Market or SoMa (at 
the Bonifacio Global City) and Soho Central (across Shangri-La Plaza Mall). 


All units come with air-conditioning, kitchen cabinetry, refrigerator, cooktop, modern 
rangehood, microwave, a washing machine, bedframe, a flatscreen TV with DVD player, 
a full sound and entertainment system, a dining showcase, a living room setup, and 
bathroom fittings, at NO EXTRA COST! 


So no expensive interior design bills, no time wasted looking for appliances and 
furniture. No move-in worries. No disappointments. 


Come visit our model units to see just what more you'll get when you make your home 
with Century. 


SOUTH of MARKET 


Fort Bonifacio Global City 


SHANGRI-LA 
PLAZA MALL 


As low as P 2M or P 8,800/month 


CENTURY @ 818-9025 » 893-7050 
PROPERTIES GROUP ortext 0915-700-2000 


WE SEE THINGS A CENTURY AHEAD. www.soma.com.ph www.sohocentral.com.ph 
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AN overhauled Manny Pacquiao exacted revenge over Eri 


on Saturday. 


leds, 
Morales 


Jaca to fight in March underneath 
B. Pacquiao-Hernandez rematch 


Salven L. Lagumbay 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA—PHILIPPINE 
super featherweight champion Jim- 
rex Jaca will be seeing action again in 
the United States this March. 

The Sibulan, Negros Oriental 
fighter, a former OBBF super ban- 
tam champion, will be seeing ac- 
tion in the first week of March un- 
ms derneath the Bobby Pacquiao-Car- 


los Hernandez rematch, 

Jaca's stock rose following his first 
round stoppage of Mexican journey- 
man Geronimo Hernandez in the un- 
dercard of the Manny Pacquiao-Erik 
Morales rematch last Saturday in Las 
Vegas. 

‘Jaca and his manager Rex “Wake” 
Salud are coming home along with 
Pacquiao and his entourage on Jan. 
27. 


“I want Jaca to get the most expo- 
sure with Manny (Pacquiao), because 
he sacrificed a lot for this win,” said 
Salud yesterday. 

Jaca thanked his manager for giv- 
ing him a chance to fly home with 
Manny, adding he already misses his 
family. 

“It’s better that I come home first 
and then return to the US later to 
train,” Jaca said in Cebuano. 


New weapons 
key to victory 


By Recah Trinidad 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA—THE LEFT STRAIGHT 
that’s been remodeled into a vicious hook, a 
bigger and busier right hand, uppercut, new 
defensive moves anchored on ducking, head 
movement, side-to-side slips. 

These didn’t form the complete pack- 
age but they were the core of the weapon 
Manny Pacquiao had kept secret in the 
run-up to his second duel with Erik 
Morales. 

Pacquiao did not have to detail them, the re- 
vised arsenal was bared in full during his mas- 
terful conquest and demolition of Morales. 

But the RP boxing superstar, both fists 
swollen, did not hesitate to confirm that his 
offense against, Morales on Saturday night 
was centered on the body. 

“Marami kaming ginawa, pero ang 
pinaka-importante "yung body shots, (We 
did a lot of new moves, but the main 
thrust was to soften the body,” Pacquiao 
said inside his fifth floor suite at the 
Wynn Hotel where a thanksgiving Mass 
was celebrated by Fr. Gerry Beof from 
New York yesterday morning 

“Di ba dati puro left straight lang ang banat 
ko. Ngayon left hook, right hook, upper at 
body shots. Yun ang kanyang ininda (I used to 
rely mainly on my left straight but now Ihave 


Docs say 
Morales 
is okay 


TAS. VEGAS—AFTER 
the terrible beating he 
eceived from Filipino 
superstar Manny Pac- 
quizo, Mexico's Erik 
Morales was cleared 
by doctors atthe Valley 
Medical Hospital here 
of any head injuries he 
might have suffered 
following his 10th- 
round technical 
knockout loss last Sat- 
urday at the Thomas 
and Mack Center. 

Speaking to re- 
porters from his home 
in San Diego, Califor- 
nia, where he immedi- 
ately retreated follow- 
ing the worst defeat of 
his career, Morales said 
he had undergonea se- 
ries of head tests but 
was subsequently 
cleared by physicians. 

He added he would 
spend enough time to 
rest before making any 
announcement on his 
future plans. 

‘Morales had already 
conferred with his pro- 
moter Bob Arum and 
manager Femando 
Beltran and was as- 
sured of their full-su- 
port in whatever deci- 
sion he makes. 

“Time will tell if and 
when I need to hang 
upmy gloves,” Morales 
told Box-latino. 

Morales, acompa- 
nied by his wife Andrea 
Mora, who is expecting 
heir fist chid net 
month, offered food to zi 
members of his team at 
their San Diego home 
folowing their reum 
fiom Las Vegas. Salven L. 
‘Lagumbay, contributor 
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a left hook, right hook, upper and body shots. 
‘Those punches hurt him),” Pacquiao added. 

‘Trainer Freddie Roach said they had to 
train behind closed doors so other people 
‘would not Be talking of the changes in the 
Pacquiao armory and arsenal. 

“What we did was take the jab away from 
him,” Roach told the Inquirer. 

But although he had confirmed the technical 
changes, Roach would not openly admit the. 
transformation of Pacquiao from a predictable, 
one-track slasher into a well-rounded fighter. 

Tn that big fight against Morales on Satur- 
day, there had been initial fears Pacquiao 
‘could be lured into a sticky tactical box-off. 

However, whenever he would be caught in 
a fierce exchange, Pacquiao would acquit 
himself by outpunching Morales. 

In short, that was practically a new Manny Pac- 
quiso his fans had seen inside the ring on Saturday. 

While he admitted Pacquiao has indeed un- 
dergone a style-and-system overhaul, Roach 
been insisting Pacquiao will always be Pacquiao. 

Obviously, Roach is again trying to hide 
something about the hottest property in his 
renowned Wild Card Gym. 

‘Meanwhile, the doors of the Wild Card gym 
have again been opened to the public. 

Pacquiao is scheduled to leave with wife 
Jinkee and members of his team on Jan. 25. 
‘They are expected in Manila Jan. 27. 


UST ANOTHER HUMP. 


FORYOUR WORRYING HAIR LOSS 


Get Non-Surgical Hair Integration Method 


Heavy hair loss can give you a much older and less attractive appearance. Having a 
full head of hair again with the help of Svenson International will definitely improve 
your image and self-esteem. Through Non-Surgical Hair Integration Method, more 
hair is added as it blends in naturally with your own for maximum coverage over your 


hair loss areas. 


If you value your hair, trust Svenson. 


Call us today for a FREE consultation. 


MAKATI TOMAS MORATO A 
187 GT Tower 3/F CKB Center 


Buy the Ford Rang! 
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YOUR CHOICE NOT TO BE BALD 
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BINONDO 
11/F Federal Tower 


ALABANG 
4/F Citibank-Frabelle 
Bido. 


BALDNESS? 
Never Again! 


CEBU 
TEL: 234-0851 
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saything’s possible with the Ford Ranger. Tough, mighty and flowing with force; it makes everything feel like a walk inthe park, 
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: SPORTS 
‘Wsouthern Ladies golf slated Feb. 


VETERAN INTERNATIONALISTS tough with a threecomered title 
Anya Tanpinco, Lora Roberto and fight looming in the centerpiece 
Carmelette Villaroman, jungolfer Championship Flight among South- 
Crystal Superal and a hostofothers woods bets Tanpinco, Roberto and 


Express/WWW Express, 
Gopez Corp. and Hans Bruhmann 
Intl Jeweler 


lead the chase for top honors in the 
43rd Southern Ladies Open which 
fires off Feb. Zat the Del Monte Golf of Assisi College, is expected to cary 
Club in Manolo Fortich, Bukidnon. the cudgels for the youth brigade in 

Although three of the country’s 
top amateurs are not seeing action in conducted by the National Golf As- 
this years staging of the annual 
event, the competing field remains and sponsored by Petron Corp., DHL. 


VILLAROMAN: Favorite 


UAAP verdict 
on La Salle 
case ready 
by February 


& By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘THE COMMITTEE TASKED TO PROBE THE 
La Salle eligibility scandal is expected to sub- 
mit its complete findings next month. 

‘The UAAP board will convene tomorrow al- 
® though league officials remain mum on the 
controversial case involving Archers Mark 

3 Benitez and Tim Gatchalian. 

‘The five-man panel have reportedly been 
summoning key personalities from La Salle 
$ and the Department of Education (DepEd) to 

+ shed light on the cage scandal. 

Suspension from the league is among the pos- 

Š sible sanctions La Salle could face. In 1994, 
‘Adamson was suspended for a year after investi- 

zation showed that the Falcons fielded Marlou 
‘Aquino despite academic deficiencies. 

5 La Salle revealed on October last year that 

$ Benitez and Gatchalian submitted spurious 

È documents to gain eligibility in college. 

4 After verifying its school records from DepEd, 

i La Salle discovered that Benitez and Gatchalian 

Š submitted fake certificates of their Philippine Ed- 

Š ucational Placement Test, an exam taken mostly 

+! by out-of school youths to gain entry in college. 

As a result, La Salle voluntarily offered to 
return its 2004 championship trophy. 

$ Weeks after the shocking announcement, La 

© Salle submitted to the UAAP board the results of 

7, its internal investigation, which tagged Archers 

assistant team manager Manny Salgado and 


Villaroman. 


the three-day event 


Superal, playing out of St.Francis 


organized and 
sociation of the Philippines (NGAP) 


Last year’s champion Jayvie Ago- 
jo, FilAussie Frances Bondad and 
newly crowned RP Ladies Open ti- 
tist Debbie de Villa have begged off 
from participating for various rea- 
sons, leaving the battle for the crown 
wide open among the other main- 
stays of the national squad. 

‘Aside from Manila Southwoods, 


WINNERS: Denmark's Jens Eriksen (left) and his doubles partner Lundgaard Hansen 
celebrate after winning against Malaysia's Choong Tan Fook and Lee Wan Wah at the All 
England badminton championships men’s doubles final in Birmingham, England. seres 


Routs mark baseball meet 


TALAVERA, NUEVA ECIJA—TEAM MAKATI AND 
Palayan City outclassed their respective rivals last 
Sunday at the start of the 4th National All-High 
‘School baseball championship here. 

‘The Makati batters, with Robert Sefio and 
Julius Dacoco coming up with four hits 
apiece, blasted Manila-based Villegas High 
School, 33-2, even as Palayan City drubbed 
‘LB Laurel High of Manila, 30-0. 

In other matches, Marikina scored a 23-2 
triumph over Kalinga; Camarines Norte over- 
whelmed Tuguegarao, 19-0, while Bulacan 


«contractual statistician Raul Lacson asthe teama_.umped Cagayan, 12-6, to jumpstart their 


£. officials who helped secure the players’ spurious 


"Bids in the 15-team competition. 


= documents, Both denied the accusations- ===- ~ 


3 Thus, the league formed its own investigat- 
+ ing committee, headed by Fr. Ermito de Sa- 
Ž gun of the University of Santo Tomas. 
1” Other members of the investigating body include 
Josie de Leon of Far Easter University, Dr Ricardo 
Matibag of host Adamson, Arlene Royo of National 
University and legal counsel lawyer Rene Vila. 
Benitez and Gatchalian suited up in the 
Archers 2004 championship run. Benitez was in 
La Salle’s runner-up squad in the 2005 season, 
while Gatchalian got cut from the team last year. 


Xavier Charity Bowl set 


+ THE 3RD XAVIER CHARITY BOWL WILL BE HELD 
on Friday at the E-Lanes Bowling Center along Ortigas 
Avenue. The event is spearheaded by the Xavier 
‘School Varsity Bowling Team, in cooperation with 
Xavier High School Faculty and Maintenance Person- 
nel Association (Facampa) and the High School Stu- 
dent Council. Proceeds of the charity event will go to 

the Xavier School Education Trust Fund, which pro- 
ides financial assistance to deserving scholars in or- 
der to continue their education in Xavier School. 


ROSARIO, BATANGAS—SHIFT RACING LEAD 
driver Renan Morales, tagged as the next big star 
of Philippine racing, swept both races in the 
Group 3 division recently in the Philippine Na 
tional Touring Car Championship 2005. 

Morales pulled away early to ensure his 
double victory in Rounds 7 and 8 of this event 
sanctioned by the Automobile Association of 
the Philippines (AAP). 

He finished the 12-lap morning race in 
33:22.957 or a far 14 seconds ahead of run- 
ner-up JP Cariño of Intelco Racing who regis- 
tered a total time of 33:36.828. 

With Morales ahead, attention shifted to the 
close bartie between Miguel Lazaro of Velocity Mo- 
tors-Race Fans Team and sensational newcomer 
Ulysses Maningding, a former slalom champion. 

Lazaro's experience worked wonders in the 
last two laps as he took third place, just 1.414 
seconds ahead of Maninding. 


Ironically, three-time defending champion 
Nueva Ecija struggled before taking a 9-6 win 
over Isabela. 

‘Makati, runner-up the last two years, hopes to 
finally snatch the title away this time in the 15- 
team tournament which aims to spark the resur- 
gence of the sport in the country. 

“1 hope that we can be an instrument in the re- 
birth of baseball and softball here in the country” 
said Gov Tomas Joson of the host province. “This is 
a sport where the Filipinos can compete globally” 

"The Philippines won the gold medals in baseball 
and men's and women's softball during the recent 


23rd Southeast Asian Games. Mare Anthony Reyes 


Morales posts another sweep 


Peewee Mendiola of Big Chill Racing Team 
finished fifth while Menchie Francisco of 
Petron Ultron-SRA and Tok Corpuz of Velocity 
Motors-Race Fans-Conoco Racing Team fol- 
lowed sixth and seventh respectively. 
Morales became even more unstoppable in the 
second race where he clocked 33:40.299 seconds. 
Mendiola came in seven second behind for 
the runner-up finish while Lazaro, Maninding 
and Corpuz wound up the top five finishers. 
‘Overall, Morales now holds a total of 175 
points, 30 points ahead of arch rival Miguel 
Lazaro. Behind them is Mendiola with 142. 
Menchie Francisco, the top lady driver in this 
even, is fourth with 82 points while Corpuz and 
Dominic Tan are tied for fifth with 64 points apiece. 
Equally exciting was the “Ist Race Fans Inc. 
‘Track Attack Challenge” race where Nico 
Montinola ruled the Open division over JV 
Colayco and Felix Perez. 


WELL, WHAT CANI SAY? 

You must have heard everything that 
needed to be heard about how our Manny 
Pacquiao defeated Erik Morales. 

But for whatever its worth, I say, no, Pacquiao 
just didn’t defeat Morales on a day when virtual- 
ly the entire archipelago appeared like a ghost 
town while the fight was on. Pacquiao de- 
stroyed the supposedly indestructible Morales, 
period. 

Remember what Morales said before the 
fight? 

“Pacquiao never hurt me the first time we 
fought,” bragged Morales, who beat Pacquiao 
bya unanimous decision on March 19, 2005. 

After their brawl last Sunday, Morales must 
have regretted having said that. 

But that’s going ahead of the story. 

In their first encounter, Pacquiao fought with 
practically one good eye in the last seven 
rounds. The culprit was a Morales head butt in 
the fifth, which opened a deep wound on the 
right eyebrow of Pacquiao. Blood spurted from 
the cut from the fifth onwards, impairing Pac- 
‘quiao's vision—and focus—the rest of the way. 
Credit it to Pacquiao's courage and fortitude that 
he was able to go the distance. Although he lost 
bya unanimous decision, the scores were close. 

‘On Jan, 22 (Manila time), their second meet- 
ing was a complete reversal of the ist, 

“Ten months after their first fight, Morales 
‘would discover, to his horror I believe, a totally 
different Pacquiao. 

This Sunday, an incredibly reformatted, 
repackaged and reconditioned Pacquiao was all 
‘over Morales like an endless swarm of bees, 
stinging him with piercing body shors and jar- 
ring shots to the face. 

In their first meeting, Morales had mostly run 


Areformatted Pacquiao won 


SPECTATOR 


À feat against 48 wins—34 by KOs—retirementis, 


Al S. Mendoza 


and was able to hide since, as Tve said, Pacquiao 
bhad only one good eye from the fifth; the other 
‘one was mostly bathed in blood from the fifth 
onwards. 

Last Sunday—in faimess to Morales—the 
Mexican ran only once: in the Sth, toward the 
end ofitto be exact. 

But he ran because it was evident he had hed 
enough of the punishment being incessantly in- 
fliced on him, 

Morales’ end came via a rain of punches in 
the 10th. They were punches still as crisp as 
‘when the tireless Pacquiao unleashed them in 
many ofthe previous rounds without let-up. 

‘Twice Morales fell to his knees in the 10th, 
body aching all over, face so totally rearranged 
that his well chiseled nose had suddenly be- 
come, in the words of writer Sol Juvida, like “a 
Purefoods jumbo hotdog,” 

“The first time Morales fell in the 10th, he rose 
atthe count of 9. 

‘The second time Morales fell in the 10th, ref- 
eree Kenny Bayless did away with the counting 
and declared the Mexican loser by a technical 
knockout with 27 ticks left in the round. 

So badly beaten, thoroughly battered, was 
Morales that he needed to be taken straight to 
the hospital after the fight. 

“To be honest, Morales did hit Pacquiao with 
good punches, too. But none was strong enough 


to put away Pacquiao, who was made of granite 
in this fight that eamed him $2 million as 
against the $3 million of Morales. 

‘But no, although Morales had been so thor- 
oughly demolished to suffer only his fourth de- 


should be, farthest from the Mexican's mind. A 
third fight will bea sure blockbuster since it will 
decide who's really who between the two of 
them. A third fight will be a sure blockbuster as 
the winner wil eam him a shorter route to the 
Hall of Fame. More importantly it will most like- 
ly be the megabuck fight that can make Pac- 
quizo the wealthiest Asian boxer ever. 

‘With Pacquiao's drawing power now se- 
cured, Pacquiao pocketing $5 million—maybe 
more—in their third fight isnt far-fetched. 
Morales will be lucky to pocket $3 million. If 
Paopao is smart in the ring, he's even smarter 
offi. 

In parting, I did say here before Sundays 
fight that Pacquiao could win in 6 rounds or less. 
1 was wrong. Predicting really is as difficult a 
business as picking the winning numbers in the 
lono. 

But I did say here, too, that if a Pacquiao 
punch would connect, Morales would fall. 

‘Next case, your honor. 

FASTBREAK. The remains of Leonila R. Sori- 
ano, the wife of the first cousin of my departed 
mother, will be laid to rest tomorrow (Jan. 25) 
at the Manila Memorial Park in Marikina after 
the 8 am, Mass at the Arlington along Araneta 
Ave, QC. She was the wife of Tio Cesar and 
mother of Libay. 
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2-4 at Del Monte 


other clubs competing are Alabang, 
Riviera, Sta. Elena, Orchard, Valley, 
Pueblo de Oro, Villamor, Lanang, 
Davao, Navy and Del Monte. 

Registration is ongoing. For de- 
tails, contact NGAP at 525-6987 or 
5245160 or email at ngapgolf@hot- 
mailcom, _ ngapgolf@yahoo.com, 
and the Del Monte Golf Club at tele- 
fax (088)855-5976/6101. 

Also on tap in the event, backed 
by hole-in-one sponsor’ Master 


‘Sports Corp, Philippine Sports Com- 
mission, DPC Yellow Pages and Rep. 
Constantino Jaraula of Cagayan de 
Oro are the classification touma- 
ments featuring competitors in vari- 
ous divisions with fabulous prizes at 
stake, according to NGAP 

‘The other categories on tap are 
classes A, B, Cand D and the seniors 
for players S5 years old and above. 

Free practice round is set on 
Feb. 1. 


NSAs need 


to liquidate 
P86 million 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THE NATIONAL SPORTS ASSOCIATIONS STILL HAVE TO LIQUIDATE 
a total of P86 million they received from the Philippine Sports Com- 
mission for their Southeast Asian Games buildup last year. 


Speaking on the occasion of the 
PSC's 16th anniversary, chair Burch 
Ramirez said the NSAs must submit 
an accounting of the money they 
received mostly for raining expens- 
es, uniform and allowances. 

‘The PSC chief admitted that 
the agency is feeling the crunch 
with the Senate approving only a 
P28 million budget for the year, 
way below its P307 million re- 
quest and the P250 million en- 
dorsed by 120 congressmen. 

‘To date, some 41 NSAs have yet 
to dlear their accounts with the PSC. 

“These NSAs must work like 
private corporations with their 
own set of officers and sources of 


revenues,” said Ramirez during a 
radio interview. 

Ramirez, however, didn't com- 
plain about the slashed budget, 
but said the agency will be left 
with its basic mandate from Pres- 
ident Arroyo. 

“We will have to provide the 
national athletes with free meals, 
accommodation, uniforms and 
allowances,” said Ramirez 

“The PSC is set to hold its consul- 
tative meeting with the Philippine 
Olympic Committee on Friday to 
draft their plans for the 2006. 

Topping the agenda is the 
country’s campaign in the Doha 
Asian Games late this year. 
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JP CARIÑO tries to keep his grip of the lead while Ulysses Maninding 
(red Explorer car) tries to keep pace in Round 8 of the Philippine 
National Touring Car Championship 2005 in Batangas. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Red Horse-PCSO Drag Racing 

THE COUNTRY'S SPEED MASTERS RETURN FOR ANOTHER SHOWDOWN AS 
the 2005 Red Horse-PCSO National Drag Racing Championship Series resumes 
with its third and penultimate teg on Jan. 28 at the BRC Drag Stripin Rosario, 
Batangas. Sonny de Torres of Group N-Matonetics Racing guns for a third straight 
vitor as he looks forward to another record-breaking run in this event held in co- 
operation withthe Automobile Association of the Philippines (AAP). The 36-year- 
{i De Torres set the track record of 12.034 seconds in the Kickoff leg and broke 
into the 11-second barrier when he registered the new record time of 11.912 sec- 
ands in his Quick 8 faceoff with Water Pazon of Blanche Racing. Another high- 
{ight of tha eventis the brewing rivalry between the Group N-Matonetics Racing 
ard the Blanche Racing teams which dominated the past two legs, according to 
BRC Drag Racing Director Fi Gullin. Atso at stake are the tiles in the Pro dass (for 
cars 13.99 seconds and faster), Sportsman Class (14 seconds to 15.99), Hot 
Street division (16 seconds and slower) and the Thunder Class for old model cars 
1983 and eae. Contact BRC manager Sherwin Mojica or Nelson Gayola at (632) 
817-2241, 729-5385 or fax 815-1241 for details. 


La Salle-Dasma spikers post 2 wins 

DEFENDING CHAMPION LA SALLE-DASMARINAS SCORED VICTORIES IN THE 
men’s and women's divisions of the National Capital Region Athletic Associaton 
(NCRAAJ Volleyball Toumament at the San Andres gym. The DLSU-Dasma Patri- 
ots tumed back Cty Colleges of Marila, 25-7, 25-20, 25-8, and the Lady Patriots 
way Philippine Maritime Institute, 25-13, 25-13, 25-10. Last week the Patriots 
bent Phiippine Marisme Institute, 28-14, 25-21, 25-15. Meanwhile, PMI bounced 
back by beating winless Emilio Aguinaldo College, 25-21, 25-20, 25-19. Aslan Col- 
iege of Science and Technology outplayed Arellano University, 25-22, 25-15, 25- 
21. inthe other women's match. in other games last week, St. Francis of Assisi 
won over EAC, 25-15, 25-18, 25-15, while PATTS College of Aeronautics trounced 
Oivarez Cologe, 28-30. 25-23, 25-23, 25-18, and National Collegeof Business and 
‘ts walled OOM, 25:20, 25-10, 25-13. In the distalt side, PMI bested PSBA, 25- 
9, 25-11, 25-22, and Olivarez College edged CCM, 25-14, 22-25,25-12, 25-12. 


GCAP hosts 5-cocker tomorrow 

FIVE AMERICAN COOKERS HAVE SUBMITTED THEIR ENTRIES TO THE GEN- 
tlemen Cookers Association of the Philippines (GCAP) 5-cock derby tomorrow 
‘jn. 25 at the San Juan Coliseum. The event wil be sponsored by Sagupaan Com- 
'plexor 3000. The foreigners, who also competed in the NCA World Championship 
Derby last week, are led by famous Sweater specialist Bruce Barnette, Jim Batiea 
of Sunset Recreational Ciub, Bryan Cochran, Jason Campbell and Crow Grave 
“Cocktght aficionados can again expect a toug batie between local and intema- 
tional cockers,” said GCAP stalwart Patrick Antonio. Last week. the entry ol R. 
Pineda (ROP SJC 2) emerged as solo champion in the NCA Ward Championship 
‘-cock ety. Wiliam Go and Nene Abelio (Gold Cup Sundance) were runners-up 
For inquiries, contact 722-7368 and 725-5369. 


BY TOP CHOICE 
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ate (0). 
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RITUALO: Vital to Air2I's rise. 


PBF willing 
to do all for 
basketball 


By Musong R. Castillo 


"THE PHILIPPINE BASKETBALL FEDERATION 
is willing to do anything to serve the best in- 
terest of the sport in the country. 

Officers of the PBF gave this assurance to 
Philippine Olympic Committee president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco after their meeting yes- 
terday, according to POC spokesman and PBF 
incorporator Joey Romasanta. 

“Ie (the meeting) went well. There was no 
animosity in the group,” said Romasanta. 
“Right now, the PBF knows that it is still the 
body recognized by the POC, but itis willing 
to do anything to serve the best interest of 
basketball (in the country).” 

Cojuangco met with officials the PBA, PBL, 
UAAR National Collegiate Athletic Associa- 
tion and Basketball Association of the Philip 

7 pines president Joey Lina last week in line 
with a Memorandum of Agreement forged be- 
tween the Fiba and the POC regarding the for- 
mation ofa new cage body. 

,~. "The (former) congressman talked to all 
the stakeholders just to inform them of 
what is happening. It's better that “they 
hear it straight from him,” Romasanta 
said 

The PBR formed after the BAP was sus- 
pended and eventually expelled from the lo- 
cal Olympic movement, will cease to enjoy 
POC recognition once the new body is formed 
and approved by the Fiba. 

Meanwhile, a high-ranking POC official 
wondered if Lina had come to that meeting 
last week ready to smoke the peace pipe. 

‘The official, who requested that he not be 
identified, told the INquince that he just can’t 
figure out why Lina has not instructed the 
BAP to “withdraw the lawsuit it filed” several 
months back. 

‘The BAP had sued the POC, seeking rein- 
statement in a last-ditch effort to stage the 
sport in the Southeast Asian Games. The court 
upheld BAP's case but the BAP never got to 
stage basketball in the SEA Games anyway. 


Ateneo bets 
make move 
at Highlands 


ATENEO MADE A BOLD MOVE TO DENY LA 
Salles sweep bid by surging ahead in the college 
and grade schools divisions in the first round 
Sunday of the sixth Samsung Interscholastic golf 
championships at the Tagaytay Highlands Golf 
and Country Club course. 

Raymond Escalona scored a day-best 52 
points, Don Padilla carded 45 and either of 
the 44s of Vendrie Tan and Kevin Lachica 
counted as the third score of Ateneo, which 
posted a 141 for an eight-point lead over La 
Salle's two teams in college division play. 

‘With Marcel Puyat fring 49, Ateneo also man 
aged to inch ahead by two over La Salle in grad 
school action. Bino dela Paz tallied 40 and Rafael 
Vera Cruz contributed 32 to boost the cause of 
Ateneo (121) against La Salle. 

La Salle, however, managed to grab the lead in 
the girls college-high school and boys high schoo! 
categories of the tourney backed by Samsun 
Electronics Philippines, Inc. and co-sponsored by 
‘Tokyo Tokyo, KZG, Microtel, Srixon, Philippine 
Airlines as the official carrier, Sunbolt, Rudy Pro 
ject, C-Lium Fiber and Sports Plus, 

Poveda’s Paulina Sotto (42) and Andie Un 
son (37) opened up a six-point spread over 
Master's Cademy in the girls grade school, 

Miko Yee, last years overall individu! 
champion, and Marco Olives combined for 85 
points and Alan Guy added 43 as La Salle 
Greenhills totaled 138 to zoom ahead by 
eight over OB Montessori in boys high schoo! 

Geleen Handog was good for 46 points and 
Kim Hong had 40 for La Salle-Taft’s 86 tota 
that pushed them ahead by six over Miriam 
and by nine over Ateneo. 
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SPORTS 


By June Navarro 


WATCHING RENREN RITUALO DRAIN THREE-POINTERS WITH EASE 


ona regular day is nothing unusual. 


But doing it consistently in a 
long quarterfinal series, where 
the stakes are high, is definitely 
out of the ordinary 

Ritualo showed just how dead- 
ly his shooting touch can be in 
Air2I’s best-of-five quarterfinal 
conquest of Talk ‘N Text that ush- 
ered his team to its first ever 
semifinal appearance in the 

ilippine Basketball Associa- 
tion. 

Not to take away anything 
from the heroic deeds of Ronald 
Tubid, Gary David, Shawn 
Daniels, Wynne Arboleda, 
Ranidel De Ocampo and Yancy 
De Ocampo but Ritualo's out- 


standing plays set him apart from 
the rest. 

As the leading scorer in ‘the 
quarterfinals among all players, 
the former De La Salle University 
rifleman was named the San Mig 
Coffee-PBA Press Corps Player of 
the Week. 

“I always make sure to be in 
shape whenever I enter the 
court,” said Ritualo, who jacked 
up his numbers from an average 
of 17-4 points in the elimination, 
round to 23 points per game in 
the quarterfinals. 

‘Since entering the league in 
2002, this is the only time the 
Bert Lina-owned ballciub had 


THET 


` Ritualo named player of the we 


made it into the semifinals and, 
win or lose, will end up with its 
best finish in a regular confer- 
ence with Bo Perasol as head 
coael 

The only active franchise still in 
search ofa first PBA championship, 
Air21 might be well on its way to 
achieving a feat in its history 
should the Express hurdle the 
Purefoods Chunkee Giants in their 
best-of seven semifinal series. 

With coach Ryan Gregorio 
drawing up the battle plan, the 
Giants snared Game 1 Sunday 
night but not after getting a scare 
from the Express, who eventually 
lost, 94-89, only when fatigue 
told on them in the final quarter. 
Ritualo improved to No. 2 in scoring 
among locals with 18.5 points per 
game, next to the 19.1 ppg of Baran- 
say Ginebra's Mare Caguioa. 


NG 


ek 
GAB sets probe 
on Air21 plaint 


GAMES AND AMUSEMENTS BOARD OFFI- 
cer Jess Villanueva said yesterday the 
board will act on the complaint of the Air21 
Express regarding the conduct of Pure- 
foods Chunkee Giants Marquin Chandler 
during Game 1 of their semifinal series in 
the PBA Fiesta Conference at the Araneta 
Coliseum Sunday night. Villanueva said 
that Air21 team manager Lito Alvarez was 
asking the GAB on what possible sanctions 
it can impose on Chandler, who violently 
grappled Express player Gary David to the 
point of choking the Air21 guard with 2:10 
left in the third quarter. The commotion 
was triggered when David stole the ball 
away from Chandler with their legs being 
entangled. 


Hot Brya 


LOS ANGELES—KOBE BRYANT 
scored a stunning 81 points—the 
second most in National Basket- 
ball Association history—in the 
Los Angeles Lakers’ 122-104 victo- 


ry over Toronto on Sunday. 

‘Only Wilt Chamberlain's 100” points, for 
Philadelphia against New York on March 2, 1962, 
now tops the 27-year-old Bryant, whose previous 
personal scoring best was 62 points against Dal- 
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Jas on December 20—when he played 
only three quarters. 

“Not even in my dreams,” Bryant 
said of his aspirations to such a feat. 

He scored 26 points in the first half 
then erupted for 55 in the second—four 
short of Chamberlain's record for points in a 
half. 

‘With just under five minutes left and the Lak- 
ers leading, 108-96, Bryant knocked down a 3- 
pointer to join Chamberlain, former Laker Elgin 
Baylor, David Thompson and David Robinson in 
the 70-point dub—a milestone Michael Jordan 
never reached, 

Bryant drilled a short jumper on the ensuing 
possession to break Baylor's Lakers record of 
71 points established against the Knicks on 
Nox 15, 1960. 

‘After making a layup with 3:26 remaining 
to reach 74 points, Bryant scored his last seven 
from the free-throw line. He sank a pair of free 
throws with 43 seconds left to complete his mag- 
ical performance and exited to a huge ovation 
from the crowd of 18,997 at Staples Center with 
4:2seconds to go. 

Bryant, whose Si-point effort against Sacra- 
mento on Thursdsay went for nothing in a 118- 
109 Lakers loss to the Kings, said he was playing 
forthe win, AFP 

COMPLETE NBA RESULTS: Denes 89, San Antonio 85, 
Phladotia 86, Minnesota 84; Memphis 93, Washington 82; 
LA Cipars 105, Golden Se 92, Miami 119, Sacramento 99; 
‘Der 99, Houston S7; Seale 152, Phoenix 149, 20T: Dalas 
95, Portand 89, OT. 


KOBE Bryant's statlin 
read: Minutes played—41:56; 
3-pointers—7 of 13; Free throws—18 of 20; 


Total vs Raptors 2nd 
in NBA all-time list 


his 81-point explosion 
Id goals—28 of 46; 


Rebounds—(offensive/defensive) 2/4; Assists—2; 


‘Turnovers—3; Steals—3; Personal fouls—! 


” 


Hingis flashes 
old form, gains 
Aussie Open 
quarterfinals 


UTAS. 


MELBOURNE,  AUSTRALIA— 
Proving that power isn’t every- 
thing, Martina Hingis took anoth- 
er step on the comeback trail 
Monday, beating Australia's 
Samantha Stosur, 6-1, 7-6 (8), to 
reach the Australian Open quar- 
terfinals. 

Hingis, coming out of retirement 
after three years, converted on her 
fourth match point, showing the 
same savvy that she used to win five 
Grand Slam titles. 

The 25-year-old Swiss star next 
faces her biggest challenge so far 
against second-seeded Kim Cli- 
jsters, who has spent nearly all of 
her offcourt time getting worked 
ony the trainers. 

Clijsters showed no signs of the 
backand hip pain that has bothered. 

her for the last week as she beat 
15th-seeded Francesca Schiavone 
of aly for a 7-6 (5), 64 victory. 

Hingis blunted ‘Stosur’s strong 
ground strokes with an often-stun- 
ning blend of perfectly placed base- 
line shots, crisp volleys and soft 
drops that had the Australian dash- 
ingtothenet fora pickup only tosee 

the next shot lobbing over her head. 

“I stared off very well, I knew 
that Ihad to be right there from the 
start—we both probably were very 
nervous,” said Hingis, “I knew T 
couldn't give her any momentum.” 

Fifth-seeded Nikolay Davydenko 
rallied from two sets and a break 
down to reach the men's quarterfi- 
nals and snap Dominik Hrbary’'s run 


SEATTLE-WITH THEIR MVP 
back in business, a fierce defense 
and all the comforts of playing at 
home, the Seattle Seahawks had 
everything they needed to get to 
their first Super Bowl. 

And they did, easily. 

Shaun Alexander came back 
from last week's concussion to rush 
{fora team playoff-record 132 yards 
and two touchdowns Sunday, and 
Seattle pressured Carolina stars 
Jake Delhomme and Steve Smith 
into oblivion in a 34-14 rout for the 
NFC championship. 

‘The Seahawks picked off three 


HINGIS: Still savvy ures 
of five-set wins with a 4-6, 46, 6-4, 
62,6-3 victory. 

No. 21 Nicolas Kiefer had a 7-6 
(4), 63, 6-3 win over Juan Ignacio 
Chela and next plays Sebastien 
Grosjean, a 7-5, 6-2, 6-2 winner 
over Paul-Henri Mathieu. 

WIA Championship winner 
Amelie Mauresmo cruised into the 
quarterfinals, committing only two 
unforced errors in a 6-1, 6-1 victory 
over 16-year-old Nicole Vaidisova. 

Mauresmo next plays Patty 
Schnyder, who beat 2004 French 
Open champion Anastasia Myskina 
6-2, 6-1 in 55 minutes. 


Seattle in Super Bowl 


passes in winning their 12th 
straight home game and shatter- 
ing the fifth-seeded Panthers 
stunning postseason road run. 
“We have an unbelievable team, 
an unbelievable group of fans,” 
Alexander said, “I get knocked out 
‘and guys step up. One guy goes 
down and another guy steps up.” 
The NFC's best team during 
the season, the Seahawks (15-3) 
will face yet another wild card, 
the Pittsburgh Steelers, in the Su- 
per Bowl in Detroit on Feb. 5. 
Pittsburgh beat Denver 34-17 
cartier in the day. AP 
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ica aaa Backstreet Boys had local 
N LL THAT SCREECHING ANS shrieking, screaming 


could have crashed the Big E 
Dome’s ceiling. and singing along for a full 
‘Some 10,000 people spent an hour and a 
half withstanding the high-decibel screamsof NOUT and a half 
fans who watched the Backstreet Boys (BSB) 
in concert Friday night at the Araneta Col- 
isuem. 
BSB, recognized as the biggest-selling From the World of JUMANJI 
and most popular boy band” in history, | THE ADVENTURE BEGINS TOMORROW 
was obviously loved and admired ARE ADMITTED 
by a predominantly female fan > Filinvest 
base, who were adoles- ý 2) po 
cents when BSB hit inter- 
REVIEW national fame 10 years 
ago. 
The non-stop shrieks ra (Eastwad City Walk 2, Eastwand City 
that echoed throughout D F e a 
the gig was understandable; it was only the KE F ons) unoenwoRto EvawwTION 
second time Filipino fans caught sight of x £ umoerwomo flo ‘UNDERWORLO-2 
the American dance-pop singing quintet in ran 
the flesh—never mind if Nick Carter 29 xe KONG 
looked 30 pounds overweight. y conomcies oF ana ý 
Struggling to keep in synch with the NE Enana f 3a ue canomctes oF NARNIA 
group’s snappy choreography, Carter was Seu: 
easily ee applauded, oe as the rest à ey 3 wana Vs 
elicited their own share of audience idola- mM} mY EOT 
try. AJ McLean, who earned the group’s = Pe naain 
sympathy a few years ago for going on vol- = r bensa 
untary drug rehab, was now the most ath- 4 S ae LITTLE MANHATTAN 
etic, running and flexing his toned limbs \ fay | ECTE] 
all over the stage while ably fulfilling his 


solo vocal parts. 5 > aurere | DON'T OWE UPONUS 
‘The others were no less engaging. Howie 


Dorough cut the most dashing figure every / T H be 2 JARHEAD 
time he took center stage. Brian Littrell, ? A 5 JANED 

who handled most of the singing parts with s k : am fe AKOLEGAL WE 
high notes, exuded confidence even if he ea 

was the shortest guy in the group. Kevin J Cinema 2000 Waltermart 

ichardson, the tallest, stood out while s Taia it 

Richardson, fe aia gaod hile Blue Wave ‘ala tel (049) 545.1383 
e E ition] ie sour 
Wild, ecstatic arr Waly gug | Jose ommoMcLES OF wanwa 

All these moments were marked with Ey PR-13 cinema 2000Waterart aa | sere cmoces onan |* Famas BTOME 

screams that bordered on the wild and ec- (Eins ‘Glamnt Coie: Cintas face, 125 snan | Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
: widandes’ == st ct nema ilion 

static, even as BSB came our trotting in at yoi tena keman Pa del Piar Maki | 3 ona  ponToweuPonus (Gian) tel. (049) 4111146 

tire so down and dirty casual like street T816 4214/8164216 piei biasana, A 

bums and muggers. OK, good-looking s nouse mares? eam, samy STOE 

street bums and charming muggers. p E ra 

Boy band mania has long disintegrated i et E | SUPER CINERAMA Bon Toive e onus 
in the United States, so why do the Boys re- } m | Bem eran Comp Recta 
main such darlings to the local crowd? tel 7334228 
What's so outstanding anyway with BSB 
songs that reek of saccharine mush? 

The only logical explanation is that most 
of these songs, expertly crafted by studio 
songwriters and producers with an ear for 
teen appeal, hit the mark with aslice of the} n : Reo 
generation that came of age at the height of a Mandaluyong ‘inema letrotown 
grunge and hard rock in the 1990s. . st “rma. iain te 583 3851 /533.356 Tara) 1e (04) 982.1728, 

Isit right to surmise thar those who grew SLATTED |) tue conowevesornanwn |? oont GVE UB ONUS 
up worshipping BSB preferred the simple p Mcrae uronus | 3c" SORRY AES 

4 : om eh 
Joys elicited by “A Long As You Love Me manddoyng wi metsa | 3 suanenamuennou |" ae 
‘and “Quit Playing Games (With My 
Heart)"—as opposed to the complicated 3 sowreweuronus (A hcl Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
in, 3 i) 4) 79532 
emotions in, say, Nirvana's “Smells Like ; 3 amaga oe name r eS 
ae H 


Teen Spirit”? LUE MOON 
Or is it just a terrible case of missing out 5 uwewono? | TE os A [5 oowrawveuranus 
on the action, since the Backstreet Boys Pam waama Ya 2000 Waltermart 
first visited the Philippines then as virtual metropolis EE repa (Gapan) 
unknowns, only to capture legions of fans star ciné Soa coacar Onde 
first in Canada and Europe, before America i mers 1 aye moon 
followed suit? ALESSANDRA DE ROSSI puana makii a ATEA Shae ATE AL 
However which way we look, the adula- ope cnt ts Hagens Avenue 

tion was so infectious that it got us to sing anata | oq iy ere eee) Vianas Cinema 
along to tunes we used to consider too + Twecumomoues oF wana papuana 
Jame to be part of our lives. sowreneuronus | > "exoncisit or em ROSE xuron 
swt 

Jade Cinema Lianas Cinema 

ropes cyte oàs 98 50 aan teresa 


woenwonun2 
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y WINNING DIRECTOR on, BEAUTY” ae ret 


Eg ‘THEFOG ‘(angeles City) tel (045) 887.0121 BLUE MOON 
Welcome.to the suck. 1 oowTeweuponus | $ por Thean 
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muemoon feo INHER SHOES Fiesta World Mall 


å RUMOR HAST ‘RUMOR MAS it 


unoeRwoRLD-2 JARHEAD 


UITTLEMANHATAN 


Movie Theatres of the New Milenium 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


LOVETEAM X g di fi : I 
fei Intermediate step for Cinemalay. 
sweethearts 
Nyoy Volante ; 
eet amaso LAST YEAR, THE FIRST CINE- ‘This is additional work for the night. Her show 
a pre-Valentine Malaya alternative filmfest’s full- screening committee, but the objec Half features ad 
show titled “El length digital category's script tive of raising the 2006 festival's that combines Ri 
Niño-La Niña” j 5 competition had only threesteps: level of achievement makes it 4 soul music, Cate 
‘onFeb.3and4, i submitted storylines were worthwhile. A gen on Jan. 19 aj 
9 pim.atthe i trimmed down to 30 semi-final- The festival organizers feel 4089. 
‘Music Pii ists, which were expanded to full strongly about this, because the first i 2 aidia 
Thair parita screenplays, which were further Cinemalaya filmfest seta highstan- i ‘Halina’t Mag: 
ae Ge one trimmed down to 10 winners, dard that this year’s follow-up edi- ALPHA Music ha 
worth watching! which were each given a produc- tion should strive mightily to at urge them to give their second Na't Magsaya Ka 
Warne tion grant of P500,000. least match. drafts everything they've got. Cleo," a child-fricy 
ove.” ‘This year, an intermediate step OF the nine Cinemalaya movies All best to Nick Joseph Olan- taining the origit 
esos 3 . has been added. Instead of naming that made it to the screen last year, ka ("Ang Huling Araw ng Ling- of pre-schools} 

Aes the 10 winners right off, the mem- analysts generally believe that five go"), Dado Lumibao (‘Ang Cleo. 

bers of the festivas selection com- were exceptional ` productions. Ngipin ni Doreen"), Adolf Alix, _ She has comp 


OPENS FE Bil 1 mittee have thought it best to frst That's a high batting average for Jr. ("Donsol"), Ron Bryant ful songs, inch 


choose 15, the writers of which festivals for new filmmakers. (Isang Ikot ng Mundo”), Cenon Na,” “Tayo'y 

have been given notes on how to One of the entries, “Ang Pag- Palomares ("Kusina"), Chie Flo- "Bola Koy. li 

MTVe.com & SPIKE Game Awards Mopao maimo ces ame es Renee Magkaibigan”, 
plays. evenwonawardsabroad,andisthe Khavn dela Cruz ("Larom- Manggagawa.” 


[AAN IN N ER =~~ The revised sips wil be sub fit Biipino movie to compete in bata”), Arah Jell Badayos C'i- bonus, the albul 
mitted onJan.31,andtheselection the prestigious Sundance filmfestin ma, Ang Kakaibang Triangulo”), nus-one versions 
Ceen N Vixen OF THE YEAR” GAZ | ofthe ñnal 10wlibeannouncedby the United Sats Jose Abelardo Tam (Manila _ Teacher Cler 
semani Feb. 15. In addition, some of the new Off") Domingo Lazam, III Valera, a profes 
a 7 Why the additional step? The filmmakers showcased in last year’s ("Mga Anino sa Apuhap”), Vie garten teacher al 
members of the screening commit- Cinemalaya festival have been giv- Aceddilo, Jr. ("Sa Paang Palay”); Normal Universit 
tee felt that quite a number of the en follow-up projects that have giv- Florida Bautista (‘Si Pisot’), 
34 semifinalist scripts thisyearhad en their careers an additional boost. Cesar Hernando (“Taglagas at 
{good potential, but it wasntall that Since itisnteasy for anew talent Tagsibol sa Panahon ng Sumpa”), 
Strongly developed in the fistdraft togettomakeafulllength moviein Michael Sandejas (“Tulad ng imated features, 
screenplays. these parts, the entry point provid- Dati"), and Paolo Dy ("White are currently in j 
The two-week rewriting period, ed by Cinemalaya is an important Linen”) tention for the fi 
in consultation with members of factor in energizing our cinematic tion Oscar. Even 
the screening committee, is meant talent pool, and getting the flm in- Radhaat Mugen ner is chosen, hl 
to enhance that development, so dustry out of the deep rut its in. SOULsinger Radha packs Mugen bumper crop of § 
that the 10 winners shall more So, we congratulate the 2006 Bar (Metrowalk Complex, Orti- serving notice tF 
clearly manifest themselves. Cinemalaya’s 15 semifinalists, and gas Center) every Thursday aneven better ye 


Now Comes Tut Desoutst 
‘Action Vianor THEM. 


NOW SHOWING ee 
THE FIRST BIG MOVIE FOR 2006 Pi tetai 


her star clients and I do, you! 
yond the beauty treatment: 
genuine friendship that we a | 
non-show biz clients and sta! 
That's why I want to give my 
through this column. It's the 
for her friendship which is lil 
Vieki's birthday (Jan. 25) 

Christmas Day, It Figures! Bec 
is over, this woman keeps giv 
about the material gifts bur s 
é OS g extra mile for you .. she's nev 

7 f h she listens with her heart .:. s| 
STAROE mw 5 j 3 bearable ... she gives you her 1 


MTS! > R-13 Belo 


$ f 4 „| Myangel 

MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ T wl never forget the ine 
stan oF ‘SWAT: R Respet Evi’ | i i anh beire e B. 

my mom passed away. I get 

goose bumps every time 1 

remember how my mom 

made her presence felt dur- 

f ing our entire stay in that 
Basen ON THE Popular MAJESCO Vino place. No doubt it was my 


Citas mom's way of telling me 
A or X-Box, Game Cuse & PS2 f that she had handpicked 


Vicki to be my wingless an- 
gel now that she's up there 
N 4 E ‘with the other angels, 
Stars’ tales $ 
k N AR 


Here are some more 
wonderful anecdotes about 
that “Belo” touch 
Albert Martinez: "Dur- Y 
ing the shooting of ‘Captain 
Barbell 1 accidentally ingested 
US that time but when she h 
her staff to see if I had the he 
thing. Iwas so touched!” 
Tin-Tin Bersola-Babao: 
makes it a point to be there 1 
tuned to me no matter how b| 
her concer. 1 feel so bless t 
cause 1 know for sure that ‘i 
during the baptism, then w 
Phoemela Baranda: V ici 
the morning before she conn 
Pilipinas" she's so bubbly. 1 «1: 
makeup she'sa really beat 
a Pia Guanio: “Vicki surprise 
| Si, . casion. Ka-aliw, she always ~ 
Tie says she loves my legs. I shout 
Mark Herras: "I thought | 
‘Starstruck. But I felt even huc 
looks out for me likea son 
If there's anybody who br 
childhood bosom friend Liand 
is compassionate toward 1 
erybody to be happy. Whe 
appointment for that friend 
care of everything.” 
RARE AND EA “ARH Z ‘That's just a handful ot the 
a could go on and on but this 
cient. Actually Vicki “hans” H 
birthday. I know she will ior 
on her, You know what iò | 


Robinsons Movieworld [Reena 


world? That's exactly how 11| 
GALLERIA ter” so I couldn't help wnung 
IFonly the Belo clinic voi 
starting bled world needs more wun 
Me Mucho?” She's a born <r 
FEBRUARY 01 good mood when He create 
herheart! 

Happy, happy birthdas, “51 
changing my world forthe 

Subject for MTRCB Rating me. Teamo, Belo! 


Personal 
Happy Fiesta to the resale 
celebrating Kasaysayang lan 
SCREENING SCHEDULES, dance festival, Kudos t the: 
CINEMA ACCESS: Tanjuatco, and his charm 


qa OPENS TOMORROW! ' è “buhay na buhay!" 
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released “Hali- 
jama si Teacher 
ily album con- 
al compositions 


some of which 
jreliminary con- 

year’s anima- 
before the win- 
[wever a fresh 
006 releases is 
at this could be 
ir for animation 
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Get a load of these delightful 


Comedian and TV host Arell Ignacio ad- 
mits he has done incredible things in the name 
of love. He once followed a runaway lover all 
the way to Olongapo City, where they had to 
sell barbecue for a living. 


treats: 

In “Cars,” Lightning McQueen 
(voiced by Owen Wilson), a hot- 
shot rookie race car, discovers 
that life is about the journey, not 
the finish line. 

“ke Age 2: The Meltdown” 
finds Diego (the saber-toothed 
tiger), Manny (the woolly mam- 
moth) and Sid (the sloth) when 
the ice starts to melt and threat- 
ens to destroy their valley. To- 
gether, they warn everyone about 
the situation and face the conse- 
quences of post-ice age global 
warming. 

“Bambi and the Great Prince.” 
‘The untold chapter from Bambi’s 
childhood and the father he hard- 
ly knows, the Great Prince of the 
Forest. 

“The Wild.” This computer-an- 
imated feature follows a teenage 
lion from the New York Zoo who 
gets accidentally shipped off to 
Africa, and freed. 

His friends at the zoo (an older 
lion, a giraffe, an anaconda and a 
squirrel) must unite to bring him 
back. 

And, in “Garfield 2,” the fat cat 
returns with Bill Murray's voice, 
while Breckin Meyer plays his 
owner Jon in the partially ani- 
‘mated production. 
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Purchase tickets online. No need to claim tickets 45 minutes ahead of time. 
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Gov't posted P146.5-B budget deficit in’05 


As Treasury made up for BIR, Customs shortfalls 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S BUDGET 
deficit stood at only P146.5 billion in 2005, better 
than most forecasts and much lower than the official 
ceiling of P180 billion set for the year, on account of 
higher revenues and tighter spending. 


The deficit figure for 2005 re- 
flected a 21.7-percent improve- 
ment from the P187.1 billion in 
2004. 

The Department of Finance 
said that with the improving fis- 


cal situation, the government was 
hopeful that the Philippines 
would finally be granted credit- 
rating upgrade by international 
ratings firms. 

“We are hoping that this de- 


velopment would translate to 
more favorable ratings, the way 
it has already resulted in posi- 
tive response by the market (as 
reflected by tightening of 
spreads on Philippine bonds),” 
Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves said in a briefing on the 
Philippines’ 2005 fiscal perfor- 
mance yesterday. 

Documents from the DOF 
showed that last year’s deficit re- 
sulted from the P795.7 billion in 
revenues generated by major col- 
lection agencies and P942.2 bil- 
lion in expenditures. 


The actual revenue figure was 
higher than the target of P783.2 
billion. The government was able 
to surpass its revenue-collection 
goal despite the failure of the bu- 
reaus of internal revenue and of 
customs to meet their respective 
targets because of higher-than- 
programmed contribution by the 
Bureau of the Treasury. 

‘The Treasury, tasked with col- 
lecting dividends for the national 
government from state-owned 
companies, contributed P70.6 
billion in revenues. This was al- 
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THE BUREAU OF THE TREASURY 
yesterday rejected all bids for the 91- 
and 364-day bills, making a statement 
that the market cannot pressure the 
government to bear higher interest 
rates with its healthy cash position. 
Had the Treasury accepted the bids 
for the 91-day bills, the rate could 
hhave jumped 22.4 basis points to 
5.087 percent. With the rejection of 
bids, the rate for the three-month 
government securities remained at 
the previous week's 4.863 percent. 
‘The yield of the 364-day bills could 
have risen by 10.6 basis points to 
7.395 percent had the Treasury ac- 
cepted the bids. The rate for the one- 
year bill was kept at 7.289 percent. 


‘The Treasury, however, decided to 
partly accept bids for the 182-day pa- 
per. The partial rejection prevented 
an increase in the yield while allow- 
ing the government to raise P750 mil- 
lion from the auction. 

The new rate for the six-month se- 
curities stood at 6.316 percent, or 0.2 
basis point higher than the previous 
week's 6.314 percent. 

“Tenders for the three tenors reached 
P8.98 percent, still higher than the gov- 
emment’s debt offering of only P3.5 
billion. The amount of bids yesterday 
were, however, much lower than those 
raised in previous auctions where the 
government's debt offering was over- 
subscribed by more than three times. 


National Treasurer Omar Cruz said 
the Treasury's auction committee de- 
cided to reject bids, fully forthe 91-and 
364-day bills and partly forthe 182-day 
paper, not only because they would in- 
crease the government's borrowing 
cost but also because the interest rates 
sought by banks were higher than the 
rates in the secondary market. 

“Besides, we (government) don't 
need the cash. We are in a position to 
take our time,” Cruz said in a briefing 
after the auction. 

Cruz noted that the government 
just recently raised $2.2 billion by 
floating dollar- and euro-denominat- 
ed bonds in the international market. 

ichelle V Remo 
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STOCK MARKET 


Stocks extend losses 


SHARE prices closed 0.41 PER- 
‘cent lower yesterday, extending 
tosses for a fourth session on 
concems over a spike in oll 
prices and a sell-off in market 
leader PLOT, dealers said. 
‘They said heavy losses on 
Wall Street Friday as oil prices 
rose sharply hit sentiment and »w: 
helped push all the regional tae = ee 
markets down yesterday. EPEE 
Teamen: ore ee 
8.74 points to 2,099.51, off a low of 2,086.80 and a high of 2,108.25. 
Volume was 6.8 billion shares worth P919.9 million. 
The broader all-shares index fell 14.55 points to 980.99. 
Gains and losers were matched at 36 each, with 59 stocks unchanged. 
“Portfolio managers prefer to be on safer ground at the moment,” 
said James Lago of Westiink Global Equities. 
“Oil prices are on the rise again and the recent meltdown on the Tokyo 
stock exchange had spilled over to other major bourses as well” AFP 
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@ TOYOTA 


‘so aval of hassie-ree leasing packages trom TS. 


We're letting you start the year right 
by giving you the best deals from Toyota Motor 
Philippines, the country’s No. 1 in Passenger 
Cars, Commercial Vehicles and Overall Sales.* 
Enjoy these offerings for both the Altis and 
the Innova: 


LOW DOWNPAYMENT OF 


P 100,000. 


Avail of this great New Year deal for a brand 
new Altis or Innova through Toyota Financial 
Services (TFS). 


GET A TOYOTA VALUE CERTIFICATE 
WORTH UP TO 


Toyota Value Certificates (TVCs) can be used 
for Toyota Genuine Accessories, Chattel 
Mortgage, LTO Registration, Insurance 


or TFS Financial Package. 
++ P3500 worth of TVCs forthe Altis, #30000 worth of TVCs for the Innova 


INNOVA 


A Beautiful [R] evolution 


COROLLA 


ALTIS 


Special TFS Financing Package 
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All these wonderful deals, as our way of saying 
THANK YOU to you, our dear consumers, for making 


Toyota Motor Philippines, the country's No.1. 
‘Promo nuns unit January 31, 2006 

Por DT-NOR Permit No. 0265 Senes of 2008: 
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+ TIME LAPSE MACHINE 
* MEDIA DESTROYER 

* MONEY COUNTER 

* CHECK WRITER 

+ FAX MACHINES 
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E Yg] How to be a better investor I 


IN JULY 2004, 1 WROTE A SERIES OF THREE 
articles designed to help you become a better 
investor and I feel that it is time to revise and 
upgrade them. 

Previously, called them The 10 Command- 
ments, but nobody could find them on the In- 
ternet because some guy called Moses beat 
me to it. Apparently, he climbed Mount 
Cyanide and brought down two tablets in He- 


ai 
a 


rabies 
Esa 
SOB alk 
83288888: 


Be Bena 


888 


Èi 


ESSEN Bi 
3 


Mr. BEARBULL 


8 


a a BE 
3 


E- 


ES 


2 


‘ok Bia Wedge Ço, inc, 
, EETA 
Ron Nathan ee 


Santas: 
intact 
noe ae: 

B 


Your career might only be 
a dick of the mouse away. 


brew, which instructed people how to live. 

1 took a cable car up Mount Mayon and 
brought down two capsules in Mayonnaise, 
which tell people how to invest. Excuse this 
frivolous introduction but Pacquiao won and 
my Morale's high. 

‘Before I begin, I would like you to look at the 
chart in the center, covering much of 2005/6. 

You will see that there are a number of cycles, 


plement each other. 

Deriving corresponding signals by completely 
different methods give me additional confirma- 
tion and, so far, my record has been pretty good. 

‘The cycles apply also to individual stocks as 
well as the market. 

This led me to recommend TEL at P226, up al- 
most eightfold, GLOBE at P400, PCOR at P1.80, 
PXB at P1.20 in 2002 with a SELL target of P1.80 
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each comprising a 
high and a low. These 
are irregular, both in 
duration and ampli- 
tude. 

The BUY and SELL 
arrows inserted by the 
computer are a prod- 
uct of a momentum 
indicator, similar to 
the degree of risk. 
These are several mo- 
mentum indicators 
and far more lag indi- 
cators, but after one 
year of intense experi- 
ment, I adapted a US 
version to the Philip- 
pine market. 

Computers do not 
cheat, so it is clear 
that ‘the indicator 
works very well and 
forms the basis of my 
newsletter. 

Lag indicators, such 
as the 50-day moving 
average crossing the 
200-day moving aver- 
age, tell you what you 
should have done 
about five weeks ago. 

Personally, 1 do not 
find this very helpful 
so I use an adapted 
momentum indicator 
and Point and Figure 
chars. These work in- 
dependently and con- 
fer different informa- 
tion, which often com- 


(the exact top), and PXB again, a few months ago 
at P1.20. PAX at P3.10, adjusted for the rights is- 
sue, was inspirational, not chart oriented. 

T also recommend ALI, AC and MEG at 
much lower levels and in every case, I gave 
fundamental reasons to support my recom- 
mendations. Technical analysis plus funda- 
mental analysis equals success. 

All this by way of introduction, so I will now 
proceed to the first and most important rule. 

1. NEVER TRADE AGAINST THE TREND 

This rule, together with my logo, appears 
in all my Inquirer articles and my daily 
newsletters. It should be self-explanatory be- 
cause if most foreign brokers are selling the 
market or individual stocks aggressively, you 
will need to have more financial resources 
than they have combined. 

‘As thisis extremely unlikely, do not attempt 
to challenge them. Wait until the downward 
momentum of the market subsides and there 
are large cross sales in leaders before you 
jump in. Large cross sales represent internal 
repositioning and often signals the end of the 
selling. It is pointless swimming against the 
current; far better to swim with thecurrent.  QGORRRE usine ie. 

How do you know when you have reached Loren Shipping oo. 
the top or the bottom of the cycle? There is no 
infallible system, but there is an important 
difference between price and momentum. 

‘The latter does not always follow the price 
but measures the rate of price change. This 
means that if the price is rising or falling at a 
slower pace, it could be signaling that the cy- 
cle is nearing a turning point. 

‘A good chue is how the index closes, relative 
to its lowest point. Ifthe Phisix drops 20 points 
and recovers 5 points, this will not change the 
downward direction of the momentum. 

But if the index drops 20 points at 10:30 
am and closes down 5 points, then the mo- 
mentum indicator will tell the computer 
‘mathematically that the strong downward 
trend reversed sharply towards the close. Fol- 
lowers of candlesticks will recognize this as a 
hammer, a reliable reversal signal. 

It is quite possible that momentum will be BIBI 
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PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-£DC) invites interested contractor. 
egielered wah he Phiippine Contractors Accrediaion Board (PCAB) and classed 
Si Teast, as IAC Medium, Sub-Category A, General Engneenng or General Building 
and must have completed within the last ten (10) years at least one cortrac forthe 
Gl, structural, and mecharicalpiping works which is similar to the conract undar 
‘ldding amounting 10 at least 50% of he approved budget, 10 apply for elgbity and 
to be forthe project 
CIVIL, STRUCTURAL, AND MECHANICALIPIPING WORKS FOR THE 
CONVERSION OF TONGONAN REINJECTION TO PRODUCTION WELL 
(IRA), NG-90 PRODUCTION WELL HOOK-UP TO SS2, AND 
MAHANAGDONG A SSI DUMPLINE TO CONCRETE SILENCER 
€0C05-187-1 
‘The prospective contractor's experience in mechanicalpiping works shall involve 
Dong works installed in accordance 10 ANSVASME 31.1 andlor 831.3, such as 
Pear plant constuction, chemical plant piping instalation, rlinenyfpetrochemical 
Piping nstatation and other high-pressured piping instalation for gas, steamine. eic- 
Waler supply ines Insalled in accordance to AWWA or equivalent shall not be 
‘considered as similar work 
The Approved Budget is PhP 12,195,200.00 chargeable against PNOC-EDG tund. 
‘The contract duration is 150 calendar days 
‘Application forms for eligiiity and bid documents may be secured irom the PNOC- 
EDO Contracts Administration Group (clo Francis T. Tolbas local 5179) staring 
‘January 17,2008 upon payment ot a non-refundable iee ot Pesos: One Thousand 
Five Hundred (PhP 1,500.00) 
‘Site inspection is on January 26, 2006 at the Leyte Geothermal Production Field in 
Ormoc.Leyie For the purpose of clantyng certain issues, a pre-bid conference wil 
be held on February 2, 2006, 10:00 a.m. al the BAC Conierence Room, First Flor. 
Buking V. PNOC-EDC, Merit oad, Fort Bonitacio, Taguig. Metro Mana 
Sealed bids shal be received by the PNOC-EDC Contracts Adminstration Group. 
Fat Floor, Building V. PNOC-EDC, Merit Road, Fort Bonitacio, Taguig. Metro 
Manda not later than 2:00 pam. (Contracts Administration Group Ottice Wall 
{Glock Time) ol February 16, 2006 and shal be publcty pened immediately treater 
PNOC-EDC reserves ne right io reject any or all bids or parts theret, 10 waive any 
intormaity therein 1o accept such bids or 1o award any part ot ihe work to any bidder 
wise bid is considered most advantageous to PNOC-EDC 


Ro reeso Aei 


= 


z 
eases 


Se 
pesseest 


Sa CEaNe! 
Soe 

PEN 
38888: 


S 
BSAS 


Di 
Bi 


e 
Si 


Bene! 
88-85: 


bi: 


Enn 
Tiot 
= 


on 


SM Bane hangs ie. 
‘mas Holang ne 


g 
E 


——_ 
camer 
es 
ote 
meme 


nto ad Tech ing 
romans Eorp. 
orp. 


as 


H 


bagi 
TaS 
See 


Bees E8: 


gaoa 


SE 
bases 


a 
Pn 


Bez, 
E 


ae 


Aspe Tans 9s. Cop, 


i 


orali 


RE 


Suo Ga, 
< SE 
pem 


3 
ERSIFIED SERVICES 
exi 


mnn 
ki 


ai 
2i giske o 
Aaa 

— 


SBE: 


BSSR: 
838888 85888 8533858; 


Bee. 
i 
Be 


ra 


‘The Chairman 


Bias and Awards Commitee mi 


niho co 


(901 on 178 2. 08 


Be Ge 
33 Bos 


oe 
88: 


PLOT 0% Pret) 
Tis Pren 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


NOTICE TO THE DEPOSITORS OF THE CLOSED 
RURAL BANK OF ZAMBOANGUITA (NEGROS ORIENTAL), ING. 
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Pursuant to Monetary Board Resolution No. 12 dated January 5, 2006 
ordering the closure of the Rural Bank of Zamboanguita (Negros Oriental), 
Inc. (RBZI), the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation (PDIC) will start 
its operations for the servicing of claims for insured deposits in the closed 
RBZI on Wednesday, January 11, 2006. 


Depositors are requested to proceed directly to the premises of RBZI where 
they can file their claims with the PDIC representatives from January 11 to 
January 27, 2006, during office hours (8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.), Monday to 
Friday. 


‘After the said date, all depositors can file their claims personally at the PDIC 
Claims Counter, 6" Floor, SSS BLDG, Ayala Avenue comer V.A. Rufino St., 
Makati City from Monday to Friday, 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. or by mail to: 


The Manager 

Claims Processing Department 
Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation 
2228 Chino Roces Avenue 

1231 Makati City 


Depositors are advised to present the following requirements to the PDIC 
representatives when filing their cl 


a. Original evidence of deposit such as Savings Passbook, Certificate of 
Time Deposit, or Bank Statement including Unused Checks. 

b. Two (2) latest identification cards/documents (IDs) with depositors 
signature. 


Other documents may be required by the PDIC representatives in the course 
of their processing of claims filed. 


Pursuant to the provision of R.A. 3591, as amended by R.A. 9302, the 
prescriptive date (last day) for filing claims for insured deposits in the closed 
Rural Bank of Zamboanguita (Negros Oriental), Inc. is on January 7, 2008. 
‘After January 7, 2008, PDIC as insurer, shall no longer accept any claim for 
insured deposits maintained with the said closed bank. 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


KPO January 16,17 8242008) 


PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER 
East Avenue, Quezon City 


is now accepting applications for 
‘Academic Year 2006 
FELLOWSHIPS 
{_3¥ear Fellowship Training Program in Adult Cardiology" 
110% yous Rendery n ema Mescneaccrediedby PCP 
2 POP Dpomae 
“Lear Subspecialty Fellowship Training Program in Elecirophysiology, Cardiac 
Fenatitatin, Nominvasive Cardiology. invasive Cardiology, Peripheral Vascular 
and Criteal Care Careioiogy" 
an Compiled yeus Febonat ia Crop in PCP and POC accedie stu. 
yess 


Dengine tor submission of application is on February 27,2006 
Academie Year 2008 starts on Apri 1, 2005 
(CV Anesthesiology Division" 
C A yous esate n General Anestnesia accreted by PBA (Boar cigas), 
 Fhoracie and Carcovaseuar Surgery Division": 
1 yeas Resceney m Genera Spey accieoued y PCS (Bod oigbie) 
Fediaie Pulmonary Medicine™ 
7 PCP Opens 
Bescne for submission of applcation is on February 17, 2008 
Academie Year 2006 staris on Ap 1, 2008 
Va Peiavic Cardiology 
1 pears Aevoeney i Goneri Pedic accreted by PPS 
Z Basi passed wren exancaton ior Opiomate n Pesatis by e PPS 
Tou can suant your application as soon as possi 
Genera Requirements: 
L Mesea Dooma 
2 Taracpt a Records win Paa Gaver Weighted average 
3 RemaedBoaPaing 
A Thos canes oi econmendanen wh east one att wren by Pe Training Oilear 
Tor recie oi ne pevecs Teme Props oupcae ets or ptocopes sted 
(Seren Decors wa rot oe scraped) 
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‘ARISTIDES G. PANLILIO, M.D. 

‘apartment Manager il 

Otnice o! Eaveaton ang Research 
‘Phappine Heart Center 
East Avonue, Quezon City 

For tarther inguin, please contact Mx. Carmela M. Ocasion or Ms. Cleopatra Q, 
Palencia man Fa. ou in 3238, 3236A BT an Tae SANZA ot 
ou ean malt: ear phe goUpR 
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most double, or P34.1 billion better, than the 
target of only P36.6 billion. 

“The Treasury's overperformance was more 
than enough to cover for the shortfalls of the 
BIR and the BOC. 

The BIR collected only P534.5 billion, or 
P12.4 billion short of its target of P546.9 
billion. The BOC turned in only P141.7 bil- 
lion although it was tasked to collect P151.2 
billion. 

‘The BIR and BOC collection figures did not 
include their non-cash tax and duty collec- 
tions, which the two were lobbying to be 
added to their revenue performance. 

Mancina Peron 
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NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that PACIFIC SERVICES 
AND PACKAGING ENTERPRISES, INC , is 
Spplying for registration with the Board of 
{investments (BO!) as Manufacturer of Plastic 
Packaging Products on a Non-Pioneer Status with 
Capacity ol 5.390 MT par yaar with projeclpiant ste 
tocaled at AJMR Port Complex, Km. 20, Tibungco, 
Davao Cly. 


‘Any person with valid objections on the above- 
mentioned project may fiie his/her objection In 
‘wring, under oath, with he BOI wihin three (3) days 
Irom the date of this publication, 


(Sod.) RUDY B. CAÑA 
Director 
Projet Evaluation and Regssiraton Deparment 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 


BSP PDIC 
urged to 
split costs 
of UCPB 
debt deal 


‘THE STATE-OWNED 
Philippine Deposit 
Insurance Co. wants 
the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas to share 
in the costs of the 
P12-billion debt-to- 
equity conversion 
proposed by se- 
questered United 
Coconut Planters 
Bank. 

PDIC president Ri- 
cardo Tan said the 
deposit insurer was 
studying UCPB's re- 
quest to convert P12 
billion in outstand- 
ing cash advances in- 
to hybrid instru- 
ments that could 
qualify as tier 1 or 
core capital. 

The PDIC, Tan 
said, would be in a 
position to help, but 
the BSP could only 
give liquidity assis- 
tance subject to first 
lass collaterals and 
only to solvent insti- 
tutions. 

As such, Tan said 
the PDIC and BSP 
would still have to 
jointly study UCPB's 
request, while noting 
a lot of constraint on 
first class collateral 
required by the BSP 

“We can provide 
assistance and even 
rehabilitate a closed 
bank, but there's al- 
ways a cap to the as- 
sistance we can 
sive,” Tan said. 

UCPB said it could 
revert to profitabili- 
ty in three or four 
years if the PDIC 
would approve the 
conversion. 

The PDIC has 
P74.2 billion in out- 
standing debts to 
the BSR following 
large bail-out pro- 
grams for distressed 
banks. But PDIC said 
it had the ability to 
pay these debts. 

Doris C. Dumlao 


Mr. 
Bearbull 


From page B2 


you know that you 
should jump in on the 
first sign of strength. 

From experience, 
this usually means in 
the first hour of trad- 
ing. Frequently, the 
market opens ner- 
vously next morning 
and slowly starts to 
recover its loss. That 
is the time to get into 
the market because 
the trend is about to 
reverse to the upside. 
‘The trend is changing 
for the better and you 
want to be investing 
with the upturn 

‘The momentum in- 
dicator works even 
bener a$ you ap- 
proach a top and my 
indicator is always 
one day ahead of the 
tum, This is because 
investors are reluctant 
to sell at the top, be- 
lieving that it is only 
consolidating, so you 
have more time to get 
‘out of the market. 

‘As you can see, the 
computer arrows are 
dose to the top and 
bottoms but slightly 
behind. That is be- 
cause 1 have used a 
stochastic instead of 
my risk indicator, 
about which I will give 
no information, other 
than to say that it is 
more accurate, 1 will 
not answer any ques- 
tions until the series is 
completed. (To be con- 
tinued). mrbear- 
bull @ hotmail.com 


24, 2006 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE PRE-NEED INDUSTRY, 
still spooked by the financial woes of College 
Assurance Plan and Pacific Plans, is slowly ris- 
ing out ofa sales downturn, according to gov- 
ernment data. 

Latest figures from the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission showed that pre-need 
sales continued to contract by 35.7 percent in 
November from a year ago. 

But the decline was much slower than the 
82.16 percent year-on-year drop in October. 

Sales in the pre-need industry is measured 
in terms of collections made on plans sold, al- 
so known as Initial Collections Brought In. 

January to November 2005 figures showed 
an improving trend compared to its perfor- 
mance in the first 10 months of the year, even as 
total sales still recorded a 54.72-percent drop 
against the first 11 months of the previous year. 

‘This was slower than the 56.12 percent de- 
cline seen from January to October 2005. 

Prudentialife and Philam continue to lead, 
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although both recorded major declines in 
their sales figures. 

In November 2005, the output of top player 
Prudentialife decreased by 77 percent from a 
year ago while its year-to-date figures also 
contracted by 65 percent versus sales posted 


Pre-need firms emerge from sales downturn of past year 


for the first ten months of the previous year. 

‘The second biggest pre-need firm, Philam 
Plans, likewise registered a sales drop of 63 
percent in November and a 59-percent retreat 
in year-to-date sales compared to a year ago. 

Also, the pre-need unit of Sun Life Finan- 
cial improved its overall industry ranking 
from fifth to third during the period. 


iB: 


In November 2005, Sun Life was the indus- 
try's top performer in terms of sales, growing 
by 603 percent versus the same period in 
2004 despite the continuing drop in the total 
sales of the entire industry. 

In terms of year-to-date figures, Sun Life like- 
wise posted a major leap of 46.5 percent from 
the first eleven months of the previous year. 
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ARMSTRONG = il call: 734-8858 + 736-6753 + 735-4892 


a Tot Clana 9, Dola Rona Ceo, Dola Rosa St, Malat 
METROSOFT, INC. ba tatsre enc ses mas) conse enna 1 
mo RIO Fax Nos B8221 Comat magmas. 


Earn 8, 0% TAX-FREE interest! 


pen a 5-year 
PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! 


e Affordable at PhP50,000. 
e Guaranteed fixed rate for 5 years. 
e Monthly payout of interest earnings. 


‘voted rate ison per annum basis and subject to change without prior notice. 


358 G. ARANETA AVE., SANTOL, QUEZON CITY| 
FELS 7196211 TO 13» 7135161 FAX 7135182 


TOOKINGOREFFECIVE HAIR REGROWTH PRODUCT? 


Use AVACOR the No.1 hair re-grow product in the USA 
Why spend so much on treatment 
centers, when you can re-grow your 
hair at the convenience of your home.| | 


Fm Derrike 
format 


Daytona 500 4 


{4 


a healthy head 
of hair wits 
AVACOR 

Try it RISK- FRE, 
we guarentee your 
‘staction 


Festival Mall and soon to open at 
ra Mall Rustan's Dept. Stores. 


© AVACOR hoine :0922-8-AVACOR, 10-0844 


VISIT US AT; www.avacor.com 


PSBank branch, 


Men PSBANK PRIME <yout mame» «your landline no.» «your email address> then send 
to 2327 for Globe or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users, 
LAD a se tonne Spt Ince point inaran ech deposte PS 


HP recommends Windows® XP Professional. 
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OF ALL ITS FEATURES, 
THE MOST IMPRESSIVE 
ONE MAY BE ITS PRICE TAG. 
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The lowest ever. Move I 


į for as low as P15,980.00 per month 
And get FREE ref, aircon and bed. 


Regan, comfortable and convenient ving, 


Studio and One bedroom unts, each with own bathtub. 


Amenies: Swing pol Spa Gym CCTV, 


Parking for quests. Near schools, mals, transport. 


ELLAGIO : 


{T-STOREY RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL CONDO 
2011 Leon Garo Svea. Malale. Mania foo 8 
Come to appreciate. By 

an5220278, 5245312 „5 

0915-5727152 
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A Prime Investment Opportunity 


SALE OF A WATER FRANCHISING COMPANY 


s P56,000,000 
a8 Negotiable 


= See 


A FULLY OPERATIONAL COMPANY Involved In the production and franchising 
toring stations wtlzing the skalneTonized water process. The Company 
‘an entsng. franchise network consisting of 46 Metro Manila and provincial 
pany hes the capatily to ‘continuously upgrade Ns 

{tchnology and «Technical Consulting Agreement withthe current owners can be 


franchisess. 


negotiated. The Company is compl 


‘The estiated return on investments 25% per annum. 
PROCEDURE FOR INTERESTED BUYERS: 


1 Toobin he INFORMATION AND, 
PRE QUALIFICATION FORM. hay 
Sremasio THE PRESENT ol 
Bi CATAL CORPORATION the 


Dil Capital Corporation 
D gaam aumen, ea rt Wt Maas oey, 
Emani auceorvisyascom 


send ya coe 


5% down! 


2 Piooso accompten te INFORMATION 
EO PRE GUALPICATION FORM or 
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(00730 eiea4ta ieee Fax No. 8103204 
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| HPCOMPAQ, 
1nx6120 NOTEBOOK PC 


na Pet? M Processor 740 
(2MB Cache, 1.7361. S33 FSB) 
Genine Widows" XP Pescara 
256 MB RAM 

4068 M00 

24K DA / CORN Conbo dive 
inated Modom / LAN 

ess LAN 802.116 

1S NGA (1024 x 768 respon and 
10m coos) 


CEET F] 


Needless to say, the HP Compaq nx6120 Notebook PC powered by the Intel® 
Pentium® M Processor has many other big benefis to speak of. Like o generous 15° 
display perfect for mobile presentations. Or o flexible óin-1 media cord reader 
thot lets you transfer dota in a flosh. Plus an optional integrated Bluelooth™ 
module that simplifies linkups to all your peripherals. Finally, being the rood 
warrior you are, it delivers the best protection, from HP Drivelock Technology 
that prevents data theft — even if your hard drive is removed ~ 1o a spillresistont 
keyboard shielded by a thin Mylar film. So which feature do you like the best? 


Guat 
pad 


Enhance after sales support for the HP Compaq 
nx6120 Notebook PC through HP Care Pack: 
SMART ADVICE 

SMART TECHNOLOGY 

SMAKI SUPPORT 


biely debt-free 


1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 


is ere 

Ger ATRIUM BLOG, MAKATI AVENUE, 

n A EINA AVBE tec SST 
ANTHONY'S BLDG. AURORA BLVD. QUEZON CTY, o, 


Sana E 
ALABANG, munTiniuPA ery 
es 


PROFESSIONAL 
‘SERVICES 


wa, cooo, BE, ener 


1.4M C5 Nr The Fort 
fitime, or aNs. No imt. or 
fe DP. LIPAT AGAD 248R 
‘min Fr Mel 0007:8169049 


MAKATI CONDO 
ENT SALE: MANY CHOICES 
EADY FOR OCCUPANCY 

13-0887 / 887-5318 
wara.condo.com.ph 
The Condo Specialist 


RAPID Tx VD-STD. 

‘Ex SWEAT PIMPLES KELOD 

"ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
"15 Annapolis Greenils 
‘cal 7276124- 25 9am-7pm 


VOSTO CLINIC COMP LAB 


T 8175071 Marines Bldg 
2178 P.Tamo iai Cy 


GARMA CLINIC 
WD'SPECIALIST 


GONORRHEA, WARTS 
Srous, sro. epes 


BAY GARDENS ronas bv 
MABAS nr. SM Mat ot Asia 
09209602940 


ETETE 
3 1/2 TB SFie 2PKG Upgraded 
Fuy Fum "0817-4885134 


CETELE 
3 1/2 T8 GFir 2PKG Upgraded 
Foly Fum 0917-4065134 


Malayan Plaza Col 694-1212 


‘GLMORE CONDO cores 
BOLITAS, SKIN DISEASES. 
ALLERGIES, VAGINAL REPAIR | 
FECURAENTUM 
ALMORANAS, ERECTION 
PROBLEMS 
NFERTUTYIMPOTENCE 
MOLECYSTISCARREVOVAL 
KELODPAP SMEAR 
COMPLETE LABORATORY, 
Garma Bid. No. 8 Purtse St, 
Cubao, Q.C. 


URGENT SALE 
Prine property by Expat leaving. 
ABA Phan in Corijos, Ghis, 
255m w ping & rocideck PSN 
‘fachel@hetmllcom or Benzon 
(@ 05196485230 25775 


TESNOSt/4392706' 1m Lot Bec. His. Paue 
194 741/-4373898 ee Md 


LoT smsow ROOSEVELT 
AVE, QC. TSIT7S76973 


‘GRAND VILLAS Top Row 
wiew beck ATENEO LOTS 
hsa & lots avble 426-550 


eNTORSPLUS soie7s7 929-1632 0918-4212235 


Balsik Hermosa Bataan 
Ute MOm wa? Mago 
Tras A Hse Clean Ti Miss 

'0021.6722966* 54-857 


WA MAIDSIYAYA 4388920 
‘A Around tld Cook 0958702 


DOLE ACCREDITED AVAIL- 
ABLE YAYA MAD TEL 
"5821235 / 5820020 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


180 Lovan St. Ayala Alabang 
{BR ATB wipoo tur PAST seml 
oor osansaeiaon 8421080 1 
Tre 1935456 


Sumi Condo 1R Sala Kitchen 
CR Pstino Ta 5398538 
2BR CONDO - 20K/mo 
Near Ortigas 1 Q.. I Mardna 
Semi Furm. + 16-7180 


1773-8996+0918-7095816 
FrWORKING mans 219808 
WARSIFOR AGENCY 4173000 
NEED MAIDS 4320194 
Yaya, Cook Haid 257607 
m731-6833rLIPAT 


LIPAT BAHAY 8990215 
(PEICLOSE vans TELAT A5 


PIQOOITRIP 742-14-57 ODM & BOARD 


“FURNISH PASAY 0572065 


EE CO y 


15% Easy Car Loan s7as7s5 
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The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


VICTORIAS 


MILLING COMPANY, INC. 


NOTICE OF STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING 


TO ALL STOCKHOLDERS: 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to Section 1, Article Vill of the Amended 
yy-Laws, the Annual Stockholders’ Meeting of VICTORIAS MILLING COMPANY, INC. 
VMC") will be held on Tuesday, 07 February 2006 at 9 o'clock a.m. at The EXPORTBANK 

Conference Center, 24° Floor, Export Bank Plaza, Senator Gil Puyat Avenue cor. Chino 

Roces Avenue, Makati City. 


The AGENDA of the meeting will be as follows — 

Call to Order 
9. Certification of Notice to Stockholders and Presence of Quorum 

Approval of the Minutes of the Stockholders’ Meeting held on 01 April 
2005 
Presentation of the Annual Report 
Ratification of Acts and Proceedings of the Board of Directors and 
Corporate Officers 
Appointment of External Auditors 
Election of Members of the Board of Directors 
Other Matters 
‘Adjournment 


Minutes ofthe last Regular Stockholders’ Meeting and resolutions ofthe Board of Directors 
from 01 January 2005 wil be avaliable for examination during office hours at the VMG Makati Ot- 
fica located at 9126 Suitana comer Honradez Streets, Barangay Olympia, Makati Chy. 


Stockholders who will not, are unable to, or do not expect to attend the meeting in 
person may, at their option, designate their authorized representatives by means ofa PROXY 
which should be submitted to Ms. Denia D. Austria at the VMC Makati Office, located at9126 
Sultana comer Honradez Streets, Barangay Olympia, Makati City, to Atty. Eva A. Vicencio- 
Rodriguez at VICMICO Compound, Victorias City, Negros Occidental, or to Fidelity Stock 
Transfers, Inc. at Ground Floor, PHILEX Building, 27 Brixton comer Fairlane Streets, Pasig 
City, Metro Manila not later than 28 January 2006 at 5 o'clock p.m. 


Only Stockholders of Record as of 5 o'clock p.m. of 15 January 2006 shall be entitled to 
vote at this meeting. 


PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CORPORATION IS NOT SOLICITING PROXIES. 


For your convenience In registering your attendance, please present any form of 
identification, such as drivers license, passport, voters I.D., Social Security System Member 
Card or Tax Identification Number Card. Your duly designated proxy is required to present a 
‘copy of the duly executed proxy form. Registration will start at 7 o'clock a.m. and will close at 
exactly 8:30 a.m. 


Please be guided accordingly. 
(Sgd.) SANTIAGO T. GABIONZA, JR. 


Corporate Secretary 
(Portonsary 24,2008) 
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‘A NAME YOU CAN TRUST! 
MANA WATCH EXCHANGE 


BUY ° SELL + PAWN 
ROLEX+OTHERS 


‘OTHER SWSS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
HAAPPRAISALFAST CASH 
REPAIRPOUSH ANY WATCH 
"74804-0406 + 634-2886 


BUYING ROLEX 
‘SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE derangement ter 
"7269687 * 0917-8884040  SEAMAN, PLOT, OFW a BALIKBAYAN 
Cearanteed Lovet Price 
Zee Ween Cost and A -1 Conte’ 
Francina Avdatie z 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


Mek or Ayala PIT Lay 057887 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


1996 MBenz E230 PIM 
7-952-5700 + 852-5786 


‘ul Preooine 08159090070 


80T Lipat Agad 
'2299204/7880831 
09188899100 
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‘Jeeus P3.21 9487112 
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Pasg Grooya Seah 2p 
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Cheap Van saat 348411 
paoata siasrio / 4000682 


TOCO CARS SUV VANS Rentat 
‘Oly Wy Monthy Rentat 
il eoza-22 CEBU 2} 

Hsiao DAVAO (STS 


ABCSSSS.5 2285 
AUV=4 x 4°CRV 
Mta: aeaea + 300-47 
Ges: 4262278 + 428-4084 


Korse Mo BRI KO T-ssea5 


Pasg Gespot 56250 2009 
Paot to maana OTS 


#60 K2 Kamuning 
-95-00-0920-430282 


Tamas vre wa new Pisu OP 
9210255/9967-08178865491, 


Kamuning #21 Kath 
seroasernsr-on 76065631 


Loyola Hg Tuansa 2bLAtT7 
pang 58Na FONTS 


NR QC HALL 


PBThn 495-21867723-1860 


Sikatuna Vill QC 


Attpgrumoana St 4362186 
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1% Cor Lending 656-0140 
Und Teo Car Loan Corp. 


a Easy Car Lown 1250 
PAMELA omak TEL sanert7 1 Wout taking cor S31S677 


‘SLANG 640K 0910076017 1% wout isting ear 7262700 


x! (02) 269-1618 1249-1621 
E Gi one ssr9s310925. 0911125 
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Upgrade 2006 
held at UP 


‘THE UP OFFICE OF COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE 
(UP OCO), UP Alumni Association and UP Junior 
Philippine of Accountants (UP JPIA) is holding 
UPGRADE 2006: The 17* University Job Fair 
started yesterday, Jan. 23. 

There will be orientation seminar series 
throughout the week, imparted by distinct 
‘company representatives starting Monday to 
Friday, Jan. 23 to 27. There will also be a Job Hunt 
Basics Seminar series wherein students will be 
yasana ORUUSET STAGE CUS 


LON ALL 


LASSIFIED 


DERMA CLC & SECURITY 
"AGENCY "09208209413 


TOM POWER DOUBLE PEDAL USED 
asooo osts-ssrates 


(00 TRAIMER 0819-7219020 


Buyin X 
saing eke 
ast Caan Can S109. 


RENAE 2VRS 09189051557 


RW consan esr seson2 


"PROFESSIONAL A CREDIBLEY 
We BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 


SOMO coaer uee 


SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOW SN INTEREST 


WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
5646593 5597041 


Eesmaa O917-8473744 aana ae 


DONESTE HELPER ORESSUMRER 
emon TEXT OR CAL 


(i Br oera ACOE mas RERUN SBT. 


taught important job application guidelines. On 
Wednesday, Jan. 25, there will be a Power 
Dressing seminar wherein students will be 
familiarized and taught with the basics of 
corporate fashion by representatives of 
Sponsoring apparels. Fun games and cultural 
presentations will also be conducted throughout 
the week. 

All students, especially those who are 
graduating, are invited to this grand event. They 
are requested to bring several copies of resumes 
and visit us at the UP Bahay ng Alumni, UP 
Campus, Diliman, Quezon City from Jan. 23 to 27 
from 8-5pm. 


23-27 JANUARY 2006 
Ang Bahay ng Alumni, UP Campus 
Diliman, Quezon City 


More Classified Ads 
on Page B2 


T VW. Efren H. Bedia | 
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RATES 
P75 per line 
t prersnenar atean 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


P245 per column 


Repub ol ta Phippiros 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
"Piar Snoot, Zamboanga Ciy 


SECTION I. INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Briet Description of Goods: Brand Now Misubishi 1-300 FB Util Vehicle 


‘The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT. through is nlamaly generated funds 
‘Thon to apply te sum of P700,000.00 bang ho Approved Bige! lor he Coal ABC) 
‘Spayman coder ZCWO Purchase Ragustion No. 685 dated January & 2000. Bids 
Telovved n excess ol tno ABC shal be automaticaly rojociod at Bid Opening 


‘The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT now ios sealad bids rom eile Bidders 
{er ira soppyfasivey la Arang New hub L-300. Dalry of GOODS is equred 
{5 Marck 22 2006. The Geverpton ol an eli Bidar is containod in Seton N ol he 
‘isang Documenis, ITB. 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non: 
Beira passal ertora as spaced in he impiameriing Aias & Requalions Pat 
ATARA) ef Republic Ac 9186 (RA. 9104), olharwiso known as iho Government 
PrSeirometRelorm Al andrei Io organizations with at oasi sty poreon (80%+) 
iarasi or cleaning copia slack belonging 10 clizens ol ha Prappines, as epoctin’ 
‘SRapuais ct 5189 TAA S183) Ony See rom Bidas who pass te ebgily chech 
Saes opened. The proces lhe Eighty check is daectbedin Section ol he Bg 
Tocumen. ITE. Tro podor win lowest calculated Dic (LCB shal be advance to he post: 
Peston stage in order 1o Inay determine responewonose tothe lechnical and 
area regaresenis oi the projec. The contact shal ba Inon awarded 1o the Lowes! 
(Cataed snd Responsive Bader (LORB) who was dotomined 

‘Gothen procedure 


Irtcostod dors may obtain turthor nlrmation Irom the ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER 
SISTING and inspect he Bing documents al he adoros gn below during ollce 
hours (8005.0 pi 


A comple set of Bidding Documents may be purchases by interested bidders rom ihe 
A ett aon nc upon gapeeri d a ron returdnisie leain fho amount o! Saven Hundred 
Besos (P700.00). The method! payment wil offer be hru Cash, Gerilied Check or 
Cashiers Chock ony. The pading Gocuments shall be received personally by the 
‘specie der or is auinonzed ropresantatve: 


"uen urng na oat 


Tho ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT wil bald Pre-Bié Conference open 1o ail 
Toveted partes on January 31, 2008. 2:00 pm al ths adros: 

‘2nd Foor ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT Main Olc Bing 

‘tar Svea, Zamboanga Ciy 

‘Bic and egy roquiromonis must be dalveed 1o he adress blow alo bors 200 
Bt Sse, S005 Al ics mun be accompanied by a B Securty Inine om ol Cash, 
Bonnes enca ar Casmara Crec and nthe amount of P7 000.00. Lale Bids shal not be 
ecaps. 
Bid Opening shel bo on February 7. 2005 at ihe 2nd Floor, ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER 
Be ORT Bian Orice Suing. Piar St. Zamoonnge Ciy. Biss wil be opened in a 
presne othe Siders repressive’ who choose called the acess below. 
“Tne ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT reserves th righi 1o accept or rejact any is, 
Teann Pe aang process and rej Bl Bids at any tne or prt coniraci award, 
Taou ieraby nortan any aby W P alieco Bidder or Bers. 


ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 


1898. ARNULFO A. ALFONSO 
BACT Cramar 


Republic ofthe Phiippines 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 


Pier Steel, Zamboanga Ciy 


‘SECTION L INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Briet Description ot Goods: Various Ink Cartridges and Toners 
for 1 Quarter Stock 

‘Tne ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT. through is inemaly generated funds ond 
E aey ne sum of PE79.379.38 eng the Approved Budget or the Contract (ABC) 19 
payaan under ZCWO Purchase Requstion No. 8890 dated January 5, 2006 Bids recoived 
rtnces of ino ABC shali bo asiomateaty rected al Bi Opening. 

The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT now ines sealed bids om eigjbie Bidders 
Jer ire suppiyoalvey ot Ink Carriages and Toners. Doivary ol GOODS 53 requrod Dy 
Peony 22008, Tho desrplon olan aiglo tier is contained in Section N ol the 
Bicing Documents, ITB. 

Bidang wit be conducted through open competive bidding procedures using non- 
Sacetaray pessas ertora 2s spaced inthe implementing Rules & Reguaons Part A 
Genny cl ROPICA 918A (RA 9164), charwse now ashe Government Procurement 
Mlo Ac, dnd is restricted 1o ergantzabons win at east sixty porcont (50%) rarest or 
Bitconasy cept! stock belonging to Stzens of tne Phappnes, as speci in Republic 
RAEES (LA 5183) Only Bas rom Side who pass Ihe eigiy check wii be opanod 


ours (800 AM- S00 PM 
A compote sot of Siding Documents may be purchasad by intersted bidders irom th 
‘Stross veion and upon payment ofa nentuncable fe nthe amount ol Sx Hundred 
Pesos (P0000), The mods of paymant wil ether bo tru Cash, Coed Chock o 
Cee enee oniy Tno pisang douments shat ba ecsved personaly by Io prospec 
Bager or ne autnorized rapresoniane. 
The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT wil old a Pra:Bki Conlernce open 1o at 
intmsted partes on January 31,2008, 200 p.m. a ths across 
‘2nd Floor ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Hain Ottes Building, Piar Stet, Zamboanga City 
Bids and etglaty raqurements must be dabvoced 1o 1na adros below at or belor 200 
pan, Fobra 7. 2008, Ali must bo sccompariod by n Bad Securty inthe form ot Cash 
Baian enad ot Cashier's Gheck andin a amount ci PG.793.80. Late Bids shali noi ba 
p 
Ba Opening shall be on February 7, 2006 athe 2nd Floor, ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER 
DISTRICT Wam Otice Bulg, Par St. Zamboanga Cy. i wii bo openedin Iho presenco 
line Bader’ ropresentatwe's who choose 1o anen ate address Blow. 
‘The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT rasorves tha ighi to accept or raject any Bii: 
Tha i annul te siang provess and reject al Bids at anytime pror Yo coniraci award, 
Saou thoraby ncornng ay lyf Ino alates Blider or Bidders 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
ie Net M. Kawaguchi 
Piar St, Zamboanga Cty 7000 
Teton No (062) 991.1558 
Emmat zewacjodin comph 
Fax (082) 991-2789 
(804) ARNULFO A. ALFONSO 
BAC | Chawan 
m 


An obituary with Mp igture can be ap 
ce «fitting tribute to ugegadeparted. loved one. 
7 always caring Inquirer Qpecraatts 3 
+ ~ 2 
OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


TO Copy of Death Carmim. © Any identification document (1.0.1. _ 


See 
WE ACCEPT CREDIT CAKDS and bank-to-bank payments 


OBITUARY 


‘Dearfy Beloved" 


PM Member, Jose Rizal Lodge #22, MRS. Phil. i 


Bodies AAS.R. 
Peascfully omel our Creator 


on January 20, 2006 at the age of 80 


His bereaved wife Leonor; children Elnora, Ericson 
Ellen, Elinor, Elmer, Elvis, Edwin, Evangeline, Edward & Eugene, 
grandchildren, brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews, sons- and 
Saughtersin-iaw, sisters- e brothers-in-aw and other relativos and I 
friends request the pious readers to pray forthe eternal repose of is: ti, 


Evelyn. | 


Wake 
Interment 


155 Dr. A. Gonzales St, Bian, Laguna. 
9:00 a.m, January 25, al Forest Lake. 
San Vicente, Biñan, Laguna 


a a ~= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER vom 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2006 4 73 i “OBITUARIES... TR 
SER SSDD LMI $299 RRL eee 


Our Dearly Beloved 


Purificacion Tomas Reyes 
(6 March 1919-23 January 2006) 


has joined in heaven 
her Late husband, Pablo C. Reyes, Sr., 
former Superintendent of City Schools, Q.C.: 


Please join her sons, 

Pablo Fr. (Lite) and Angelo (Angie), 
stepchildren, sanghters-in- -Lavw, 
grandsons, great grandchildren 

and the rest of her family 

in praying for the eternal repose 


of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Capilla sel Señor, 
Santuario se San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati City. 
Juterment will be at 12 noon, Saturday, 28 janwary 2006, 
at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. 


SOPH IO DICT BF LTE Jape 


“Even whi = = 
T pia THEY HERITAGE PARK 
yy through a FORT BONIFACIO 


dark valley} a iene Elizabeth Lim Bienvenida 


lji U feel no, 
g harm. |For Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 
out are at 
g side, | | Elegant & Spacious Chapels e US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 
your'rodand | | *Flowers by Holland Blooms eImporled Registry Books & Her beloved husband Al, children: Tiffany and Jovy, 
staff § give me Thank You Cards * Personalized Guest Information Cards Timothy and Vangie, Trixie; grandchildren: AJ, Joshua, 
courige.. #Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads Nikki and Johann; brothers and sisters; brothers-and- 


Pam 23:4 845-2440 © 845-2334 to 38 sisters-in-law; nephews and nieces; relatives and friends 


request the pious readers to pray for the 
“Always arag- > eternal repose of her soul. 
fa 
INQUIRER & 5) Her remains lie in state at Chapel 1 of 
RAE E Le OBITUARIES The Mortuary & Crematory at The Herirage Park, 
of pas City, Albay OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: Fort Bonifacio, Bayani Road, Taguig City. 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
Peacefully joined our Lord 
on January 21, 2006 at the age of 83. IG Any idasile orama GD) 


His loving wife, Charito (t), and children: Mila (t) & Auy. PT 
Ramon A. Felipe IV, Thelma & Eng. Nelson Acuña, Teddy WE ACCE 
a Edita Gonzales, Dr, Raul & Winnie Cochin, Noel; | CREDIT CARDS | 
grandchildren: Ramon V & Paula Leynes Felipe, Julius & and bank-to-bank payments | 
Lovely Bautista Felipe, Milo & Iyad Palisoc Felipe, Amanda cartes etait adad 
Felipe, Xavier Felipe (#), Celeste Acuña, Nelson Acuña, Jr.. 
‘Tidy Ajero; great grandchildren, relatives and friends request DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
the pious readers to pray for his eternal repose. MESSAGE OF THANKS 

DEATH ANNIVERSARY 


Peacefully joined her Creator on Sunday, January 22, 2006 


Interment will be on January 26, 2006 at The Heritage Park 


His remains lie in state at the Family Residence, J.B. Alegre 
St., Tula-Tula, Legaspi City. < REQUIEMS 


o E —————— “ E Jual 
2 aS p = i in Loving Memory w 
: E Liquete Legaspi 
PAZ “PACHING” GRUET GARCIA | | s in a 
LAFUNERARIA PAZ, INC. : I f steve caps cate Ponte kaisan, Lala, Alen 
TNs 2 4 n gandhi Anaika Gavin Telia, Pia Jet 


snem Mary The Queen, 
ROGELIO T SORIANO} Fey coe 3 Gur Tae King dng Q.C. 
Urbazer Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, New Manila, Q.C. 
Pangasinan, ban snaren Most Holy Redeemer Parish, Brixton Hill, Q.C- 
eutenas.aLoE | ciewKoc |uasonoooam f The family requests the plous readers t pray 
s ar eraai pone nl happiness. 


Interment will be on Friday 
Memorial Park, Sucat, 


GMA 7 eyes 
2 state-owned 
TV stations 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


GMA NETWORK INC. IS STUDYING IF 
it would make sense to bid for govern- 
‘ment television stations RPN-9 and IBC- 
13 which are both up for privatization 
this year, GMA 7 president Felipe Gozon 
said in an interview. 

“We are not ruling out the possibility 
of joining the bidding for Channel 9 and 
13, so you can't count us out,” he said. 

‘The sale of the assets of Radio Philip- 
pines Network 9 and Intercontinental 
Broadcasting Corp. 13 was estimated to 
yield a combined P4.5 billion. 

However, analysts said the government 
might not be able to realize that amount 
from the sale of the two stations, saying 
their equipment were old and much of 
their airtime had been sold to block- 
timers such as El Shaddai. A plus point for 
the two networks is that they operate on 
higher frequency bands, giving it a wider 
signal than other industry players. 

GMA 7, now the countrys most prof- 
itable broadcast network, said it might 
have its hands full with the new program- 
ming line-up for Channel 11, which was 
branded QTV (Quality TV), as well as its 
overseas venture and local expansion. It is 
also expected to push through with its 
long-awaited initial public offering by the 
second quarter of the year. The plan is to 
sell 20 percent to 30 percent of the compa- 
nys outstanding shares to the public to 
raise between P6 and P9 billion. But partic- 
ipating in the bidding for the two govern- 
ment stations is still a possibilty he said. 
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Slower vehicle sales growth seen 


Higher taxes, cap on input VAT 
credits and importation blamed 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


LOCAL VEHICLE ASSEMBLERS ARE EXPECT- 
ing slower growth in industry sales this year 
due to the reformed value-added tax law that 
puts additional burden on companies through 
a cap on input VAT recoveries. 

Elizabeth H. Lee, president of the Chamber 
of Automotive Manufacturers of the Philip- 
pines Inc., said the group had projected vehi- 
cle sales to reach 102,000 units by the end of 
2006 or only 5 percent higher than the 97,063 
units sold in 2008. 

Lee said the auto makers were expecting to 
sell 34,500 passenger cars and 67,500 com- 
mercial vehicles. 

Last year, industry sales grew 10.3 percent 
from 88,003 units in 2004. The growth was 
mainly due to the advance purchases by con- 
sumers in anticipation of the price increases 
this year to be brought about by the reformed 
VAT that took effect on Nov. 1. 

‘The VAT rate would go up by 2 percentage 
points starting next month. This is expected 
to further jack up prices and dampen de- 
mand. 

Lee said Campi would have projected a 
higher sales growth rate if not for the re- 
formed VAT law. 

Lee also blamed for the slower sales growth 
forecast the continued importation of used 
vehicles; the current political turmoil that 
would affect consumer confidence and in- 
vvestor confidence in business climate stability, 
as well as the increase in corporate income 
tax by 3 percentage points to 35 percent un- 
der the new VAT law. 


Earlier this month, Campi said overall sales 
were projected to slightly increase in January 
due to fleet accounts deliveries and the possi- 
ble spillover of the advance purchases. 

On the part of dealers, Lee said advance 
purchases led to dealers’ hesitation to stock 
up units. 

She said dealers were wary of the “detri- 
mental effect of the 70-percent cap on the 
companies’ input VAT credits.” 

“Both assemblers and dealers will have the 
difficult task of managing inventories,” she 
said. 

‘Campi has been pushing for the repeal of 
the cap on the VAT credit for companies which 
Lee said “poses a grave threat to the very exis- 
tence of individual businesses.” 

‘The Campi president said the cap was a 
clear deterrent to the growth of the automo- 
tive sector and other industries as well as the 
economy in general. 

“As business cannot absorb the cost en- 
tailed by such a cap, an additional burden to 
the already suffering consumers is unwitting- 
ly created as prices of vehicles would have to 
be increased,” Lee said 

“The 70-percent cap on input VAT is a disin- 
centive and unnecessary prohibitive measure 
imposed on businesses; causes increase in 
cost of doing business and prices of vehicles,” 
Lee said. “This already changed the behaviors 
of dealers which in turn affects assemblers.” 

Further, Lee said another major challenge 
for the industry this year was the increasing 
crude oil prices in the world market would af- 
fect local fuel prices and affect consumer be- 
havior. 


3-mall complex worth P1B to rise in Ortigas 


‘THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND 
the local franchises of fastfood 
chain McDonalds and MC 
Home Depot is spending P1 bil- 
lion to put up a complex of 
malls at the Ortigas property 
near C-5 Road. 

David Wuson, corporate plan- 
ning head of MC Mall Inc., in a 
press briefing described the pro- 
ject dubbed Silver City as a tri- 
mall niche-retail development lo- 
cated on a 4.5 hectare lot be- 
tween Ortigas Avenue and Julia 
‘Vargas Street in Pasig City. 

“We have secured a 10-year, 
lease-development contract with 
the Ortigas group and we are in- 
troducing a pioneering concept 
focused in the consumer retail 


said. 


tively. 


BAGUIO CITY, THE FAST TRACK TO 


and service industry” Wuson 


About 35 percent of the land is 
allocated to greenery and land- 
scaping, while the three-level 
structure will have a covered 
parking space for 1,400 cars. 

Wuson said the main offering 
of Silver City would be the Auto 
Mall, a multi-brand one-stop 
shopping center for motor vehi- 
cles and related interests of the 
motoring public. 

The other two malis called 
Fusion-tech Mall and Wellness 
Mall would focus on informa- 
tion technology and healthcare 
products and services, respec- 


“MC Mall-led by chair George 


and Lawrence 


por,” Wuson said. 


weliness,” he added. 


service providers, 


Yang (of McDonalds renown) 

‘Chung—pio- 
neered in bringing together vari- 
ous brands in one roof as well as 
providing a sort of permanent 
trade exhibition for construction 
and building needs through the 
local franchise of MC Home De- 


“Ten years later, we are now 
applying the concept to the auto- 
motive market as well as IT and 


Wuson said Auto Mall, which 
would open by June, would be 
the first of its kind in the country 
with 80-100 brand new cars to be 
on display plus stores of vehicle 
accessories, banks and finance 


firms, sports and lifestyle bou- 
tique and events center. 

He said MC Mall wanted to 
bring in all auto makers and deal- 
ers and that it was in talks with 
majority of these firms. 

Fusion-tech Mall, which would 
open before yearend, would have 
an anchor 10,000-square-meter 
call center that would be sur- 
rounded by technology oriented 
retailers. 

Wellness Mall, expected to be 
operational by 2007, would pro- 
vide wellness and lifestyle prod- 
ucts and services including medi- 
cal clinics, laboratories, pharma- 
ceutical and beauty centers, chil- 
dren's playground, finess gyms 


insurance andspas. Ronnel W. Domingo 
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Immigration Services, Inc. 


In February last year, after a 
protracted dispute on who should 
get the proceeds from the Malam- 
paya gas find, the national gov- 
ernment and the Palawan provin- 
cial government agreed to split 
the net government share until 
June 30, 2010, or until the court 
makes its final decision. 

Under the agreement, the 40- 
percent revenue share of the gov- 
erment in the Malampaya pro- 
ject will be divided equally be- 
tween the national govemment 
and the province of Palawan. 

The Palawan provincial gov- 
emment’s share will be used to 
bankroll projects that will help 
preserve, monitor and protect 
various areas in the province. 

‘These include the North-South 
Highway, environment preserva- 
tion and protection projects, and 


SC called on to break Malampaya 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE SUPREME COURT WILL 
have to decide soon whether pro- 
ceeds from the Malampaya Deep 
Water Gas-to-Power project should 
go to the national government or to 
the Palawan provincial government. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotil- 
la said in a recent interview that 
the revenue share issue should be 
brought to the Supreme Court for 
a final decision as both the nation- 
al government and the Palawan 
provincial government were not 
about to change their positions on 
the issue. 

The national government ar- 
gues that the Malampaya natural 
{gas project is within the national 
territory, while the province of 
Palawan, claims that the gas find 
is within its boundaries, 


Parliamentary shift: 
The real reason 


SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA 
rousingly explained in a recent 
TV talk how the parliamentary 
system would solve all the prob- 
lems of the country. 

De Venecia said the parliamen- 
tary system would develop respon- 
sible and effective political parties. 
But Singapore is a one-party par- 
liament. In the last elections, Lee 
Kuan Yew was terribly upset be- 
‘cause the opposition doubled their 
seats—to two. In Thailand, there 
are no effective political parties. 
Tumcoatism is common. A law 
now prescribes that, if a member 
votes against his party on an im- 
portant issue, he is not only out of 
his party but also out of parlia- 
ment. A similar law exists in India. 

A party is only as strong as its in- 
temal system of rewards and 
penalties. In the UK, you do not 
have to be a resident of the district 
where you will run. There are dis- 
tricts which have voted for Labor 
for one hundred years. So, Tony 
Blair sends his most trusted party 
mates to run in those districts 
When they win, they are loyal to 
the Labor Party for life. 

De Venecia said a unicameral 
parliament would solve the gridlock 
in lawmaking. The legislative mill is 
logged with hundreds of bill to re- 
name schools, streets and esteros. 

He said the parliament was the 
best way to fight poverty. He points 
to the rich nations in Europe and 
Southeast Asia, all being ruled un- 
er the parliamentary system. He 
does not mention that the poorest 
nations around the world, espe- 
cially in Africa where citizens are 
dying of hunger every day, are also 
run under parliamentary systems. 

He said the no confidence vote 
ina parliamentary system makes it 
easier to get rid of a bad prime 
minister. If so, then it is just as easy 
to get rid of a good prime minister. 

He recommends the French 
model where, he says, the president 
is the CEO; the prime minister is the 
COO and elected by parliament 

Charles de Gaulle must be 
tuming in his grave. Fifty years 
ago, he designed the French mod- 
el, which was approved over- 
‘whelmingly by the French. 

The president is the dominant 
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figure in France. He is voted direct- 
ly by the people. He appoints, re- 
peat appoints, the prime minister 
who, in tum, recommends the 
members of the cabinet who need 
not be members of parliament. 

Recently, we saw how the French 
model worked. When, in a referen- 
dum, the French rejected the Euro- 
pean Union constitution, the Prime 
Minister resigned. President Chirac 
appointed the replacement. 

‘The parliament can boot -the 
president out of office in a no-con- 
fidence vote. But, at the same time, 
the president can dissolve parlia- 
ment bya stroke of the pen. There- 
sulting standoff has stabilized the 
government. For the past 50 years, 
no French president has lost his job 
by means of a no confidence vote. 

By the way, the current French 
model is bicameral: the Chamber 
of Deputies and the Senate. 

De Venecia does not mention 
the real reason for the proposed 
shift—money. By fusing the execu- 
tive and legislative departments, 
and abolishing the Senate, parlia- 
ment has total and absolute con- 
trol of the national budget. 

Under the presidential system, 
budget making is a joint undertak- 
ing of the President, Congress and 
the Senate. But the President, dis- 
burses the budget. Every time a 
Congressman wants to draw his 
pork barrel, he has to go the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Management, 
hat in hand. This practice is what 
De Venecia wants to get rid of. 

Parliament will prepare, approve 
and disburse the national budget. 
The entire budget will be every- 
body’ pork barrel. The greedy ma- 
jority and the equally greedy oppo- 
sition members will feed from the 
same trough. How can De Venecia 
claim that this arrangement will 
erase graft and corruption? 

Money is the real reason for the 
proposed shift. There is no other. 
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MALAMPAYA rig 


electrification projects involving 
431 barangays. 

Part of the funds will also be 
used to put up facilities that will 
boost the security of the exclusive 
economic zone as well as the eco- 
logical resources in the area. 


The agreement also says that 
the P600-million financial assis- 
tance that the government al- 
ready gave the province of 
Palawan in 2004 would already 
form part of the province's share 
from the Malampaya proceeds. 


Now that you're thinking about a new home, call us. 


845-8772 
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Scientific look 
at abdominal exercises 


IT IS SAFE TO SAY THERE IS 
such a thing as ab-exercise 
obsession. 

Abdominal exercise videos and 
books are usually bestsellers. Pilates 
classes continue to be popular largely 


WELL AND 
Goop 


Tina 


because of the emphasis on shaping JUAN 


and firming the abs and waist. Any 
class advertised as an “abs class” is 
sure to be well attended. 

However, there are also ab exercise 
misconceptions. . Scientific studies 
have helped identify what is true and 
what is false. Here's what research 
has uncovered: 


Upper and lower abs 

‘The rectus abdominis is the straight 
muscle in the middle of your ab- 
domen. It is the only abdominal mus- 
cle that can hypertrophy or become 
bigger. You guessed it, it’s also known 
as the “six-pack” muscle. 

‘Technically speaking, you cannot 
work the upper and lower rectus mus- 
cles independently, Research has found 
that when you do a crunch (lifting the 
upper body), you will “feel” the exer- 
cise more in the upper abdomen be- 
‘cause there is more shortening of the 


muscle fibers in that 
area, The muscle 
fibers in the lower ab- 
domen are also short- 
ening but not as much 
asin the upper region. 

When you do a re- 
verse curl (curling 
the hips), you will 
“feel” the effort more 
in the lower ab- 
domen even though 
the muscle fibers in 
the upper abs are al- 
so working. 


Obliques 
1f you stick your 


volved when you do a crunch. When 
the internal obliques are strong, they 
support the middle of the torso like a 
tight corset. This is the scientific ex- 
planation for why crunches can help 
strengthen the lower back 


Spot reduction 

Many people believe abdominal ex- 
ercises by themselves will lessen the 
amount of fat they have in the ab- 
domen. But “spot reduction” or the be- 
lief that specific localized exercises will 
reduce the fat on top of the working 
‘muscles has already been disproved as 
far back as 1971 when researchers 
showed that the dominant arm of ten- 
nis players had the same amount of fat 
as thenon-dominant arm. 

Ina 1984 study at the University of 
Massachusetts, male participants did 
the equivalent of 5,000 sit-ups for 27 


days. Fat was measured in the ab- 
domen, buttocks and upper back. Ac- 
cording to the spot reduction theory, 
fat should have been reduced only in 
the abdominal area because the but- 
tocks and upper back were not active- 
ly involved in doing a sit-up. 

Researchers found that fat was re- 
duced in all three areas but only very 
slightly (or, as scientists like to say, 
“not significantly”). There was no real 
change in the thickness of abdominal 
subcutaneous fat (read: bilbil) or ab- 
dominal girth, Fat biopsies showed 
there was no significant change in the 
diameter of abdominal fat cells either 

Abdominal exercises can partly 
help you attain a flatter stomach and 
smaller waist by strengthening and 
firming up flabby muscles. To reduce 
the overlaying fat, you have to lose 
total body fat by doing aerobic exer- 
cise and resistance training, eating a 
sensible diet and living an active 
lifestyle. 

To read a more in-depth article 1 
have written on spot reduction, go to 
www.tinajuanfitness.info/articles/ 
art070803.html. 


Visit www.tinajuanfitness.info. 
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THIS EXERCISE STRETCHES 
the front of the hips and thighs. 

Equipment: 

Exercise mat 

Exercise technique: 

1. Kneel down on hands and knees on 
an exercise mat. 

2. Place yout left foot beside your left 
hand. Move right knee backward until you 
feel a stretch in the front of the thigh. 

3. Keep your hands on the floor and lift 
your chest. 


‘ove one-stop home hop 


Insulated mugs with no-spill lids. 


In attractive colors. 


4, Then put your hands on your thigh. 
Continue pulling your chest open and 
pushing your hips forward to increase the 
stretch. 

5. Hold for 10-15 seconds. 

6. Do other leg. 

Performance tips: 

1. Make sure to keep the knee of the leg 
in frontin line with your ankle. Don't allow 
the knee to go past the toes. 

2. Don't hold your breath as you hold 
the stretch. 


SM City Sucat B Branch 


Space No. 110-8 112 
Ground floor, Annex Bidg, B 


hands into your front 
Jeans pockets, your 
hands are forming a 


"y" shape or the di- 
rection of the exter- 
nal oblique muscles, 
If you turn the pock- 
ets inside-out, your 
hands are now form- 
ing an upside-down 
“V” shape or the ori- 
entation of the inter- 
nal oblique muscles. 

The external 
obliques are located 
in front but the inter- 
mal obliques wrap 
around the waist and 
attach to a diamond 
shaped connective 
tissue in the lower 
back region. 

Many people think 
that the obliques are 
only worked if you do 
twists or abdominal 
exercises with rota- 
tion. But they also 
contract when you 
do crunches and re- 
verse curls. When 
you do a reverse curl, 
the external obliques 
are more active. 

The internal 
obliques are more in- 
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Horoscope MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
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YOU BORN TODAY: People admire you. It seems as if you don't even have to do anything special. You have a mag- 
netism that attracts others to you. You're active in many areas. You have strong opinions. Never doubt that others re- 
spect you. The year ahead is beautifully social. Singles could meet new love! 

Birthdate of: Mischa Barton, actress; Neil Diamond, singer; Edith Wharton, author. 
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GEORGE Prinz; one of the hosts, young good- GULF Air asset, Suzette Tongson; Ange! Bognot, TWO Victorias: Vicky Lopez-Tuazonand DEAN Barbers, vivaciously adorable Leah Navarro and 


looker Raymond Lim Joseph and Maridore 
Macaraig 


YOUNG business entrepreneur and owner 
of the hip boutique Gotham, extremely 
telligent Antonia Ticzon Martel 


PATSY Fran 
Martel Francisco of Philippine Tatler and 
granddaughter Isabel 


and one of the hosts, Robert Lim Joseph 


Philippine Wine Merchants, the coun- 

tuy’s foremost authorities on wines 
and liquors, held the awesome Sth Wine Tast- 
ing Festival that lived up to its billing as the 
Philippines’ and Southeast Asia's grandest 
and biggest event. Connoisseurs, VIPs and 
neophytes tasted nearly 500 wines from 16 
different countries. 

‘The ballroom of the popular New World Re- 
naissance Hotel in Makati was jam-packed as 
1,000 guests turned up to savor once again the 
best wines, which were matched with sumptu- 
ous cuisine prepared by talented Colin Owen 
Healy, the hotel's executive chef, and his team. 

Highlight of the event was the raffle of attrac- 
tive prizes from partner companies. The award- 
winning Gulf Air, natch, gave away tickets to Jo- 
hannesburg and Paris. 

Brothers four Robert, Ralph, Ronald and 
Raymond Joseph, co-owners of Philippine Wine 
Merchants and Ralph's, personally welcomed 
the guests and introduced them to the various 
Fine wines. 

‘Argentinean Ambassador Mario Schuff, 
Chilean Ambassador Jorge Montero, Japanese 
‘Ambassador Ryuichiro Yamazaki and Romani: 
an Ambassador Radu Homesco, along with the 
Joseph brothers, got the event rolling with a cer- 
emonial toast. 

‘Among the hundreds of wines, palangges, 
were award-winners from Montes, Yalumba, 
Bodegas Chivite, Bolla, Wente Vineyards, Praho- 
va Valley, Santa Carolina and 
Lindemans. 


Rm WINES AND SPIRITS AND 


The sumptuous eastem WITHOUT 


cuisine included roast Peking 
duck with hoisin and crnber- : BATTING 


ty sauce, Asian steak au AN EYELASH .~ 


poivre, Salmon rilletes with 
Asian spices, and rosemar 
spiked roast leg of lamb with 
mint and onion sauce. 


Maurice 
Arcache 


(Other sponsors, aside from Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
Gulf Air, were Rustan's, Shop- using Kodak EasyShare 
saom 


wise, Stores Specialists Inc., 
Starbucks Coffee and Philippine Airlines, 
dahlings. 

Given the event’s major success for the last 
five years, organizers plan to extend the festival 
to four awesome days and three nights. The 
Philippine Tourism Authority and the Depart- 
ment of Tourism have already expressed support 
of the event as part of their thrust to attract 
tourists and to get us all in really high spirits, 
dahlings. 


Gotham fashion 

Our town's fashion-forward set dashed over to 
Harrison Plaza for the grand opening of young 
and extremely intelligent Maria Antonia Mar- 
tel’s fab Gotham boutique. 

‘The invitees gushed over the luxe, cool interi- 
ors, including all the furniture, designed by Anto- 
nia herself, palanggas. That included the wow 
Jeopard-print sofas and the dark-wood counter. 
The bright-pink walls and Italian chandelier 


La iit 


Vicky Fernandez Zubiri 


A thousand people in high 


Leonardo Arguelles 


spirits 


AMBASSADOR Mario Schuff of Argentina, Ambassador Radu Homesco of Romania, man of the hour Ralph Lim 
Joseph, Doris Serbans, and New World Hotel's first couple, Catriona S. and husband Stephan Stoss 


added instant glamour, giving one the feeling of 
being inside a chic Park Avenue boutique. 

We were all treated to cocktails and excellent- 
ly prepared hors d'oeuvre by Le Souffle, no less, 
as everyone browsed through the newest and 
hippest clothing lines and accessories fresh from 
the Big Apple, dahlings. Young and young at 
heart socialites, squealing in delight, snapped up 
the contemporary cool, chic summer offerings, 
like the dangerously low Frankie B. jeans, Paige 
Premium Denim (with its more “forgiving” ft), 

— Catch a Fire Tshirts (designed 

by the great Bob Marleys 

i daughter, Cedella, no less), 

Romeo and Julie's Swarovski- 

encrusted tank tops, Cosabella 

m, undies, Hanky-panky thongs, 

J] Michael Stars shins and tu- 

Fi nics, embellished Amici and 

‘Tals belts, Noir jewelry, Mella 

flip-flops, and tons of other ex- 
citing new brands, palanggas. 

Early birds were the attrac- 

tive Atienza sisters, Manila 

Vice Mayor Danny and Inday Lacuna, with 

daughter, councilor Honey Lacuna; Mare La- 

mas; Krizia Ty; Catleya Nielsen; Don and Nor- 

ma Sanders; Jun and Evelyn Laurel; JB and 

Gemma Laurel, plus others like them too fash- 

ionable to mention, dahlings. 

Naturellement, Antonia's proud parents were 
there, Don Antonio and statuesque Belen Mar- 
tel; as well as Philippine Taders Irene Martel- 
Francisco and daughter Isabel; Tonette P Mar- 
tel, on a rare late afternoon outing; HP mall 
manager Erik Martel; Etelka Martel; Juliet L. 
Ticzon; Benny and Ophie Clemente, with 
daughters Lhinkee, Rahelle and Suzanne; Ina 
‘Ticzon and her steady bear, Bogs Adomado; Dr. 
Luisa Ticzon; Lala Ticzon; Arlene, Vince, Adolf 
and Julius Ticzon. 

Check out those super trendy, cool Kooba 
bags, as well as more hip jeans and exciting eye- 
catching clothing lines. 

Hey, summer is just a wink away, palanggas. 


WINE LOVERS: Jeny 
Chan, Johnny Duran, 
gorgeous Dina 
Bonnevie and Billy 
Wyland 


MANUEL Fragante, 
Gulf Air’s Lara 
Marie-Torre: 
Michelle Tinio Arce, 
and Bobby Hukom 


ry 


Fie E sh 4 j 
WE ARE FAMILY: Lala R. Ticzon, Portia Santos, Liza GOTHAM fans: Kate Santos, Chinkee LANI Atienza-Beltran and SANSAN Clemente, Pauline Santos, Portia Santos, Leilei Clemente 


Ticzon and Troy Ticzon 


Clemente and Chichi Atienza 


Analei Atienza 


and Ina Tiezon 


TWAS A GUEST RECENTLY IN A TELEVI- 
sion show on ANC hosted by Ces Drilon - 
‘The topic was ‘Astrology and Science” 
and the other two guests were a geologist 
from the University of the Philippines 
and a well-known political astrologer. 

“The scientist said we should rely only on 
scientific knowledge in predicting what 
was to come, because it was proven and 
therefore highly reliable. Other sources of 
information not based on science could not 
be relied upon. 

‘The astrologer, on the other hand, said 
the positions of planets and other heavenly 
configurations influenced events and the 
behavior of people, and could also be fairly 
reliable predictors of things to come, 

theld a middle position, I saw no incom- 
patibility in the various sources of knowl- 
edge because “truth is one, and cannot 
contradict itself” Whether’ information 
came from science, astrology or the devil 
himself, if it was true, it could not contra- 
dict other true information, 

“The scientist said India had many as- 
trologers and fortunetellers, but it was not 
as progressive as some western countries 
that relied on science in making political 
and economic decisions. 


Science isn’t only source of truth 


“Why are we not afraid to ride an air- 
plane or spaceship?” he asked, “Because 
we know itis scientifically made and can 
be relied upon to fly and land us safely.” 

He continued, “The problem with this 
country is that science is not given the im- 
portance it deserves. To make progress, we 
have to spend more on scientific re- 
search.” 

He pointed out that even sixth graders 
could not do simple addition and subtrac- 
tion. “If we do not even have knowledge of 
the fundamentals of science, how can we 
build a really strong scientifie culture?” 

T said I did not think there was any ques- 
tion about the need for a strong scientific 
education. 1 was all for scientific. knowl- 
edge. One could not argue against the 
need for scientific proof and validation of 
things we knew. We should have more sci- 
enceinthecurriculum. ` 

‘The problem was we often failed to real- 
ize that science did not cover the whole of 
reality, The scientific method was devised 
to study only physical reality. Within that 
realm, the scientific method was perfect. 
We could not improve on it. 

"To prove something was physically true, 
it should follow strict scientificmethodolo- 


INNER ge) 
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gy- Lagreed completely with this. 

‘But what if we were dealing with non- 
physical reality, for example ghosts, astral 
projection, paranormal phenomena— 
things clearly outside the scope of science? 
How could we rely on science to guide us? 
Tt could not, not because it was wrong but 
because it was not meant to tackle these 
areas. 

Not having any principles to deal 
with nonphysical reality, science could 
not say these realities did not exist. 
Just because one could not prove the 
astral body in the laboratory did not 
mean it was not true 
*"'As the philosopher Soren Kierkegaard 
pointed out, “There are two ways to be 
fooled. One is to believe what isn't so, The 
other is to refuse to believe what isso.” 


Incomplete 

‘The problem I have with science or with 
the scientific method is not that it is wrong 
but thar it is incomplete. It does not and 
cannot go beyond what can be seen, 
heard, felt, weighed, smelled and tasted, 
or quantified in some way. 

But there are other ways of looking at 
reality aside from the scientific paradigm. 
‘The big problem with critics of these other 
paradigms is that they have never both- 
ered to look at proofs presented in support 
of these other ways. There are thousands 
of them. 

The scientist guest on that TV interview 
said he never heard of any. That’ the prob- 
lem, [said. lrold him thar, in the 1940s, Dr. 
J.B. Rhine of Duke University in North Car- 
olina, United States, proved under strict 
laboratory-controlled conditions that psy- 
chic powers like telepathy and clairvoy- 
ance really existed. 

It was Dr. Rhine who coined the term 
“extra sensory perception” (ESP) to refer 
to that ability that seemed to go beyond 
the five senses, a kind of sixth, sense. 
‘Though the work of Dr, Rhine had many 
detractors in the scientific community, no 
‘one ever proved that his conclusions were 


not valid. 

More recently, in the '70s, Dr. Russell 
Targ and Harold Puthoff at the Stanford 
Research Institute proved human aware- 
ness could be projected to a specific loca- 
tion, which a person had never visited be- 
fore, allowing him/her to describe it accu- 
rately, Both scientists have Ph.D’s in 
physics. 

AL Princeton Universitys Anomalous 
Phenomena Department, Dr. Robert 
Jahne, who has a Ph.D, in Engineering, 
and psychologist Brenda Dunne validated, 
after years of meticulous study, the ability 
of the human mind to influence, through 
telekinesis, the fall of the dice in a roulette 
game. 

Many other scientific studies in this field 
were done in Russia and other Eastern Eu- 
topean countries. To say there is no scien- 
tific proof of psychic phenomena is to be- 
tray one's ignorance of this very important 
field of knowledge. 


The next Basic ESP and Intuition De- 
velopment seminar will be held 9 a.m.-5 
p.m., Feb, 4-5, in Cagayan de Oro City. 
Contact Melissa Robante at 0917- 
7120253. 
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IT IS A _DRUG-ORIENTED 
‘world with a pill for every ache, a 
prescription for every ailment. 

While drugs are a marvel of the 
modern age, curing many dis- 
eases, they may notbe the answer 
toevery illness. 

Take the story of Ray D. 
Strand, MD. His wife Liz had fi- 
bronyalgia or psychosomatic 
rheumatism. Early symptoms 
were fatigue, pain and weakness. 
Strand prescribed anti-inflamma- 
tories for the pain, tranquilizers 
for sleep, muscle relaxants, anti- 
histamines for allergies, antibi- 
otics for infections. 

Every year his wife’s health de- 
teriorated. Then one day, Liz 
learned about nutritional supple- 
ments and how they helped a 


friend's husband recover. 

The doctor encouraged his 
wife to explore the possibility of 
taking the supplements as a new 
health practice. She took vita- 
mins O and E, and beta-carotene 
that had loads of antioxidants. 

‘After three days, she felt better 
and, after three weeks on this nu- 
tritional diet, she decided to cut 
down on her medication. Three 
months later, she felt good as 
new. 


Good and bad 

Oxygen is necessary for life, 
but it can also be dangerous. This 
is the oxygen paradox. 

Oxidative stress results in 
clearly observed damage to the 
cell by free radicals. The only way 
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ZENCO SALES, INC.. INFORMS THE PUBLIC 
THAT ITIS THE OWNER OF THE TRADEMARK 
“ISLANDER AND RAINBOW DEVICE", WHICH 
MARK IS DULY REGISTERED WITH THE INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY OFFICE WITH REGISTRATION NO.52506. 


ZENCO SALES, INC., IN PROTECTING ITS INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY RIGHTS FURTHER INFORMS THE PUBLIC THAT 
ITHAS DECIDED TO GRANT MONETARY REWARD TO ANY 

PERSON/S WHO SHALL HAVE CONTRIBUTED ANY 
INFORMATION THAT MAY LEAD TO THE IDENTIFICATION 
AND APPREHENSION OR ARREST OF PERSON OR 
PERSONS INFRINGING ON THE "ISLANDER" MARK ANDIOR 
THE SEIZURE OR CONFISCATION OF THE FAKE ISLANDER 
‘SANDALS BEING MANUFACTURED, DISTRIBUTED, 
PRODUCED OR SOLD BY THEM. THE AMOUNT OF REWARD SHALL BE 
‘ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS (100,000.00) 
FOR EVERY 40 FT CONTAINER FULL OF FAKE ISLANDER SANDALS 
OR THIRTY PESOS (30.00) FOR EVERY PAIR 
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FOR INQUIRIES, KINDLY CONTACT ATTY. DOMINADOR B. LAO AT 
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‘STORE IN THE LOCALITY. 
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293-0427; 293-3858 
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_ LIFESTYLE 
Drugs do not always cure 


‘There is a regular, day-to-day 
breakdown of oxygen in our 
body. During this process, a free 
radical is born that can cause a 
chain reaction. Wherever this re- 
action happens is exactly where 
cell breakdown will occur that 
will lead to disease. 

Normal metabolism in the cell 
to create energy is oxidation 
through the natural process of us- 
ing oxygen. 


INSIDE 
Out 


Cory 
Quirino 


to fight it is through the intake of 
antioxidants. 

It has been established through 
scientific research that oxidative 
stress is “the root cause of more 
than seven degenerative dis- 
eases”—diabetes, cancer, strokes, 
arthritis, multiple sclerosis, 
Alzheimers dementia, coronary 
artery disease. 

Dr. Kenneth Cooper (father.of 
the term aerobics), in his book 
“The Antioxidant Revolution,” 
expounded on the importance of 
preventive medicine. He said 
what was plaguing humankind 
today was oxidative stress. 

We are, as they say, rusting 
from inside. In brief, this is how it 
works. 


“Free 


molecules or atoms that have at 
least one unpaired electron in 
their outer orbit” IF unchecked, 
they can cause havoc in our sys- 
tem. To the rescue—antioxidants. 


Antioxidant army 

An antioxidant is a substance 
with the capacity to give up an 
Jectron to a free radical to keep 
it balanced. The human body al- 
ready has an army of antioxi- 
dants. However, our bodies do 
not produce all we need. The rule 
is, the more damage, the more 
help we need. 


‘The problem is aggravated by 
poor diet, stress and exposure to 
toxins like pesticides, chemicals, 
pollution, excessive exercise, 
cigarette smoke, UVA (ultraviolet 
A) and UVB (ultraviolet B) rays 
from the sun, excessive intake of 
drugs, chemotherapeutic medi- 
cation, radiation therapy. 


Live till you die 

‘Our bodies are our Earth suits. 
While we use them, we wear 
them down. To make sure they 
serve us well, ensure that they get 
the necessary care by: 

‘Eating a balanced diet, 
adding more greens and fruits 

Exercising moderately 

© Getting enough sleep and re- 
laxation 

‘© Making prayer and medita- 
tion daily habits 

© Taking your supplements of 
‘multimineral-multivitamin pill or 
vitamin C, 1000-2000 mg; vita- 
min A (beta-carotene, 10,000 iu); 
lycopene 1-3 mg; lutein/zeaxan- 
thin 1-6 mg; alpha-carotene 500- 


radicals are oxygen 


Redefining beauty basics | 


CHESKA GARCIA, ONE OF TODAY'S MOST 
celebrated faces, is the very image of beauty, 
youth, verve and health. 

Proper skin care and a beauty regimen 
suited to her lifestyle and needs ensure that 
she is able to maintain her natural good 
looks. 

Biorica helps keep her skin blemish-free 
and flawless. The French brand draws from 
nature elements that revitalize, rejuvenate 
and invigorate the skin. It is founded on holis- 
tic methods in caring for the body and skin 
and goes beyond the surface. 

Biorica is the first and only skin care line 
that uses the salivary extract of the Hirudo 
Medicinalis (medicinal leech) as main ingre- 
dient. Research reveals the extract contains 
the enzyme Hirudin, reputedly the world’s 
most powerful anticoagulant. The enzyme has 
been used in the medical field for decades. 

‘Another enzyme, Eglin, has been found to 


The versatility of long hair 


HAIRSTYLIST FANNY SERRANO 
likes women to wear their hair 
long. 

Long hait, he says, lets a woman 
or her hairdresser create various 
characters, reinventing the person 
as the occasion demands. 

Serrano expects that in 2006 
long hair will remain popular, 
though new styles might be intro- 
duced, 

However, he says, instead of 
straight, flowing long hair, this 
years look will be more about 
waves and curls that look sexy. 

‘Serrano says it is not difficult for 


minton. 


a woman 
through a different hairstyle. With 
actress and fellow Head & Shoul- 
ders Conditioner endorser Anne 
Cuntis, Serrano demonstrates a few 
easy ways to change hairdos. 

He gives Curtis a sporty ponytail 
artistically tied in place with the 
use of her own hair instead of clips 
or bands. Serrano says the spor 
look is perfect for a day of ba 


be a very potent antioxidant, effectively fight- 
ing the process of human skin aging. 

‘An international scientific committee com- 
posed of French, Russian and Spanish doctors 
investigated, prepared and validated the 
properties of Hirudo Medicinalis extract, do- 
ing research and testing for 10 years. Biorica 
then integrated the enzymes into its products, 
formulating three different ranges—Hml, 
Hm2 and Hm3. 

The Hm1 range contains a regular concen- 
tration of the salivary extract and comes in the 
form of creams. Aside from the Hm extract, 
this range also contains other natural ingredi- 
ents like organic olive oil, shea butter, marine 
collagen, elastin, grape seeds and more. The 
Hm1 line consists of face-care products that 
tone and moisturize the skin aside from cor- 
recting blemishes and promoting skin radi- 
ance. The line also contains hand- and foot- 
care products. 


ey 


to reinvent herself 
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He also creates a sweet and sexy 
look for Curis, lering her hair 
tumble in shiny curls down her 
back with a few elegant strands 


around her face. Matched with a 
ruffled miniskirt and a dressy pas- 
tel top from Petit Monde, Serrano 
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1 Write to Dr, Nicky 


‘TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2006 


vitamin E, 400-800 iu; 
bioflavonoids (green tea, grape- 
seed extract, bromelain, broc- 
coli); alpha-lipoie acid, 15-30 
mg; COQ10, 20-30 mg; vitamin B 
complex; mineral complex; fish 
oil capsules or cold flaxseed oil 

© Adding fiber, 10-30 mg (sol- 
uble and insoluble), daily 

Tricia Rhodes, in her book 
“Taking Up Your Cross,” shares 
this profound thought: “Always 
remember the brevity of life, the 
certainty of death and the length 
of eternity.” 

So, let's live until we die. But, 
until then, enjoy your body by 
making it work for you, your 
goals, your dreams, your ultimate 
fulfillment. 

Love and light! 


Reference: “What Your Doctor 
Doesn't Know about Nutritional 
Medicine Maybe Killing You”, by 
Ray Strand, M.D. 


Email the author at 
coryquirino_fy@yahoo.com. 
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BIORICA enhances Cheska Garcia's natural 
beauty by keeping her skin flawless. 
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SWEET and sexy 


says the look is perfect 
for work ora date. 

For special occa- 
sions, he creates a so- 
phisticated look for 
Curtis with an up- 
swept hairstyle with 
an intricate array of 
knots and curls on the 
top of her head. Glit- 
tery earrings from 
Happy David and a 
sheath dress prepare 
Curtis for an award 
night dinner or a cock- 
tail party. 

Serrano stresses 
that hair should al- 
ways be in good con- 
dition, The basics of 
hair groom: 
ing—shampooing and 
conditioning hair reg- 
ularly—should be ob- 
served. 

He says daily condi- 
tioning is a must, the 
conditioner applied as 
if the hair is being 
massaged from roots 
totips 

For dandruff and 
itchy scalp, Serrano 
suggests a good anti- 
itch hair product like 
Head & Shoulders To- 
tal Conditioner. He 
says the product gives 
the same smoothness 
as regular condition- 
ers but with the added 
benefit of up to 100- 
percent itch protec- 
tion. 

To maintain a new 
hairstyle, Serrano also 
recommends a hot oil 
treatment and a visit 
toa salon once a week 
if possible. 
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Philippine Business for Social Progress 
PBSP at 35. Leaping Forward 
J} Annual Membership Meeting and Foundation Day 


_ A Legacy of Leadership, 
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Message 


MY WARMEST CONGRATULA- 
TIONS to the dynamic team of 
development workers, member- 
companies and Board of Trustees 
of the Philippine Business for So- 
cial Progress (PBSP) on your 35th 
Annual Membership Meeting 
and Foundation Day. 

What you have accomplished in the past 
three-and-a-half decades is a testimony to 
the spirit of "bayanihan" in our country. The 
PBSP presents itself as a venue for great 
minds and great souls in the business sector 
to come and work hand-in-hand to ease the 
‘burden of many poor Filipino households. 

Over the years, PBSP led the way in re- 
defining how the business sector engages in 
social development. Your Foundation’s devel- 
opment programs and mobilization of re- 
sources from your member-companies and 
donor-partners help fill the gap in the gov- 
ements efforts in fighting poverty through 
the implementation of programs on liveli- 
hood and enterprise development, environ- 
mental protection and conservation, basic 
services, education and capability building. 

‘Truly, aud the PBSP for being the govern- 
ments strong and valuable ally in bringing 
about positive social change to our nation. 

Mabuhay! 


laneo 
inf depaga froyo 
Président 
Republic ofthe Philippines 


A Passion for Integrity 


HIRTYFIVE YEARS AGO, FIFTY 
businessmen banded together 
to put flesh into what they be- 
lieved was "a divine conspira- 
cy” for corporate activism. In the 

midst of the turmoil and uncer- 
tainty of that era, they called for 

“enlightened selfinterest” in the 

‘business sector so that they could help to build ca- 

pacities for the poor and to uplift society: That its 

‘people were the countrys richest resource did not 

escape them; thus, they committed themselves to 

"help people help themselves’ 

‘Thus was born the Philippine Business for 
Social Progress. PBSP has been variously 
termed as an experiment, a journey, an ad- 
venture, and a leap - into uncharted territo- 
ries- in making the corporate sector a major 
stakeholder in national development. One 
‘morning daily in the 70s described this move 
as “one great step forward in the social in- 
vestment of private business." Little proba- 
bly did they know that this move would 
someday establish the standards by which 
social development work and corporate so- 
cial responsibility are to be measured, not 
only in the Philippines, but, also in other 
countries as well. 

‘The founding of PBSP has been called an 
experiment in fusing the discipline of busi- 
ness with the compassion of development. As 
in all experiments, there were failures and 
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disappointments, Many believed it would 
not persevere. But thirty five years later, the 
experiment has proven itself more than suc- 
cessful and worthy of being repeated in a 
manner bigger and better. Why? Because of 
what PBSP has accomplished: P 5.8 billion 
raised and disbursed as grants or soft loans, 
3.27 million beneficiaries reached, and more 
than 3,000 proponents taken as partners. 
Who have benefited? The urban poor, land- 
less rural workers, agrarian reform beneficia- 
ries, upland and lowland farmers, marginal 
fisherfolk, indigenous peoples - in short, the 
most marginalized sectors in our society. 

Our innovations, or “the PBSP way" as 
some have called them, have inspired new 
and better ways of doing things, be it in ap- 
propriate technologies, working with com- 
munities, developing an area, access to ser- 
vices and resources, or managing an organi- 
zation, Many insist that current programs of 
the government and other organizations, 


such as area development, socialized hous- premaiyeySitigg 


ing, institution-building, local governance 
and micro-finance, have their foreshadowing 
in our earlier programs like community and 
social credit, rural development, community 
organizing, and the Area Resource Manage- 
ment. 

‘The Sambahayan Condominium we built 
in Mandaluyong in the 70s was the first 
‘medium-rise housing for the poor. The cours- 
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es we ran to help our field partners become 
efficient project managers are now standard 
requirements for project implementers. The 
NGOs we developed and strengthened 
through our earlier Provincial Development 
Foundation program continue to be the lead- 
ing development organizations in their 
provinces. Even our financial and auditing 
systems, which many were skeptical about as 
being too corporate for NGOs, are now the 
norm. 

PBSP's work with the poor have been driv- 
en by the tenacious involvement of the mem- 
bership in every facet ofits tasks. From iden- 
tifying projects to monitoring them, from 
raising funds to ensuring their prudent use, 
from sustaining each one’s membership to re- 
cruiting new ones, the members continue to 
find excitement and enthusiasm in their as- 
signments. 

‘Above all, PBSP has shown that it is possi- 
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ble for business competitors to come to the 
table and transcend individual interests to 
work on the urgent goal of alleviating the 
plight of the poor. This show of unity once 
prompted a USAID officer, John Grayzel, to 
remark: "What seems unique in my experi- 
ence with PBSP is its ability to get people to 
pull together as a group that goes beyond 
their individual identities, to a common iden- 
tity, a common purpose... what we call a coali- 
tion, whose members identify with each other 
and have a common interest.” This coalition 
resulted in a more focused and strategic role 
for business in development, and their suc- 
cess led to the establishment of our Center for 
Corporate Citizenship with the support of the 


Rockefeller Brothers Foundation. 

‘The past three-and-a-half decades have 
taught us lessons on focus, responsiveness, 
relevance, prudence and efficiency. These are 
lessons we must not miss as we fortify our- 
selves for the new challenges ahead of us. We 
will reflect them in the plans we prepare, the 
projects we implement, the partnerships we 
establish, the resources we mobilize, and 
even in the organization we nurture. We will 
likewise continue to be critical of ourselves, 
evaluating constantly our efforts and pruning 
all those that distract us from being "the lead- 
er in business sector involvement in social de- 
velopment," as our vision statement articu- 
lates. Furthermore, we will multiply our- 
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selves through one of our goals: “to 
build a cadre of social development 
professionals," and thereby further 
our catalytic role. 

These lessons and resolutions we will 
draw competence from, as we move into 
the second year of our revised 7th five- 
year plan. This plan is significant be- 
Tause itis dosely aligned with the United 
Nations’ Millennium Development 
Goals, a global commitment to halve 
povery in the world by 2015. For our 
part, we are committing a budget for the 
next four years of P3.2 billion, which is 
no less than fifty-five percent of the total 
budget of P5.8 billion raised and ex- 
pended in the past 34 years of PBSPs 
history. As the lead convenor for private 
sector participation in the MDGs, we will 
carry out our role as catalyst by involving 
even non-members to work with us in 
this urgent undertaking 

Passion for integrity is a distinct 
quality of PBSP's work. It is a precious 
thread that shines throughout the 
Foundation - a premium put on all 
facets of its dealings and undertak- 
ings. As one of our core values, it is 
carefully guarded and protected 


against potential risks, thus strength- 
ening the PBSP brand. As we move 
forward to expanding our global net- 
work, this unrelenting effort to be 
transparent and accountable be- 
‘comes even more essential to our suc- 
‘cess. Subsequently, we have given the 
PBSP logo a new face to reflect a revi- 
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talized institution worthy of the good 
reputation that precedes it. 


SP's relevance. Just like our founders, 
‘we will have to be visionaries, find in- 
novative ways of harnessing the re- 
sources of the corporate sector, and 
make that giant leap forward. 
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WITHTTSNEARLY RUNDOWN FAÇADE how can you send your kids to school alam kung paano pagkakasyahin ang books, and school supplies every is providing tutorials, remediation 
Herre every hs try elemen  ifyoute justa wicycle driverora ven: kanyang sweldo sa aming pamilya QÉ beginning ofthe school year, ontop classes and othe academic support sponsoring 1,000 students at every 
tay sao in Pareres could be mistaken dor with so many mouths to feed?” my daughter was nota Petron schol, of daily meal allowances. Mear pogra forall scholars, especial- grade level or a total of 6,000 stu- 
for a parking building. But if Pateros is Ms. Cruz says in the vernacular. Tait Bier how else we could man while, parents like Ernesto are sent lyforchildren atriskof dropping. dents. This figure presumes that there 
fora parking Ee. Papal ofthe Located southeast of Mania, Pa- age to make ends meet with his to parent effectiveness workshops, | Pervon Fesndaten launched Tu- will be zero dropouts. Assuming that 
Palipyines® Capt H. Francisco Elemen- teros is the smallest and one of the selary," she says. Aside from her and participate, in, the. monthly Jong Aral ng Petron in April 2002 with the 7% dropout rate projected by the 
tay ool may well be te goose that poorest among 17 municipalities and scholar who is in grade 4, rwo of her meetings of the Petron Parents A the Department of Social Welfare and Department of Education applies, 
Jays the golden eggs. POO theo wed children are already in high school sociations where they share their Development (DSWD) chonsingbene- Perron wil sill be able to sratuate 
the goden es se to the most have a thriving duckegg (alt) in- andtheyoungestisinkindergarten, experiences and concerns on their ficiaries from families with limited ac- 5,043 children two years from now. 
number of Pateros scholars of the Tu- dustry but Ms. Cruzsays urbanization. Ernesto Femandez, a watchmaker children's studies. ‘ess to primary education. The flag- Four years into its implementation, 
long Aral ng Petron, a program of led to many land reclamations. With in Pateros, echoed Mymais| sen Tulong Aral is also complement- ship program serves as Petron'sstrate- Tulong Aral ng Petron is building 
song Ar aiin to put poorbutde- overcrowding came the death of the ments. When daughter Christine quat- ing their studies with reading pro- gie Tesponse to fighting poverty and bridges of dreams for children to see 
Pereng enildren to grade 1 until they lakesand, withittheduckindusry. ed for scholarship in grade 1, grams, provided by iis pater meeting the United Nations Millenni- hope beyond poverty. 
Frckaue 6. A tora of 84 studens Opportunities for work have dried Emesto says, "naiyak talaga akosa Ronald McDonalds House Changes Om Development Goals of making "I want to become a doctor when I 
finish grade 6. population of 1,084 up as well Parents of the Tulong Aral tuwa kahit ako ay lalaki (Ireallycied is sharing its Bright Minds Bead poverty history. grow up," says grade 1 pupil Jesrebec- 
a thed for Tulong Aral scholarship ng Petron scholars interviewed fortis with joy though Tm a man)” His program to choirs frem Grades E "The first batch of 1,000 pupils en- ca Santos ‘of Capt. H. Francisco Ele- 
uulifed for uong A delevels. article were mostly either in-between daughter started showing her poten- to 3, while Sa Aklat Sisikat Founda set $ 9% Schools is now in their mentary School. Her mother used to 
darenow in various grade ea says jobs or have no permanent work, al when she won for "Best in Read- tion is promoting the love of read. fourth grade ‘A fresh batch will suc- laugh when she hears her daughter's 
being home to many scholars is testa- Myrna Parpan, a mother of four, is ing” in kindergarten. “All had todo ing among C ide 4 students and  ceedeachbatch of grade 1 Tulong Aral career ambition. With Jesrebecca be- 
Peart that children in the depressed even privileged to have a husband was give her guidance,” he adds building the teachers’ capability to scholars who will proceed to the next coming one of the Tulong Aral schol- 
ment tha children i potenal who has found regularemploymenras Like all Tulong Aral ng Petron create a nation of readers. The Degrade ee, 'Nowonits fourth year, Tu- ars, her mother is now full of hope. 
if given the chance and the resources. a security guard in Makati City Kung scholars, his daughter Christine partment of Education, through the long Aral now has more than 4,000 Someday, there will be a doctor in the 
if given the chan ond Nom Petron, wala akong Petron scholar, indi ko gets brand-new uniforms, shoes, schools taking part in Tulong Aral, students family. 
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One out of four children in Metro Manila is unable to avail of even free 
elementary education due to lack of resources. Poverty remains their 
biggest obstacle for learning and having a chance to enjoy a brighter - 
tomorrow. 7 
Thanks to your continued support, Tulong Aral ng Petron enables more 
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